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4 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


CANADA. | CANADA. | 


No. 1. 





No. 1. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Viscount Monck, to the Right Honourable 
| Epwarp CarpweE.., M.P. 


(No. 77.) 
| Ottawa, July 7, 1866. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Canadian Blue Book for 1864, and 
I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Taché, the officer whose department is — 
charged with the preparation of the book explaining the causes of the delay which has 
taken place in completing it. 


K IR, 


I have, &c. 
~ The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P. (Signed) MONCK. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 
Mr. Tacué to Mr. Goprry. 


Bureau of Agriculure and Statistics, Patent Office, 
SIR, Ottawa, July 6, 1866. 

I ovcut to have given you, for the information of his Excellency, yesterday, when forwarding 
the Blue Book for 1864, some explanations about the delay in its preparation. As his Excellency is 
well aware the Blue Book had been for many years a mere nominal work, so much so, that when 
I entered this office the Blue Book for 1863 was sent to me, by order of his Excellency, for correction, 
as being unfit for presentation to the imperial authorities. 

In consequence of such long neglect the preparation of the Blue Book of 1864 has been a labour of 
some magnitude, there being no foundation to build upon. ‘Thousands of circulars have been written, 
and tedious researches have had to be made to restore the link of official appointments, and to procure 
the several other informations sought for; another difficulty was met in the slovenliness of a great 
number of county public officers and the insufficiency of their answers when obtained, they having 
been led to take the Blue Book returns as a formality without object or meaning, in some cases as 
many as seven letters have been sent to the same person, some answers to which have been received as 
late as a month ago. 

The Blue Book of 1864 is not so perfect nor so complete as I intended to make it by progress of 
time, and of our statistical labours, but I hope it will be found vastly different, for the better, to what it 
has been for a long period of years. 

I] have, &c. 


(Signed) J. C. Tacne, 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture. 
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No. 2. No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir W. F. Wittutams, Bart., K.C.B, 
to the Right Honourable Eowarp Carpwe tt, M.P. 


(No. 7.) Government House, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Sir, November 2, 1865. . 
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith two copies of the Blue Book of 
this Province for the year 1864. 
As these returns relate to a period previous to my assumption of the administration of 
this Government, I do not feel myselt at liberty to accompany them with any lengthened 


observations or report. 
I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed ) W. F. WILLIAMS. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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No. 3. No. 3. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor the Honourable ArtHur Gorpon 
to the Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe .t, M.P. 


(No. 94.) 
Sin, Fredericton, N.B., December 31, 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit to you the Blue Books for 1864, together with my 
report upon them. 
I have not yet been supplied by the Crown Land Office with all the information 
required, but I am unwilling longer to delay the transmission of the report. 
[ have, &c. 
| (Signed) ARTHUR H: GORDON. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., 
Xe. &e. &c. 


REPORT TO ACCOMPANY THE BLUE Book ror 1864. 


I commenced my report for the year 1863 by stating that it had been one of general 
prosperity and progress in this Province, that the revenue had exceeded that of any 
previous year, and that a marked increase of activity had been displayed in almost 
every branch of provincial industry. These observations, I am happy to say, apply with 
even greater justice to the year 1864. 

2. On the 16th February I opened the third Session of the existing Provincial Parlia- 
ment, which was terminated by prorogation on the 13th of April. 59 Acts were passed 
during the session. Of these the greater part were ofa purely local character, and do 
not merit any special mention in this report. The “ Act in aid of the Construction of 
Railways,” however, is a measure of some general importance, and was net adopted without 
much discussion and difference of opinion. By this Act a provincial subsidy of 810,000 
per mile was, with certain reservations and under certain guarantees, offered to any 
company entering into a contract with the Government to construct a line of railway 
from the frontier of the United States to St. John, one from the frontier of Nova Scotia 
to the existing European and North American Railway, or one of various smaller branch 

_lines of internal communication. This Act was introduced in consequence of the unfor- 
tunate reluctance of the then existing Canadian Government to carry out the arrange- 
ment for the construction of an intercolonial railway, which had been effected at Quebec 
in 1862, and a provision was accordingly made for a further grant of aid to any company 
undertaking to build that line in a manner and by a route satisfactory to the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council. The lines to the frontier of the United States and of Nova Scotia, 

14420. 


New 
BRUNSWICK. 


ED 


6 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


and a branch line from St. Stephen’s to the existing St. Andrew’s Railway, are already in 
process of construction under this Act, and [ expect that another of the branch lines, 
that from Woodstock to the St. Andrew’s railroad, will also shortly be commenced under 
its provisions. 

3. All events of public interest were duly reported by me on their occurrence, and it 
is unnecessary for me now to revert tothem. The nevotiations for a federal union of 
the British North American Provinces generally, and for a legislative union of the three 
maritime Provinces, although commenced in this year, will more properly come under 
review when it is my duty to forward the Blue Books for 1865. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 
4. The revenue for 1864 considerably exceeded that of 1863, which again had been 
greatly in excess of that for 1862. 


5. The revenue derived from almost precisely the same sources during the last four 
years has been, in pounds sterling :— 


£ s. d. 

For 1861 : - 145,593 17 1 
1862 - - 148,940 5 6 
1863 - - 175,258 10 4 
1864 : - 213,675 11 9 

6. The expenditure during the same period has been :— 

£ s. d. 

For 1861 - - 176,051 3 1 
1862 : - 167,180 4 2 
1863 - - 184,845 1 5 
1864 - - 175,979 14 7 


Trade and Navigation. 


7. The total value of imports into New Brunswick in the year 1864 was 1,863,6152., 
an excess of 268,102/. over the value of the imports in 1863. | 

8. The total value of the exports from New Brunswick during the same period was 
1,052,891/., showing a slight increase of 23,562/. over the value of the exports of the 
previous year. 

9. I have, however, frequently taken occasion to remark that the value of the exports 
from New Brunswick is not as fully shown by returns as is that of the imports. Ships 
built in this Province form probably its most valuable article of export, but they do not 
appear in this account at all, and if their value, some 800,000/. sterling at least, were 
added, the excess of imports would nearly disappear. There are other causes which 
diminish the apparent amount of the exports, such as the fact that goods really exported 
from this Province are often shipped from the American bank of the St. Croix and the 
Canadian bank of the Restigouche, whilst, on the other hand, large supplies for the State 
of Muine, passing through the Province, are entered as imports, but do not appear again 
as exports owing to their not being liable to duty as such. 

10. One hundred and sixty-three new vessels, measuring 92,605 tons register, were 
registered at the different ports of New Brunswick during 1864, and the total number of 
existing vessels on the registry books of New Brunswick on the 31st December last was 
958, measuring 233,225 tons. 

11. The total tonnage of all nations cleared outwards from this Province in 1864 was 
742,690 tons, and the total tonnage entered inwards amounted to 669,796 tons. 


Public Works. 


12. The expenditure on public works during the year 1864 amounted to $137,325, of 
which sum $60,308,24, were devoted to the maintenance of the great roads and bridges. 

13. Two new bridges of considerable importance were commenced this year, the one 
over the river Aroostook, nearly 600 feet in length and 27 in height, the cost of which is 
estimated at 86,000; the other over the Presquile river, on the road to Canada, about 
550 feet in length, and likely to cost about 83,000. Other new bridges under special 
supervision were erected at a cost of, in the aggregate, $11,926,%%. 


European and North American Railway. 


14. The receipts of this railway, which is the property of the Government, amounted 
during the financial year 1864 to $145,057,8°,. Of this sum 871,999,745; were derived 
from freight traffic, and 864,292,°2, from passengers’ tickets. 
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15. The expenses during the same period amounted to $103,630,3,, thus leaving a 
net profit of 841,427,554). 

16. The number of passengers during the year amounted to 139,554. 

17. This railway is a work of which the Province has good reason to be proud, for in 
the solidity of its works, and the care shown in its construction, it is probably inferior to 
none on the American continent, and certainly superior to any other in the British 
Provinces. 


Post Office. 


18. The receipts of this department amounted to 851,185, being an excess of $5,042 
over those of 1863. 

19. The expenditure was $71,974. The deficiency in this branch of revenue, which 
I have annually to lament, does not appear to be increasing, it having diminished from 
$25,025 in 1860 to $24,529, $23,136, 821,240, and $20,789, in 1861, 1862, 1863, and 
1864 respectively. 

20. This deficiency is in a great measure due to the untaxed transmission of news- 
papers through the post. No fewer than 2,059,627 newspapers were posted during the 
year, whilst the number letters posted in the same period amounted only to 794,128. If 
but one cent’s postage had been required on this number, a revenue of $20,000, or 
almost sufficient to cover the deficiency, would have been realized, nor do I believe that 
the circulation of any but the most flimsy prints would be diminished by such a measure. 
It is remarkable that, out of so comparatively small a number of letters as 794,128, no 
fewer than 12,123 should have been dead letters. 

21. The money order system, the introduction of which I announced in my last 
annual report, has worked satisfactorily. ‘The number of orders issued during the year 
was 2,925, for the amount of $136,050. 

22. A system of money orders on Great Britain, Canada, and the other North 
American Colonies has since been adopted, and will, I make no doubt, prove of much 
utility. 


Education. 


23. The sum expended by Government for educational purposes in 1864 amounted 
to £115,167. 

24. Of this sum $80,144 were absorbed by the parish schools, whilst the direct con- 
tributions of the people in the various localities amounted to $105,684, being an increase 
of more than 85,500 over the contributions of the previous year. The number of these 
schools in operation during 1864 was 816, attended by about 30,000 scholars. -54 new 
school houses were built during the year, making a total of 338 erected during the last 
five years. Most of these buildings are suitable and commodious structures, and some 
have pretensions to be really handsome buildings. 

25. 85,720 were devoted to the maintenance of 22 superior schools, attended by an 
average of 1,138 pupils. In these schools, Greek, Latin, and French are added to the 
branches of education taught in the ordinary parish schools. 

26. I continue to be well satisfied with the management of the University of New 
Brunswick. All the professors discharge their duties in a highly efficient manner, and 
the Principal, Dr. Jack, is unremitting in his efforts for the improvement of the 
institution. The attendance at the university, though not large, is much greater than 
afew years ago. During the year 1864 there were 38 students in the university, and 
99 pupils in the collegiate school. 

27. In addition to the schools in connexion with Board of Education, there are various 
educational establishments of more or less pretension under the direction of various 
religious bodies in the Province which receive some assistance from the Legislature, in 
the aggregate amounting to a sum of about $13,000. 


Militia and Volunteers. 


28. The Militia of this Province is divided into three classes. 

Class A. comprises the Volunteer portion of this force, all of whom are armed and 
uniformed. Many of the companies drill twice, and all of them once a week. The 
cavalry, of which there are three troops, are attached to the Militia battalions in whose 
districts they are. They are armed with the sabre and long Enfield rifle, and are drilled 
as infantry when dismounted. The regiment of artillery consists of seven batteries ; 
the men are very smart and well drilled, but their organization and armament are defec- 
tive. One battery has no guns at all, and Fa others only two each, ten 3-pounders and 
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two 6-pounders. These would be nearly useless in any country, but especially useless 


Brunswick. jn this, which is quite unfitted for cavalry or field batteries. The artillery are, however, 


armed with the long Enfield rifle, to which weapon they would resort on actual service. 
The St. John Volunteer Battalion consists of six companies, fairly drilled, and only 
wanting a series of battalion drills to make them thoroughly efficient. The Engineer 
Company is well drilled, but have had no practice in field works. Many of the detached 
rural companies are very well drilled, but they have no opportunity of learning battalion 
movements. ‘Their attendance is naturally not so regular as that of companies in towns, 
as the population is widely scattered through a large extent of country. 

Class B. consists of all able-bodied men (with certain exemptions) between the ages of 
18 and 45 who do not belong to Class A. They are divided into 34 battalions, and in 
1864 were only called out for one day in the year. During the present year a great step 
in advance has been made, and law now provides for the systematic training of a force 
of about 1,000 men annually for a period of four weeks. In many regiments the officers 
are uniformed, and tolerably acquainted with their drill, and most coloneis now insist on 
aspirants for commissions going through a regular course of drill before being gazetted. 

Class C. includes all male inhabitants between 45 and 60. These are not called out, 
but merely enrolled. 

29. There is usually a camp every autumn during the firing for the Prince of Wales 
Cup. In October 1864 this was held at Mount Fordham, near Fredericton, and was 
under the command of the Adjutant-General. Military discipline was maintained, and 


- the conduct of the men was very good during the whole time they were under canvas. 


30. Considerable progress has been made in the re-organization of the Militia Force, 
and the musters of the different regiments which took place generally in 1864 were for 
the most part far more satisfactory than I had ventured to anticipate. 


Crown Lands. 


31. 1,625 applications for land were received at the Crown Land Office in the year 
1864. 

32. Of these, 549 were petitions for leave to purchase land at a sale by auction. The 
remaining 1,076 were applications to purchase land by the performance of labour on the 
roads, under the provisions of an Act of the Provincial Assembly. No applicant under 
the Labour- Act is allowed to purchase a lot exceeding 100 acres in extent. 

33. The number of licences to cut timber issued during 1864 was 1,109, but the 
amount realized from this source did not exceed 818,567, in my opinion far too small 
a sum. 

34. I think the brief tabular statement which I append will afford an interesting and 
highly satisfactory view of the steady if gradual progress of this fine Colony. 


CoMPARATIVE Statistics of the Province of New BRUNSWICK in 1861 to 1864. 











Specification. 1861. 1862. 1863. 1864. 
£ 8. d. ae 8s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Gross Revenue - - | *147,165 16 8 | *144,214 10 0} *176,019 10 O} *221,003 6 8 
Value of Imports : - | 1,238,133 0 0 | 1,291,604 0 0| 1,595,513 O O| 1,863,615 0 0 
Value of Exports - Pe 947,091 0 O 803,445 O 0} 1,029,329 0 0] 1,052,891 0 O 
Receipts of European an - 

Se ane Vere | 97,22415 0| 22425 0 0!] 2693115 0| 30,22010 0 
Expenditure on do. = - - 19,634 10 O 18,257 10 0 18,444 15 0 21,589 15 O 
Post Office Revenue - - 9,642 10 O 9,637 15 0 9,610 5 O 10,426 7 O 

; Expenditure - 14,378 6 8 14,648 15 0 14,649 3 4] 15,0839 15 O 
Number and Tonnage of — No. - 80 90 137 163 

Vessels built - -f| Tons - 40,523 48,719 85,250 92,605 
Number of Bridges built - No return. 35 45 44 
No. of New School-houses built 50 68 55 54 
No. of Pupils in Parish Schools 27,589 28,229 28,067 30,133 
No. of Pupils in Grammar 393 407 445 Ag6 


Schools - - - 
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* Sic in Original, but these figures do not agree with those on page 6. 
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No. 4. No. 4. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Acting Governor Hopcson to the Right Honourable 
EpwarpD CARDWELL, M.P. 


Sir, Government House, October 4, 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 
1864. 

In consequence of my assumption of the Government so recently as the month of 
July of the current year, I do not feel warranted in offering any observations on its 
contents. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) R. HODGSON, 

&c. &c, &c. Administrator. 
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No. 5. No. 5. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Muscrave to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpwE LL, M.P. 


(No. 65.) Government House, Newfoundland, 

SIR, July 19, 1865. 

I nave the honour to forward in duplicate the Blue Book of this Colony for 1864. 
I only assumed the administration of the Government late in the year, when its business, 
both political and general, may be said to have been determined, and I tvok part in littie 
of the affairs of the period to which the returns relate. But as I find that no full report 
has been given with the Blue Books since the year 1856, I submit some observations 
which have been suggested by these tables. 

2. The returns themselves are in many instances far from being so full and complete 
as [ should desire, or as I hope it may be possible to make them in future. The 
value of the statistics which they might embody has scarcely been sufficiently appreciated, 
but the present Colonial Secretary is anxious to bestow the attention upon the subject 
which it deserves. 


Revenue and Expenditure, and Imports and Exports. 


3. The revenue of this Colony is derived from import duties more exclusively than 
perhaps in any other part of the British Possessions, while at the same time there are 
few places where food and the chief necessaries of Jife are so little burdened. Nearly 
half of the total amount is derived from the four articles of sugar or molasses, spirits, tea, 
and manufactured tobacco, which are not products of the United Kingdom; and to all 
articles admitted duty free from the United States under the reciprocity treaty the 
same entire exemption from taxation is accorded when imported from Great Britain and 
Ireland or the contiguous British Provinces. 

4. The comparative statement of revenue for the two last years shows an apparent 
total of 125,158/. as against 113,034/., giving an increase of 12,124/.; but a sum of 
12,9331. 14s. 6d. is composed of loans raised in 1864 for public purposes and a special 
customs duty in aid of works for the supply of water. The increase on import duties only 
amounted to 4,415/. 9s. 9d., which is not more than may be accounted for by the ordinary 
fluctuations of trade, and this advantage is reduced in its effect on the total by the 
diminution of the amount received for excise on distilled spirits and on account of the 
profits from the savings bank ; as regards which latter head of receipt the proceeds of two 
years were credited in 1863, besides an amount of 1,808/. which in that year was drawn 
from that institution for sewerage works Ee a loan, since repaid. Allowing for these 
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special items, the total true revenue was about the same in 1864 as in the previous year, 
and was somewhat in excess of that collected in 1861 and 1862. 

5. ‘There having been no alteration in the rates of duty, there appears, therefore, to 
have been no retrogession in the import trade of the Colony as regards dutiable articles, 
while of 1,067,062/., the total value of goods imported, the amount of 455,308/. represents 
imports from the United Kingdom, and 306,851/. is the value of imports from the 
United States, and the total value of all imports is quite equal in amount to that of 
former years. 

6. The statement of expenditure presents some features comparing favourably with 
that of the previous year. The amount disbursed for the relief of the poor was only 
15,1231. 4s. 3d., being 11,593/. 16s. 1d. less than in 1863, when it reached the sum of 
26,717/.; and in 1862 no less than 32,544/. was expended on this head. The only other 
important diminution appears under the head of executive responsibility, the expenditure 
under which account in 1863 exceeded that of last year by the amount of 3,946/. The 
Cifference is explained by the circumstance that in 1863 there was no Contingency 
Bill passed; but that, on the application of members of the Council and Assembly, my 
predecessor consented to pay the servants and incidental expenses of both Houses on his — 
own responsibility. 

7. Increase of expenditure appears on several accounts, but for worthy objects. Roads 
and bridges received 7,221/. more than in the previous year. Lighthouses and steam 
communication received respectively 1,977/. and 2,005/. beyond what had been expended 
in 1863. The portion of the public debt reduced by repayment of loans was greater by 
the sum 2,834/.; and the increase of disbursements for the purposes of water supply 
and sewerage was 5,449l. above those of that year. There are other minor differences, 
but none that call for especial notice. 

8. The true exports of the Colony, not including articles from other places re-shipped, 
consist entirely, as is well known, of fish and their products, and seal oil and skins ; of 
these, dried codfish is the article of most importance, and the great proportion of it is 
exported to Spain, Portugal, and Brazil. The fisheries of 1864 were not successful as to 
quantity. The result of the seal fishery was considered a failure, and the export of oil 
did not reach half the quantity of the preceding year. Of dried codfish the quantity was 
slightly greater than in 1863, but 150,730 cwts. less than in the previous year. In 
consequence, however, of a rise in prices, the returns show a total value of this article 
exceeding the amount on either of the two previous years, being respectively as 
follows :— 

~ Quantities and value of dried codfish exported. 





Cwts. Value. 
1862 - - - - 1,000,069 £787,821 
1863 - - - “ 811,777 761,265 
1864 - - - = 849,339 795,460 


Public Debt. 


9. The debt of the Colony is not large compared with the liabilities of the neighbouring 
Provinces. Public credit stands high, and no difficulty has ever been experienced in 
raising such loans as have from time to time been required for public purposes; deben- 
tures bearing 5 per cent. interest, indeed, being readily purchased at a premium. The 
total liability at the end of 1864 was 177,2611., of which 5,000/. was added during the year 
1864 for the special purpose of providing for the sewerage of the town of St. John’s. 
The interest on the whole has been punctually paid, and some small portion of old loans 
liquidated. 


Local Revenues. 


10. It is a feature entirely peculiar to this Colony that there is no local revenue or fund 
of any kind, municipal or parochial. The slightest expenditure, for whatever purpose, 
is charged upon the general revenue; and in this circumstance is found a source of much 
objection to many local improvements, which persons who imagine that they will not 
participate in them demur to having provided for from funds to which they contribute ; 
while on the other hand, the immunity which has hitherto been enjoyed from any defined 
impost, for even the most necessary purposes, has engendered a morbid apprehension of 
any direct taxation, even in a town numbering more than 25,000 inhabitants. The results 
are not such as the community may congratulate itself upon. 
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Military Expenditure— Volunteers. 


11. The only military expenditure regularly defrayed by the Colony is a small annual 
grant of 250/. for the incidental disbursements of five companies of rifle volunteers in 
the towns of St. John’s and Harbor Grace, amounting to about 300 men. There are 
prospects, however, of considerable addition to this number since the Legislature during 
the last session granted a special amount of 1,000/. for clothing; and there is at this time 
a battery of volunteer artillery in the course of formation. Iam disposed to hope that in 
future regular provision may be made for furnishing clothing at the public expense. As 
in many other Colonies, there are a considerable number of persons who will give their 
time and services willingly as volunteers, and who are valuable men, but who are not 
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disposed or who are not able to incur pecuniary expense; and I confess that it seems to . 


me only just that the public should supply this in respect of military organization, which 
would in a great measure stand in the place of militia corps. 


Public Works. 


12. No new public works were undertaken during the year, but there was the usual care 
bestowed on the roads and buildings; and the lighthouse on Burnet Island, commenced 
in the previous year, wascompleted. The light has since been put into operation in June 
last. 


Legislation. 


13. The legislation of the year presents no salient characteristics. Sixteen Acts were 
passed ; all useful measures, but chiefly consisting of the usual annual fiscal provisions and 
amendments in the administration of the laws. I do not regard any of them as requiring 
special notice or explanation. 


Political Franchise. 


14. The House of Assembly is composed of 30 members, representing 15 electoral 
districts, of which five return three members, five return two, and the remaining five one 
member each. The qualification for a seat is very moderate, being only, as required by 
the Imperial Statute 5 & 6 Vict. c. 120., “a net annual income arising from any source 
‘ whatever of 600/., or the possession of property clear of all incumbrance exceeding 
‘© 500/. in amount or value.” The statute also enacts that any person wishing to be put 
in nomination as a candidate must have occupied a dwelling as owner or tenant thereof 
for a period of two years next immediately preceding the day of such election. The only 
qualification necessary for the exercise of the elective franchise is the occupation of “a 
‘© dwelling house” (of which no value or character is prescribed) as owner or tenant 
thereof for two years immediately preceding the day of election. The total number of 
registered electors at the time of the last general election was 17,728. According to the 
last census the number of male inhabitants above the age of 20 was 29,192. The 
proportion of persons enjoying the franchise compared with the whole male population, 
after deducting the probable number above 20 and under 21, ts therefore shown to be so 
large as nearly to amount to universal manhood suffrage. Certainly the head of every 
family,of whatever social grade, and every one in any sense a householder, possesses the right 
of election ; and their field of selection is not very limited, as any person is qualified to be 
a representative of the people who possesses a nominal income of 100/. per annum above the 
qualification which gives a title to vote asan elector. The privilege of self-government 
is subject to few restrictions in the Colony of Newfoundland. 


Population. 


15. The returns embraced in the population table are made on the authority of the last 
census, taken in 1857. The figures in the columns of births and deaths are to a great 
extent only conjectural, no authentic source of information existing, and the records even 
of baptisms and burials being but imperfectly accessible to the official departments. There 
seems, however, to be but little doubt that the number of inhabitants is steadily increasing, 
and I trust that the Registration Act, passed during the last session of the Legislature, 
will in time be the means of affording reliable information on this subject. Some allow- 
ance must be made for the natural difficulties which prevent the collection of statistics in 
settlements where the population is dispersed along the margin of a great extent of sea 
coast; and, except in the district of St. John’s, very few buildings of any kind are to be 
found more than two or three miles from sea. 
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Miscellaneous Numerical Returns. 


16. Iregret that materials have not hitherto been collected to furnish the infor- 
mation intended to be embraced in these columns. There are many friendly or 
benefit societies in St. John’s and the larger towns, of which the condition I am led to 
believe is healthy, and of which the action is very beneficial] among the middle classes and 
tradespeople of the community; but I have not been able to obtain any particulars in 
respect of these institutions. 

17. The savings bank accounts show continued usefulness in this establishment, and 
some addition to the amount of deposits. On the 3lst December 1864 no less a sum 
than 159,993/. appeared as due to persons making use of the institution. Including the 
Harbor Grace branch, there are 1,573 accounts, giving an average of nearly 102/. to each 
depositor, More than half the number, however, are accounts over 100/.; and 110 
depositors have each more than 300/. standing at their credit. As the merchants and 
traders engaged in large undertakings do not make use of the savings bank, it is a some- 
what curious fact that the petty dealers and tradespeople of a minor class among a 
population little over 122,000 should be able to lay by in this manner alone so large an 
amount as nearly 160,000/.; while the mass of the people are frequently in the winter 
season in circumstances so indigent as to cause drafts upon the public resources so great as 
to seriously obstruct and retard improvements in many directions where they are much 
needed, and cannot be effected for lack of necessary funds. The circumstance is one of 
the anomalies in the affairs of this Colony which strike a stranger as singular, and certainly 
is not altogether consistent with the assumption that the community is naturally poor and 
unable to bear taxation, even for Just purposes. 


Education. 


18. The claims of education have not been dealt with in a niggardly spirit by the 
Legislature, though the peculiar circumstances of the Colony in many respects have 
operated to prevent the full benefit being derived, which might perhaps under other 
circumstances be obtained froin the funds set apart for this purpose. The sum of 13,8141. 
appears as so appropriated during the year 1864, being more than 50 per cent. in excess 
of the amount given in 1855 (8,871/.), and double the contribution of 1846 (6,628/.) 
The number of scholars has been greatly augmented since Governor Darling noticed this 
subject in his report on the Blue Book of 1855. Ifthe returns may be trusted, they show 
10,437 children receiving instruction in the elementary schools throughout the Island, 
which are under the charge of Boards respectively formed of Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, as against 8,196 under tuition in the like schools in 1855. Schools of a 
better class are not without support in the large towns, and especially in St. John’s and 
Harbor Grace, and it would appear upon the whole that there has been decided advance 
in educational movement of late years, though returns of the number attending can only 
be approximate, and the best time for attendance, the summer, is often lost by the parents 
requiring the services of the children either in catching or curing fish. To say that the 
organization, so far as the Government is concerned, is not what it might be, is only to 
admit the difficulty which exists in applying due control in a community without any 
church establishment recognized by law and divided by religious antagonisms, which have 
produced the greatest jealousy of any interference by any denomination or section with 
the educational schemes of the others, however anxious all may be to obtain pecuniary 
support from the common fund. 

19. The only arrangements which have been found practicably feasible have not 
materially varied since Governor Darling wrote in 1856. ‘The sum annually appropriated 
is divided in tolerably equal shares between the Protestant and Roman Catholic popula- 
tion, the administration of the sums appropriated to the several districts being confided 
to Boards appointed by the Governor in Council. The Roman Catholic Boards are com- 
poe entirely of members of that faith, and in the case of the Protestant schools the 

oard unites all denominations of Protestants in that district in proportions according to 
their relative numbers. Better’ supervision, and a greater check upon the conduct of 
these Boards than could formerly be enforced, have been established in the appointment 
of inspectors, whose reports for the last year I annex to this Despatch. One great diffi- 
culty is the want of qualified teachers. An attempt is In contemplation to endeavour to 
supply them, at least so far as the Protestant schools are concerned, by the institution 
of a normal training school, such as some which have rendered good service in other 


places. 
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Agriculture. 


20. The tables under this head are of little value. There do not exist any means of 
filling them up with accuracy, and their contents are compiled from statistics collected 
with the last census in 1857, conjecturally adapted to what are believed to be facts at the 
present date. Newfoundland is certainly not an agricultural country, and I fear that the 
time is distant when she will be able to supply even her own wants from the produce of 
the soil. But although I must admit that my means of forming a correct judgment are 
yet but limited, I am strongly disposed to regard the difficulties in the way of her doing 
so as very much overrated. If more skill and sufficient capital were applied to the culti- 
vation of the land to greater extent, what is already done with small means, and in a 
slight degree, shows what might be accomplished. Returns per acre are quite equal to 
those of many parts of the United States, where it is not doubted that agriculture is 
profitable ; and, although the climate is so uncertain and variable as to render it difficult 
raise wheat, in most years there is little difficulty in growing barley, oats, turnips, and 
potatoes of excellent quality. As an experiment flax has been cultivated with success, 
and there isa movement to introduce it more generally. I may, I think, state with some 
confidence that more serious attention is now given than formerly to develope the pro- 
ducts of the land, at least as auxiliary to the fisheries, which will always constitute the 
staple industry of the people. But it is notable that those of the population who are 
engaged in husbandry make little if any demand upon the Government for poor relief ; 
the fishing population are the paupers in bad years; their gains are greater and more 
readily squandered in fortunate seasons; their reverses are more severely felt when 
unsuccessful. The progress of agriculture is siow, but I think it is sure; during the 
Jast two years it has been decided, if applications for grants of land may be taken as an 
indication. In 1863 and 1864, 2,866 acres have been granted, the number in 1862 being 
only 551. The present season has been a very favourable one for agricultural produce, 
ce there is promise of finer crops of all kinds than have been reaped for several years. 


Mines, &c. 


21. The mineral wealth of the Colony is very generally believed to be considerable, 
and upon what are geologically held to be good reasons; but little has yet been done 
towards demonstrating these resources. A lead mine at La Manche, in Placentia Bay, 
on the south coast, is being worked by the New York, London, and Newfoundland 
Telegraph Company, to whom land on the line of their telegraph was granted; but 
what the result of their operations may be at the present time I have no means just 
now of ascertaining. Copper has been discovered in what appears to be very rich lodes 
at Tilt Cove, in the Bay of Notre Dame, on the north-east coast, very near to the sea, 
and from the information I have received of the quality of several tons of the ore shipped 
to England for assay, there seems reason to hope for very good results to the mining 
works which are now being commenced. It is said that the quality of ore is inferior only 
to that of the Burra Burra mines. Large lodes lie in the face of rock looking towards 
the sea close to the shore, and the locality therefore affords great facilities for carriage, 
which is a matter of great importance. 

22. Near the same place have been discovered veins of marble of quality, it is said, 
little, if at all, inferior to the finest from Carrara. Small pieces shown to me are of great 
beauty. ‘The question is whether blocks can be obtained sufficiently large and perfect 
to render them valuable for purposes of sculpture. ‘The discoverer of both the copper 
and the marble, Mr. Charles Fox Bennett, a gentleman of much energy and great enter- 
prise, who is known to have sacrificed large sums in the prosecution of his searches after 
and attempts to develope the mineral wealth of the Colony, is very sanguine of success 
on this occasion; and I believe he has with him the sympathy and good wishes of the 
right minded of the community in the undertaking upon which he now enters. It would, 
indeed, be no sma!l advantage to the commonwealth to provide the means of employment 
which would be afforded by remunerative mines to a part of the surplus population who, 
from whatever cause, cannot now depend solely upon the fisheries for support. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


23. Considering the great distress which does so often prevail among the working 
class during a large portion of the year, no-matter how produced or how far preventible, 
it is a fact very greatly to the credit of the population that the number of offenders 
against ie aew is not large, nor their offences for the most part heinous. Assaults and 
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misdemeanors are almost the only causes of commitment. Of course, in a population of 
more than 120,000, serious crime does sometimes occur, but very rarely. Possibly it is 
partly from this reason that less attention has been given to the organization and disci- 
pline of the prisons at St. John’s and Harbor Grace than might have been bestowed with 
some advantage to the character of those establishments. The places of confinement in 
other districts are only used for very temporary detention until culprits can be forwarded 
to one or other of these prisons. The subject is under consideration, and I hope it will 
not be long before improvement is effected. 


Charitable Institutions. 


24, The Public Hospital, the Poor House, and the Lunatic Asylum at St. John’s are 
the only establishments of the kind for all districts of the Island. The Lunatic Asylum 
is under very effective superintendence, and although from want of funds all requirements 
are not so fully provided for as I should like to see them, yet upon the whole the 
establishment is a creditable one, and I wish that all other public institutions were equally 

ood. 
: 25. The Hospital is not satisfactory. The accommodation afforded by the building is 
inadequate, and the character of the building itself does not enable proper arrangements. 
What can be done to temporarily correct immediate evils is being carried into effect, but 
it is proposed to erect a new and more suitable hospital, and I hope that arrangements 
may be accomplished for this purpose during the next session of the Legislature. 

26. The Poor House, used for the accommodation of aged and infirm paupers, most of 
whom ure permanent inmates, is susceptible of improvement, but as other claims upon 
the public funds are more pressing, any important action with regard to this institution 
must be deferred. I believe, however, that the comfort of the inmates is fairly attended 
to, and the administration is upon the whole satisfactory. 

27. Besides these institutions, two orphanages are partly supported by funds granted 
by the Legislature, 6l. sterling being given for each orphan under a certain age; and 
there are also several charitable societies supported by voluntary contributions. In this 
respect the good deeds of the community will bear favourable comparison with the charities 
of other Colonies. 


Concluding Observations. 


28. There are some features in the condition of this Colony, and in the character of its 
institutions, which deserve the consideration of the advocates uf extreme opinions upon 
the subjects of representation and taxation, and especially of those who believe that in 
unrestricted political franchise, immunity from fiscal burdens, and absolute freedom in 
matters of religion and church government are to be found panaceas for any disadvantages 
which prevail in the condition of the working classes in older communities. If universal 
suffrage is a boon, the mass of the population possess that privilege qualified only in the 
most nominal manner, in a manner, indeed, which has only the effect of excluding a 
considerable number of persons from the franchise, such as clerks in mercantile 
establishments and skilled artizans, who not being nominally householders cannot claim 
it on the terms of the law, but who are nevertheless very much better fitted to be 
intrusted with its exercise than the larger number of those whose title is not questioned. 
As I have had occasion already to point out, there is no direct taxation of any kind. 
Almost all revenue is derived from import duties. By the operation of the reciprocity 
treaty during the last 10 years food and most of the necessaries of life have been 
absolutely exempted from taxation; and of the aggregate revenue in the last year, 46 
per cent. was raised on the four articles of sugar or molasses, tea, spirits, and 
manufactured tobacco, none of which can be regarded as indispensable, however much 
they are in demand, and greatly as they may add to physical comfort in moderate 
quantities. In fact the proportion contributed to public necessities by the mass of the 
population is very small. I believe there are very few places in the possessions of the 
Crown where the operative class furnish less; and when it is considered how many 
during the year are pensioners on public bounty, it is obvious that the state of affairs 
described in other places as being taxation without representation is often reversed in 
Newfoundland, and appears as representation without taxation. Nor has the last 
modification of the system of Colonial Government, established 10 years ago in the 
inauguration of “ Responsible” Administration, seemed to afford the means of coping 
with evils which were admitted to be of magnitude before that period. ‘The people at 
large are in fact unfettered in the choice of their representatives, and to those repre- 
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sentatives the Advisers of the Governor are immediately and effectively responsible. 
Freer political institutions it is not possible to conceive. Lighter taxation is not, I believe, 
known, so far as it bears on the great majority of the population. And not only is there 
no taxation for any religious establishment from the doctrines or principles of which the 
taxed may dissent, but the support of any church or Christian body is a matter purely 
voluntary with all. That there is wealth in the community no one will deny. Progress 
has been effected, and is apparent in many quarters, though not to the extent which may 
be witnessed elsewhere under different circumstances, But withal there is, I will not 
say the result, but the co-existent fact that pauperism has increased to an alarming extent 
during the very last 10 years in which the utmost political freedom has been enjoyed ; 
and in this last winter season fully one-fourth of the whole public income has been 
absorbed by poor relief, including the usual disbursements for permanent establishments 
and the ordinary casual poor. 

29. Objections to a course of conduct adopted some time back are always open to the 
criticism that it is easy to be wise after an event, and it is indisputably less difficult to 
cavil at the provision than to provide against evils which are seldom seen beforehand in 
their exact character or true proportions. Yet it is impossible to avoid the regret tha 
when the representative principle was applied first to this Colony in 1831, it was not 
endeavoured to impose such restrictions as should have tended at least in the future to 
secure some fitness for the trust in those on whom the franchise was conferred, and to 
preserve it from abuse, by withholding from those who themselves are public burdens a 
privilege to which they surely can show no moral claim. As matters stand it is not 
difficult to perceive how abuses in the system of poor relief have grown out of the 
political freedom of the community and the absence of all direct imposts. Great boons 
have been the parents of burdens no less great. There being no local rates, and neither 
municipal nor parochial government, all calls for pecuniary aid must be met from the 
public chest. The candidate for legislative honours, who hopes to make them useful in 
some manner more substantial than oratorical distinction, finds his account in procuring 
attention to the demands, not always reasonable, on the part of the electors upon whose 
suffrages his return depends, for such support as they have often been designedly led to 
believe that they are entitled to receive from the public funds. Votes are valuable when 
parties are evenly balanced, and there is a ceaseless struggle to grasp the over appreciated 
gains of office, and no Government since the acknowledgment of' responsibility to the 
majority of the representatives of the people has been able to withstand the operation of 
these circumstances. The circumstances themselves are the product of several causes, 
arising partly from the characteristics specially belonging to this community, and of 
which it is impossible to divest it; but in part also from the system long prevailing 
between the merchants who supply the wants of the fishermen and the fishermen whose 
labour must produce all wealth, such at least as has heretofore been developed in the 
Colony,and in no small degree flowing from sources which might have been guarded against 
by legislation, and which even now may be rendered less fruitful of mischief. A great 
and tangible evil is the simple fact that Members of the Assembly may purchase 
popularity with their constituencies by the promotion of their demands for subsistence as 
paupers, and that no man’s claim to exercise the franchise is in the least invalidated by 
recelving support from the public purse. The removal of all interest on the part of 
members or candidates in the furnishing of such relief to the electors, by absolutely 
denying to any who have received it within some stated period all right to vote, would 
probably go further than any other single measure to cure a sore in the body politic 
which deranges the whole constitution. And almost nominal as is the elective 
franchise, and entirely as the Government is confided io the majority of the people, it 
would be scarcely too much to demand that claimants of the privilege should show them- 
selves able to read and write before being permitted to exercise it. The latter regulation 
would tend at least to ensure a standard of a certain degree of intelligence and education 
among those whose suffrages are sought, and who are intrusted with the charge of 
selecting the men by whom the laws governing the community are to be made. It might 
be difficult to establish it, but not impossible, as a future provision to operate in the 
cases of all who should become of age and be otherwise entitled to vote after a certain 
date. And taught as the people are to annex what is after all to them a factitious value 
to their electoral privileges, 1 can imagine the regulation acting with some effect in 
inducing parents to favour the attendance of their children at schools. But what I look 
upon as of far more importance is to enact the electoral disability of all persons otherwise 
entitled who shall have received eleemosynary aid from the public chest within some 
stated period. I have great hope that this point may be carried in the next session of 
the Legislature, and if carried I am confident that the beneficial effect will be much 
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greater than might be anticipated by persons unacquainted with the place from so simple 
and so equitable a modification of the law regulating the franchise. 

30. The radical cure, however, for the present system of poor relief, which is the 
“eorex” of all administrations, would be the imposition of a local poor rate raised, 
governed, and distributed by the inhabitants of the several districts. ‘There have been, 
and I fear will continue to be, many obstacles and strenuous opposition to the introduction 
of such an arrangement, just for the very reasons which render it so desirable. The 
Colony is not a homogeneous single community, but a congeries of small settlements, 
separated from each other by long distances, in many cases not traversed by roads, com- 
munication being only passable by water, and this mode not being practicable through 
many months of the year. The revenue by import duties being only collected at the 
larger settlements, and far chiefly at St. John’s and Harbor Grace, the other little 
Colonies, for such they are, have no personal experience of taxation of any sort, and are 
not unnaturally averse to the idea, while, doubtless regarding everything that can be got 
in the way of charitable payments from the general fund as so much benefit for which 
they sacrifice nothing, they have no scruple in taking it themselves or in promoting the 
distribution of it among others ; it being totally impossible for the Government, by any 
machinery now at their command, to control the abuses which are inherent in the whole 
system as at present existing. 

31. The subjectis fraught with difficulties in detail, but they do not lessen by lapse of 
time, and the next session can scarcely pass without some effect at their solution. As 
with many other minor affairs, however, the time and the mode of dealing with this 
question will be somewhat dependent upon the larger one of the confederation of the 
Colonies, and the political arrangements flowing from that great design. It would be out 
of place for me here to enter upon any discussion of the effects which may be anticipated 
from the union as regards Newfoundland; but I may be permitted to close these few 
observations with the expression of the belief that, apart from the great considerations of 
consolidated interests and Colonial defence, from it may be expected in more modes than 
one a re-adjustment of social and political questions of which the benefit would be great, 
and which is scarcely to be looked for except after great lapse of time nnless through the 
agency of such a modification in the relations of the Colonies towards the mother country 
and towards each other. Among these questions that of poor relief must be placed on 
a reformed basis, and if confederation conferred no other benefit it would bestow Jasting 
advantage in compelling such a course. 

32. Meanwhile the present aspect of the affairs of the Colony is more cheering than 
for some years past. ‘The seal fishery of 1865 has been fairly productive upon the whole. 
The cod fishery promises well; in some districts it has been unusually good. The 
agricultural returns will probably far exceed the average of very many years; and socially 
and politically the community is tranquil and at peace. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) A. MUSGRAVE. 
&c. &c. &c. 





BERMUDA. 


No. 6. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Hamtey to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 29.) 
SIR, Bermuda, May 10, 1865. 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1864, and to make the 
following short observations thereon. 


2. Taxes 


have contained much the same as in the year 1863. 


3. Revenue 


shows an increase of 6,0001., attributable to the same cause as the increase of the preceding 
year, namely, the continued and augmented trade with the blockaded ports of the Con- 
federate States of America, 
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4. Expenditure BERMUDA. 


is apparently increased from 18,513/. to 27,100/., but as 6,000/. have been placed in the 
English funds for the purpose of building a lighthouse and a gaol, the real increase of 
expenditure stands at 2,824/., which was incurred principally for fever hospitals and for 
additions to salaries during the year. 


5. Imports 


show a considerable increase except under the head of ‘foreign countries,” where there 
is a diminution, owing doubtless to the interruption of trade with the United States of 
America through the war. 


6. Exports, 


like imports, have much increased except to foreign countries; and the falling off in 
the exports to foreign countries is probably owing to the United States being at war. 

7, ‘Lhe blockade running trade having now ceased, it will speedily be seen whether the 
impulse given to commerce will altogether disappear, or whether the energy and activity 
called forth by an accidental state of things will outlive their cause, and give birth to a 
steady and legitimate traffic of larger proportions and more spiritedly conducted than 
before the American war. The coming season is likely to be a critical one for the Colony. 
If it shall appear that the wealth of the mercantile population has been really increased 
by the late active traffic, then I think permanent good may be expected, and that the 
spirit of enterprise evoked by exceptional events will effect a lasting improvement; if, on 
the contrary, the aggregate trading capital has not materially grown, there is a danger of 
our falling back to perhaps a lower level than we have er for many years. 

have, &c. 
The Right Hon, Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed ) W. G. HAMLEY, 
&e. &c. &c. Lieut.-Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. BRITISH 


CoLUMBLA. 
No. 7. naa 
O. f. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to the Right Honourable 


EpwarD CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 87.) 
Sip, New Westminster, July 24, 1865. 
I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of British Columbia for the year 
1864. 


2. I am about to visit the principal agricultural and mining districts of the Colony, 
and will defer until my return to head-quarters the report upon the volume I now 
transmit. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
&c. &c. &c. 


VANCOUVER ISLAND. ora 


No. 8. No. 8. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Kennepy, C.B., to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 73.) 


Sir, Government House, Victoria, August 24, 1865. 
1. I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of the Colony of Vancouver 
Island for the year 1864, which is far from being as full as I could wish it to be. 
2. Taxes.—The taxes by which the revenue of the Colony is chiefly raised are— 
(1.) Real Estate Tax. 
(2.) Port and Harbour Dues. 
(3.) Land Sales. 
(4.) Liquor Licences. 
(5.) Trade Licences. 
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Se 3. Of these the Real Estate Tax is an impost of one per cent. on the assessed 
SLAND, at all real property, which yielded 9,787/. in 1864, as compared with 8,854/. 
in 1863. 

4, The existing mode of assessing real property is faulty and imperfect, and the tax is 
levied upon an assessment much below the real or market value. 

5. The Port and Harbour Dues include, in addition to customary charges for the 
entrance and clearance of shippmg, fees leviable for permits for the landing of imported 
goods according to a scale, the rates of which are very unequal and disproportionate 
to each other, and also licence fees for coasting vessels. 

6. The produce of the sale of public lands and the land revenue is not applicable to 
the general purposes of the Government pending their acceptance by the Local 
Legislature. 

7. Liquor licences are issued for the sale of spirituous and fermented liquors. The 
amount obtained from this source was 5,898/. in 1864, as compared with 4,914/. in 1863; 
a remarkable sum when considered with reference to the population. 

8. The remaining principal source of revenue is what are termed “ Trade Licences,” 
which are Jevied according to scale, the rates under which are most unequal, and bear no 
proportion to each other. 

9. Revenue—The total] revenue received from all sources in 1864 amounted to 
71,268l., as compared with 73,776/. in 1863; nevertheless, under almost every head of 
revenue, there is an increase. A new source of revenue also appears in gold mining 
licences, 8301. 

10. There has been a falling off of 1,697/. under the head of “ Land Sales,” owing to 
the unsettlement of the Crown Lands question and the partial suspense of the pro- 
clamation regulating the sale of public lands. 

11. Expenditure.—The total expenditure, 74,2461. presents an increase, as com- 
pared with that of 1863, of 69,5897. A considerable increase occurs in the ordinary 
expenditure. Under the head of “ Works and Buildings,” the sum expended out of 
the “ Road and Harbour Loan” is 18,452/., as compared with 1,604/. in 1863. 

12. nner ned Acts passed during the year do not call for any special 
remarks. 

13. Political Franchise.—The number of electors on the register for 1864 is 1,213. 
This number, however, represents the number of votes but not the number of voters, many 
persons being on the register for three, four, and some for even as many as five and six 
electoral districts. The actual number of persons who possess those 1,213 votes is §90, 
or less than three-fourths, and nearly all those are resident in Victoria, and possess votes 
in respect of lands which they have taken up in out-districts, and which they neither 
occupy nor improve. 

14. The number of registered voters for the seven out-districts, which return eight 
members, is 367, but of those only 141 reside in the districts for which they have 


votes. 





Esquimalt Town - - 
Esquimalt and Metchosin District 
Sooke District - - 
Saanich District - 
Lake District - 
Saltspring and Chemainis 
Nanaimo - - 





15. Legislative Council and Assembly.—The Legislative Council is composed of five 
ex officio and three non-official members nominated by the Crown. 

16. The Legislative Assembly consists of 15 members, elected by constituencies 
before described. The British population of the island, women and children included, 
cannot much, if at all, exceed 3,000. No one connected with the Government has a 
seat in the Assembly, which is in my opinion a great misfortune, placing the Assembly 
and the Executive at a mutual disadvantage, and obstructing or neutralizing useful 
legislation. 

a7 . Civil Establishment.—With more concentrated authority, I think a reduction in 
numbers might be effected, but the scale of salaries, having regard to the small value of 
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money and high cost of living in the Colony, is injudiciously low, furnishing, with few Vancouver 
exceptions, a bare subsistence to those employed. IsLanp. 

18. Population.—The estimate given is the best that can be furnished, and is substan- = 
tially correct ; the European, Negro, and Chinese together numbering about 8,000, and 
the aboriginal Indians about 10,000. 

19. Imports.—These show a net decrease as compared with 1863. There is, however, 
an increase of imports from the United Kingdom of 24,367/., and a decrease of imports 
from the United States and foreign countries of upwards of 80,0001. 

20. Exports.—The general record of exports is too meagre to be of much value. The 
amount of gold, the produce of British Columbia and Vancover Island, exported through 
the banks alone, is 556,945/. 

21. Shipping.—No point worthy of notice presents itself in the Shipping Returns. 

22. Agriculture—No means exist of obtaining agriculture statistics of any value. 
The agricultural resources of the Colony may be said to be almost wholly undeveloped. 
The manner in which public lands have been alienated has tended rather to speculation 
than occupation and improvement. ‘The agricultural land, though limited in extent, is 
amazingly tertile, and suflicient in extent for ten times the present population. 

23. Manufactures and Mines.—Under this head the coal mine at Nanaimo is the most 
— as affording employment for a fixed population, which is the great want of the 

olony. 

94. During the year the discovery of profitable gold diggings within 20 miles 
of Victoria has pointed out a new source of prosperity. The low cost at which the 
miners can subsist, compared with the miners of British Columbia, will probably render 
these mines both profitable and attractive, though the yield of gold be comparatively 
small. 

25. General Remarks.—The great want in this, as in all other new countries, isa fixed 
population, and this can scarcely be expected till the excitement attendant upon the first 
discovery of gold has subsided, and communication with the mother country is facilitated 
and cheapened. The want of direct mail communication with England is a serious 
discouragement and a great detriment to British interests in the Pacific. 

26. The following simple statement, showing the amount of trade transactions for 
1864, the revenue received therefrom, and the per-centage of revenue, will prove 
interesting :— 








Transactions ven 
of 1864. reeL of | Per-centage. 
Dollars. Dollars. 
The assessed value of the transactions of the year amounted to - 5,832,776 = aoe 
The tax assessed according to the Schedule under the Act 
amounted to - - - - - - - — 19,945 0-34 
To these amounts should be added— 
1. Value of Wines and Spirits imported during the year, 
which is allowed to be deducted from Trade Returns - 295,785 cee i! 
2. Amount of Liquor Licences collected during the year - = 
3. Amount of Landing Permits charged on Merchandise - = 
Gross amount of Transactions - - - —_ 
Gross amount of Revenue - - - = 
Per-centage - - - - - 0:91 








27. In connexion with the foregoing, a statement showing the gross amount of imports 
for the year 1864, the taxes bearing upon imports, and the per-centage thereof will afford 
a generally correct view of the extent of mercantile transactions and the taxation they 
are subject to. 





Imports for 
1864. 


Taxes bearing 


on Imports. Per-centage. 














Dollars. Dollars. 
Gross amount of Imports for the year | 3,602,886 — 
Trade Assessments - - - _— 19,945 
Liquor Licences - - - 29,638 
Landing Permits - - - 6,430 











VANCOUVER 
ISLAND. 
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2s. An inquiry into the drinking statistics in all, especially new, British Colonies 
presents very deplorable results. ‘The following figures will show that this Colony is not 
exempt from the evils which exist elsewhere :— 





Dollars. 
The imported value of wines and spirits of every description during the year 1864 | 
(Port of Victoria) - - : - - - - - 895,785* 
Add profits, say 40 per cent. = : : : - - - 118,314 
a Sense 414,099 
Deduct value of wines and spirits of every description imported through Vancouver 
Island into the Colony of British Columbia during the same period - - 149,184 
Estimated consumption of Vancouver Island during the year 1864 - - - 264,915 
(Which, assuming the male adult population to be 5,000, gives an annual expenditure 
per man of 52 dollars 98 cents.) 
Amount brought down as the transactions of wholesale dealers (importers) - - 414,099 
Add for retail transactions - - - - - - - - 264,915 
Annual transactions in liquor - - - - - - 679,014 





(On this amount of transactions the annual licences for the sale of liquor, wholesale 
° and retail (29,638 dollars), is equal to 4-36 per cent.) | 

29. There are 85 retail licences for public-houses granted in the city of Victoria 
alone, in addition to 23 wholesale licences, the quarterly fees for which amount to 
6,880 dollars. 

30. Outside the city there are 41 licensed retail public-houses, making a total of 149 
licences to sell drink, for which the fees payable for the year amount to 29,909 dollars. 
This enormous drain upon the earnings of the small population of this Colony cannot 
fail to produce disastrous social results. 

31. It cannot be expected that this Colony will continue to progress in the rapid 
manner it has hitherto done, but I entertain no apprehension for its future. Its fine 
climate, good harbours, natural resources, and favourable geographical position for all 
purposes of commerce cannot fail, under judicious laws, to secure for Vancouver Island 
a high station among prosperous British Colonies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. E. KENNEDY. 





Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Kennepy, C.B., to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No.1.) 
Sir, Government House, Victoria, September 22, 1865. 
MIsRrEPRESENTATIONS having been persistently put forth to prove that the people of 
this Colony labour under excessive taxation, I caused the accompanying statement to be 
published for general information. 
The details of this statement will be found in the Annual Blue Book for 1864, already 
transmitted. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. E. KENNEDY. 


Enclosure. 
Extract from the “ Government Gazette ” of September 19, 1865. 


_ Colonial Secretary’s Office, September 16, 1865. 
Tue following statistics, prepared by the auditor, from the Colonial accounts for the year 1864, con- 
taining matter of interest to the public, are hereby published for general information. 
By his Excellency’s command, 
(Signed) Wiiuiam A. G. Youne, 
Colonial Secretary. 


1. SraTEmENT showing in detail the Gross Receipts of the Colonial Treasury during the year 1864. 


1.— Tarxes and Dues. 
Dols. c. Dols. ec. 


Real Estate Tax - - - - - - 47,469 99 
Port and Harbour Dues - - ° - - 16,425 80 
Liquor Licences - - - - - - 28,608 69 
Trade Licences - : - - - - 23,770 25 
Victoria City Half per Cent. Tax - - - - ° 4,485 82 
Total Taxes and Dues - - - - - 120,760 55 


* This is equal to more than 8 per cent. of the total imports of Vancouver Island. 
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2.— Receipts other than Taxes and Dues. 
Dols. c. Dols, c. 


Land sales - - - - - - - 15,528 45 
Land revenue - - - - - - - 565 0 
Rents - - - - - - - - 1,140 0 
Mining fees_——- - - - - - - 4,030 20 
Postage - - - - - - - 38,510 O 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of Court = - - - - 9,010 28 
Fees of office - - ~ - - - - 4,645 82 
Sale of Government property - - - - - 341 5 
Reimbursements in aid of expenses incurred :— 
Government of British Columbia, for maintenance of light- 
houses - - * - = - - 4,384 64 
Imperial Government, on account of Royal Marines at San 
Juan, &c. - - - - - - 12,251 78 
Miscellaneous reimbursements - - - - 1,039 11 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - - - - 5,897 69 
Interest - - - - - - -  +4,732 80 
Deposits > - - - - - - 1,210 9 
Road and harbour loan - - - - - - 24,250 0 
Loan repaid by Government of British Columbia - - 43,650 0 
Total Receipts other than Taxes - - - - 136,186 80 
3.— Receipts, Nominal (matter of Account). 
Defalcations of G. T. Gordon written off - - - 98,485 72 
, Advances to heads of Departments, accounted for - - 85,271 1 
Total nominal Receipts = - - - - - 88,706 73 
4,—Balance in Treasury on January |, 1864 - - - - 23,525 68 
Total gross Receipts - - - - - - - 369,179 82 





II.—Sratrement of the estimated Population of Vancouver Island, as entered in the Colonial Blue 
Book for 1864. 





Population, exclusive of aboriginal Indians - - - - - 8,000 
Aboriginal Indians - - - - - - - - 10,000 
Total Population - - - - - - - 18,000 


Note.—It is estimated that three-fourths of the population (exclusive of aborigines) consist of adult males. 


III.—Srarement showing the Rate of Taxation (inclusive of Municipal Taxes) levied per Head of 
the Population (exclusive of Aborigines) in the Year 1864. 


Taxes - - - - - - - - - 120,760 dols. 55 ¢. 
Population - - : : - - 8,000 
Rate per head - 7 = : - - 15 dols. 9c. 


IV.—StatTemMeEntT showing the Rate of Taxation (inclusive of Municipal Taxes) levied per Head of 
the Population (inclusive of Aborigines) in the Year 1864. _ 


Taxes - - - - : z - - - 120,760 dols, 55 c. 
Population - - - ° - - - - 18,000. 
Rate per head - - - = - - - 6 dols, 70 c. 


V.--SraTEMENT showing the Value of Imports into Vancouver Island during the Year 1864, per Head 
of the Population (exclusive of Aborigines). 


Total imports - - - - - - - 3,602,786 dollars. 
Population -— - - : : = - - 8,000 
Rate per head - - - 7 : - - 450 dollars, 


VI.—Staremenr showing the Value of Imports into Vancouver Island during the Year 1864, per Head 
of the Population (inclusive of Aborigines). | 


Total imports - - - - - - - 3,602,786 dollars. 
Population - - - - - : - - 18,000 
Rate per head - - - : : - - 200 dollars, 


(Signed) Henry WakeErorD, Auditor. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 9. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Acting Governor Cuamseruayne to the Right Hon. 
Epwarp Carpwe Lt, M.P. 


(No. 53.) Government House, Sierra Leone, 
SIR, - May 19, 1865. 

1. 1 Have the honour to transmit herewith the annual Blue Book for this Colony 
for the year 1864. 

2. Having only assumed the administration of the Government on the Ist instant, I am 
not in a position to offer any lengthy report on the state of the Colony, but as I have 
served here on two occasions in a military capacity, first in 1845, and again in 1863, I 
can bear testimony to the gradual but steady improvement of the Colony, and to the 
good conduct and growing intelligence of its inhabitants, who in this respect present a 
contrast to their own race inhabiting the adjacent countries, which is as creditable 
as it must be gratifying to those who have contributed to bring about such satisfactory 
results. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. CHAMBERLAYNE, 

The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., Acting Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. : 





GAMBIA. 


No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Acting Governor Primer to the Right Hou. Epwarp 
CarpwELL, M.P. 


(No. 4.) Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, 
Richt HonouraB_e Sir, September 20, 1865. 
Herewiru I have the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the year 1864. 

2. Colonel Ord, in his report to the Committee of the House of Commons, having 
commented upon the revenue and expenditure of the Colony for last year, I merely beg 
to point out the apparent cause of the increase and decrease in some of the items. 

3. Under the head of imports there is an increase in the revenue received upon 
tobacco of 668/. 4s. 3d., and upon wine and spirits of 912/. 8s. 2d. This increase is 
accounted for in his Excellency Colonel d’Arcy’s report upon the Blue Book of 1863. 
Bonds payable in 12 months were given for the duty on tobacco imported in 1863, under 
Customs Ordinance of that year. Large quantities of rum were imported from Great 
Britain during the same year, the price in America having increased considerably, and 
there being every prospect of its continuing to do so; bonds were also given for the duty 
on this article. 

4, Ground nuts show a decrease of 1,333/. The continuance of the Mohammedan 
Crusade has seriously affected the ground nut trade, particularly in the lower or that 
portion of the river below McCarthy’s Island. 

5. The Colah nut trade has also been affected by the disturbances in the river, and 
shows a decrease to the revenue of 175l., although the nut is eagerly sought after by the 
Mohammedans, the traders, who are mostly Christians and natives of Sierra Leone, are 
afraid to trust themselves and their property amongst a set of fanatics so prone to 
“‘ conversion ” as the followers of Mabah. 

6. The natives in the lower river are at present quiet, but rumours have reached me that 
the Soninkees are arming on the left bank of the river, under their leader “ Sedjou,” and 
intend crossing over to attack Mabah in Baddiboo, 

7. I am also informed that there is every likelihood of a war between the Soninkees 
and Marabouts in the upper river next year. 

8. Tonnage dues, quarantine fees, and pilotage also show a decrease of 725/. by the 
return of vessels entered inwards. It will be seen that there were 13 vessels, or 7,370 
tons of shipping, less entered in 1864 than 1863. 
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9. The very large increase to the revenue derived from hides (say 489/.) during the Gamera. 
past year has, I regret to say, been caused by a disease (pulmonary) which raged amongst §=£=— 
the cattle all over the country, and extended into Salem and the French Colonies of 
Goree and Senegal, during last year. This disease, I am sorry to say, has shown itself 
again this year, and it is reported is carrying off the cattle in thousands; this, together 
with the continued disturbances amongst the natives, I am informed will prevent the 
(civil and military) contractors from fulfilling their contracts for beef. At the present 
time it is calculated that there are 120,000 hides in store here awaiting an improvement 
in the American and French markets. I beg to enclose a report from Dr. Sherwood, the 
colonial surgeon, upon the above disease. 

10. The last cattle vessel belonging to the contractor to the military shipped 100 head 
of cattle at St. Louis, Senegal, and during a passage of eight days to this port lost 50 
head by the disease alone. 

11. Local improvements.—£871 was expended last year under this head, the town is 
now thoroughly drained, and consequently its sanitary condition is much improved. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. BERESFORD PRIMET, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., Acting Governor. 


&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 10. 


Str, Colonial Hospital, Bathurst, September 22, 1865. 

In compliance with your wishes I beg to forward you the result of my examination of cattle who 
have died of the disease which has destroyed so many of them in Bathurst, and on both sides of the 
River Gambia for hundreds of miles. : 

In every case that I have examined, both those who have been found dead and those who have been 
slaughtered, I have found extensive lung disease, pleuro-pneumonia, total absence of fat, muscles much 
emaciated, and decomposition takes place more rapidly than in healthy bodies. 

I think tlie epidemic may be accounted for when we bear in mind that Marba, who has for the last 
two or three years kept the different tribes on the banks of the river in constant warfare, driving them 
with their cattle from place to place, the tribes and cattle suffering great hardships for want of provision, 
hence causing the disease which has carried off so many; and I regret to say the natives have not 
escaped, many of the poor wanderers have applied too late at the Colonial Hospital for me to do more 
than give them an asylum to die in. 

With respect to sanitary condition of Bathurst, 1 am happy to say it has never been in a more satis- 
factory state, and I attribute it entirely to the care bestowed by his Excellency Colonel d’Arcy upon 
the drainage, and his making the road to the Cape, which enables the European inhabitants in the cool 
of the evening to drive out instead of the fatigue of riding. 

I have, &c. 


His Excellency Hon. C. B. Primet, (Signed) W. H. Suerwoop, M.D., 
Acting Governor. Colonial Surgeon. 


Gop Coast. 


GOLD COAST. 


No. 11. No. 11. 
[ Not received. ] 





CAPE OF 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Goop Hopkr. 


No. 12. oes 


No. 12. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir P. E. Wopgnoussg, K.C.B., to the ° 
Right Honourable Epwarp CarpweE ti, M.P. 


(No. 111.) Government House, Cape Town, 
Sir, November 6, 1865. 
I wave the honour of transmitting for your information the Blue Book for the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope for the year 1864. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon, Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) P. E. WODEHOUSE. 
&e. &c. &c. 
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NATAL. 
No. 13. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Acting Governor Tuomas, C.B., to the 
Right Honourable Eowarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 
(No. 12.) 


SiR, Government House, Natal, August 18, 1865. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith two copies of the Blue Book of this 
Colony for the year 1864. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. THOMAS, Colonel, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., Administrator of the Government. 
&c. &c. &c. 


LAGOS. 


No. 14. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor GLover to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 


(No. 44.) 

Sir, Government House, Lagos, May 2, 1865. 

I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1864, accompanied by 
such remarks as have appeared to me necessary for the explanation of any alterations in 
the revenue and expenditure of the year in question. 

With regard to the taxes, duties, and other sources of revenue of this Settlement, 
the remarks made by his Excellency Governor Treeman in his report of last year are 
still applicable to the subject. A system of direct taxation, at all events to any extent, 
would be injudicious in the present undeveloped state of this Settlement. I had most 
certainly desired to institute a system of licences, similar to that carried on at Sierra 
Leone and elsewhere, on the sale of wines and spirits, &c. Circumstances have prevented 
me from carrying out my views in this respect; but I am still of opinion that such a tax 
would be a just and fair one, and would be beneficial in its effects. As matters stand, 
however, our principal and almost entire revenue is derived from our customs duties. 
It is upon these alone that we must rely ; and had our tariff been raised to that of other 
Colonies a very sufficient revenue would have accrued to the Settlement, even under 
the unfavourable circumstances which have influenced the trade of the past year. I trust, 
however, that the brighter prospects of the present year, caused by the opening of the 
roads to the Yornba country, will do away with any necessity for increasing our duties. 
A very great and unfavourable influence is exercised upon the general duties of this port 
by the facilities afforded to merchants (principally foreign ones) of landing their goods 
on the beach near Porto Novo, and after paying a comparatively trifling duty to the 
King of Dahomey, who claims the sea beach as his territory, conveying the said goods 
through Cotenoo Creek to Porto Novo, and passing them thence into the interior, thus 
placing the Lagos merchants at a manifest disadvantage by under-selling them. The 
only drawback to this mode of proceeding was the inconvenience and oppression to 
which they might at any time be exposed, on account of occasional arbitrary measures 
on the part of the King of Dahomey, and these measures were more than once 
exercised. Perceiving this, an attempt was made by this Government, by granting 
peculiarly favourable terms to importers landing goods “in transit” for Porto Novo, to 
turn the Cotenoo trade into its natural channel through Lagos; and it was anticipated 
that after the passing of Ordinance No. 8, of the 6th April 1864, granting half duties, 
or a drawback of 50 per cent. on goods intended for Porto Novo, the additional sense of 
security afforded by this mode of importation would have counterbalanced the advan- 
tages which even under these very favourable circumstances were still presented by the 
discharge of goods at Cotenoo. Unfortunately the system has not worked well, and 
instead of resulting,in a gain, has been the cause of considerable loss to this Government. 
I may here remark that a very extensive traffic in slaves is carried on from Abbeokuta 
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and the countries beyond, through the said creek of Cotenoo and others leading from 
Porto Novo towards Whydah; and could these passages be permanently blocked up, a 
severe blow would be inflicted upon the Port Novo slave dealers, while our revenue 
would, as above demonstrated, receive great benefits from the measure. I also intended 
to impose a licence tax upon all boats and canoes belonging to Lagos, and plying on 
the lagoons; but have judged it expedient to defer Eats enaUre i the pine 

# 


Taking a general view of the revenue and expenditure for the past year, it will be 
seen that the increase over the preceding year, if any, 1s inconsiderable. ‘The only 
decrease of importance appears in the customs; this 1s owing to the continuance of the 
desolating and internecine war waged without intermission, and for selfish and ambitious 
purposes, by the Egba tribe against the Ibadans. This contest entirely closes up the 
trade from the great Yornba country and the Niger beyond; and until these native 
quarrels are put an end to, trade must remain in the depressed condition in which it has 
been for the last four years. ‘The apparent increase in revenue over the year 1863, 
when the decrease is deducted therefrom, will therefore on examination prove com- 
paratively illusory. The net increase, viz., 5,206/., is more than accounted for by the 
‘‘ Parliamentary Grant” and “ Loans.” 

The number of Ordinances passed during 1864 amounts to 13. Of these, the prin- 
cipal are No. 5, being “ An Ordinance to regulate and establish the Duties in Lagos, &c. ;” 
No. 6, “ Establishing a Petty Debt Court,” which is composed entirely of coloured men, 
and appears to work satisfactorily and fairly ; No. 7, “ An Ordinance to make Provision 
“for the Prevention of Smuggling within the Settlement of Lagos,” based on the 
‘¢ Consolidated Customs’ Act,” and also adapted from a similar enactment at Sierra 
Leone, and No. 8, alluded to in paragraph 2 of this letter. 

The very considerable increase in the cost of the Armed Houssa Police is caused 
principally by their having been left until my arrival very indifferently clothed, and the 
very large contingent expenses were caused by the calling out of an addition hundred in 
the middle of the year; the weakness of the military force at the station incapacitating 
the regular troops from supplying even the regular guards to the Colony. 

In conclusion, I would beg to state that the past year has been as unfavourable a one as 
could possibly occur ; and the depression of trade, amounting at times to an almost total 
suspension of business, brought the resources of the Settlement to their lowest ebb. 
Nevertheless the Colony has struggled through what I think I am justified in calling its 
most critical period, and the partial brightening of the horizon at the commencement of 
the present year gives me confidence in affirming that matters are improved, and are 
still rapidly improving. I sincerely believe that the Blue Book for the present year 
will bear a very advantageous comparison with the one which I have now the honour to 
enclose. 

I have, &c. 
~The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) JOHN W. GLOVER, 


&c. &c. &c Lieutenant-Governor. 





ST. HELENA. 


No. 15. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Cuarues Exrrot, K.C.B., to the Right 
Honourable Epwarp Carpwe tt, M.P. 
(No. 49.) | 


Sir, St. Helena, July 24, 1865. 
Herewira I have the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1864. 


2. The disastrous situation of circumstances in this town, arising from the devastation 
by the white ant, has rendered it my duty to report fully and minutely in other places on 
the whole situation of the Island connected with that subject. Trusting that the loan 
which you have been pleased to authorize may shortly be raised, and that the work 
of reconstruction may then be vigorously prosecuted, I propose to defer any further 
observations until the next year. 

I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


to the Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 
(No. 39.) 


SIR, Government House, Sydney, May 19, 1865. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith copies of the New South Wales Blue Book 
for the year 1864. 
2. Itis prepared in the same form as last year, and the remark then made applies to the 


statistical tables, which will be forwarded separately. 
I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) JOHN YOUNG. 
&c. &c. &c. 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S REporT on the STaTisTICAL Reaister for 1864. 


To the Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 


SIR, Registrar-General’s Office, Sydney, September 1, 1865. 

In presenting to you the annual Statistical Register for the year 1864, I avail 
myself of the opportunity of offering a few cursory remarks in elucidation of the returns, 
and of the progress of which they bear evidence. 


Part 1.—Popu ation, ImmicraTion, VITAL Statistics, &c. 


Population. 2. The population table shows a net increase of 13,655 persons, or 3°60 per cent. on the 


numbers of the previous year, viz. :— 
Males. Females. Total. 


On 3lst December 1863 - - - 209,636 169,298 37 8,934 
Increase - - - - 6,721 6,934 13,655 


On 3lst December 1864 - - - 216,357 176,232 392,589 


The natural increase of the population by the excess of births over deaths was 10,436, 
or at the rate of 2°75 per cent., and by the excess of arrivals over departures, 3,219, or 
0°84 per cent. 


Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 


3. As these are the subject of a special report, but little notice need here be taken. 
The following table shows the number of marriages, births, and deaths registered in 


No. 16 No. 16. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable Sir Jouw Youne, Bart, 
the Colony during the years 1863 and 1864 :— 








YEAR. Marriages, Births, 
1863s z : : 3,314 15,679 
1864 = ‘ ‘ : 3,480 16,881 
Increase = - ° 166 1,202 
Decrease - - . a ae | 
Marriages. The increase in marriages in 1864 was 166. The largest number recorded in one sae 
was that of 1864, 3,480. To every 112 of the population a marriage was celebrated. , 
Births. The increase in births in 1864 over 1863 was 1,202. The births were in the ratio « 


100 males to each 92 females. | 


if 


| 
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It is satisfactory to know that the deaths decreased in 1864, compared with 1863, by New 
208 in number. To every 100 males dying there were 66 females. The climate was Sie 
articularly favourable, and no virulent epidemic prevailed among the community. 
Scarlatina was the disease most fatal, and that principally amongst the infantile popu- Des 
lation. 





Immigration. 


4, The figures in the immigration table indicate the arrivals from the United Kingdom 
only. Previous to the year 1863 the immigration agent has been in the habit of furnishing, 
by means of information obtained from the custom-house, intercolonial as well as foreign 
arrivals ; but as that officer has only to do with arrivals from the United Kingdom, he has 
confined the table to the immigration coming within his own cognizance. 


This explanation will account for the apparent falling off in the numbers who arrived in 
the Colony in 1863 and 1864, compared with previous years. 





























The total arrivals in 1864 were as follows :— Immigration, 
Males. Females, Total. 
From the United Kingdom - - - 1,990 1,987 3,977 
Intercolonial and foreign - - 13,394 3,296 16,690 
| Totas - - - 15,384 5,283 20,667 
Deduct departures - - - - - 13,582 3,866 17,448 Emigration. 
Net increase by immigration over emigration 1,802 1,417 3,219 
The religions of the immigrants at the public expense were— Religion. 
~ Protestants. Roman Catholics. Other Religion. 
1,616 2,304 7 
and their native countries were— | peal 
England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. Other Countries. 
732 275 2,951 19 


Charitable Institutions. 


5. The following table shows the number of inmates in the various establishments during 
the year 1864, as well as the receipts and disbursements for the same period. 


In the 


; Paupers 
INSTITUTIONS. eee feecving Out- Total. Disbursements. 
uring the | “ door Relief. 
Year 
£ os. d. 

Hospitals - - 3,642 3,307 6,999 24,666 19 6 
Benevolent Asylums - 2,433 1,717 4,150 15,154 4 11 
Orphan Schools, &c. 1,159 = 1,159 7,103 12 6 
Invalid and Lunatic - 1,186 — 1,186 19,764 13 9 
Miscellaneous - - 464 — 464 2,987 19 84 

Totals - : 8,884 5,074 13,958 69,677 10 44 





It appears that the total number receiving relief during the year 1864 amounted to Receipts per 
13,958 persons, and the receipts in aid of these amounted to 68,156. 3s. 104d., or at the “""’ 


rate of 41. 17s. 7$d. per head; and the disbursements to 69,6771. 10s. 44d., or at the Disemburse- 
rate of 4/. 19s. 10d. ments per head. 


The return is incomplete for the want of a few returns from some of the institutions ;* Incompleteness 


and I very much regret that, although repeated applications were made for them, I have “""™ 
been unable to succeed in my requirements. : 


iis Hospital, Yass ; Benevolent Asylum, Cooma; Asylum for Destitute Children, and the Sydney House of 
uge. 
E 2 
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Rates of Wages. 


= The average rates of wages ruling since the year 1855 will be seen by the following 
tabie :— 








Town. Country. 
Wages per Diem, Wages per Annum, 
without Board and Lodging. with Board and Lodging. 


1855, | 1858, | 1861. | 1864. | 1855. | 1858. | 1861. | 186-4. 


SS ED | ES | oD | ES SND | aR EY EE TS 


MaLes— s. d.| 8 d.| 8s dls 8. £ £ £ £ 
Carpenters : -| 15 0/ 10 0] 10 0|/8t. 9} — 85 — |30to 80 
Smiths - : -| 15 0] 10 6] 10 0/9to10} — 83 — (50to 8o 
Wheelwrights - -| 15 0] 10 0] 10 6/910} — 7 — '50to sO 
Bricklayers : -| 17 0] 10 6] 11 0/9tc10} — 87 — ['80to 100 
Masons - . -| 17.0] 10 6} 11 6] 10 = 90 — (80t.100 
Farm Labourers’ - - — 5 6 — — 30 to 40 40 30 to 40 '28 to 3O 
Shepherds - : -| — 40; — — |30t035| 30 |30t035/30to 35 





The daily wages reduced from 15s. in 1855 to 10s. 6d. in 1858, and 10s. in 1864. In 
the country, in 1858, the wages ranged from 30/. to 85/. per annum, and in 1864 from 
30/. to 100/. In the years 1855 to 1857 tradesmen and others were unwilling to enter 
into any engagements of a permanent character, owing to the great excitement caused by 
our gold fields. 





WaGeEs PER ANNUM WITH Boarp AND Loperna. 





1858. 1864. 
FremMaLes— 

Cooks - ° - - - - 25 to 30 26 25 to 30 26 to 30 
Housemaids - - - - - 18 to 25 23 20 to 25 20 to 26 
Laundresses - - - - - 25 to 30 26 25 to 30 26 to 30 
Nursemaids - - - - - 15 to 20 19 15 to 20 15 to 26 
General House Servants - - - 20 to 26 25 20 to 25 20 to 30 
Farm House Servants, and - - - 

icles corer fata “3 20 to 24 25 201025 | 18 to 26 


The wages of these domestics have altered but a trifle for the better, and would 
indicate that the supply has been equal to the demand. The year 1858 seems to have 
commanded the lowest rate of wages. 


Provisions and Clothing. 


7. The charges upon articles of consumption in the return under this heading may be 
of interest; I therefore append a table of some of the principal items, showing the rates 
ruling between 1855 and 1864 :— 








YEAR. 
1855. | 1858. | 1861. | 1864. 
8. d. 8. dd, 8 d. 8s. d. 
Wheat - - 2 - per bushel | 16 5 10 3 6 6 12 0 
Bread (lst quality) - - per pound 0 6 0 “t 0 4 0 3 
Flour do. - - - doa 0 7 0 0 3 0 3 
Rice - ~ - - do. 0 6 0 6 O 4 0 38 
Oatmeal - - - do. 0 9 0 7 0 6 0 4 
Tea - ~ ° - do. 2 6 2 6 2 4 2 0 
Sugar - - - - do. 0 7 0 7 0 54 0 4} 
Coffee - “ = - do, 1 8 1 8 1 6 1 4 
Meat, fresh - - - do. 0 6 0 4 0 3 0 4 
Butter,do. = - - - do. 2 4 2 0 1 8 1 6 
Cheese, English - - do, 1 10 1 8 1 7 1 6 
Potatoes - - - per cwt. 21 4 15 6 7 38 5 0 





E 


bye 


ce 
Beil 


Yen) 


Ce 


by 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 33 


Part II.—Rexicion, EpucaTion, AND CRIME. New 
SouTH 
8. The number of registered ministers is stated to be 411, being an increase of 720n the Wares 


numbers of the previous year. pee 
The number of places of worship of the different denominations, and accommodation, Places of 





















with the average attendance, will be found as follows :— ORR, See 
Number of 
. Average 
DENOMINATION. Places A odati 
of Wenbip, ccommodation.| 4b andance. 
Church of England’ - : - - 44,555 34,754 
Roman Catholic - - - - 27,751 23,057 
Presbyterian - - - - - 17,574 10,414 
Wesleyan Methodist - - - - 29,000 26,260 
Independent Wesleyan Methodist - - 500 390 
Primitive Methodist - - - - 4,062 1,780 
Congregational - - - - 8,086 6,201 
Baptist ° - - - - 1,734 920 
Unitarian - - - - - 230 85 
Mariners* __- : : : 2 ies = 
Jewish - - - - - 700 825 
Christian Israelites - - > * 732 272 
Totals - : Z 2 134,924 104, 158 
* No return could be obtained from the minister officiating at the Mariners’ Church. 

The proportionate attendance of the various denominations was as follows :— 
Church of England - - - - 33°30 per cent. Per-centages. 
Roman Catholic - e - - 22°07 “ 
Presbyterian - ~ - - - 9°97  , 
Wesleyan Methodist - - - - 25°13 a, 
Independent Wesleyan Methodist - - 0°37 ss 
Primitive Methodist - - - - 1:70 ” 
Congregational _ - - - 5:93 _ ,, 
Baptist - - . : - 0°88 ‘5 
Unitarian - - - . - 0°08 -. 
Mariners - - 2 - - — 

Jewish - - - - - O31 3 
Christian Israelites - - - - 0°26 - 


The Church of England had the largest attendance, being 33°30 per cent., or nearly 
one-third ; the Wesleyans came next, with 25°13 per cent., or a little better than a 
fourth ; and then the Roman Catholic Church, with 22°07 per cent., being a little more 
than one-fifth of the church-going community. 


Sunday Schools. 


9. The number of Sunday schools in 1864 is 539, against 478 the year previous, being 
an increase of 61. 

Whilst the schools have increased, the teachers have diminished from 3,482 in 1863, Increase and 
to 3,431 in 1864; the apparent decrease amounting to 51. Gecreanes 


The number of children frequenting these schools was— 











Males, Pak Females. Total. 
In 1863* e - i - - * - 27,313 
In 1864 - - 14,529 - 15,573 - 30,102 
Increase ° ‘ . ‘ - 2,789 
or 10 per cent. ee 


49° per cent were males, and 51° per cent. females. 





* The incompleteness of some of the returns does not admit of the sexes being given. 








Increase in 
schools and 
scholars in 10 
years, 


Commitments 
for trial. 
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The children of the different denominations were— 


Church of England - - 9,510 or31°59 per cent. 
Roman Catholic - - 4,580 ,, 15°21 ,, 
Presbyterian - - - 2,593, 8°61 ,, 
Wesleyan - - - 8,964 ,, 29°78 __,, 
Congregational - - 2,954 ,, 9.81 ,, 
Other : - - 1,501, 4°99 ,, 


On an average, each teacher in 1864 had the religious instruction of nine children, 
and in the year previous eight children. 

Great difficulty was experienced in obtaining returns from some of the denominations, 
and in some cases when the returns came to hand they were of little use. 


Daily Schools. 


10. The summary table of daily schools has been made more complete than hitherto. 
Formerly the number of schools was only given, but this year I have succeeded in obtain- 
ing the schools of both sexes, distinguishing the boys from the girls, and those where the 
pupils were miscellaneous. 

The following table will show at a glance the improvement in our scholastic institutions 
in 1864, compared with 1863. 





Number of Schools. : Number of Scholars. 








1864. 1864. 


1863. 


Increase. | Decrease. 1863. 








Increase, | Decree 












Orphan Schools - 
Destitute Children’s Asylum 
Denominational Schools 
National Schools’ - 
University of Sydney 

St. Paul’s College - 

St. John’s College - 
Sydney Grammar School 
Private Schools > 


Totals - 


e r) t t t i] ) t 6 
b—_ 
aad 


LPT ePti dd 


422 452 














Pentre 


976 | 1,023 46,810 | 48,427 





A marked increase is to be observed in all the institutions, with the exception of 
St. Paul’s College, which exhibits a decrease of one. 

Iam unable to make any comparison with the Asylum for destitute Children, not 
having received any return of the working of that institution. 

Under the Denominational system each school averaged 65 scholars. 

Under the National system each school averaged 71 scholars. 

The amount contributed by the State towards the support of Denominational schools 
was 49,093/. Os. 1d., or at the rate of 2/. 4s. 1ld. per head; and from voluntary contri- 
butions, 16,6632. 6s. 2d., or at the rate of 15s. 3d. per head. 

The State contributed towards the support of National schools 35,901/. Os. l1ld., or at 
the rate of 2/. 4s. 2d. per head; and from voluntary contributions, 12,3311. 2s. 5d., or 
15s. 2d. per head was received. 

The total sum paid in the year 1864 for the support of educational establishments was 
105,220/. 3s. 11d., or at the rate of 5s. 44d. per head of the population. 

In the year 1854 there were 413 schools, and 25,953 scholars. The increase during 
the last ten years has been 609 schools, or over 151: per cent.; and 22,474 scholars, or 
over 86° per cent. 


Crime. 


11. Compared with 1863, the returns show a decrease in the number of commitments 
for trial to the higher Courts of Justice of 2, whilst the Courts of Quarter Sessions 
exhibit an increase of 90, making a total increase of 88, as shown in the following 
table :— 
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New 
Courts of Quarter Sessions. SoutH 
GENERAL WALES, 
YEAR. 
: Mis- : Mis- Toran. Lave 
Felonies. F ees Total. Felonies. dean nce: Total. Convictions. 
1864 - - - 199 43 242 558 175 733 975 
18638 - - - 244 475 168 643 887 
Increase - ° — 83 7 90 88 
Decrease - - 2 <= a _— ae 


The convictions in the Supreme Court show an increase over the previous year of 32 
and the Courts of Quarter Sessions an increase of 61, viz. :— 





Supreme Court. Courts of Quarter Sessions. 


YEAR. 


Mis- 
demeanors. 


Total. 


Felonies. 














The following table gives the proportion of commitments, as well as the convictions, Commitments 








to the population, and also the per-centage of convictions to commitments since 1861 :— "2d convie 
Proportion to Population. Per-centage of 

Yea. Population, | Commitments. | Convictions, seats 

ommit- 
Commitments. | Convictions, ments. 

1861 - - - 353,332 1 in 430 1 in 808 53-29 
1862 - - - 365,741 1 in 416 lin 711 58-47 
1863 = : - 371,160 1 in 418 1 in 746 56-03 
Mean of three years - — 1 in 421 1 in 755 55-93 
1864 ° - - 385,893 1 in 395 1 in 654 60-51 
Increase on average - 1 in 30 1 in 101 4-58 
Mean of four years - 1 in 415 57-07 








From this table we perceive— 
Commitments. 


Firstly. The commitments rose from 820, or a proportion of 1 in every 430 of the 
population, in 1861, to 879, or 1] in 416 of the population, in 1862. That the commit- 
ments in 1863, although larger in number than either of the two previous years, bore a 
better ratio to the population than in 1862, but not so good as 1861. ‘That 1864 bore a 
worse ratio than either of the three preceding years, the commitments heing 975, or 
1 in every 395 of the population. That the average of the four years was 890, or 1 in 
every 415 of the population. 


Convictions. 


Secondly. The convictions increased from 437, or 1 in every 808 of the population, in 
1861, to 514, or 1 in every 711 of the population, in 1862. That in 1863 the convictions 
were 497, or 1 in 746 of the population, being much better than 1862, but not so good 
as 1861. That the year. 1864 was far worse than either of the preceding years, the 
number being 590, or 1 in every 654 of the population. That the year 1864 was far 
above the average. ‘That the four years’ oe was 509, or 1 in 730 of the population. 
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Thirdly. We find that of the committals 53° per cent in 1861, 58° per cent. in 1862 
56:per cent. in 1863, and 60° per cent. in 1864 were brought home to conviction. 

The average of the four years was 57°per cent. 

Taking the mean of the three years 1859 to 1861, and 1862 to 1864, the following 
results are elicited :— 














Proportion to Population. 
a A 
Commitments. Convictions. 
1859 to 1861 - - lin 451 - - lin 813 
1862 to 1864 - - lin 413 ; - lin 703 
Difference - - 38, or 9°20 per cent. 1120, or 15 per cent. 


Summary Jurisdiction. 


The numbers taken into custody by the police were 12,826 males and 4,032 females, 
disposed of in the several Courts of Petty Sessions in the following way :— 

























*Taken into Custody. Convicted. Committed for Trial. Discharged. 
OFFENCES. 

M. F. 
Against the Person - -| 5,520] 2273] 3,347] 1,586 37 1,892 650 
» Property -  -| #3319] ‘7o2| 1,237| 354 s2 | 1349| 266 

Seamen's: ans 537 283 252 

Prisoners of the Crown . - am ~ = 
Drunkards’ - : -| 3,450 1,057| 1,071| 179 2,379 | 877 
Total : -| 12,826 | 4,032 | 5,938 | 2.119 5,872 | 1,793 





* The return refers to cases, not to individuals, t One escaped from custody. 

In the Metropolitan district the numbers brought before the two courts were 2,937, 
males and 1,861 females for offences against the person; 1,248 males and 514 females 
for offences against property ; and 921 males and 576 females for drunkenness ; together, 
8,057, or nearly 48° per cent. of the total apprehensions in the Colony. 

The males numbered 5,106; of which 1,420, or nearly 28° per cent., can read and 
write; 2,852, or nearly 55° per cent. can read only, and 834, or 16° per cent., can neither 
read nor write. Of the 2,951 females, 263, or 8° per cent., can read and write; 1,564, 
or 53'per cent., can read only; and 1,124, or 38 per cent., can neither read nor write. 

The apprehensions in the whole Colony during the last six years, and the proportion 
they bore to the population, will be found as follows :— 











Population Ratio to Population. 
YEAR. at the Middle of | Apprehensions, 

the Year. 

Per 1,000. Or 
1859 330,860 18,018 54°458 1 in 18 
1860 330,840 19,193 58-013 1 in 17 
1861 353,332 16,737 47-368 1 in 21 
1862 365,741 15,410 42-133 1 in 23 
1863 371,160 15,855 42-717 1 in 23 
1864 385,893 16,858 43-685 1 in 22 
Mean of Six Years - - 46-930 1 in 21 





The years 1862 and 1863 were the most favourable, the apprehensions being 1 to 
every 23 of the population ; the year 1860, the most unfavourable, being 1 to 17. The 
mean of six years was | to every 21 of the population. 


Part L[II].—Trape anp ComMERCE., 


12. The customs returns, numbered 40 to 95 inclusive, manifest a large increase in 
trade, and tend to show in a great way the wealth and industry of the people. 
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The total value of imports, as declared at the Custom House, shows an increase over New 
the previous year of more than a million and a half sterling, and the exports an increase Sours 


of more than a million sterling, as shown in the following table :— WALES. 
Imports and 
Excess of exports, 
a Imports. Exports, : 
Imports. Exports, 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom - - | 3,856,161 2,559,380 1,296,781 date 
British Colonies - -| 4.906,304 | 5,379,062 = 472,758 
Foreign States - -| 1,073,577 178,775 894,802 
1864 - - | 9,836,042 8,117,217 1,718,825 
18638 - : - | 8,319,576 6,936,839 1,382,737 


Increase - {| 1,516,466 1,180,378 336,088 





Taking the decennial tables of imports and exports, and dividing them into quinquennial 
periods, we find that the average value of imports, from 1855 to 1859, was 5,403,0632. ; 
from 1860 to 1864, 8,280,220/., or an increase of 2,377,157/. The exports, from 1855 to 
1859, averaged 3,856,257/., against 6,564,695/. in 1860 to 1864, showing an increase of 
2,708,438/. : 


The imports were at the rate of 25/7. 9s. 94d. per head of the population at the middle Imports. 
of the year,* and the exports at the rate of 21/. Os. 84d. per head. 


The articles of import exhibiting the greatest increase, compared with 1863, were,— 


———= 1863. | 1864. Increase. 
£ £ £ 
Coffee ° - - 18,924 50,140 31,216 
Flour and bread - ° 192,923 522,553 329,630 
Gold andcoin - - 499,324 1,757,378 1,258,054 
Grain - - - 278,448 457,354 178,906 
Tobacco - - ° 113,933 23] ,692 117,759 
Wool - - - 647,426 835,949 188,523 
Leather - - - 261,597 365,121 103,524 


Those showing a decrease were beer, hardware, linen, and drapery, and spirits. 
The amount collected at the Custom House upon dutiable and warehoused goods, Dutiable goods. 
imported during the year and previous years, was— 


In 1864 - 538,445/. 13s. 6d., against 
616,0087. 12s. 1d. the year before. 








Showing a decrease of - ° 77,0621. 18s. 7d. 


The extensive trade carried on between the Colonies is somewhat remarkable. 


The value of goods imported from Victoria was close upon two millions, and the | 
exports thereto nearly a million of pounds sterling. | 
Queensland ranks next. The imports from this Colony amounted in value to over a 
million sterling, whilst the exports thereto was nearly a million and a quarter. The 

imports consist principally of wool sent here for shipment to the mother country. 
Then comes New Zealand. The value of imports from this Colony was 715,278i., and 
the exports thereto over a million of pounds sterling. 


Colonial Produce. 


Of the total value of exports seaward (8,1 17,2171.), 5,746,678/. was the produce of our Exports, pro- 
own industry. eS 





* 385,893. 
14420, F 
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The following are some of the principal items of export, and show a large increase on 
the previous year :— 





Butter and cheese - - 22,550 43,261 20,711 = 
Carts, drays, and waggons = - 21,576 24,499 2,923 — 
Coals - - - 220,181 212,488 — 7,693 
Gold - - - | 2,361,949 2,952,471 590,522 sais 
Flour and bread - - 39,616 69,300 29,684 a 
Fruit - - - - 39,073 38,946 _ 127 
Grain - - - - 136,934 118,885 — 18,049 
Hay - : : : 6,682 10,709 4,027 a 
Leather - - - 33,875 35,041 1,166 a 
Live stock - - - 109,821 166,552 56,731 — 
Machinery - - - 1,528 8,617 7,089 = 
Provisions - - 25,754 28,270 2,516 = 
Skins - 2 : : 94,072 105,747 | 11,675 ai 
Soap - - - - 8,717 11,522 2,805 == 
Tallow - - - - 31,221 100,654 69,433 ~— 
Wool - - - - | 1,262,274 1,628,493 | 366,219 — 
Timber - - - 42,190 37,772 ~ 4,418 


twenty-three millions of pounds sterling. 


Wool. 


With regard to our great staple commodity, wool, we find, upon reference to the border 
customs returns, which are compiled from the 17th September to the 31st December 


‘inclusive only (the time of the establishment of border customs stations by the Govern- 


ment along the River Murray), that the quantity that crossed the Murray en route to 


.Victoria was :— 





_ Ibs. 
Via Albury - - - - - 306,662 
,, Corowa - - - - - 725,725 
», Moama* - - - - 3,956,050 
, Swan Hill Crossing - - - - 1,122,240 
», ustont - - - : ~ 48,650 
Making a total of - - - - 6,159,327 
To which should be added an export to South 
Australia of - - - - - 1,254,060 
Making an export overland of - - - 7,413,387 
Then add export seaward - - - 18,414,530 
Which will show a grand export for New 
South Wales of ° - - - 25,827,917 


The border customs returns, although only for a little better than a quarter of the 
year, will augment considerably the import and export returns seaward. 


The imports and exports overland were as follows :— 


| er Exports. 

Vid Albury - - - 114,265 73,110 
,, Corowa . . -  —-: 23,381 57,785 
» Moama_ oa . - 46,841 573,297 
», swan Hill Crossing - - 10,930 95,549 
»» Euston ° - - 8,109 15,690 
,, Wentworth - - - 96,140 105,184 
Totals overland - - 299,666 920,615 
Add seaward - - 9,836,042 8,117,217 
General total - - - 10,135,708 9,037,832 





# 11,303 bales, calculated at 350 lbs. per bale. 
t 189 bales, do. do. 
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Shipping. “New 
13. The shipping returns will confirm the flourishing state of trade. nals 
The inward and outward shipping to and from the several ports, compared with 1863, 
show a large increase, viz. :— Towards and 
Vessels Inwards, Vessels Outwards, 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Sydney : - 1,119 397,004 987 365,907 
Newcastle - “ 664 196,961 795 266,528 
Eden - - 23 9,007 26 10,832 
Grafton and_ Rich- 
mond River . 43 4,196 34 3,790 
Totals - 1,849 607,168 1,842 647,057 
Totals 1863 - 1,494 479,827 1,603 511,373 
Increase - 355 127,341 239 135,684 
The nationality of these was— | Nationality. 
18 1863. 
ieee SSS 
Vessels, . Tons, Vessels, Tons. 
British - 1,716 546,478 1,372 422,842 
Foreign - 133 60,690 122 56,985 


The arrivals from Great Britain have decreased from 112 vessels, of an aggregate Arrivals from 
tonnage of 86,755 tons, in 1863, to 102 vessels, of’ an aggregate tonnage of 80,166 tons, St Bn 
in the year 1864. | 

It is quite the reverse with departures ; for 37 vessels, of a tonnage of 33,066 tons, Departures to 
were homeward bound in 1864, against 33 vessels, of a tonnage of 30,060 tons, the year Stet Bn > 
before. . 


Forty new vessels were built, of the aggregate tonnage of 3,814 tons. 


Part IV.—MILLs anp MANUFACTURES. 


14. I have but little to notice in the tables under this heading. 


In the return of mills for grinding and dressing grain, it appears those worked by water, Mille. 
wind, and horse are being gradually superseded by steam mills. The number of mills 
in 1864 was 174: this is a decrease on the previous year of 6. 


_ The number of manufactories, works, &c. was 2,084, against 1,768 the year before, 
showing an increase of 316. 

The operations of some of our manufactories, compared with 1863, will be found as Manufactures. 
follows :— 





1864. 1863. 
SSS. ee 
No. of Quantity No. of Quantity 
Manufactories. produced. Manufactories, produced. 
Woollens_~ - 5 91,800 yards. 5 64,650 yards. 
Soap - 26 74,900 cwt. 33 60,947 cwt. 
Tobacco - 39 8,6194 ,, 31 4,808 ,, 
Refined sugar 5 118,480 ,, 5 169,280 ,, 


Of woollens manufactured there is an increase of 27,150 yards. The two last years 
show a falling off of 117,663 yards compared with the two previous years. This may be 
attributed to the large quantity of stock in hand from the two previous years’ manu- 
facture. 


The tobacco manufactories show an increase of 8, whilst the quantity manufactured has 
nearly doubled that of the previous year. 


The boiling-down establishments have increased from 39 in 1863 to 57 in 1864; the Hallion. doee 
sheep slaughtered have increased from 7,574 in 1863 to the number of 39,927 in 1864; aseracait 
the slaughter of cattle has likewise increased from 30,335 head in 1863 to 60,090 in 
1864, having nearly doubled the number of the previous year. The produce was 57,594 


cwt. of tallow in 1863, and 75,241 cwt. in 1864. 4,569 pigs produced 19,736 Ibs. of 
lard. | 3 
F 2 
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New Mining. 
es 15. The quantity and value of gold brought to the mint by escort from the several gold 


fields exhibit a considerable decrease on the returns of the previous year, as shown in the 
Gold. following table :— 








Western District. Southern District. Northern District. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Ozs. £ Ozs, £ QOzs. 
1863 - -_ 215,443 818,741 170,766 669,700 37,198 140,607 
1864 - - - | 149,709 562,425 139,270 544,253 27,450 104,491 


ee a ememmmnmeel (mmmmmmmmmmmmmmeteeeee ee ee 


Decrease - - 65,734 256,316 31,496 125,447 9,748 36,116 





The total quantity of gold received in 1864 was 316,429 ozs., against 423,407 ozs. in 
1863, showing a decrease of 106,978 ozs., or 25 per cent. 

The values of the gold as tested in the mint ranged from 3/. 11s. 3d. to 32. 19s. 3d. in 
the western district; 3/. 15s. to 41. ls. 9d. in the southern district; and 32. 2s. 9d. to 
3]. 19s. 4d. in the northern district. 

Although the foregoing table indicates pretty clearly a falling off in the yield of the 
precious ore at the gold fields, to arrive at their true state we must take the quantity of 
gold received into the mint for coinage, and that passed through the Customs for export, 
in its natural state, since 1862; by doing this we find a falling off in 1863 of 180,910 ozs. 
of the value of 691,573/.; and in 1864, compared with 1863, a decrease of 107,623 ozs., 
of the value of 423,301/., shown as follows :— 


———— 1862. 1868, 1864. 


Ozs. £ Ozs. £ Ozs, £ 
Mint - - - | 587,895 | 2,262,471 | 401,713 1,545,419 | 308,670 | 1,181,898 
Customs - - 26,363 93,391 31,635 118,870 17,055 59,090 
Total - -| 614,258 | 2,355,862 | 433,348 | 1,664,289 | 325,725 | 1,240,988 


Coal. copper, Not only the coal, but the copper and iron mines appear to have been worked with 

and iron mines. ynwonted energy. 

Coal. - The quantity of coal raised at the mines in 1864 was 549,012 tons, of the stated value 
of 270,1711., against 433,889 tons, of the value of 236,230/., the year previous. 


Export of coal, We exported to— 














£ 

Victoria - - - 133,484 tons, valued at 69,192 

New Zealand - - 74,644 _ ,, es 40,700 

South Australia - 60,750 ,, ms 29,183 

Shanghai - - - 35,852 ,, a 26,142 

United States - - 17,619 ,, e 11,828 

Hong Kong - - - 10,370 _ ,, , 9,543 

Other places - : - 39,747 5; x 25,900 

Making a total quantity exported of = 372,466 (212,488 
Number of The number of mines in 1864 was 25, four of which were not worked, against 20 mines 

mines. the year before, two of which were not worked, showing an increase of five. 
Copper. The Cadiangullong copper mine, near Orange, yielded 1,800 tons of ore, of the value 


of 14,6001. 
The Quedong copper mine, near Bombala, yielded 300 tons of ore, valued at 7,500/. 
The two mines at Broulee, consisting of gold, silver, lead, sulphur, and arsenic, were 
in active operation, but the particulars could not be ascertained. 
Iron, The Fitz Roy iron mine, at Berrima, produced 2,000 tons of ore, valued at 5001. 
There are other mines, consisting of copper and lead, but are not at work. 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 41 


Part V.—AGRICULTURE. NEw 


SouTH 
16. The number of occupiers of land (exclusive of those for pastoral purposes) has Wates. 


increased from 19,361 in 1863, to 21,540 in 1864; of these, 13,166 were freeholders, and aoe 
ccupiers of 

8,374 leaseholders. land. 

The extent of their holdings increased from 7,310,343 acres in 1863, to 7,545,117 Holdings. 
acres in 1864, of which 3,975,148 acres were freeholds, and 3,569,969 acres leaseholds. 

The extent of land in cultivation was 321,526 acres, against 308,260 acres the year Land in culti- 
before; the increase being 13,266 acres, or 4° per cent. weuou: 

The enclosed lands not in cultivation decreased from 1,817,218 acres in 1863, to Enclosed lands. 
1,742,128 acres in 1864; the decrease being 75,090 acres, or 4 per cent. 

The lands unenclosed increased from 5,184,864 acres in 1863, to 5,481,463 acres in Lands unen- 
1864; the increase being 296,599 acres, or 5°per cent. closed. 


There were 318,854 acres in crop, against 307,035 acres the year before, showing Acres in crop. 
an increase of 11,819 acres, or 3°70 per cent. 


The wheat crop for grain amounted to 104,568 acres in 1864, showing a small increase Wheat for 
of 626 acres over the crop of the previous year. The produce of the first year was &™™ 
1,246,458 bushels, or-an average of nearly 12 bushels to the acre, whilst the year 1863 
produced 808,919 bushels, or a trifle better than 73 bushels to the acre. 


It must be borne in mind, however, that the year 1863 was one of particular misfortune Cause of 
to the farmers. The disastrous floods which visited the Colony in this year not only op. 
swept whole fields of wheat and other crops away, but destroyed also the homesteads of 
many happy families and left them completely destitute ; so much so, indeed, that the 
Government as well as the public took the matter in hand. The former distributed 
Jarge quantities of seed wheat to the necdy, to enable them again to enter into their 
farming pursuits, and the latter rendered valuable assistance in supplying such necessary 
articles as was requisite for the time. 


The year under review was not without its mishaps. The disease known as ‘‘rust,” as 
ae in some districts, have helped to keep the average yield below its usual 
standard. 

The wheat grown was at the rate of 3 bushels 10 lbs. per head of the population, and Wheat per 
the vear before, 2 bushels 8 lbs. per head. aa aaa 
The extent of land sown with maize for grain was 101,584} acres against 95,6883 acres Maize for 

the year previous. a 

The produce amounted to 3,114,2113 bushels, or 30 bushels 39 lbs. per acre, being in 
excess 188,262 bushels, or 5 lbs. per acre of the year 1863. 

The barley crop for grain was 4,723 acres, against 4,092¥ acres in 1863. Barley for 

The produce was 60,355 bushels, showing a falling off of 6,654 bushels compared with &*- 
the former year. | 

The breadth of land sown with oats for grain amounted to 14,098 acres, against Oats for grain. 
13,0224 acres in 1863; the increase being 1,0753 acres. 

The produce amounted to 189,524 bushels, being 24,400 bushels less than the previous 
year. 


The average to the acre was only 13 bushels 17 Ibs. In 1863 it was 16 bushels 17 lbs. 
to the acre. 


The potato crop covered 14,3974 acres of land, against 11,6184 acres the year before, Potato crop. 
The increase was 2,779 acres. 
The yield was 52,0603 tons, or 19,920 tonsin excess of 1863. The average was better 
than 3 tons 12 cwt. to the acre. In 1863 the average was 23 tons to the acre. 
The quantity of land sown with seed for hay was 52,307 4 a es—an increase of Hay crpp. 
4,016} acres over the previous year. | 
The produce was 69,405 tons, showing a decrease of 1,143 tons compared with the 
former year. | 


hg average to the acre was 1 ton 6 cwt. in 1864, and 1 ton 9 cwt. to the acre in 
1863. 

The cultivation of cotton is steadily increasing. In 1862, the first year it was Cotton crop. 
introduced amongst the returns, 542 acres were under crop, and yielded 7,743 lbs. 
In 1863 the crop fell to 18% acres, with a produce of 1,600 Ibs.; this year the crop 
reached 1754 acres, producing 29,012 Ibs. The Clarence appears to be the principal 
growing district, having 170 acres, with a produce of 28,900 lbs. 

Notwithstanding the heavy duty upon imported tobacco, and the large price ruling Tobacco crop. 
for this article, it appears to make but slow progress. ‘There were 806% acres planted, 
and produced 4,036 cwt. of the weed. Inu 1863, 534} acres were sown, and yielded 

Fk 3 
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4,851 cwt. The year 1862 was the most satisfactory, having 8953 acres planted, and 
produced 15,3154 cwt. 

The cultivation of the sugar cane is now finding its way amongst the returns; 22} 
acres were under crop, and produced 4,478 lbs. In 1863, 2 acres only were planted 
and produced 280 Ibs. 

The acreage for green food for cattle was 12,341} acres. In 1863 it was 17,653 
acres. 

Gardens and orchards, and all .other in crop, amounted to 10,9101 acres, against 


9,755 acres in 1863. 


Vineyards. 


The cultivation of the vine is largely on the increase. The following table will give 
the results of this branch of industry for the last three years :— 





WINE MaAxkINa. TaBie Use. 
a a ee Un- 
YEAR ENDED ear 
Acres, Wine Produced. | y,prantY 3 | Acres. | Quantity Obtained. . 

Gallons. Gallons. Tons. cwts. Acres. 
8lst March 1863 - 7942 144,888 2,749 3074 420 154 3574 
3lst March 1864 - 880} 136,976 2,033 3814 393 15 379 
8lst March 1865 - 9454 161,2982 3,077 3322 344 17 571 

Pastoral. 


17. The live stock returns show an increase over the previous year of 22,013 horses, 
480,551 sheep, and 28,255 pigs; whilst the cattle show a decrease of 108,403 in number, 
as follows :— 


es | Horses. Horned Cattle. | Sheep. | Pigs. 















3lst March 1865— No. No. No. No. 
Counties - - - 193,844 659,929 2,364,374 127,309 
Pastoral Districts - - 90,723 1,264,190 5,907,146 36,845 
Total - - 284,567 1,924,119 8,271,520 
3lst March 1864 - - 262,554 2,032,522 7,790,969 
Increase - - 22,013 480,551 
Decrease - - ees 





The decrease in cattle is partly attributable to the start that boiling-down establishments 
have taken during the year under review, there being 57, against 39 establishments in 
operation the previous year; the cattle slaughtered for tallow numbering 60,090. The 
export of 18,500 head of cattle also partly accounts for the decrease; of this number, 
over 17,000 head went to supply the New Zealand market, and upwards of 1,000 were 
shipped to the French settlement known as New Caledonia. 

The disease known as “ Pleuro pneumonia ” has also done its work of destruction. 


Part VI.—MoneETARY AND FINANCIAL. 


18. The returns that first present themselves under this heading have reference to the 
working of our banking institutions and the Sydney branch of the Royal mint. 

The rate of discount on local bills ranged from 7 to 10 per cent. per annum. 

The maximum purchased rate of exchange on bills on London ranged from 4 to 1} 
per cent. discount, and par, against 4 to 1} premium the year before. The minimum 
purchase rate ranged from 1 to 14 per cent. discount, and par. The maximum selling 
rate was from par to 14 per cent. premium ; and the minimum selling rate from par to 1 
per cent. discount. | 

The rates of interest allowed to depositors ranged from 3 to 6 per cent. per annum. 

The amount of coin and bullion in the mint and the banks on 3lst December shows 
an increase on the previous year of 185,259/., viz. :— 
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Mint. Banks. NEW 
Cre ee SoutH 
In Bullion. In Coin. In Bullion. Total. WALES. 
1864 - 44,230 1,144,117 25,560 1,213,907 
1863 - 49,653 962,426 16,569 1,028,648 
Increase . - 185,259 


The amount of paper currency in circulation by the several banks was 793,846/., Paper 
against 824,347/., in 1863, showing a decrease of 30,501/. The circulation averaged, in ° 
1864, 753,690/., and the year previous, 827,199/. Whilst theirliabilities have diminished, 
their assets have increased, compared with 1863, viz. :— 

Liabilities, Assets. 





31st December 1863 - 7,026,513 9,889,816 
31st December 1864 - 6,858,631 10,552,092 
_167,882 Decrease. ___ 662,276 Increase. 
Their deposits show a falling off of a little better than 1 per cent. Deposits. 
31st December. 
1863. 1864. Decrease. 
Deposits - - 5,631,0972. 5,562,8842. 68,2137. 
Their discounts, &c. were on 3lst December 1863 6,968,275/. 
< se 4 , 1864 7,299,1082. 
Increase - - 330,8332. 


The number of depositors in the savings bank increased from 16,332 in 1863, to Savings bank. 
16,959 in 1864, whilst the amounts deposited have decreased from 767,9477. 13s. 1d. in 
1863, to 766,746/. 128. 10d. in 1864. | 
As this institution is the chief depository for the savings of the working classes, I have 
attached a table showing the number of depositors, amounts deposited, the average 
amount to each depositor, as well as the proportion of deposits to each depositor, since 
1856 :— 


Number Average Sum Proportion of 
Yar. Population. of | Amount of Deposits. deposited to each Depositors to 

Depositors. Depositor. Population. 

£ 8s. d, £os d. 

1856 286,873 10,424 623,489 3 7 59 16 3 1 in 27 
1857 305,847 11,269 638,480 11 0O 66 13 2 1 ,, 27 
1858 342,062 11,321 579,931 17 6 51 4 6 1 ,, 30 
1859 336,572 11,918 568,187 19 3 4713 4 1 ,, 28 
1860 348,546 12,027 — 557,196 14 O | 46 6 6 1 ,, 29 
1861 358,278 13,282 615,408 17 1 46 6 8 1 ,, 26 
1862 867,495 14,956 716,381 16 6 47 17 11 1 ,, 24 
1863 378,934 — - 16,3382 767,947 13 1 47 0 5 1 ,, 23 
1864 392,589 16,959 766,746 12 10 45 4 2 1 ,, 23 


By. this it appears that, whilst the proportion of depositors to population in 1864 was 
the same as in 1863 (1 in 23), the average amount per head decreased from 471. Os. 5d. 
in 1863, to 45/7. 4s. 3d. in 1864. : 

Five per cent. was the rate of interest paid to depositors up to 100/.; beyond this 
amount no interest is allowed. : : 

Seven per cent. was the amount charged on loans on mortgage. 

The next return that presents itself is the one relative to the working of the Sydney Mint 
branch of the Royal mint, from its opening on the 14th May 1855 to the 31st December 
1864. | 

The amount of gold dust or bullion received for coinage during the year 1864 shows 
a considerable increase upon the previous year, viz.: — 


Quantity, aa 
Z8. 
1863 - - _ = 493,332 - - 1,908,526 
1864 - - - 728,019 - - 2,878,398 
Increase 234,687 - - 969,872 


* At 32. 17s. 104d. per oz. 
¥ 4 
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aun The increase is caused by large importations ftom Victoria, New Zealand, and Queens- 
OUTH land 
WALES. : 





Our own produce has fallen from 401,713 ozs. in 1863, to 308,670 in 1864, showing a 
decrease of 93,043 ozs. 


The Colonies from which the gold came, and the quantities and values, will be found 














as follows :— 
Quantity. Value. 
Z8. £ 
New South Wales - - 308,670°64 - 1,181,898 
Victoria = - - 207,165°51_—sés- 848,677 
New Zealand - . 183,403°76_—- 737,466 
Queensland - - -  26,837:°92 - 102,945 
Coin - - - - 1,941°52_ = 7,412 
Total - - 728,019°3&  - 2,878,398 
There was issued— 
In coin— 
Sovereigns. Half-Sovereigns. Total ee 
1863 - - 1,255,500 - 558,500 1,534,750 
1864 - - 2,698,500 - - - - 2,698,500 
1,443,000 increase. 558,500 decrease. 1,163,750 increase. 
In bullion— 
Weight. Value, 
Ozs. £ 

1863 - = 84,549 - - : 342,212 
1864 - = 44,897 - - ° "182,168 
Decrease - - 39,652 - - - 160,044 





showing a total increase in coin and bullion of 1,003,706. 


The revenue of the mint was— 








eae 1864, 
£ 
From New South Wales Gold - » 18,555 - - 14,399 
Victoria 5 - - 1,033 - - 4,871 
New Zealand, &c. &c. . - 4,014 - - 7,625 
Total - - 23,602 - - 26,895 
ee re 
Increase in 1864 - - - £3,293 


Since the opening of the mint there has been received for coinage 4,246,699 ozs. of 
gold, of the value of 16,577,343/.; and there has been issued— 


£ 
In coin - ° - 15,145,500 
In bullion - ° - 1,395,779 
Grand total - - 16,541,279 


The revenue derived for the same period was 193,418/. 


Public Accounts. 


19. The following statement of receipts on account of the consolidated revenue fund, 
in the years 1863 and 1864, has been taken from the Auditor-General’s printed 
abstracts :— 


ee eS 
a a a TG) pr 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 45 























| NEw 
—— 1863. 1864. Increase Decrease. SouTH 
WALES 
£ s. d. £ 8 d. £ 38. d. £ « d. 
Customs - 616,008 12 1 538,445 13 6 — 77,562 18 7 
Duty on Refined Suger and 
Molasses - 14,586 13 4 15,900 0 O 1,313 6 8 — 
Duty on Spirits distilled in the 
Colony - - - 35,650 13 7 10,085 8 6 — 25,565 5 1 
Gold Revenue - - - 44,370 0 3 35,823 2 0 — 8,546 18 8 
Mint Receipts - - - 23,602 12 11 26,895 15 1 3,293 2 2 om 
Land Revenue - - -| 371,270 8 9j| 297,866 3 10 — 73,404 4 11 
Postage - - - 57,742 6 5 67,722 0 O 9,979 13 7 a 
Licences - - - 74,696 12 0 74,866 0 7 169 8 7 — 
Fees of Office - - - 25,662 6 3 24,698 18 3 — 963 8 O 
Fines and Forfeitures - -  §,270 5 8 5,008 5 7 — 262 0 1 
Rents—exclusive of Land - 22,860 10 O 26,756 12 1 3,896 2 I Sa 
Railways - - 129,468 18 5 145,812 19 1 16,3844 0 8 —_ 
Electric Telegraph Receipts - 31,904 15 2 30,753 4 4 — 1,151 10 10 
Pilotage - - 12,901 4 0 14,991 12 9 2,090 8 9 = 
Harbour Dues - - 1,459 3 4 1,544 7 2 85 3 10 _ 
Fees on Certificates of Com- 
petency to Masters of Vessels 442 6 0 625 10 0 183 4 O — 
Tonnage Dues, Newcastle - 3,539 2 O 4,686 6 9 1,347 4 9 — 
Ditto Wollongong - — 73 12 0 73 12 0 —_ 
Ditto Kiama - - — 32 3 O 32 3 0 — 
Interest on City Debentures - 5,000 0 O 15,000 0 O 10,000 0 O — 
Rates under the Chinese Immi- 
grants’ Regulation and Re- 
striction Act of 1861 - 250 0 O — 10 0 O 
Commission on Money Orders - 1,201 6 6 634 2 6 — 
Miscellaneous Receipts - 39,728 10 11 — 16,594 15 8 
Schedule C.—Revenue derived 
from Bishopthorpe Estate - 726 17 7 12617 7 —_— 
Proceeds of Treasury Bills, in- 
clusive of 100,000/. received 
under a contract made with 
the Bank of New South 
Wales, pursuant to Clause 12 
of the Treasury Bills Act, 
27 Vict. No. 8. - 270,548 4 5] 270,543 4 5 _ 
Interest accrued on Treasury 
Bills at date of Sale - - 2,137 6 4 2,137 6 4 = 
Collections under Scab in Sheep 
_ Act of 1863, 27 Vict. No. 6. - 9,630 16 6 9,630 16 6 = 
Total - - - | 1,534,187 O 9 | 1,661,805 16 9] 831,679 17 5 | 204,061 1 5 
The disbursements were— 
—e 1868. 1864. Increase | Decrease 
£ s. d, £ s. d. £ «3. d. 
Schedules to Imperial Act 
18 & 19 Vict. cap. 54. - 61,071 19 11 55,950 12 10 5,121 7 1 
Supplements to Schedules A. 
and B. - 4,580 14 6 3,694 16 1 885 18 § 
Executive and Tegilative - 18,305 11 8 16,719 7 4 1,586 4 4 
The Principal Secretary -| 521,082 311 | 521,307 7 11 —_ 
Administration of Justice - 59,478 2 1 68,034 12 0O —_ 
Treasurer and Secretary oe 
Finance and Trade - 360,394 2 6| 294,290 7 § 66,103 15 1 
Secretary for Lands’ - - 292,313 14 9 238,150 19 10 54,162 14 11 
Secretary for Public Works - 423,666 9 4 341,667 18 4 81,998 11 0 
Unclassified Expenditure -| 802,621 13 2 305,661 16 8 = 
Total - ° - | 2,043,464 11 10*) 1,845,477 18 5 11,861 17 5 | 209,858 10 10 





* Includes 280,003/. 10s. 1d. for the service of the years 1857 to 1863, for which parliamentary authority was not obtained till 


after 31st December 1863. 


The receipts were at the rate of 4/. 11s. 3d. per head, and the disbursements 4/. 15s. 7d. 
per bere oe the population at the middle of = year. 
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New Loans. 
SouTH om si ot : ; 
WALES. The “loans” account (secured principal and interest upon the consolidated revenue 


—— fund,) on the 31st December 1863 was 5,802,980/., which amount has been augmented 
by the sum of 270,200/., borrowed under the: Act 27 Vict., No. 8 (treasury bills 
account), making, in all, a debt, on 31st December 1864, of 6,073,180/.;* this is at the 
rate of 157. 9s. 44d. per head of the population. 

The annual amount of interest payable upon loans is 306,158/. 19s. 44d., or at the 
rate of 15s. 7d. per head of the population. 


Part VII.—Ralitways. 


Coaching 20. The Great Northern and Southern lines of railway show an increase in the coaching 

on traffic compared with the previous year. ‘The former, in passenger (single and return), 
an increase of 23: per cent., and in receipts (inclusive of rents, &c.), of 27° per cent. ; 
the latter, in passenger traffic, 6° per cent., and receipts, 5° per cent.: whilst the Great 
Westerm Railway exhibits a falling off in the number of passengers of 8° per cent., and 
in receipts, 3° per cent., as follows :— 


CoacHING TRAFFIC. 





RaiLways. 



































Number of Passengers. 
_t—“(‘“‘™OSOCSCSC*C*C*C*C*C*C*C*C*C*S éCRenta,; &c. Total Receipts. 
Single and Return. | Amount. 
: | 
| £ | £ £ 
Great Northern Line :— | 
1864 - - 247,377 | 21,288 6,138 27,426 
1863 ; ‘ 200,385 | 18,549 | 2.995 21,544 
46,992 | 5,882 
Increase 23° per cent. | \ 2,189 3,343 | 27° per cent. 
Great Southern Line :— ! | 
1864 ~ - 360,808 , 38,759 1,364 40,123 
1863 : : 337,675 , 36,248 1,953 38,201 
ae eee rae) ee ee eee 
23,133 1,922 
Increase { 6° per cent. \ Bieri { 5° per cent. 
Decrease - | - - -|- - | 589 — 
Great Western Line :— 
1864 : : 82.040 13,267 199 13,466 
1863 - - 89,250 13,695 191 13,886 
Increase - | - - -|- - | 8 = 
7,210 | 420 
Mecsease 8: per cent. J Bee Ieee S { 3° per cent. 
a es “9 





The three lines of railway together show an increase of 62,915 passengers, and 
7,3831. 17s. 8d. in the total receipts, over the returns of the previous year. 
Goods traffic. The receipts from the goods traffic have increased 22: per cent. on the Northern line, 
and 7: per cent. on the Southern line, over the year 1863; but on the Western line of 
railway they decreased 4° per cent. as fullows :— 


nn Great Northern Line. | Great Southern Line.| Great Western Line. 





£ 8 d. £ os. d. £ 8s. d. 
1863 - - -| 24,239 4 8 24,920 13 -6 9,893 12 1 
1864 - : -| 29,784 16 7 | 26,732 7 2 9,473 8 8 
Increase - - 5,545 12 4 1,811 18 8 | Decrease 420 3 5 
22° per cent. 7° per cent. 4° per cent. 
nee | 


Total Increase £6,937 2 7 


The total receipts were 65,990/. 128. 5d., against 59,0531. 9s. 10d. in 1863, being an 
increase of 6,937/. 28. 7d., or nearly 12° per cent. 


* Includes 761,550/. worth of debentures, the sale of which had not reached the Colony at the close of the 
year. 
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_ The total receipts from the coaching and goods traflic were 147,007/. 78. 9d., against New 
132,686/. 7s. 6d. the year before; the increase being 14,3210. Os. 3d., or 10° per cent. ee 
The expenditure for railways during the years 1863 and 1864 will be found as |“ 


follows :— Coaching and 
goods traffic. 
; : Working ex- 
Working Expenses. Construction of Extensions, &c. penses and 
construction of 
—— extensions, &c. 
1863. 1864. 1863, 1864, 





£ sd £ s. d, £ =» d, 

Great Northern Railway - | 82,980 0 6 37,275 11 8 70,822 19 7 
Great Southern Railway - | 53,471 13 1 56,494 13 10 147,569 16 3 
Great Western Railway -| 10,119 0 3 9,358 14 11 185,091 15 7 
Total - - | 96,570 13 10 103,129 0 5] 366,955 10 {| 403,484 11 5 








Having now pointed out the business done by our railways during the two years 1863 Comparative 
and 1864, we arrive at the following results :— eee 
That the receipts from the Great Northern line of railway have increased 11,428/. 0s. 8d., 
or 25° per cent.; and the working expenses have increased 4,295/. 11s. 2d., or 13 per 
cent. 
That the receipts from the Great Southern line of railway have increased 3,733. 48. 11d., 
or 5 per cent. ; and the working expenses have increased 3,023/. Os. 9d., or 5 per cent. 
That whilst the receipts from the Great Western line of railway have diminished 
8401. 5s. 4d., or 3 per cent., there has been a saving in the working expenses of 
7601. 5s. 4d., or 7 per cent. 


Electric Telegraph. 


21. The electric telegraph receipts show a falling off of 185/. 17s. 64d. compared with 
the former year, whilst the telegrams have increased 5,862 in number, shown as 
follows :— | 


Telegrams, Receipts. 
No. £ s. d, 
1863 - - 124,638 - _- 29,215 18 434 
1864 . - 130,500 - - 29,030 O 10 
Increase 5,862 Decrease 185 17 64 


Money Orders. 


22. This is a new feature amongst the returns ; and judging from the number of money 
orders issued and paid the system has been very beneficial to the public. 

The number of money orders issued was 21,905, to the amount of 105,680/. 18s. 2d. 
There was paid 16,691 orders, of the amount of 84,040/. 1s. 5d. 


Post Offices, Letters, &c. 


93. As this forms the subject of a special report by the Postmaster-General, it needs © 
but little notice. 

The number of post offices has increased from 397 in 1863 to 419 in 1864, the increase Post offices. 
being 22. 

The number of letters passing throngh the General Post Office shows an increase of Letters. 








300,723, as follows :-— | : 
Foreign. Inland. Town. 
0. No. No. 

1865 - - 1,029,227 - - 4,224,015 - - 409,597 
1864 - - 1,069,387 - - 4,433,411 - - 460,764 
Increase - 40,160 - - 209,396 - - 51,167 
Ra i se eee ee 

Total Increase - - - 300,723 

Total, 1863 - - - 5,662,839 

Total, 1864 - - - 5,963,562 
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The number of newspapers posted in 1864 was 4,600,077, against 4,554,739 the year 
before. | 

The inland packet and book parcels show the following increase upon the previous 
year :— 


1863. - - - 276,814 
1864 - - - 287,540 
Increase - 10,726 


The revenue has increased from 57,742. 6s. 5d. in 1863 to 67,722/. Os. 1d. in 1864. 

The increase is caused by the additional number of letters, and by the imposition of a 
postage charge during Jast nine months of the year on newspapers, previously conveyed 
free. 

The expenditure in 1864 for inland postage was 88,695/. 15s. 2d., and for steam postal 
communication vid Suez, 20,9122. 9s. 6d. 


Part VIII.—MIsceLLaneous. 
Public Works. 


24, The expenditure on public works and buildings during the year 1864, including 
loans, exceeded half a million of pounds sterling, tabulated as follows :— 


£ s. d. 
Railways” - : - - - 348,707 11 8 
Electric Telegraphs and Stations’ - - 7,841 16 2 
Roads and Bridges - - ~ - 145,834 4 4 
Harbours and River Navigation, &c. - 80,830 9 5 
Buildings—General - - - 10,528 19 2 
Judicial, Police, &c. - - 25,098 17 5 
Batteries and Military - - - 1,617 6 1 
Orphan School - - - . 38 15 10 
Almshouses - ss * - - 1161 3 2 
Medical - a - : - 1,914 12 7 
Miscellaneous - - - - 6,920 13 0 





630,494 8 10 
Minor Roads under Pubtic Works Department - 23,459 16 3 





Total 7 653,954 5 1 


The expenditure from loans was 446,708/., viz., 348,707/. for railways, 7,8001. for 
electric telegraphs and stations, 7,272/. for bridges, 59,321/. for harbours and river navi- 
gation, and 23,158/. for buildings. 

The expenditure under the Lands Department, for minor roads and bridges, could not 
be obtained. : 

The expenditure for furniture was 2,784/. 3s. 4d. 


Meteorology. 


25. The following table will afford a view of the year’s observations taken at stations 
in their assumed positions :— 



































_—_— eet - Windsor.| Sydney. ad Albury. | Goulburn.| Bathurst. | Cooma. | Armidale. 
e 

Height above the mean sea 18 58 155 410 572 2,129 2,333 2,637 3,278 
level (feet). 

Jistance from the coast (miles) 1 21 5 280 170 58 98 53 80 

Temparature (in the sbade, 63°4 61°9 61°9 59°0 58°9 55:4 55°3 51°4 56°7 
at 9 a.m.). 

Highest temperature in the 85°0 88°3 69°2 88°3 oe "R07 §0°1 °6°6 = 
shade (for 24th, previous to 
9 am.). 

Lowest ditto (ditto) 48°0 37°9 55°1 oa 34°4 99°9 97°0 29°6 oe 

Mean diurnal range of tempe- 17°7 23°7 14°1 — — 93°2 29°9 93°7 = 
rature (ditto). 

Mean of maximum and mini- 65°0 62°4 62°6 = ae 54°83 54°0 59°8 os 


mum temperatures (ditto). 
Mean height of barometer at 30°089 30°045 30°044 30°040 30°054 30°028 30° 008 30°117 29°972 
9 a.m. 
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w- , ili- 
——— castle, | Windsor. | Sydney. aa Albury. | Goulburn.| Bathurst. | Cooma. | Armidale 
Mean amount of humidity 71°8 77°5 73°8 69°7 759 79°9 1764 7569 79°6 
(0°100) at 9 a.m, 
Rain fall (inches) - - 74°49 55°04 69°02 13°02 31°27 26°42 22°96 21°45 42°85 
Ditto (days) - - 119 197 175 56 76 116 ss {| 114 80 
Prevailing direction of the | W. S.W. W. 8. S.W. & W. W. N. E. 


wind at 9 a.m. 
Mean amount of cloudy sky 4°9 6°3 5°6 4°2 5°5 54 5°4 6°1 5°3 
(0°10) at 9 am. 





Mean maximum temperature — 107°1 110°5 — sie ass — — = 
in the sun (for 24th, pre- 
vious to 9 am.). 

Mean minimum temperature — 45°1 51°5 _— — = = i = 
on the grass (ditto). 

Amount of evaporation in — 62°115 | 50°564 — — _ as — ar 
inches. 

Mean amount of ozone (0°10), _— — 4°8 ae a boss as = a 
for 24th, previous to 9 a.m. 

Real Estate. 


26. In no year during the last decade has the amount of capital invested in real estate 
been so small, nor have the discharges of mortgages been so large, as in the year 
1864. 

The registrations during the last quinquennial period are appended. 








Mortgages. Diacharges. 
Year. 

No. Amount. No. Amount. 

£ £ 
1860 - - - 1,240 994,230 462 310,751 
1861 = - - 1,150 691,233 483 315,282 
1862 - - - 1,103 682,693 495 371,983 
1863 - - - 1,009 714,501 486 391,279 
1864 - ° - 964 628,426 581 418,527 

Pastoral. 


27. The amount of liens on wool in 1864 is in excess of any year during the last 
decennial period; whilst the mortgages on live stock are less than either of the five 
previous years. The amount of capital lent on pastoral securities during the period 
1860 to 1864 will be seen by the following statement :— 








Live Stock. 
Year. Liens on Wool. 
Discharges of 
Mortgages. Mortgages. 
£ £ £ 

1860 - - - 112,752 1,614,890 652,280 
1861 " - - 178,797 1,120,384 533,126 
1862 - - - 87,487 1,312,245 709,238 
1863 - - - 220,450 1,503,413 881,222 
1864 - - - 250,218 1,116,709 857,006 





The mortgages on live stock during the five years were 6,667,641, and the discharges 
for the same period amounted 3,632,872, leaving an undischarged balance of 3,034,769 
remaining on the register. 

The number of deeds registered, exclusive of the registrations under the Real 
Property Act, was 4,923, being 12 less than the number in 1863. 


Growing Crops. { 


28. There were 72 liens on growing crops in 1863, to the amount of 6,398/, 11s. 10d., 
and in 1864, 105 liens, to the amount of 8,0571. 3s. 94d. 
G 3 
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Real Property Act. 


The following table will show the working of the Real Property Act (26 Vict., 
No. 9), from the date of its commencement, viz., 1 January 1863 :— 











Number Area. 
Year. of Appr pea ee Total Value. 
cations, own an 
Suburban. Country. Total. 
| 
| a ©. p. | a ©. p. a ©. p. £ 
1863 és a -, 9840 729 223 ~~ 67,183 2 32 67,913 1 15 439,278 
1864 - - 362 250 1 113 | 31,588 3 27 31,839 O 384 310,165 
Increase - 22 — | —_ a a 
Decrease - | — 479 1 124 | 35,594 3 5 36,074 0 174 129,113 





Of Crown grants registered under the Act there isa large increase upon the return of 
1863, viz.,— | 




















Year. aS ant Area. Value. Assurance, 

1863 : ~ - 268 31,752 2 9 36,406 9 2 75 2 1 
1864 - - - | 1,500 71,929 3 26} 95,007 18 10 198 12 0O 
Increase - | 1,232 40,177 1173] 58,601 9 8 | 123 911 





Taking together the area applied to be brought under the Act and the area of Crown 
grants registered, we arrive at the following results :— : 

That whilst there is an increase of 4,097 1 O#% acres, there is a falling off in the value 
to the amount of 70,5111. 10s. 4d., as follows :— 

















1863. 1864. 
Acres, Value. Acres, Value. 
‘ ‘8. d. £ s. de 
Real Property - - 67,913 1 15 439,278 O07] 0 31,839 O 383 | 310,165 0 O 
Crown Grants registered - -| 31,752 2 9 36,406 9 2 71,923 3 264 | - 95,007 18 10 
Total - = ~ 99,665 3 24 475,684 9 2 103,763 O 243 | 405,172 18 10 
Increase - - 4,097 1 O# — Decrease 70,511 10 4 





Insolvencies. 


299. The numbers of insolvents’ schedules filed was 485; 464 voluntary, and 21 
compulsory. This is an increase of 77 on the previous year. 

On an average, 1 in every 809 of the population surrendered his estate; and in the 
former year, 1 in every 929 of the population. 

The amount of liabilities, as also the amount of assets and the deficiency for the 
years 1863 and 1864, will be found as follows :— 








Year. Liabilities. Assets. | Deficiency. 
£ s d. £ ss. d. £ s. d. 
1863 - - - 463,164 3 11 369,080 1 0O 94,084 2 11 


1864 - - - 475,454 11 8 297,787 8 1 177,667 3 7 
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The fees in insolvency, and paid at the Treasury, amounted to 1,761/. 16s. 6d., an 
increase over the year 1863 of 199/. 15s. 7d. 


Publicans Licences. 


There were 2,088 licences issued to publicans, against 2,104 the year before, showing 
a decrease of 16. 


Volunteer Corps. 


30. The number of volunteers on the roll of the several companies on 31st December 
was 1,730, a falling off, compared with 1863, of 371 names. 


The only companies that have kept up their strength were No. 5 Company, Paddington 
and Surry Hills Company, and the Llawkesbury Corps. 


The Volunteer Naval Brigade (included in the above number) mustered 219 in 1863, 
and 201 in 1864. The decrease, instead of a large anticipated increase, is accounted for 
by many resigning their post on account of the stoppage on the lst April of the pay of 
all the members, with the exception of the clerk and accountant. 


Political. 


31. The number of registered electors in 57 electorates (exclusive of the three gold 
fields) was 98,621, that is, about 45° per cent. of the male population at the end of the 
year, 

At the general election inthe months of November and December 1864 and January 
the following year, the seats for 44 electorates were contested, returning 56 representa- 
_ tives, and having 80,415 registered voters. Only 43,371 exercised the franchise. 

The remaining 13 electorates* uncontested numbered 18,206 registered voters. 

The electors on the three gold fields vote upon the production of their mining or 
business licences, consequently they could not be classified with the ‘ registered 
electors.” The estimated number so qualified to vote was returned as 11,230; of this 
number only 940 availed themselves of the privilege. The western gold fields electorate 
was not contested. 


Land Sales. 


32. The extent of land sold otherwise than conditionally shows a falling off of 33,801 
acres, of the value of 43,917/., on the returns of the year 1863, viz. :— 


* 


1863. 1864. 
Districts. 
Acres. Amount. Acres. Amount. 
ad £ 
Settled - - - 16,164 31,026 12,904 17,538 
Pastoral - - 75,852 81,852 45,311 51,423 
Totals -| 92,016 112,878 58,215 68,961 


The land sales during the year produced an average of I/. 3s. 8d. per acre, being 10d. 
per acre short of the average of the previous year. 

The total amount actually received during the year on account of lands sold was 
112,7192., which is 15,501/., or 12° per cent., below the receipts of 1863. 


* Balranald, the Bogan, Carcoar, Eden, the Hawkesbury, the Hunter, Liverpool Plains, West Macquarie, 
East Maitland, the Murray, the Mur rumbridgee, Newtown, Orange. 
G 4 
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New The following table will show the dealings in land for the year under the Crown 
Sovrm Lands Alienation Act of 1861. 


WALES. 








Aiea sola: Average Price | Total Amount Balance remain- 


Description. Amount received 


per Acre. of Sales. : ing unpaid. 





s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 


ad 
~ 


Sold at Auction—Town - - 402 
Pr Suburban - 904 
Country - 31,392 
Unconditionally sold by selection 12,388 
Improved lots sold to owners of 9,670 
improvements. 
Proceeds of sales of unnecessary 158 
roads. 
Sold under return of water reser- 4 
vation. 
Specially sold at appraised price - 142 
Proclaimed land sold at appraised 7 
price. 
Sold by pre-emption - - 13,127 
Sold conditionally if - 165,616 


35,747 1 11 7,263 


mm 69 9 © OF 

oo 

o 

> 

oa 

~Oomwo wb 

— 

i] 

° 


1 
0 

12,379 15 6 12,879 15 6 — 
5 2,539 0 2 9,797 


336 5 2 146 111 190 


367 10 119 


4 

3 
11 ‘35 14 1 145 5 5 20 1 8 125 4 2 
248 8 
5 


IO 
aw 


1,419 15 705 714.1 
13,571 6 6 13,571 


165,616 15 0 41,404 


© 0 
Oa oO ww 


$124,212 11 3 











Ns) o3 69 wo ww () ° 
ra) 
© 
ra) 
@o 
© 


0 
0 
6 cae 
9 
) 


General Total - 233,815 35 — 249,182 19 10 106,631 13 


142,551 6 10 





* Total amount of appraised sales, t Payable in 1867. 


33. From a pressure of business I am unable to enter more fully upon this work, 
and inquirers seeking further information are invited to the statistical tables 
themselves. 


34. The usual statistical view of the progress of the Colony from the earliest periods 
precedes the volume. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) THEO. JAS..JAQUES, 
Registrar General. 


STATISTICAL VIEW of the Procress of New SoutH WaALtEs for the Years 1855 to 1864 inclusive. 


Live Stock. 


3 
5 
8 


for 


Schools. | 


of Acres 


under Crop. 


Manufactories, Works, 
&ec. 


Population. 
Commitments 
Convictions. 
Number 
Horned Cattle. 


Horses, 
wt | Amount realized. 


*286,873 | 10,097| 2,778 29,426 186,083% | 168,929 | 2,023,418 | 7,736,323 | 105,998 | 189,960 245,555 1856 
305,487 | 12,501) 2,902 | 4, 50 | 29,236 184,5134 | 180,053 | 2,148,664 | 8,139,162 | 109,166 | 210,434 145,102 | 210,333 , 1857 
342,062 | 13,802) 2,992 | 5, 33,236 223,295% | 200,718 | 2,110,604 | 7,581,762 | 92,843 | 216,397 169,214 | 240,633 | 1858 
: 6336,572 | 14,415) 8,295 | 5, 32,8 2475423 | 214,684 | 2,190,976 | 5,162,671 | 119,701 | 308,218 135,167 | 252,627 
348,546 : 34,767 260,798 | 251,497 | 2,408,586 | 6,119,163 | 180,662 | 368,862 109,216 | 155,316 
9358,278 | 14,681, 3,222 | 5,343 37,874 297,575 | 233,220 | 2,271,023 | 5,615,054 | 146,091 | 342,067 189,936 | 222,504 
367,495 | 15,434) 3,326 | 6,524 25 | 42,211 302,138} | 273,389 | 2,620,383 | 6,145,651 | 125,541 | $76,522 “67,292 | 216,988 
378,934 | 15,679; 3,314 phos 46,810 180; 1,768 | 307,035 | 262,554 | 2,032,522 | 7,790,969 | 135,899 | 433,889 92,016 | 128,211 


392,589 | 16,881) 3,480 16,445 022 | 48,427 us 2,084 | 318,854 | 284,567 | 1,924,119 | 8,271,520 | 164,154 | 549,012 | 270,171 | °58,216 | 68,961 





® The Census was taken in 1821, 2, 3, 5, 8, 33,6; population as above. 
2nd March, 1841, population 130,856 

2nd March, 1846, 189, 609 

Ist March, 1851, ee 187,243 

Ist March, 1856, a 266,189 

Ist March, 1861. + 350,860 

cee ee from the year 1836 is estimated up to the end of each year. 
> The reduction in the year 1859 was caused by the separation of Queensland from New South Wales. 
¢ Fyclusive of lands conditionally sold under the “Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.” 
Price of land in 1825, 7s. 6d. to 108. per acre. 
The minimum price of land was 5s, per acre from 1832 to 1840; 12s. per acre 1840-42. (20s. in Port Philip, in 1841.) 20¢. per acre from 1848 to 
ore sent time. 

Number of acres alienated to the end of 1864, (exclusive of land conditionally selected in the Old Settled Districte)—7, 822,701 acres. 
Number of acres unalienated, about - 93 929 9,623 acres. 
In 1522, 3, 4, 5, the accounts were kept in Spanish dollars and British money ; generally in Spanish dollars. 
Transportation ceased in 1840. 
The Return of the Revenue and expenditure previous to 1850 cannot be accurately ascertained. In addition to the above Expenditure, the Imperial 
Govermnent lee large suius for tho maintenance of convicts and military. 
Gold discovered in May 1851. 
The Loans Expenditure previous to 1853 cannot be shown. 


s 
: “ : 2 ad 
277,579 sol 2,765 | 4, 171,100} | 158,159 | 1,858,407 | 8,602,499 | 68,091 187,076 : 270,636 | 1855 
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STATISTICAL VIEW of the Procress of NEw Soutn WALES—continued. 


Shipping. Exports, the Produce of the Colony. 





Inwards. | Outwards. Tallow. Gold. Coal. 











Value of Total Im- 
ports.* 


Value of Total Ex- 


Number of 
Vessels. 
Oil, &c., Value. 
ports.* 
General. 


Quantity. 
Value 
Value. 


YEAR, 
Tonnage. 
Value 
eclee 
Value 


aH HET, 


‘ Number of 
Vessels 
Tonnage. 
Quantity 

















ec bane |e) es ae ce | oe tons. £ £ £ £ 
ot 384 a 230° «61, 58,893 4 ay - id aes, 180} 800,989 | 859,721} 886,72 


42,463) 188,007! 84,086} 65,730 5,460, 971 i ,430,880} 1,130,014 | 856,539/1,146,468 
6,729, 108 is 011,952; 1,185,562 | 345,575/1,104,995 


6, 059360 ,186,277| 1,379,675 | 76,776)1,209,796 
6,597, male 68,049, 1,522,668 | 816,822)1,425,028 
7,519, a 072,020! 1,319,779 | 560,720/1,321,724 


£ 
1 078, a sr. ai 123,255] 20 70 
1,303,070: 77,314 137,202, 25,355 
1,275,067 | 37 a 82,134) 32,306 | 253,564 983,850! 96,457| 45,960 


1,126,486 29,085) 58,186) 1,450 /254,907/ 994,900 115,649) 8,200 
| 
| 
| 


1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 


1,152 358,323, 1,185, 
1 a 321,679, 1,219 
1,100) 351,413, 1,204 
1,141! 348,984 1,254 


weet 17.6; 1 684 
336, 113 19,200,341 
377, ae 044,201 
366 Res 835 
387, aie 988,016 


12,809,362 










| | 2 
| 





£ | ons 
| 




















1,250) 363,121; 1,299 1,458,005 17,376 37,275) 532 | 435,905/1,698,078 | 173,935) 182,984 
1,424) 427,835 1,438: 431, re 1,123,699 13,647; 28,794] 136 | 485,012/1,876,049 | 233,877] 183,761 
1,327 | 366,236; 1,391) 379 1611274580 1,396,426 60, ai 60,816} — |488,293'1,890,908 | 207,780; 160,985 6,391,555 5,594,839) 1,448,610 | 394,45711,540,005 
1,493) 454,837) 1,568: 467, so, 482, ia 1,283,818 71 ea 104,030) — |699, ne 2,7 1,037 | 308,782, 245,422 9,334, 6157 102,562; 1,628,885 | 64+4,285/1,608,810 
605,722 ; ,361,949 | 298, | 220,181 8 319 mee 936,839 1,550,047 | 649,116/2,064,299 
| ale 


be 





ce 




















1.494; 479,827) 1 0s 511 a3 14,791,849 1 sezzn4 17, 709 $1,221) — 


| 
ite 607,168! 1 a 647 ost 18,414, sat 628, ee 61, ee 100,654; — 


a Exclusive of the Overland traffic. 
> Includes 270,543. proceeds of Treasury Bills, issued under the Act of Council, 27th Vict., No. 8, to cover deficit of 1863 and previous years. 


758,109 2,952,471 | 372, ene 212; ss8 9,836,042, 


Loans. 


8 suaeeas >] 693,702 °| 290,983]1,862,245°| 464,656 1 


Revenue. | Expenditure, 


YEAR. 


e 


788,300, 1855 


| 


oon 1856 
438,333) 1857 
360,770; 1858 
433,138/ 1859 
736,231, 1860 
433,224 1861 
526,708 
537,795 1863 


1862 


| 
| 


ae 
ey 


© The Revenue and Expenditure columns include “Church and School Lands Rev enue,” “ Police Reward Fund,” “ Police Superannuation Fund,” 


and Superannuation Fund, 27th Vict., No. 11. 
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Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Gzorce F. Bowen, G.C.M.G., to the Rizht 
Honourable Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 


(No. 36.) Government House, Brisbane, Queensland, 
Sir, 18 June 1865. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith six copies of the Statistical Register or 
‘‘ Blue Book” of the Colony of Queensland for the year 1864. 

2. The annual report of the Registrar-General prefixed to the statistical tables is so 
full and yet so concise, that it appears necessary for me only to solicit attention to a few 
of the more important and salient points. 

3. The tabulated statements of the report will be found to exhibit at one view a 
synopsis of the statistics of Queensland during the first five years (1860 to 1864, both 
inclusive ) of the political existence of this Colony, also the annual centesimal increases in 
population, agriculture, live stock, trade, revenue, and expenditure. ' 

4. It will be seen that, during the period referred to, the centesimal increase has been 
as follows :— 


In our population - - - - 156°30 
»» shipping (inwards and outwards) - 110°43 
», trade (including exports and imports) —- 177°76 
» revenue - - - - 193°52 


The other chief elements of material prosperity have advanced in similar proportions. 
In other words, they have nearly doubled in the last three years, and nearly trebled in 
the last five years. 

5. Moreover it will be seen that the number of schools has increased by 108-06, and 
of scholars by 129°09 per cent. It is very satisfactory to observe that the provision for 
the education of the people keeps better pace with its rapid increase in numbers than 
could well have been anticipated under the present social condition of Queensland, i. e 
with so small an European population thinly scattered over a territory more than five 
times larger than the area of the United Kingdom. 

6. The Registrar-General remarks, that ‘“ Gold dust, the produce of Queensland 

 gold- fields, appears for the first time in the exports of the year 1864 in sufficient 

* quantity to attract attention. The quantity exported was 22,037 ozs. 5 dwts, 22 grs., 


“and its estimated value is 83,292/.” Three gold-fields have already been proclaimed 
14420, 
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in Queensland; viz. one near Clermont, on the Peak Downs, another at Talgai, on 
the Darling Downs, and a third near Gladstone, in the district of Port Curtis. In 
addition to the alluvial “diggings,” quartz reefs have been discovered on all these 
fields, and promise to afford a rich profit to the increasing number, enterprise, and capital 
of the miners. 

7. During 1864, the export of cotton from the recently formed plantations in Queens- 
land amounted to 38,730 lbs., valued at 4,186/. It will be recollected that during the 
first sixty years of the present century, the export trade in cotton from America grew 
up from even a smaller beginning to an amount valued at forty millions of pounds sterling, 
and that so eminently competent a judge as Mr. Bazley (M.P. for Manchester) has 
declared that, with a sufficient supply of labour, “ Queensland can grow the best quality 
* of cotton in the whole world, and in quantity beyond the present consumption of all 
‘‘ countries.” In fact, it has been ascertained that the cotton plantations in North America 
before 1861 covered, in the aggregate, an area of not more than four millions of acres, 
that is, an area about equivalent to that of Yorkshire. Now along the sea-board and the 
banks of the navigable rivers in Queensland, there is a territory exceeding twenty 
Yorkshires, and well suited for the cultivation of cotton. However, as I have already 
pointed out ina long series of clespatches on this subject, the capital of the colonists is 
chiefly invested in the growth, not of cotton but of wool, and the manufacturers of 
England must apply some portion of their own money, skill, and enterprise if they wish 
to see developed on an extensive scale the proved capabilities of the soil and climate of 
Queensland for the production of their raw material. 

8. It is further to be observed that during 1864, sugar plantations were, for the first 
time, formed in Queensland. The sugar-cane had, however, been previously grown in gar- 
dens with great success, as [ reported so far back as in my despatch of January 6, 1860, 
No. 12. Experienced planters from the Mauritius and elsewhere have recently arrived 
here, and are sanguine that Queensland will ere long take the place of the last-named 
Colony in supplying the Australian sugar market. 

9. The trade of Queensland for 1864 (iuc.uding imports and exports) is valued at 
3,515,008/. The imports were at the rate of 33/. 8s. 84d. per head of the mean popu- 
lation of the year. It is calculated that about two-thirds of these imports came directly 
or indirectly (2. e. through Sydney and other ports in the Australian Colonies) from the 
United Kingdom. In other words, the people of Queensland take at present British 
manufactures and other produce of Great Britain to the amount of about 221. 
sterling per head; a far larger proportion than that taken by any other com- 
munity in the world. It should always be remembered, moreover, in considering this 
point, that Queensland is the only British Dependancy which was ever founded and 
organized without any expense to the mother country. Queensland also provides, at a 
heavy cost to the Colonial Treasury, for the protection of the inland settlers against the 
aborigines, a service which has always been performed chiefly at the cost of the Imperial 
Treasury in the two other Colonies (the Cape and New Zealand) where the aborigines 
are numerous and hostile. This fact is a matter of honest pride to myself, to my consti- 
tutional advisers, and to the Colonial Parliament. 

10. The revenue for 1864 (inclusive of the territorial revenue, but exclusive of a 
further sum of 21,742/. 8s. 4d. placed to the credit of the Police Superannuation and 
Reserve funds, and other “ Special Receipts,”) was 502,456/. 9s. 7d. In 1863, it was 
390,823/. Os. 10d. ‘The increase of the revenue in 1864, as compared with the previous 
year, is therefore 111,633/. 8s. 9d., or, if calculated centesimally, is at the rate of 28°56 
per cent. Compared with the mean population of the year, the revenue is at the rate 
of 71. 8s. 14d. per head. | 

11. The eighty-two tables of the Statistical Register, and the remarks upon them in 
the Registrar-General’s report, contain much valuable information on other points, 
which combine to prove the rapidly increasing but solid prosperity of Queensland. 

12. My space will permit me torefer further only to the progress of colonization. The 
year 1864 is remarkable for the successful establishment of the new settlements of Cardwell 
in the important and central position and on the good harbour of Rockingham Bay, and of 
Somerset, at Port Albany, near Cape York, which later township is expected to become 
one day the Singapore of Australia, as commanding the navigation of so great a highway 
of commerce as Torres Straits. Five years ago there was no settlement on the sea-board 
of Queensland to the north of Rockhampton and Keppel Bay. Since that period, a line 
of seaports has been surveyed, settled, opened for trade, and provided with police magis- 
trates, harbour masters, and the other necessary public officers, from Keppel Bay to 
Cape York, a distance of above 1,000 miles, viz., at Waverley, in Broad Sound ; 
at Mackay, on the river Pioneer; at Bowen, in Port Denison ; at the mouth of the river 
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Burdekin, in Upstart Bay; at Cleveland Bay; at Cardwell, in Rockingham Bay, and at 
Somerset, near Cape York. More recently still, a township has been founded near the 
mouth of the river Albert, at the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria, and named Burketown, 
in honour of the gallant but unfortunate explorer Burke, who was the first to cross the 
Australian continent from south to north. 

13. Again, on the first erection of Queensland into a separate Colony, inland colonization 
had scarcely advanced beyond the Darling Downs to the west, and beyond Rockhampton 
to the north of Brisbane. Now, after the lapse of little more than five years, there 
are already pastoral stations beyond the river Paroo (in about the 144th meridian of 
eastern longitude,) more than 700 miles tothe west of Brisbane, and on the “ Plains of 
Promise” (so named by Captain Stokes, R.N., of H.M.S. surveying ship “ Beagle,”) and on 
the banks of the rivers Flinders, Albert, and Nicholson, flowing into the Gulf of Carpen 
taria, more than 800 miles to the north-west of Rockhampton. All the vast 
intervening area, equal to more than double the area of the United Kingdom, has been 
thoroughly explored and occupied during the last five years, and is already dotted with 
pastoral stations, while flourishing townships are springing up (as we have just seen) at 
the best harbours on the sea-board, and along the lines of the principal roads in the 
interior. 

- 14, An examination of the latest edition of a good map of Australia (such as that 
published in 1864 by Stanford, of Charing Cross) would facilitate the realization of the 
facts and distances referred to in this despatch. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed ) G. F. BOWEN. 


RecGisTRAR-GENERAL'S REPORT ON THE STATISTICAL REGISTER FOR 1864. 


To the Honourable Ropert George Wynpuam HeErsert, Esq., Colonial Secretary, 
&c., &c. 


‘Sir, Registrar-General’s Office, Brisbane, 1st June 1865. 

I wave the honour to forward to you, for presentation to Parliament, ‘ the Statistical 
Register of the Colony of Queensland,” and my report thereon, for the year ending 31st 
December 1864. | 


Parliamentary Business. 


_ The Second Session of the Second Parliament of Queensland was opened by his 
Excellency the Governor on the 26th April 1864, and was prorogued by his Excellency 
on the 13th September following. During this session, seven Public Bills were origi- 
nated in the Legislative Council, of which two received his Excellency the Governor’s 
assent, and one was by him reserved for the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure ; 
the remaining four Bills were dropped, or otherwise disposed of. In the Legislative 
Assembly, 44 Bills were originated, of which 26 received his Excellency’s assent, the 
remaining 18 being variously disposed of. At page 20 of the Register will be found 
an alphabetical register of the above Bills, showing in detail, in which House, and by 
whom each was originated, and in what manner it was disposed of. The Legislative 
Assembly met on 44 days, and sat for a daily average of nearly five hours and four 
minutes. For a detailed statement of the sessional business of this House, vide page 21 
of the Register. 


Population. 


EsTIMATED PoPpuULATION of QUEENSLAND on 81st December 1864. 


Males. Females. Persons. 





45,516 28,520 74,036 


Only one year having passed since a census of the population was taken, on the Ist 
January 1864, the above estimate, founded on the arrivals and departures by sea, and on 
the registered births and deaths, may be considered as pretty near the truth; the real 
number of the population is probably from one half to one per cent. greater. I draw this 
conclusion, from the knowledge that many persons have entered the Colony by land, of 
whom no account can be taken, and also from believing that births take place in out of 
the way localities which are not registered ; some deaths, also, doubtless escape regis- 
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tration, but not so frequently as in the case of births. I think that, in round numbers 
the population on the last day of 1864 may be stated at 75,000. 


QUARTERLY RETuRN of AppiTIoNns to the PorPpuLaTion, made during the Year 1864. 


Females 


First Quarter. 


Excess of births over deaths - - “ - : 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration - - 


Increase during first quarter = - - - 


Second Quarter. 


Excess of births over deaths = - - = : 3 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration - - 


Increase during second quarter - - - 





Increase during six months - - - 


Third Quarter. 


Excess of births over deaths - - - ‘ 7 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration  - - 


Increase during third quarter = - - - 





Increase during nine months - - - 


Fourth Quarter. 


Excess of births over deaths” - - - ‘ s 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration - - 





Increase during fourth quarter - - - 886 2,358 
Total increase during 1864 - - - 4,459 12,396 
Population on 31st December 1863, as per census - 24,061 61,640 


Estimated population on 31st December 1864 - - 45,516 | 28,520 | 74,036 


From the above table, it appears that the populatron on the 3lst December 1864 is 
greater than the population on the 3lst December 1863 by the addition of 12,396 persons, 
this increase being at the rate of 20°11 per cent. On examination, it appears that the 
addition of 1,437 persons is attributable to the excess of births over deaths; of 7,180 
persons, to European immigration ; and of 3,779 persons, to other arrivals and departures 
by sea, principally from the other Australian Colonies. 

The following table affords perhaps the best data from which to estimate the distribu- 
tion of the annual additions to our population; the calculation is founded on the 
supposition that the total number of names annually enrolled in the register books bears 
each year nearly the same proportion to the population of that year, and that therefore 
the centesimal increase of the one, in any district, affords the means of estimating the 
centesimal increase of the other in that district. This supposition, particularly when 
the estimated increase in population in each district has been corrected to suit the different 
rates of increase in the year’s registrations and the year’s population, is not far from the 
truth. The population, estimated in the usual manner, is 74,039, and by this method is 
75,049, the latter agreeing almost exactly with my remarks. 


Centesimal increase 

















Pcpulation on | Increasein | Centesimal : Approximate 
Registration District. | sist. December | the number | increase of oO aif eaciiiiats of 
1863, as per of names re- | names regis- vahat ef names ro. | Population on 
Census. gistered in 1864.) fered in 1864. gistered in 1864. Sist Dec. 1864. 
Brisbane - | 20,357 380 19°01 15°57 23,557 
Ipswich - e - 9,560 204 28° 33 24°89 11,939 
Rockhampton - - - 5,052 53 7°81 4°37 5,273 
Drayton - : : : 4,281 99 28°86 25°49 5,369 Giving a 
Warwick : ' 3,981 92 32°97 29°53 5,157 Sircacae 
Maryborough - : ‘ 2,964 82 28-18 25 74 S720: Oona 
Kennedy* - - - 1,851 115 182°53 179°09 5,166 : 
All other districts - - 13,594 162 12°76 9°32 14,861 
Total - - 61,640 1,187 23°55 20°11 74,036 





* Including Bowen, Cardwell, and Mackay. 
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Tasie showing the Numser of Brrtus in the Years 1863 and 1864 ; also the Proportion of FEMALES to “QUEENS- 


ie a Total Increase pcunsles Females 
: Increase per cent. BOEn 10, every | orn 10) every 
District. E S , & = in the in the sae : rag 
2 4 | a S$ | latter Year. | latter Year. 1863, 1864. 
|e le |e} aja le 

Banana - - - 4 6 10 9 12 21 11 110°00 150°00 133°33 
Brisbane - - - | 383 409 792 569 538 | 1,107 315 39°77 106°79 94°55 
Broad Sound - - 3 2 5 4 4 8 3 60°00 66°67 100°00 
Condamine - - 17 17 34 7 5 12 -—22 ~64°71 100°00 71°43 
Dalby - - - 51 39 90 46 39 85 -5 —5°56 76°47 84°78 
Drayton - - - 93 92 185 118 124 | 242 57 30°81 98°92 105°08 
Gayndah - - - 36 44 80 46 43 89 11°25 122° 22 93°48 
Goondiwindi - - 5 7 12 11 6 17 41°67 140°00 54°55 
Ipswich - - - 205 191 396 229 201 430 34 8°59 93°17 87°77 
Kennedy * - - Ml 7 18 21 29 50 32 177°78 63°64 138°10 
Mount Abundance - 4 9 13 11 7 18 5 38°46 225°00 63°64 
Nanango - - - 8 6 14 7 16 2 14°29 75°00 128° 57 
Peak Downs - - 2 2 4 7 11 7 175°00 100°00 175°00 
Port Curtis - - 9 12 21 19 15 34 13 61°90 133° 33 78°95 
Princhester - ] = 1 1 2 1 100-00 Nil. 100-00 
Rockhampton - 102 | 117 | 219] 145 | 145 | 290 71 32°42 114°71 100° 00 
Springsure - - 2 2 4 2 9 5 125°00 100°00 350° 00 
Suoratt - - - 5 7 12 18 11 24 12 100°00 140°00 84°62 
Taroom - - - 16 13 29 23 16 39 10 34°48 81°25 69°57 
Warwick - - - 80 75 155 93 110 | 203 48 30°97 93°75 118°28 
Wide Bay - - 57 70 127 94 82 176 49 38°58 122°81 87°23 
Total e - |1,094 | 1,127 [2,221 11,472 11,411 | 2,883 662 29°81 103-02 95°86 





TasLe showing the Numper of Deartus in the Years 1863 and 1864; also the PRoporTION of FEemALEs to 





MALEs born in each Year. 























Males who died in each Year. 














1863. 1864. Number of | Number of 

Total Increase Deaths of Deaths of 

: a Increase per cent. Females to | Females to 

District. s < 2 in the in the every 100 | every 100 

2 7 3 & Sg $ | latter Year. | latter Year. | Deaths of | Deaths of 

st os a 4 ro Hy Males in 1863.:Males in 1864. 
Banana - - 6 3 9 5 2 7 —2 ~22°22 50°00 
Brisbane - - - 273 230 503 319 245 564 61 12°13 84°25 
Broad Sound - - 4 1 5 8 2 10 5 100°00 25°00 
Condamine - - 7 4 11 10 7 17 6 54°55 57°14 
Dalby - - - 26 16 42 22 6 28 -14 —33°33 61°54 
Drayton - - -| 53/ 29] 82] 50] 28] 78 -4 ~4°88 54°72 
Gayndah - - - 30 7 37 46 9 55 18 48°65 23°33 
Goondiwindi - - 7 4 11 3 1 4 -7 —63' 64 57°14 
Ipswich - - - 86 60 146 120 98 218 72 49°32 69°77 
Kennedy * - - - 16 8 19 29 9 38 19 100°00 18°75 
Mount Abundance - 7 — 7 19 3 22 15 214°29 — 
Nanango - - - 3 2 5 4 2 6 1 20-00 66°67 
Peak Downs - - 6 1 7 24 4 28 21 300°00 16°67 
Port Curtis - - 9 2 ll 7 8 15 4 36°36 22°22 
Princhester - - 2 —_— 2 5 1 6 4 200°00 ane 
Rockhampton - - 145 69 214 102 56 158 —56 —26°17 47°59 
Springsure - - 7 2 9 9 4 18 41 44°44 28°57 
Suratt - - - 9 2} 1) 7 4/11 Nil Nil. 22°22 
Taroom - - - 18 8 26 ll 2 13 -13 —51)°00 44°44 
Warwick - - - 48 14 62 50 26 76 14 22°58 29°17 
Wide Bay - - 36 20 56 50 29 79 23 41°07 44°12 
Total - = 798 477 (1,275 900 546 | 1,446 171 13°41 











LAND. 


nna, 


* Including also the new registration districts of Cardwell and Mackay. 
t Including also the new registration district of St. George. 
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TaBLE comparing the Deatus of the Year 1864 with the Brerus of the same Year. 
— | ca a | aecem of | Herete of | Increase of | Deaths bare 
District. Paes. | ges. | Births | iséy over | 1e6d over | ,imcreased 
over Deaths. those in those in seater 
1863. 1863. ° 

Banana : : . 110:00 | 22-22 | —87-78 
Brisbane - - - - 39°77 12-13 —27 -64 
Broad Sound > - - 60-00 100-00 40-00 
Condamine - - - - ~64°7] 54-55 119-26 
Dalby é é - - -5° 56 —33°33 —27°-77 
Drayton - - : F 30-81 —4°88 —35 -69 
Gayndah - - - - 11°25 48°65 37°40 
Goondiwindi - - - 41-67 -63°64 | -105-3l1 
Ipswich - - - - 8-59 49-32 40°73 
Kennedy * - - - 177°78 100-00 -77-78 
Mount Abundance - - - 38°46 214°29 175-83 
Nanango - - - - 14°29 20-00 5°71 
Peak Downs - - - 175-00 300-00 125-00 
Port Curtis - - - 61:90 36° 36 -25°54 
Princhester - - - 100°00 | 200-00 | 100-00 
Rockhampton - - - 32°42 | -26:17 | -58-59 
Springsure - - - 125-00 -80° 56 
Surat f - - - 100:00 a, 
Taroom - - - - 34°48 -84-48 


30:97 


Wide Bay - . : - 38-58 








Total - 29°81 


TasBLe showing the NuMBER of Deatus of CaILpREN under Five years of age, registered in the Years 
1863 and 1864. 





Bowen, Cardwell, and Mackay 4 2 6 6 2 8 2 — 2 
Brisbane =. - 232 61 283 230 55 285 —2 4 2 
Dalby - - 17 2 19 7 2 9 -10 ee -10 
Drayton and Toowoomba 26 13 39 29 2 31 3 -11 -8 
Ipswich - - 62 18 80 89 20 109 27 2 29 
Port Curtis - - 2 2 4 5 _ 5 3 -2 1 
Rockhampton - - 71 30 101 57 10 67 ~14 ~20 ~-34 
Warwick - - 18 7 25 24 9 33 6 2 8 
Wide Bay - 20 8 28 32 6 38 {2 -2 10 


Condamine, Goondiwindi, 
Mount Abundance, St. 
George, Surat - - 

Banana, Broad Sound, Peak 
Downs, Princhester, 
Springsure, and Taroom 

Gayndah and Nanango 
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Total - x 520 | 119 | 639 32 ~21 il 





* Including also the new registration districts of Cardwell and Mackay. ; 
t Including also the new registration district of St. George. 
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Tas _eE showing the NuMBER of MarkraGEs celebrated in each of the Years 1863 and 1864. 



































=] 
[=| ; 
cS ; Bs 3 
» | § 35/4 < 
tr ag (| #122] g sia | z 
District and Year. b=} ‘S a3 0? st 5 3 © r) 
4/2 |2 | BS) 22] 2 y i i g oa be 
5 BL RR| 22] a8| 2 12 | S/F) E13 
6; 6 | Ee | « 5 8 aie] eéa]é 
B | 1863 — — — | — — _— — — — — = = 
7 a ie — — =a =o — — — 1 —_ 3 — 4 
1863 | 70 70 82 29 5 7 23 20 22 | 31 | 352 | ~— 
Brisbane = - “V 1864] 71 79 83 | 24 13 12 9 9 28 | 26 | — | 354 
1863 | — ns ae ie ay oe a = ee ee ee, 
Broad Sound - -+ 1864 = a = | _ va a _ = ms 1 _ , 
: 1863 | — 1 = ae es oe = = _ 4 5. 
Condamine - -4 1864 , x , ma ae as = z a . tie 6 
1863 | 16 6 _ = ats aa = m2 tee 4 | 2] — 
Dalby : "11864 10 7 as oe: = = 5 os = 4 | — | 96 
Drayton and Too-f 1863 7 9 = 4 _ ae 12 = a es | 
woomba - ~ ] 1864 6 16 3 8 ae = 15 ae 9 4|— | 61 
1868 3 = 1 = = = a 13 = 2/19] — 
Gayndah = - “V1864{ — 4 1 = ae ae = 17 aA 6 | — | 28 
ee 1863 | — ae 2 uae = ae sie = a l ca 
Goondiwindi - “> 1864 an = 1 = - = ae a - 3 _ 4 
1863 | 20 33 4 17 i = 1 = 3 | 11 | s9 | — 
Ipewich = “1 1864] 18 50 20 93 ae Ses 5 7 l 14 | — | 128 
13863 | — ao ae Es 2 = a _ — | 13 | 1] — 
@ . = 
Kennedy 1864 2 6 14 _ = = ~ — — | 23 | — | 45 
1863 7 15 14 oa = es a 7 ee ea ae? a 
Maryborough 7) 1864 8 15 10 io | — au a 13 1 2 | — | 59 
1863 | — ae ane =e uae = = as at 4 a) ee 
Mount Abundance - 1864 _ 5 < = _ -. _ _ _ 6 _ 11 
1863 | — ie ae _ pa a = oe en es ean eee 
Nanango -) 1864 1 ane = = ee = = _ as ae 2 
18638 | — = a = os ae = aa mes We ciate i eee 
Peak Downs - “4 REA a —, _ = _ a _ _ i 9 e: 3 
1863 | -— = _ fo — = = ne ss 4 eM ces 
Port Curtis - “1 1864 = as i 7; oi ee _ 73 __ 9 ok 9 
: 1863 | — a ee a a st = poe ee ee eee eee 
1863 | 18 24 59 sis an — 16 — as 6 |193 | — 
Rockhampton “1 1864} 14 43 51 on 15 = 14 1 1 3 | — | 142 
; 1863 | — = oes = ae as oe = me 9 a 
Springsure  - -1 1864 ae is if! on sada 23 a _ _ eae _ we 
1863 | — aes = ae = aes ets — a 4 ro 
Surat t - “Y1s64] — 1 = es = a _ oes _ Be eas 6 
7 1863 2 ssa a = ts _ = =e a 5 gol! cates 
Taroom sy 7 1864 5 = = me = = = = =o 1} fe 6 
1863 | 10 8 9 es si = as = = 4/31] — 
Warwick = - “| 1864); 18 | 11 H 2; —}/ —| —| —-]| —); 4) —j) 4 
Total - _J 1868 | 153 | 166 | 171 43 5 7 52 31 |106 | 774 | — 
1864 | 154 | 237 | 194 67 28 12 48 40 |123 | — | 951 
{ 











* Including also the new registration districts of Cardwell and Mackay. 
¢ Including also the new registration district of St. George. 

It has been already shown that 12,396 persons have been added to the population 
during the year 1864, the centesimal rate of increase during that year being 20°11 per 
cent.; it further appears from the foregoing tables that during the same period of time 
the centesimal rate of increase in births has been 29°81, and in deaths 13°41. While, 
therefore, births have increased nearly 10 per cent. faster than the population, deaths are, 
in proportion to the population, less numerous by nearly 7 per cent. Analyzing the 
deaths, it is with pleasure that I have to draw attention to the dimimution which has taken 
place in the infantine mortality ; it appears that while deaths of all ages have increased 
13°41 per cent., the deaths of children under two years of age have increased at the rate 
of only 6°56 per cent.; a considerable reduction is also observable in the deaths of 
children between the ages of two and five years. Comparing the deaths of children with 
the total number of deaths in the Colony, it will be found that in 1863 the deaths of 
children under two years of age were in the proportion of 38°27 per cent. to the total 
deaths ; and in 1864, were in the proportion of 35°96 to the total deaths of the Colony. 
The result of the above calculation is, that the total deaths have diminished considerably 
in proportion to the population, and that the proportional rate of infantine mortality has 
diminished still more, while, on the other hand, births have increased more rapidly than 
the population. 

The last point to which my space will let me draw attention, is the proportion that the 
sexes bear to each other. On the 31st December 1863, there were in the Colony 64°03 
females to each 100 males; on the 31st December 1864, there were only 62°66 females 
to each 100 males ;—this increase in the disproportion of the sexes appears to arise from 
the small proportionate number of females who come to Queensland from the other 
Australian Colonies, and also to the small number who are introduced under the land 
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order system of immigration. The following is the actual proportion of females who 
have, in different ways, been added to the population during the last year :— 


Intercolonial arrivals and departures = - 25°76 females to each 100 males. 


Private immigrant ships - - - - 58°36 ditto 100 ditto. 
Ships chartered by Emigration Commissioners - - 80-11 ditto 100 ditto. 
Excess of births over deaths - - - - 151°40 ditto 100 ditto. 


The two last items form such a small portion of the total additions to the population, that 


the larger proportion of females exercises very little influence on the general proportion 
of the sexes. 


Immigration. 


A Return of the Nusper and Sex of Imumicrants from the UnitEp Kiyapom or from Europ landed in 
QUEENSLAND in the Year 1864. 






















Equal to 
ae Males. Females. vera Adults. 
Landed from ships chartered by’ Her Majesty’s Emigra- | 1,267 1,015 2,282 1,947 
tion Comimssioners - - - - - 
Landed from private merchant ships = - - -| 3,093 1,805 4,898 — 
Total immigrants landed = - - - | 4,360 2,820 7,180 — 


The European immigration during the past year has not been on so extensive a scale 
as in the year 1863, in which year the total arrivals from Europe were 10,116. This 
falling off is attributable most likely to the temporary absence from the United Kingdom 
of the Immigration Agent, sent there by this Colony, and the result is that a great 
scarcity of labour exists in many of the country districts. 


There appears, moreover, to be a considerable falling off in the amount received by the 
several immigration agents throughout the Colony, for the introduction of immigrants 
under the remittance regulations ; in 1863 the net receipts amounted to 10,351/. 15s.; 
in 1864 it fell to 4,9110. 1s. 4d. : 


The following table of arrivals and departures by sea from all parts beyond the Colony 
distinguishes the sexes, and divides the ages into those above or below fourteen years, 
and also gives the particular port in Queensland of arrival or departure :— 


TABLE of ARRIVALS and DEPARTURES, 


























1864. Arrivals. Departures. = 

fe 
. s & Zz : a = a 

E ei ols /8] 2 1 # E Sle) si siZ| 2 | =% 
8 |5/= Pi sgl/ElE| gB ¢ |3/2 eis sig| 3 3a 
P=} n| oO be fa Wee Ne 3 | Mio] m& eH rat 6 vi PAS 
2 1S8/El‘s/Fle' eit 8 2 3 PisiPleleie & | ¢2 
E Z| 3 fio sj] 6 3 ° e o |S} 9 3 KO 

A |RJOA A mw] & As pA em |) A] A] is 

i { 

Males abovel4—- - | 7,873 | — | — | — |508 | — | 90 1177 | 2,650 | 11,293 | 3,938 | — — | 23 | —117 | 47 |795 | 4,815 | 6478 
Males under 14 . - sos. | — —|69;—| 5 99 9YS 80 | — —| 1 1] 2] 27 111 887 
Total males - -| 8681 | — | — | — |sc2 | —] 95 l204| 2,749 | 12,201 | 4,013 |—|—|—| 24] — | 18 | 49 [x22 | 4,926 | 7,365 
Femalesabove 14 - 2 | 2874 | — | — | — ls57 | — | 21 fiot 496 3,839 gsi2}—|—|—| 3)/—] 4] 8 it4as| 972 | 2,867 
Females under 14 - - Oo] ef ae ess | | mee LB | 98 I 879 18 )}—{—j—] 2)/—]t] 2] 3 27 152 G27 
Total Females - -! 3,565 |—|—! — [s12} —] a4 leis | 504 | 4,718 930 | —|—]|—]| 3}—] 6] 11 {172 | 1,124 | 3,594 
Total Persons - - | 12,246 | _ | —|- 74 ae p29 417 | 8,343 | 17,009 | 4,943 | —|—|—/| 2 | — | 24 | 60 |994 | 6,050 | 10,959 








The disparity in the sexes, shown in the above tables, has been already alluded to under 
the head “ Population.” 


The total number of’ ships expressly employed to convey emigrants to Queensland, 
which arrived during the past year, was 21,—seven of these having been despatched 
by the Emigration Commissioners, and chartered at an average rate of 141. 4s. 2}d. per 
head per statute adult, and the remaining 14 being ships employed by private firms to 
carry immigrants under the Assisted Immigration Regulations, as well as under the Land 
Order System. The per-centage of deaths on board the ships chartered by Her 
Majesty’s Emigration Commissioners was 1°56 to each 100 emigrants who went on board 
ship. Omissions in the returns furnished from the Immigration Department prevent 
a simular calculation from being made touching the private emigrant ships. 
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Education. 


Comparing the returns furnished by the Board of General Education of the primary 
schools under its supervision, for the two years 1863 and 1864, it appears that the 
number of its schools has risen from 17 in the former, to 24 in the latter year; that the 
total daily average of the attendance of pupils has increased from 1,593:2 in the former, 
to 2,171°5 in the latter year, the centesimal increase, 36°29 per cent., being greater than 
the increase in the population; and that the total expenditure for rent and salaries has 
risen from 3,787/. 16s. in 1863, to 4,673/. 19s. 4d. in 1864, the centesimal increase being 
20°75 per cent.; the expenditure has therefore diminished in proportion to the number 
of average attendances of scholars. 

The return of private schools also shows a satisfactory increase, the number of schools 
having increased from 55 in 1863, to 65 in 1864, and the number of scholars from 2,248 in 
the former, to 2,408 in the latter year, The above schools, both private and general 
educational, are principally situated in or near to the larger towns of the Colony ; and 
many parts of the country, including 12 entire police districts, are quite unprovided 
with means of education. It is, unfortunately, in those more remote portions of the 
Colony, where the difficulty and expense of maintaining schools is the greatest, that means 
of education are more especially required to counteract in some measure the freedom from 
all restraint, social or moral, and the utter neglect and ignorance of any religion, in which 
the children of the labouring classes are allowed to grow up to man’s estate. 


Crime. 


RETURN OF Persons TRIED, ACQUITTED, or CoNVICTED before the CENTRAL CRIMINAL or Circuit Courts, 
in the Year 1864. 





| Tried. 





Acquitted. | Convicted. | Remarks, 





1 


| | The Central Criminal Court 
Murder - - - - 8 4 4 holds four sittings in the year 











Other offences against the person - - 20 8 | 12 at Brisbane. The Circuit 
All other offences - - - “ 66 21 45 Courts sit at Ipswich four 
————|—__—— —| times in the year; at Too- 

Total, 1864 - - - 94 | 33 ts«COG woomba twice in the year ; 

_ ; -——| at Maryborough twice in 


Total, 1863 - . - - 9] 35 | 56 the year ; at Rockhamptou 
; twice in the year. 





Rerourn of Persons taken into Custopy, ComMItTED for TRIAL, CONVICTED SUMMARILY, DiscHARGED by 
the Courts of Petty Sessions throughout theCo lony, in the Year 1864, 





| y | 














ee basal : | 
Taken into ' Committed ; Convicted . 
Peg =e | Custody. | for Trial. | Sominarily Poe none 
For offences against person - - 789 35 O74 180 
For offences against property ° 611 142 248 221 There are 28 courts of 
For drunkenness’ - - - | 2,104 — 1,735 369 Petty Sessions in the 
For vagrancy - - - 374 — 267 107 Colony, exclusive of four 
—|-—_—_-——_|———-|-—-|__ courts presided over by 
Total, 1864 - - -| 3,878 177 2,824 877 the Water Police Ma- 
—_— | | | Lo—?eistrates. 
Total, 1863 - - - | 2,938 131 1,940 867 





If a comparison be made between the crime tables of the two years 1863 and 1864, it 
will be found that the number of persons dealt with by the Central Criminal or Circuit 
Courts, in each of these years, is nearly the same, and that, therefore, having regard to 
the increased population of the latter year, there is a decided decrease in the proportion 
of persons tried for crimes of a serious nature. ‘This decrease does not appear to arise 
from any diminution in the number of persons committed for trial by the Courts of Petty 
Sessions, but to be occasioned by the small proportion of those committed who are finally 
required to stand their trial, the latter being in the proportion of 53°16 to 100 of the 
former, only a little more than one-half, and even of this small proportion of persons 
tried, only 64°89 per cent. were convicted. The proportion which the number of persons 
finally convicted bears to the number committed to take their trials is 34°46 of the 
former to each 100 of the latter, a little —— one-third. 
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A Return of the Nomper of CriminaL Triats in each Year from the Foundation of the Colony. 


Per-centage of | Per-centage of 


YEAR. Acquitted. Guilty. Total Tried. Population Population 

Tried. Guilty. 
1859 - - - - 22 35 57 | 0-23 0-14 
1860 - - - - 11 30 «41 | 0-14 0-10 
1861 - - - - 19 24 43 0-13 0-07 
1862 - . - - 32 23 55 0-12 0-05 
1863 - - - - 35 56 | 91 . 0-17 0-11 
1864 - - - - 33 61 | 94 0-14 0-05 


The number of persons taken into custody by the police, and dealt with by the Courts 
of Petty Sessions, seems to have increased faster in proportion than the average popula- 
tion of the year. In 1863, the former were in the proportion of 5°44 to each 100 of the 
latter ; in 1864, the proportion was 5°73. This may probably be explained to a certain 
extent by greater efficiency in the police, but unquestionably is in a far greater degree 
attributable to the number of undesirable visitors who are seeking in Queensland, either 
a refuge from the penalties hanging over them for former misdeeds, or a new field in 
which to exercise their nefarious avocations. 


TABLE comparing the Numser of Persons taken into Custopy and ScummMARILY CoNnvVICTED or DIsCHARGED 
by the several Courts of Petty Sessions, in the Years 1863 and 1864. 


TAKEN INTO CusTopy. CONVICTED. 





| 
= 
S | g se] & | Z a | & 
YEAR. A, A 3 7 43 Ay Aj 3 r 5 3 z 
MN w M » fu ~~ 3 m o . > as 
SE |e2s| 2 | # | 2 )28./225] 2 | 2 1 sE] = | 2 
yseq|ogt bp § Raa) Bak BD 83 qa 3 
SP2|S28) F | F | es lersyeee| & | F | sel § | Z 
1863 - - - 432 | 530 1/11,669 | 307 |2,9388 | 268 | 256 11,206 | 210 /|1,940] 131 867 
1864 - - - 789 | 611 |2,104 | 3874 '3,878 | 574] 248 |1,735 | 267 |2,824 | 177 | 877 
Increase - 357 81 A435 67 | 940; 306] — 529 57 | 884 46 10 
Decrease - — — — — =e — Soi! ~cees si noes — os 


A great increase appears by the above table to have taken place in drunkenness and 
vagrancy, and I fear that this is in some measure attributable to the large number of 
public houses. After making the most liberal allowance for the wants of our increasing 
population, the number of licensed houses still appears to be quite disproportioned to its 
reasonable or honest necessities. In the year 1862, 193 public houses were licensed ; in 
1863, the number was increased to 253; and in 1864, it is further increased to 347, of 
which 90 are in the police district of Brisbane, with a population on the 30th June 1864 
estimated at less than 22,500 persons; and 86 are in the police district of Rockhampton, 
with a population estimated on the same day at less than 5,500 persons. How many 
of these are adult males may be tolerably well estimated by reference to the last census, 
taken on the Ist January 1864, at which date the adult males in the former district 
numbered 7,324, and in the latter 2,382. 


Banks. 


The following table shows that the increase in population has been more than equalled 
by the banking business of the Colony, for while the former has in the year 1864 
increased 20°11 per cent., bank notes in circulation have, during the same period, increased 
28°02 per cent., bills in circulation 56°07 per cent., deposits 60°15 per cent., coin 38°77 
per cent., bullion 978°21 per cent., and discounts 48°78 per cent. In making the above 
calculations, I have taken the last quarter in each of the years 1863 and 1864; if the 
average of each of the years was taken as the basis of calculation, the centesimal increase 
would, in the items notes, coin, and bullion, be larger than stated, and smaller in the 
items bills, deposits, and discounts. 
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Crown Lands. 


A return of Crown lands, sold, granted, or leased in the year 1864 :— 


a. r. p. 
Sold in the year 1864 - - - - 139,814 1 203 
Granted in the year 1864 - - - 2,311 1 6 
Total land alienated in fee - - 142,125 2 263 
Leased during the year 1864 - 6,629 2 6 


Se ees 


The occupied portion of the territory comprised within the boundaries of this Colony 
is divided into divisions called Commissioners’ Districts, and as fresh country becomes 
occupied the boundaries of the adjoining districts are either altered, so as to include it, 
or a fresh district is proclaimed. At the time of the separation of Queensland trom the 
Colony of New South Wales, the occupied territory of the former was considered as all 
included in the Commissioners’ districts of Moreton, Port Curtis, Wide Bay, Darling 
Downs, Maranoa, and Leichhardt; to these have been subsequently added South Ken- 
nedy, North Kennedy, Mitchell, Warrego, and Cook, the latter situated at the extreme 
northern end of York Peninsula, and including the newly formed township of Somerset 
at Cape York. 

The quantity of Crown land sold by public auction in each of the years 1863 and 
1864 is compared in the following table :— 


Commissioners’ Districts. 





















































Years. K ; . Total. 
: ‘ = <ennnedy, Leich- 
Moreton. Darling Downs.| Port Curtis. | Wide Bay. South. Maranoa. hande 
a rr p. a. Yr. 7p. a. YT. p. a. ©. p. a. rr. p ls Yr. p.}| a rp. a. r. p. 
1863 24,479 1294] 7,614 1 7} 4,845 0 16 2,790 1 36 | 1,813 2 15 is 2 0/25 0 0 41,590 1 23% 
—— —— | ——$_______ 


1866 25,508 1 234 | 5,652 2 224| 4,809 0198 | 1518 0 21 | 3,676 033/21 0 019 0 O| 41,194 1 334 
| 


It appears from the above table that a rather smaller quantity of Crown land was sold 
by auction in the latter than in the former year. The price at which it sold is, however, 
proved by the returns to have been considerably larger in the year 1864 than in the 
preceding year. In 1863 the gross amount realized was 87,227/. 19s. 8d.; in 1864, it 
was 110,996/. 11s. 3d. 

In addition to the above sales effected by auction, a large quantity of Crown land has 
been sold without being submitted to public competition ; the quantity thus disposed of 
and the price it realized in each of the two years 1863 and 1864, are as follows :— 





— Extent. Value. 

a Yr. p. £ 8. d. 
1863 21,358 O 144 21,600 8 10 
1864 98,619 3 274 99,729 7 2 





The centesimal increase that has taken place in the non-competitive sales of the latter 
year is, in the quantity sold, at the rate of 461°74 per cent., and in the money realized 
at the rate of 461°71 per cent. on the quantity and value of the year 1863. 

The total quantity of Crown land alienated in fee within the boundaries of Queens- 
land since the formation of the Colony, and upto the 31st December 1863, was 213,123 
acres 2 roods 14 perches; the addition of the alienations of last year, which, including 
free grants, amount to 142,125 acres 2 roods 26% perches, increases the quantity alienated 
since separation by more than 50 per cent., making it 355,249 acres 1 rood 0? perches. 
The total quantity of land alienated by the Crown before and since Separation, up to the 
31st December 1864, is 433,301 acres 1 rood 54 perches. All land alienated in fee by 
the Crown since the Ist January 1862, has been granted under the provisions of the 
Real Property Act of 1861, and as one of the effects of that Act has been, by its inex- 
pensive system of conveyancing, to add value to all real property, more especially to land 
so situated as to be susceptible of subdivision and of sale in small portions, it may not be 
deemed out of place to supply a few tables showing the extent to which the public of 
Queensland have availed themselves of the provisions of the said Act. The Real Property 
Act passed by the Parliament of Queensland in the year 1861, introducing into this Colony 
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the system of transferring and dealing with real property, so successfully established by 
Mr. Torrens in the Colony of South Australia, came into force on the Ist January 1862. 
The returns for three years are therefore available. 

A Return of the NumBER of APPLIcaTIoNs to bring Land under the provisions of the Real Property Act, 


and of the Number of Transfers, Mortgages, or of other dealings with Land previously brought under the 
provisions of the Real Property Act, for three years ending on the 31st December 1864. 











—_—— 1862. | 1863, | 1864. 

*Number of applications to bring land under the Act = - - 485 530 650 
Number of transfers of land already under the Act = - - 376 1,317 2,397 
Number of mortgages of land already under the Act - - 36 107 306 
{Number of other dealings of land already under the Act - 6 32 62 
Total - - - - - 903 1,986 3,415 





* One application often contains many portions of land. 
+ Other dealings consist of leases, transmissions, appointments of trustees, &c. 


A Return of the Quantity of Lanp under the Provisions of the Real Property Act on the 
3lst December 1864. 





A. R. P. 
Land brought under the Act by application - - - 15,032 2 262 
Land brought under the Act by deed of grant = - - - 258,733 0 93 





Total quantity of land under the Act - - 273,765 2 36) 





Nore.—More than 63 per cent. of all the land in Queensland alienated in fee by the Crown is under the provisions of this Act. 


A Rerurn of the Frees of OrricE and ContTripuTions to the ASSURANCE FunpD, collected in the 
Real Property Office. 


a 1862. | 1863. | 1864, ; Total. 





£ s. d. £ s. d. £ Ss. d. £ s. d. 


Fees of office - - - - 1,031 1 1 2,031 10 10 3,378 5 4 6,440 17 3 
Assurance Fund - - - - 286 9 4 377 7 8 716 1 0 1,379 18 O 
Total - - - 1,317 10 5 2,408 18 6| 4,094 6 4] 7,820 15 3 





Norte.—No claim for compensation from the Assurance Fund has yet been made. 
Return of PAYMENTS made on account of SALARIES and CONTINGENCIES. 


1862. 1863. 











1864. | Total. 


£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d, 

Payments made on account of salaries - -{ 926 15 4/1,264 8 10/1,579 1 51|3,750 3 4 
Payments made on account of contingencies -| 138610 3; 842 9 1) 3892 0 9} 871 0 1 
Total payments - ° - (1,063 5 7 |1,606 17 11 {1,950 19 11 |4,621 3 & 





I have not attempted in the above tables to affix any value to the land dealt with; 
such an attempt could only be a guess, probably very wide of the truth. The amount 
paid into the Assurance Fund is no guide, as the upset price paid to Government for 
the majority of the land on which the subscription paid to the Assurance Fund is calcu- 
lated, is very far below the real value; the same land having in many instances been 
subdivided by the original purchaser from the Crown, and sold for as many pounds sterling 
as he paid shillings for it. 
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Shipping. 


A Return of all VEssELs, their AGGREGATE TONNAGE and Crews, trading to the CoLony of 
QUEENSLAND, during the Year 1864. 








| ENTERED INWAKDS. CLEARED OUTWARDS. 

| 

| 

Ships. | Tonnage. | Crews, Ships. Tonnage. | Crews. 

| 43) 129,687 9,265 396 116,702 8,352 | 








Of the above 431 ships entered inwards, 427, of 127,118 tons burden, and manned by 
crews numbering 9,181, were British. 34 ships, of 30,255 tons burden, arrived during 
the year direct from the United Kingdom, and three of 2,155 tons burden, from Germany. 
Compared with the year 1863, the increase in the number of ships entered inwards is 
42, of 25,266 tons burden, and of ships cleared outwards is 43, of 17,858 tons burden; 
calculated centesimally, the number of ships in and out has increased at the rate of 11°45 
and their aggregate tonnage at the rate 21°21 per cent., the latter being an increase 
1:10 per cent. greater than the increase in the population. In addition to the above 
foreign trade, many fine steamers and numerous sailing ships are employed in the coast- 
ing and river trade of the Colony, which trade, although quite in its infancy, already 
extends from Moreton Bay on the south, to the extreme northern end of York Peninsula 
in the 11th parallel of south latitude, a distance of more than 1,000 miles. Full parti- 
culars of the foreign shipping for the last five years are contained in the following 
table :— 
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68 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 
Trade. 


A return of the estimated value of the total imports and exports of the Colony of 
Queensland, for the year 1864 :— 


£ 
Imports - - - - 2,267,954 
Exports - - - - 1,247,054 
Total Trade - - £3,515,008 


Imports. 


The imports of the year 1863 were valued at 1,713,263/.; there is, therefore, an 
increase under this head of 554,691/., being at the rate of 32°37 per cent. Compared 
with the mean population of each year, an increase per head is also shown. In 1863, 
they were at the rate of 31/. 14s. 103d. per head of the population ; in 1864, they were 
at the rate of 331. 8s. 84d. per head of the population. 


Exports. 


In the year 1863 the value of our exports was estimated at 888,381/.; in the year 
1864 they were estimated to be of the value of 1,247,054/., the centesimal rate of increase 
being 40°37. Comparing them with the mean pepulation of each year, in 1863 they 
were at the rate of 16/., 9s. 24d. per head; in 1864 they were at the larger rate of 
181. 7s. 73d. per head. | 

The quantity and value of wool exported in each of the years 1863 and 1864 to Great 
Britain direct and to New South Wales is shown below :— 


— To Great Britain. To New South Wales. Total. 
Quantity. Estimated Value. Quantity. Estimated Value. Quantity. Estimated Value. 
Ibs. £ Ibs. £ Ibs. £ 
1863 2,502,064 213,688 8,166,980 063,088 10,669,044 776,776 
1864 3,932,715 337,818 10,074,074 699,845 14,006,789 1,037,663 


The progress of the wool trade is shown in the following return of the quantity exported 
each year, from 1860 to 1864 inclusive :— 


Ibs. 
1860 - - - - - 5,007,167 
1861 - - - - - 6,994,033 
1862 - - - - - 8,063,612 
1863 - - - - - 10,669,044 
1864 - - - - - 


14,006,789 


Gold dust, the produce of Queensland gold fields, appears for the first time in the 
exports of the year 1864 in sufficient quantity to attract attention. ‘The quantity 
exported was 22,037 ozs. 5 dwts. 22 grs., and its estimated value is 83,292/. 

The following table shows the commerce of Queensland for the last five years, the 
countries with which it is carried on being grouped under seven different heads, and the 
per-centages of annual increase or diminution calculated in each case. 
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Tora. VALUE in Sterling of the Imports and Exports of the Cotony of QUEENSLAND, from and to each 
Country, in the Years 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, and 1864, 


















Increase per Cent. (*) 
Or Decrease per Cent. (t) 
a Year. Imports therefrom. Exports thereto. 

Imports. Exports, 

£ 5. d. £ s. d. £ £ 

1860 56,730 0 O — — — 

1861 90,905 O O 119,515 0 O * 60-24 _— 
Great Britain - - 1862 215,509 O O 248,553 O O *137:07 | * 99-60 
1863 365,093 0 O 233,392 0 O * 69-41 |) * 21-63 
1864 506,697 0 O 354,636 0 O * 38-79 | * 51-95 

1860 523,165 O O 161,546 O O — — 
; ‘ : 1861 874,797 13 11 589,633 15 0O * 67-21 *264-99 
Australian Colonies and New | 2 ige2 | 1,100,935 0 0 | 530,889 0 0 | *25-85| + 6-58 
1863 | 1,335,606 0 0 649,299 0 0 | * 21-32] * 17-87 
1864 1,746,871 0 O 892,320 0 O * 30:79 | * 37-43 

1860 — gies — nis 

1861 11830 0 0 a = -_ 

Germany - - - 1862 4,688 0 0 — * 29-73 — 

1863 12,539 0 O — * 16-53 ~— 

1864 7,370 0 0 a t 41-22 aos 

1860 — 311 0 0O — — 

os * 44. 
India, China, Ceylon, Batavia, 1861 — 450 0 0 ‘ 44°69 
Pannne and Guan i 1862 3 0 0 1,876 0 0 — 316-89 
one? 1863 a 4,521 0 0 — *140-99 
1864 = 94 0 0 -_ t 97-92 

1860 — ma — = 

1861] a — =— sis 

South America - - 1862 — 1,968 O O — — 
1863 = 706 0 0 a + 64:13 
1864 6,880 0 0 4 0 0 = + 99-43 

{ 1860 — 311 0 O — — 

| 1861 — _ — — 

New Caledonia - - 1862 2,394 — —_ —_— 

1863 — — ne — 

1864 36 0 — —_ — 

1860 — — — oe 

South Sea Islands and Coral ieee a fon a 

Sea Fishery = = = || 1863 0 0 463 0 0 — - 

1864 0 0 — *300-00| — 

1860 742,023 0 0 523,476 O O — — 
1861 967,950 13 11 709,598 15 O * 30°45 | * 35-56 
Totals - - 1862 1,323,509 O O 793,236 O O * 36-73 | * 11-79 
1863 1,713,263 0 O 888,381 0 90 * 29°45 | * 11-99 
1864 | 2,967,954 0 0 | 1,247,054 0 0 | * 32-38] * 40-37 

Live Stock. 
Horses. Cattle. | Sheep. Pigs. 
40,678 882,073 : 5,665,334 12,066 





The above return of live stock, analyzed in the following table, and compared with the 
returns for the year 1863, must only be considered as the return .of live stock in the, 
comparatively speaking, scttled portions of the Colony. From the distant stations to 
the westward, or towards the Gulf of Carpentaria, to which during the last 18 months 
large quantities of live stock have been or are being conveyed, it is at present impossible 
to obtain returns; not only, therefore, can no account be taken of the increase ohtained 
from these flocks and herds, but the returns in the more accessible districts are diminished 
by the number of sheep, cattle, and horses removed to stock these distant localities, 

14420. 
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Judging from the small difference between the returns of the years 1863 and 1864, it 
would thus seem as if a number equal to the whole of the year’s increase had migrated 
into the interior. 


TaBLeE showing the NuMBER of LIvE Stock in the CoLony of QUEENSLAND io the Years 1863 and 1864. 











1863. 1864. 
District. 

Horses. | Cattle. Sheep. | Pigs. Horses. | Cattle. Sheep. | Pigs. 
Beans . - 810 55,812 84,501 23 902 5,148 | 261,127 
Brisbane - 5,012 68,429 4,475 1,581 3,508 34,267 6,974 
Condamine_  - 628 11,661 | 187,369 5 546 7,427 82,251 
Dalby - - 1,851 25,586 | 546,218 185 1,887 23,918 | 531,047 
Drayton and Toowoomba 3,789 34,441 486,785 737 3,426 31,817 565,218 
Gayndah - 2,657 65,142 | 696,185 367 2,631 66,530 | 604,816 
Gladstone - 1,286 | 36,256 57,518 253 1,352 55,816 14,200 
Goondiwindi = 5,248 32,400 | 113,030 98 1,180 27,022 98,668 
Ipswich Z 4,752 88,285 | 170,614 1,805 6,539 99,824 |. 143,433. 
Kennedy, North and South 1,832 55,691 | 255,500 28 1,559 60,346 | 325,769 
Maranoa, East (Surat) - 1,202 64,739 | 537,701 — 797 57,113 | 143,538 
Maranoa, West (St. George) 8,718 | 115,706 | 307,170 29 2,042 101,220 | 242,938 
Maryborough - 2,084 88,314: 98,714 603 2,533 117,734 90,289 
Mitchell =. 361 17,992 67,227 2 153 2,577 59,092 
Nanango - 1,556:°| 16,817 | 122,176 27 1,484 22,911 76,718 
Peak Downs, North and South - 509 6,206 | 261,168 — 509*| 6,206] 261,168 * 
Princhester and Isaacs - 484 20,758 61,950 108 598 27,483 26,958 
Rockhampton - 1,598 21,356 | 196,119 322 1,867 $2,389 | 215,280 
Roma - - — — — = 679 9,929 | 439,395 
Springsure - 799 7,398 | 396,751 — 1,076 | 21,407 | 508,477 
Taroom - 1,638 11,077 | 486,665 — 1,207 9,949 | 482,079 
Warrego A a _ — — 699 20,725 85,228 
Warwick = - 4,041 | 86,881 | 584,569 1,178 3,509 | 40,315 | 450,676 

45,805 | 880,392 [5,672,400 | 7,351 40,678 | 882,073 |5,665,334 








* No returns having been received from Peak Downs, the figures given are repeated from the preceding year. 


On the 31st December 1863, the sum of 2,566,500/. 12s. ld. had been borrowed on 
the security of 3,686,424 sheep, 423,783 cattle, and 29,884 horses. To these figures 
are now to be added, as the result of similar operations in the year 1864, the sum of 
908,173/. 2s. 1d., secured on 1,328,209 sheep, 126,155 cattle, and 5,096 horses; the 
total sum, therefore, secured on mortgage of live stock on the 31st December 1864, 
was 3,474,673/., and the amount of stock on which it is secured is—sheep, 5,014,633; 
cattle, 549,938 ; horses, 34,980. The liens on wool of the ensuing clip, registered during 
the year 1864, are in number 115; the number of sheep whose wool is thus pledged is 
1,781,782, and the sum lent on this security 1s 304,821, 2s. 2d. 


Agriculture. 


Land under cultivation in the year 1864, 12,006 acres 2 roods 37 perches. 

The annual increase in the quantity of land under cultivation is small, amounting only 
to 744 acres 2 roods 17 perches. On an examination of the following table it will be 
seen that the district of Warwick is the only one in which agriculture has made any note- 
worthy progress; there is an increase of a few acres in Drayton, and also in Ipswich, but 
in Brisbane and some other districts there is an absolute falling off. 








| CoMPARATIVE View of the STATE of AGRICULTURE in each District of QUEENSLAND for the Years of 1863 and 1864. 


oo ey gene Potatoes. | Tobacco. | Arrowroot. ee Cotton. | Dry Fodder. Sais Gardens. | Vineyards. Total. 


Maize. 


W heat. 


District. 
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72 - REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 
Revenue and Expenditure. 
Tand Orders cancellea,| Expenditure 
£ s. d, £ s. d. 
502,456 9 7| 489,034 18 6 


The above revenue received during the year 1864 is exclusive of a further sum of 
21,742/. 8s, 4d. placed to the credit of various accounts under the general head of special 


receipts. 


In 1863, the revenue, including land orders received in payment for land sold, 





amounted to 390,823/. Os. 10d.; the increase in the revenue of the year 1864 is, therefore, 
111,633/. 8s. 9d., or calculated centesimally, is at the rate of 28°56 per cent. ;—compared 
with the mean population of the year, the revenue is at the rate of 7/. 8s. 14d. per head. 


A RETURN comparing the REVENvE of the YEAR 1864 with the preceding Year. 




















—— 1863, 1864. Increase. oang 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ os. d, 
Customs ? : : ._| 125,199 611} 15334119 6| 2814212 7] 22-47 
Gold - = % “ ‘s 265 5 O 2,204 0 O 1936 15 0} 725:09 
Land Revenue, including value of Land 223,436 15 1 281,460 10 8 58,023 15 7] 25-96 
Orders cancelled. 

Postage and Post Office Orders - ‘ 11,481 10 4 15,157 15 6 3.676 5 2| 82-01 
Licenses - - - - - 12,341 17 3 18,104 12 8 5,762 15 5 | 46-69 
Fees of Office - “ : : 7,121 2 1 9,986 12 5 2,865 10 4] 40-23 
Fines and Forfeitures - - - 1,101 19 8 1,182 3 5 30 3 9 2°42 
Rents, exclusive of land - - - 323 3 9 374 15 3 5111 6] 15-78 
Harbour dues and fees - - - 2,460 18 0 3,491 9 5 1,030 11 5] 41-87 

Civil Service Superannuation Fund = — 1,149 12 6 1,149 12 5 — 
Electric Telegraph receipts _—- - 4120 6 1 5,650 5 & 1,529 19 4| 37-11 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - 2,968 16 8 10,402 12 11 7,483 16 3 | 250-44 
Total Revenue ~ -| 390,823 010] 502,456 9 7| 111,638 8 9| 28-56 








The mean population of the Colony for the year 1864 is estimated to have been 
in number 67,181; the import duties, collected during the year, amounting to 
153,341/. 19s. 6d., are, therefore, at the rate of 2/. 5s 73d. per head. 

The following table shows a remarkable agreement betwcen the yearly amount of import 
duties and the mean population of each year :— 

























Remarks. 
P aledae of | Customs Receipts Head ore ean $$ 
— ihe yeu me eeeP | Population. | Dutiable Articles, and Rate of Import Duty levied 
on: each. 
Brandy, gin, cordials, or liqueurs, 10s. per 
£ 38d. allon. 
Whiskey, rum, and perfumed spirits, 7s. per 
1860 27,017 59,210 8 7 gallon. 
Wine, above proof, 10s. per gallon. 
1861 31,886 71,678 18 11 Wine, below proof, 2s. per gallon. 
Ale or beer, in wood, 1d. per gallon. 
1862 40,593 96,107 11 8 Ale or beer, in bottle, 2d. per gallon. 
Tea, 3d. per Ib. 
1863 53,970 125,199 6 11 Sugar, refined, 6s. 8d. per cwt. 
Sugar, unrefined, 5s. per cwt. 
1864 67,181 153,341 19 6 Treacle, 3s. 4d. per cwt. 
Coffee, 2d. per lb. 
Cigars, 3s. per lb. 
Total - | 220,647 505,538 O 7- Tobacco and snuff, 2s. per Ib. 






Opium, 10s. per Ib. 
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A Return of the REVENUE and ExpenpituRE of the Cotony for each of the last five years, exclusive of 
Special Receipts and Expenditure, or of items of Expenditure, subsequently transferred to Loan Account, 
but inclusive of the value of Land Orders received as Cash Payments for Land purchaged from the 





Crown. 
' Revenue, inclusive of Land . Surplus (*) or 
: Expenditure chargeable to , 
Year. . Orders cancelled, but exclusive pe : gea Deficienc of 
of Special Receipts. ™| the Consolidated Revenue. : eae ; 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
1860 - - - - 177,767 17 8 158,719 8 § #19,048 9 3 
1861 - = - - 236,307 9 9 255,180 4 7 718,872 14 10 
1862 - - - - 342,027 12 8 302,165 15 7 *39,861 17 1 
1868 - - ° - 390,823 0 10 355,791 14 1 *35,031 6 9 
1864 - ° .° - 502,456 9 7 439,034 18 6 *63,421 11 1 
Total - - 1,649,382 10 6 1,510,892 1 2 *138,490 9 4 


The public debt of the Colony amounted, on the 31st December 1864, to 548,800/., 
that being the sum raised by the sale of debentures valued at par, the premium at which 
they sold having been carried to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. The 


total sum authorized by Parliament to be borrowed amounts to 1,850,236/. 1s. sterling; _ 


there remained, therefore, on the 3lst December 1864, debentures still unsold repre- 
senting the sum of 1,301,436/. 1s. The total disbursements made out of the fund created 
by the sale of debentures amounted, on the 31st December 1864, to 578,392/. 11s. 2d. 


Conclusion. 


The two following tables, which will close this report, consist of a synopsis of the 
statistics of Queensland for five years, ending on the 3lst December 1864, and of a table 
exhibiting the annual centesimal increases for the same period, in population, agriculture, 
live stock, trade, revenue, and expenditure. 
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Registrar General. 


K 4 


VICTORIA, 


No. 18. 
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REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


VICTORIA. 


- No. 


18. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Cuartes H. Daruine, K.C.B., to the Right 
Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 
Government House, Melbourne, 
March 22, 1866. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith the statistics of the Colony of Victoria 
for the year 1864, and I beg leave to enclose also a copy of the abstract of the principal 
Return, which is affixed to that document. 

2. This compilation contains a vast amount of information in relation to the material 
progress of the Colony which could not be improved upon or rendered more instructive 
by any observations which it is in my power to offer. 


SiR, 


(No. 29.) 


I have, &c. 








































The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed ) C. H. DARLING, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
STATISTIcAL SumMARY of VicrortA, from 1855 to 1864 inclusive. 

Land Sales. Number 
Year de aetsine Births. | Deaths. ca Tara | Sink: «| Flour factories, nde 
| gration. | ‘eravion, il Works, | Number | Amount | Cultiva- 

Males. | Females. | Persons. &e. of Acres. } realized. | tion. 

£ 

234,450| 129,874) 364,824| 11,941 | 6,603| 3,847] 66,571] 26,395; 51 438,972] 763,554| 115,185 
255,827 | 141,733| 397,560] 14,420 | 5,728| 4,116] 41,594] 21,187| 77 437,562| 749,318] 179,983 
1857. | 297,547) 165,588| 463,135| 17,384 | 7,449] 4,524] 74,255| 20,471] 88 500,383 |1,067,450| 237,729 
1858 | 323,576] 180,943| 504,519] 19,929 | 9,015| 4,552] 56,168; 25,882] 89 255,724| 638,650| 298,960 
1859 | 335,708| 194,554) 580,262/ 22,092 | 9,469| 4,769] 32,735] 19,615} 97 459,082| 814,164] 358,728 
1860 | 328,251 | 209,596| 537,847] 22,863 /12,061| 4,351! 29,037] 21,689/ 94 492,248| 663,238] 419,380 
1861 | 321,724| 220,076| 541,800| 23,461 |10,522| 4,434! 26,912] 35,898| 104 514,745] 623,588 | 439,895 
1862 | 325,768| 229,976| 555,744| 24,391 |10,080/ 4,525! 37,836] 38,203] 104 844,969| 910,862] 465,430 
1863 | 330,571! 243,760| 574,331| 23,906 | 9,502] 4,227/ 38,983/ 34,800] 110 295,180| 450,646 | 507,798 
1864 | 348,279! 257,222| 605,501] 25,680 | 8,887| 4,554] 36,156| 21,779| 93 260,169} 522,602| 479,463 

























Exports of Colonial Produce. 



























































Live Stock. Sipping 
Year Inwards. Outwards. Gold. Wool. 
Horned . Numb Numbe 
Horses. Pigs. of of : 
Cattle. Vaeacls, Tonnage Vecsels. Tonnage. |} Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
ozs. £2 Tbs. £ 
1855 | 33,430 | 534,113] 4,577,872 | 20,686 | 1,907 | 551,726/ 1,995 | 581,557 | 2,793,065 /11,172,261 | 22,584,234 | 1,405,659 
1856 | 47,832 | 646,613 | 4,641,548 | 52,227 | 1,920} 538,609| 1,959 | 538,362 | 2,985,696 |11,942,783 | 21,968,174 | 1,506,613 
1857 | 55,683 | 614,537| 4,766,022 | 43,632 | 2,190 694,564 | 2,207 | 684,526 | 2,761,528 [11,046,113 | 17,176,920 | 1,335,642 
1858 | 68,328 | 699,330] 5,578,413 | 37,756 | 2,034 648,103 | 2,015 | 641,254 | 2,528,188 |10,112,752 | 21,515,958 | 1,678,290 
1859 | 69,288 | 683,534 | 5,794,127 | 50,965 | 2,026 634,131 | 2,056 | 661,518 | 2,280,676 | 9,122,702 | 21,660,295 | 1,756,950 
1860 | 76,536 | 722,332/ 5,780,896 | 61,259 | 1,814 581,642 | 1,841 | 599,137 | 2,156,661 | 8,626,642 | 24,273,910 | 2,025,066 
1861 | 84,057 | 628,092] 6,289,258 | 43,480 | 1,778 | 549,195] 1,820 | 540,807 | 1,967,420) 7,869,758 | 23,923,195 | 2,095,264 
1862 | 86,067 | 576,601 | 6,764,851 | 52,991 1,715 | 556,188 | 1,766 | 581,892 / 1,658,285 | 6,685,192 | 25,245,778 | 2,850,956 
1863 | 103,328 | 675,272 | 7,115,948 79,655 | 1,739 | 624,061; 1,782 | 618,052 | 1,627,066 | 6,520,957 | 25,579,886 | 2,049,491 
1864 | 117,182 | 640,625 | 8,406,234 | 113,530 | 1,896 | 641,614] 1,816 | 620,200 / 1,545,450 6,206,237 | 39,871,892 | 3,250,128 
Exports of Colonial Produce. Schools. 
P Imports. Exports. | Revenue for | Expenditure Number of 
nee Tallow. Hides otal (Total | the Service of | for tho Bervice | og cuarches debs 
Shins. alue.) Value.) each Year. of each Year. Schools. |Scholars. pels, &c. 
Quantity. | Value. (Value.) 
Ibs. £ £ £ £ £ £ 7 
1855 | 1,876,816 | 29,117 | 41,871 | 12,007,939 | 13,493,338 / 2,728,656 2,612,807 438 | 24,478 349 309 
1856 | 1,970,976 | 35,980 72,103 | 14,962,269 | 15,489,760] 2,972,496 2,668,834 455 | 26,323 73 272 
1857 | 4,843,216 | 62,363 | 191,828 | 17,256,209 | 15,079,512] 3,328,303 2,968,658 675 | 36,671 587 425 
1858 | 2,275,056 | 43,987 | 106,527 | 15,108,249 | 13,989,209 | 2,973,383 3,092,720 740 | 42,432 645 §35 
1859 548,352 | 10,354 | 172,446 | 15,622,891 | 13,867,859 | 3,261,104 3,393,946 772 =| 46,265 642 582 
1860 788,144 | 18,269 | 144,236 | 15,093,730 | 12,962,704) 3,082,461 3,315,307 836 | 51,668 874 416 
1861 | 4,208,960 | 75,784 | 100,884 | 13,532,452 | 13,828,606 | 2,952,101 3,092,021 882 | 56,473 989 846 
1862 | 3,998,904 | 66,515 | 130,350 | 13,487,787 | 13,039,422 | 3,269,079 3,039,497 989 | 65,541} 1,187 769 
1863 | 1,938,708 | 38,871 | 106,264 | 14,118,727 | 13,566,296 | 2,774,686 2,882,937 1,019 | 69,619 1,352 684 
$,882,256 | 60,280 | 102,724 | 14,974,815 | 18,898,384 2,958,3386f | 2,840,103f 66,145 1,531 567 





* The convi 
included. 
+ The figures of Revenue and E 
Sist of August 1865. The statemen 






xpenditure given for 1864 are the amounts received and 


ta when completed will contain all receipts and payments on account of 1 
Wittuan HEexry 


ARCHER, 





ctions to 1860 are only those in the Supreme Court. From 1861 to 1864 inclusive the convictions in Courts of General Sessions are 


expended on account of the services of that year to the 
864 made up to the end of 1865. 
Registrar-Gen 
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TASMANIA. 
No. 19. 


(Not received. ) 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


No. 20. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir D. Daty to the Right Hon. Epwarp 
CarpwELL, M.P. 


(No. 2.) Government House, Adelaide, 
Sir, January 24, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this Province for the 
year 1864. 

The report of the Government statist, with the genera! statistics of the Colony for the 
same period, are appended, and exhibit gratifying evidence of prosperity and steady 
progress, which is, however, at present partially interrupted by a severe drought that has 
occasioned considerable losses to the ‘‘ squatters” or holders of pastoral Jeases in the 
interior part of the country. 

With this exception, which in its nature is temporary, although of not unfrequent 
occurrence, the condition of the Colony 1s very satisfactory. 

' I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed ) D. DALY, 
&c- &c. &e. Governor. 


Revort to the Honourable Joun Hart, M.P., Chief Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


SIR, Chief Secretary’s Office, Adelaide, December 20, 1865. 

In presenting to you the “ Statistical Register of South Australia for the year 
ending 31st December 1864,” I have the honour to submit the following Report for the 
information of his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief; and, in doing so, beg to express 
regret that circumstances beyond my control have delayed its publication for several 
weeks. Arrangements entered into for the future will, I trust, obviate a recurrence of 
any like delay, and as the public journals are now supplied with full statistical information 
at the close of the year it is of less moment that the permanent record of the progress of 
the Colony should be hastened in its preparation. In such a work accuracy and com- 
pleteness must remain the chief considerations. It has not been necessary on this occasion 
to add much to the information hitherto supplied; some tables, however, have been 
varied, in order to give the particulars in a clearer or more succinct manner. Whilst 
opposed to too frequent alterations in the forms of supplying statistical information, as 
tending to destroy the facility for past reference and comparison, [ shall still be glad to 
adopt any suggestions for their improvement that may be pointed out by persons interested 
in any particular subject. 


Population. 


The addition to the population during the year 1864 amounted to 6,925 persons, as 
compared with an increase during the previous 12 months of 5,087 souls, showing a 
rate of increase during 1864 of five per cent., as against three and three-quarters per 
cent. in 1863. 

The male population was increased by 3,779 persons, and the female by 3,146, making 
the total inhabitants of the Province, on 31st December 1864, to number 147,341 persons 


of whom 75,888 were males and 71,453 females. 
14420. 
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enn | Males. Females. Persons. 

Population on the Ist January 1864 - = ee - | 72,109 68,307 140,416 

ee el eataeael ie of emerson Ouer erenauce (by 1,944 1,338 3,282 

Increase by excess of births over deaths, up to 31st December 1864 - 1,835 1,808 3,643 
Total on 31st December 1864 - - - - - 75,888 71,453 147,341 

Increase in 1864 — - - - - - - - 3,779 3,146 6,925 





From the table above given it will be observed that the disparity between the sexes 
was augmented during the year by 633 males, attributable to immigration, the addition 
from that source being 3,282 persons, of whom 1,944 were males and 1,338 females. 
The natural increase of the population by the excess of births over deaths added 3,643 
persons of either sex in nearly equal proportion, viz., 1,835 males and 1,808 females. 
Although the excess in the number of the male population is not greater proportionately 
than it was shown to be at the last census, it is worthy of consideration whether the 
facilities afforded by our system of Government immigration should not be exerted to 
procure a still nearer approach to equality in the number of the sexes than at present 
obtains. 


Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 


Notwithstanding there were many more children born during the year 1864 than in 
any previous year, the natural increase of population was somewhat less than that of the 
year 1863, being only 26 per 1,000 against 27°7 per 1,000; the consequence of a large 
mortality resulting from the prevalence of an epidemic (scarlatina), which proved exceed- 
ingly fatal among young children. 

The total number of births registered amounted to 6,208, of which 3,183 were of male 
children, and 3,025 female, showing an increase over the year 1863 of 242 births. The 
proportion of births to the whole population at the commencement of the year was 44°O 
per 1,000, the same rate as in 1863. 

From the cause above mentioned the rate of mortality increased during the 12 months 
from 16°4 per 1,000 persons to 18°2 per 1,000. The actual number of deaths registered 
was 2,565 in 1864, against 2,221 in the previous year, an increase of 344 deaths. As the 
number of deaths of children under five years of age shows an increase of 276 in 1864, 
being 1,639, and in 1863, 1,363, the deaths among children last year reached nearly two- 
thirds of the whole mortality. 

With respect to the mortality among infants, the number of deaths during 1864 
exceeded those of the preceding year by 180, having amounted to 1,214, or at the rate 
of 47°3 percent. of the gross mortality, showing an increase of only 0°8 per cent. on 
that of 1863, but a reduction of 5°7 per cent. on that of 1862. 

The number of marriages registered was 1,291, or 139 more than in 1863, being the 
largest number recorded in any one year. 


Immigration and Emigration. 


The influx of population was greater in the year under review than in any since 
1858, the total arrivals by sea numbering 5,958 souls, of whom 3,720 were males and 
2,238 females, showing an increase during 1864 of 1,724 souls. ‘he departures were 
fewer by 216 persons, numbering 2,676 in the former as compared with 2,892 in 
1863. The number of persons remaining in the Province was, therefore, 3,282, or 1,940 
in excess of the addition in 1863, which only amounted to 1,342 souls, that number, 
however, being more than twice the annual addition during the preceding four years. 

The total number of arrivals from the United Kingdom was 2,859; from British 
Colonies, 2,983 ; and from Foreign States, 116, as compared with 1,765, 2,417, and 52 
respectively in 1863. The increase in the number of arrivals from the United Kingdom 
was, therefore, 1,094 persons; from British Colonies, 566; and from Foreign States, 64 
persons; the departures to Great Britain and to British Colonies showing a considerable 
falling off, the whole number leaving during 1864 being 2,676 persons only, or, with the 
exception of 1861, less than in any year since 1850. 

Eight Government immigrant vessels arrived during the year, landing 2,647 souls, 
of whom 1,611 were of English, 245 of Scotch, and 791 of Irish nationality. The 
male immigrants exceeded the number of female immigrants by 271, the former num- 
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bering 1,459, and the latter 1,188 persons; in fact, during the two past years the number 
of male immigrants introduced at the public expense has considerably exceeded the 
number of the other sex, a subject referred to under the head “ Population.” Only 
four immigrant ships arrived during 1863, landing 1,499 souls, and two vessels in 1862, 
Government immigration having been gradually resumed since October of the latter 
ear. 

: During the past decade 29,341 persons have been added to the community by the 
excess of arrivals over departures by sea, the assisted immigration during the same period 
amounting to 31,327 souls. 

In the five years terminating with 1859, the number of Government immigrants intro- 
duced amounted to 23,650, whilst the addition to the population from immigration was 
25,577 persons. In the last half of the decade, 1860-64, the increased population from 
this source was 5,691, although 5,750 persons were brought out at the expense of the 
State. In the former quinquennial period 649,593/. 14s. 8d. was devoted to immigration 
expenses, and 99,370/. 16s. 10d. during the latter. 


Public Worship. 


Twenty-four new places of worship were opened during the year, providing further 
accommodation for 2,782 persons, making the total number of churches and chapels 
within the Province to be 455, capable of seating 79,595 persons. In addition thereto, 
7,621 persons could be accommodated in 180 rooms used for religious worship. The 
aggregate number of places of worship used during 1864 was 635, containing 87,216 
sittings, sufficient to accommodate at one time three-fifths of the population, or every 
man, woman, and child of 14 years of age and upwards. Last year there was one place 
of worship to every 233 persons ; the same extent of accommodation has been maintained. 
The progress effected during the past three years in this direction is evidenced in the 
following table :— | | 


—_—_—_——— | 1862. | 1863. | 1864. 
Number of churches or chapels - 410 431 455 
- sittings in ditto - - 72,816 76,813 79,595 
3 rooms used, &c. - - 172 170 180 
» sittings in ditto - : 5,800 7,065 7,621 
Total number of places of worship - 582 601 635 
- sittings provided - 78,616 83,878 87,216 








It will also be observed that a marked increase has taken place in the number of, and 
attendance at, Sunday schools, as shown in the following statement, for a like period :— 











a 1862. | 1863. 1864. 
Sunday schools ° - - 859 360 382 
Sunday-school teachers - - 2,840 3,017 3,254 
Sunday scholars - - - 20,705 21,799 23,087 


From the above it appears that 22 new schools have been opened; that there is 
an increase of 237 in the number of teachers, and of 1,288 in the number of Sunday 
scholars. About one-half of the children of the ages from five to fifteen years would 
seem from these returns to attend a Sunday school, and that there is one teacher to every 
seven scholars. ‘The number of male teachers is stated to be 1,652, and of female teachers 
1,602 ; whilst the scholars of the former sex are represented to be 11,365, and 11,722 of 
the latter, 


Education. 


Twenty-nine new schools were licensed by the Central Board of Education during 
1864, but nine licenses being discontinued or withdrawn, the additional number in opera- 
tion throughout the year was 20 only, showing an increase of 8 per cent. on the 
number last year. 3 : 

The aggregate number in operation was 267, superintended by 174 schoolmasters and 
93 schoolmistresses. The total number of scholars was 12,959, of whom 7,046 were boys 
and 5,913 girls; or 54°4 per cent. of the = and 45°6 per cent. of the latter sex, 

2 
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being nearly the same proportion as last year. The average number of scholars on the 
roll at each licensed school was the same as in former years, viz.,48°5, and the average 
attendance 38°5. Four-fifths of the whole number of scholars were in attendance at 
schools in the country districts. ‘The average number attending town schools was 70, and 
45°6 at country schools. The average attendance was 10,293 scholars, being 79°5 per 
cent. of the number on the roll, or two per cent. higher than in the previous year. 

With respect to the ages of children receiving instruction at licensed schools it is 
stated that 36 per cent. are under seven years of age, 57 per cent. are from seven to 
12 years old, and only six per cent. are above 12 years of age. 

Three additional district schoolhouses were completed during the year, making the 
total number erected to date 56, all held in trust for educational purposes. The total 
amount of aid rendered by Government to their erection, by supplementing private 
subscriptions, has heen 10,595/. 1s. 4d. 

The expenditure defrayed by the Board in the payment of stipends to licensed teachers, 
amounted to 12,914/., giving an average sum for each scholar of 19s. lld. The amount 
of school fees received by the teachers from the parents, &c. of scholars was 12,555/. 10s., 
making 21s.for each scholar. A further sum of 1,006/. 13s. was paid to teachers for 
the instruction of destitute children and orphans, the average cost for each child being 2/. 
This is exclusive of the cost of the Adelaide free school in connexion with the Destitute 
Asylum, the average cost of each scholar attending thereat being 4/. 10s. Each licensed 
school costs the State on an average 57/. 18s., expenses of inspection, &c. included. 

During the past ten years the Government have devoted 151,439/. to the cause of 
education generally, or on the average 12,620/. annually; the sum of 18,3887, having 
been spent, however, during the past year. 


Charitable Institutions. 


The number of admissions into the Adelaide Hospital during 1864 was 952, or 12 
less than in the previous year. A greater number of male patients and a lesser number 
of female patients were treated than during 1863. Of the former sex 667 were treated 
as against 640, and of the latter 385 as compared with 443. Of the total number under 
treatment, 79 terminated fatally ; 858 patients were discharged either cured or relieved, 
leaving 115 in the establishment at the close of the year, 15 more (males) than at the com- 
mencement. The daily average number in the hospital was 118; 75 males and 43 
females. Their average stay in acute discases was 17 days; and in chronic cases the 
average duration was 88 days in the case of males and 76 days in that of females. An 
improved method of classifying the various diseases under treatment has been introduced, 
and is identical with the nosological table now adopted in the registration of 
deaths. 

The Lunatic Asylum at Adelaide being the only institution of the kind in the 
Province, its records afford a criterion of the amount of lunacy prevalent, as cases are 
promptly forwarded thereto from all parts of the country. The number of inmates on 
the 3lst December 1864 was 199; 111 males and 88 females, as compared with 191 on 
the same day in the preceding year. Out of 266 patients under treatment 46 were dis- 
charged, cured or relieved, and 21 died in the asylum. The daily average number of 
inmates was 111 males and 83 females. The number of admissions was, however, only 
75 during the year, as against 83 in that previous, all but 10 being admitted without 
payment of fees. It is satisfactory to note that, notwithstanding the additional population, 
and the increased facilities for admission of patients, and improved regulations for treat- 
ment under the new law, the admissions during 1864 were below the average of the 
preceding five years. 

None but the aged and infirm, the sick, and orphan or deserted children, are admitted 
into the Destitute Asylum, the inmates of which institution averaged 146 (81 males and 
65 females), of whom 63 were children, against 129 last year. Although more numerous 
than in the previous few years, the number of inmates was below the average of the 
preceding quinquennial period. Out-door relief was administered during 1864 to 422 
persons throughout the Colony, or to three less than during the preceding year; 31 
adult males received relief on medical certificate, and many of the female adults were 
relieved from the same cause. The remaining recipients were children, of whom there 
were no fewer than 356 receiving state support, necessitated by the death of the head of 
the family or by desertion. 

The Government defray the whole of the cost of these institutions, which would 
doubtless be greater but for the large amount of medical and pecuniary assistance afforded 
through the numerous friendly societies existing. The total sum paid during the past 
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ten years, exclusive of cost of buildings, has been 160,411/. The cost during 1864 | Sourn 
amounted to 18,037/., of which the sum of 6,572/. was on account of the medical AU#TRatr: 


and hospital departments, 5,151/. on account of the lunatic asylum, and 6,314/: expenses “ 
connected with the relief of the destitute poor. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The financial returns for the year under review are of a very satisfactory nature, 
the revenue for 1864 being 23 percent, in advance of that for 1863, and the expenditure 
a few thousand pounds less. 

The account in either year was as follows :—Receipts in 1864, 775,837/. 14s. 4d.s in 
1863, 631,700/. 8s. 2d.; increase, 144,137/. 6s. 2d. Payments in 1864, 626,688/. 9s. 2d., 
and in 1863, 635,205/. 5s. 6d. ; decrease, 8,516/. 16s. 4d. The principal increase appears 
in the ordinary revenue, which amounted in 1864 to 512,591/., as compared with 
394,538/. in the previous year, showing an increase of 30 per cent. 

The Land Fund amounted to 263,246/., as compared with 237,162/., or an addition of 
26,084/. or only 11 per cent. | 


The revenue from Customs (tlie only source of taxation) amounted to 203,349/., being 
at the rate of 1/. 7s. 7d. per head of the population—a burden very much below that 
borne by any other Australian community. 


The total expenditure in connexion with public works was 248,004/.; of which sum 
136,675/. was defrayed out of the public revenue on works and buildings, and 92,643/. 
from the same source in the redemption of bonds and the payment of interest ; the sum 
expended from the Public Works Loan Fund amounting to 18,686l. only. 


It appears that eat the 10 years ending December 1864, more than half a million 
sterling has been expended out of the ordinary revenue upon public works and immi- 
gration, in addition to the departmental charges connected therewith, which amount ta 
a large sum. The Land Fund receipts have thus been supplemented out of the ordinary 
revenue, by nearly one-fourth, as against 16 per cent. during the decennial period termi- 
nating in 1863, and six per cent. in that closing with 1862. 


The land sales alone would have provided, during this period, little more than threc- 
fourths of the sum that has actually been spent on public works and immigration. 


Following is a statement showing the amounts for the decennial period ending 31st 
December 1864 to have been expended as follows, viz. :— 


£ s. d. 
To defray the cost of Public Works - - - - 1,622,213 17 10 
», interest and redemption of loans for Public Works - 617,847 18 O 





s immigration - - : - - 748,964 11 6 
Total expenditure on Public Works and Immigration - 2,989,026 7 4 
Amount of Land Fund receipts ” - - 2,420,868 9 5 

Deficiency of Land Fund receipts’ - - 668,157 17 11 


ED 


It would appear, therefore, that during the past 10 years a far larger sum has been 
devoted to the opening up of the country and the introduction of labour than the 
requirements of the law at present in force demand; namely, that two-thirds of the 
receipts from the sale of lands be appropriated to the former object, and one-third to 
the latter. 


Loans for Public Works. 


The public debt was reduced during the year by 27,550/., leaving the amount on the 
3lst December 1864 at 839,300/. The total sum borrowed on these loans, which have 
been raised exclusively for the carrying out of public works in aid of sums expended 
from the general revenue, amounts to 1,068,900/., of which 229,600/. has been paid off, 
leaving unredeemed tlre amount above stated. 


Provision is made for the liquidation of the present debt during the course of the 
ensuing 27 years. 

The public indebtedness amounts to 5/. 14s. per head of the population—about one- 
half less than that of either of our neighbours; whilst the average liability for interest 
and sinking fund during the next 20 years, as at present authorized, only amounts to 
8s. 9d. per head in any single year. . . 
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82 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 
Banking. 


Five banks carried on business in Adelaide during 1864, and their operations were 
further extended by the opening of several new branches and agencies throughout the 
country districts. The increase in wealth and the soundness of the financial position of 
traders will be manifest on a comparison of the following statements of the aggregate 
assets and liabilities of the several banks for the three half years ending December, 1862, 
1863, and 1864, respectively ;-— 














LIABILITIES. 
ence 1862. | 1863. 1864. 
£ sd. £ sd. £ ss a 
Notes in circulation - - - - 228,766 7 8 232,481 18 9 315,126 6 8 
Bills in circulation - - - - 9,851 7 4 7,832 7 8 12,700 9 9 
Balances due to other banks - - - 17,171 12 8 24,904 5 0O 11,715 2 4 
Deposits - - - - - - 703,085 11 3] 787,104 2 11 | 1,158,938) 11 11 
Total average Liabilities - - 958,824 18 11 | 1,052,822 14 4 | 1,498,473 10 8 
ASSETS. 

ee 1862. 1863. 1864. 
£ s. d. £ s. ad. £ s. ad. 
Coin and bullion - ° - - -| 270,433 13 7 {| 326,875 11 8] 411,710 3 O 
Government securities - - - - 4,600 0 0O 4,600 0 0O 4,600 0 0 
Landed property and bank premises - - 56,461 1 11 55,185 11 10 60,808 18 11 
Notes and bills of other banks’ - - = 9,268 15 2 7,170 3 10 8,109 9 4 
Balances due from other banks’ - - - 47,244 0 0 82,561 5 9 151,812 15 1 


Notes and bills discounted, and other debts due to 
banks not enumerated - - - - | 1,542,906 19 O | 1,603,564 12 11 | 1,724,759 5 4 
8 


Total average Assets - - - | 1,930,914 9 8 | 2,079,957 6 O | 2,361,300 11 


The usual returns, showing the rates of interest allowed by the banks during the 
year, the course of exchange in each quarter, and a comparative statement of the 
bullion held, and note circulation, will be found in their usual places under the above 
heading. 


Savings Bank. 


Very large increases are apparent in the several items of the savings bank return, 
showing a very healthy state to exist amongst the working classes, the chief supporters 
of this institution. Taking the figures for five years, as given below, it will be observed, 
that the number of depositors has more than doubled during that period, and that the 
amount deposited annually has increased to the like extent; whilst the amount to the 
credit of the depositors is nearly three-fold that to their credit in 1860. 








1860. 1864. 

New accounts opened (number) ° ° 893 1,806 
Increase in depositors (number) - - a te 
Amount deposited - - - . 52,293 120,924 
» withdrawn - - - - | 38,168 87,731 

» depositors’ balances - - - | 88,889 231,972 

»  Yeserve funds - - - 9,126 13,431 

» totalfunds - - - - | 99,016 245,403 








The funds of the depositors, on which interest is allowed at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum, are invested in Government securities of the value of 11,600, by bank 
deposits, and by loans on mortgage to the extent of 138,371/. sterling. 


Imports and Exports. 


In no previous year have the Customs returns exhibited so great an advancement in 
trade and commerce as in those of 1864, which year, for alJ connected with those pur- 
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suits,-was one of unparalleled prosperity. In a single year the external commerce of the 
Colony increased at the rate of ¢hzrty per cent.—the combined import and export trade 
amounting, during 1864, to 5,718,476l., as against 4,387,096/. during the previous year, 
showing an increase of 1,331,3801. sterling in the twelvemonth’s operations. The year 
1863 showed an increase over its predecessor of 420,6441., or ten per cent.; or only one- 
third of the increase witnessed by its successor. 

The value of the goods imported amounted to 2,412,931/., showing an increase of 
384,6521. over that of the previous year, or 19 per cent.; whilst the total exports 
amounted to 3,305,5451., or nearly a million sterling (946,728l.) over those of 1863, 
being an addition of forty per cent. 

As indicative of the enhanced purchasing power of the community, it may be men- 
tioned that the goods retained for home consumption were valued at 2,122,923/., or 20 
per cent. above that of the previous year, showing the sum paid by the inhabitants for 
imported goods to be at the rate of 14/. 8s. per head of the whole community. 

Nearly the whole of our exports consist of staple produce, the raw material of the 
Colony. In fact, ten-elevenths of the total exports during 1864, or over three 
millions sterling, were of this description; comparatively little business being done 
with the other Colonies in imported goods, the whole of the imports re-exported 
during the year amounting to 290,008/., an increase, however, of 26,547/. on the 
previous year. 

A large foreign demand, at remunerative prices, having ruled for most descriptions of 
produce, especially agricultural, of which there was an abundant supply, induced an 
unexampled export trade, amounting to 3,015,537/., being an increase of 920,1810., or 
45 per cent., or nearly six times the increase in the preceding year. 

The produce exported during the year was valued at 42 per cent. more than the 
imported goods purchased for home consumption ; the figures being 3,015,537/. and 
2,122,923/. respectively, showing a difference of 892,614/. in favour of exports. Notwith- 
standing the large extent to which foreign goods are purchased, as before pointed out, it 
is significant to note that so large a balance as nine-tenths of a million should be 
added in a single year to the wealth of comparatively so small a number of individuals. 

With the United Kingdom our business relations were only slightly in excess of those 
of 1863, amounting to 2,136,091/., of which the imports were valued at 1,217,568/., and 
the exports direct at 918,523/.; the former exceeding the latter by 299,045/., us against 


241,826/. in the previous year. The balance of trade with the mother country is of 


course in favour of the Colony, although not so shown in the returns, as very large ship- 
ments of minerals and wool appear therein as exported to the other Colonies, being, in 
fact, only sent there at certain seasons for transhipment to Great Britain. It is important 
to bear in mind that South Australia is a consumer of British goods imported direct (to 
say nothing of the quantity reaching it by way to Melbourne) to the extent of 8/. 5s. for 
every man, woman, and child in the community. 

The chief increase in commerce was in the intercolonial business, our trade with 
Victoria having increased most prominently. In 1863 the combined trade with that 
Colony amounted to 999,928/. ; at the close of 1864 it had reached 1,951,729/., or nearly 
one million sterling additional. The principal increase is in the export trade, although 
the importations thence have been largely added to. 

In 1863 our shipments amounted to 558,001/., and our imports to 441,927/. In 1864 
the former reached 1,254,654/., and the latter 697,075/., showing an increase in the 
imports of 255,148/., or 58 per cent., and in the shipments of 696,653/., or 125 per 
cent. The balance of trade was in our favour in 1863 to the amount of 116,074/., and 
last year to the extent of 557,578i/. sterling. 

Coin of the value of 260,142/. was brought into this Province chiefly from Victoria 
during the 12 months; the balance retained in the Colony up to 31st December being 
216,519. sterling, or 161,519/. more than was retained during the preceding year. 

New South Wales, ranking second to Victoria in importance as consumers of South 
Australian produce, also shows a very considerable increase in the operations of 1864, 
the combined import and export trade amounting to 844,644/., as compared with 
484,061/. in the previous year, or an addition of nearly 80 per cent. The exports 
hence being nearly double, viz., 632,127/. ; and the imports being 212,517/., as against 
146,583/., showing a balance of trade in our favour of 419,609/., as compared with 
190,895/. in the year preceding. 

The New Zealand trade, which is almost entirely one of export, amounted to 
184,045/., as against 153,062. in 1863, an increase of 30,983/. With Queensland also a 
large increase in the amount of our exports appears, that Colony taking produce of the 
value of 86,2571., as against 31,679/. in -% previous year. On the other hand, with 
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Western Australia and Tasmania, trade has declined. The business done, however, has 
always been small; the imports during 1864 from the two places only amounted to 
24,3501., and the exports to 17,447/. Again, with Mauritius, trade was less active, the 
imports thence only amounting to 131,733/., or 12,497/. less than in 1863; while our 
shipments thereto have been reduced from 27,664/. to 21,3647. With the Cape, likewise, 
our shipments fell off from 81,406/. to 5,490/., owing to the high rates ruling nearer 
home. 

The exports to India—principally fine copper—amounted to 122,333/., as compared 
with 208,000/. The imports are almost nominal. Hongkong took produce, flour, &c. 
of the value of 10,4507; Batavia, to the extent of 16,270/.; Bourbon, 3,531/.; and the 
Brazils, 33,0547. worth of wool and copper. 

With other foreign countries, trade is almost exclusively confined to imports thence, 
having received goods from California to the value of 2,050/.; China, 76,804/.; Ham- 
burg, 7,513/.; Sweden, 11,744/.; and the United States, 21,080/., without any exports 
direct in return. 

Many additional particulars respecting commercial progress can be obtained from the 
voluminous tables supplied by the Collector of Customs. 


Exports, the Produce of the Colony, 


Statements regarding the development of the various interests of the Province, based 
solely on a comparison of one year with another being in many instances calculated to 
mislead, an inquirer into their relative progress should review the transactions extending 
over a number of years, for which purpose decennial tables are inserted. Where, as in 
this country, industrial pursuits are especially liable to periodic and uncertain influences, 
either for their rapid progression or retardment, it is only by a comparison of the results of 
an extended period that reliable information can be obtained. With this view I continue 
to supply a system of tables by which the average results may be shown as closely as 
possible from a review of the operations at the beginning, middle, and termination of a 
decade, the same information in quinquennial periods, and the average annual transactions 
in such periods. 

In the following table will be found the total value of the exports of Colonial produce, 
and of the three principal articles, in the years 1855, 1859, and 1864 respectively ; 
together with the total value of the shipments made during the quinquennial periods 
ending in 1859 and 1864; also the average yearly exports in those periods, and the 
proportion which each of the shipments of agricultural, pastoral, and mineral produce 
bore to the total exports :— : 








Of which Exports. 
Period. Total Exports 
eb Seduce: Breadstuffs, Copper and Miscellaneous 
Grain, &c. Wool. other Mincrals. Products. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
In the year 1855 - - 686,953 236,400 283,479 155,557 11,517 
a3 1859 - - 1,502,165 554,265 484,977 411,018 51,905 
is 1864 “ - 3,015,537 1,464,593 775,656 691,624 83,664 
Total in five years, 1855-59 - | 6,686,710 2,628,274 2,105,972 1,806,738 145,726 
‘3 1860-64 - | 10,446,846 4,056,841 3,323,236 2,680,345 385,924 
Average of five years, 1855-59 - 1,337,342 525,655 421,194 261,347 29,146 
re 1860-64 -| 2,089,269 811,368 664,647 006,069 171,185 
Rate per cent. of average exports 
of 1855-59 - - - 100: 39°3 31°5 27°1 2°1 
Rate per cent. of average exports 
of 1860-64 ” - - 100: 38°8 31°8 25°7 3°7 


The immense progress the Colony has made during the = 10 years is very clearly 
shown in the above statement. In that period produce has been exported of the value 
of over 17 millions sterling; and, during the latter half of the period, the exports 
amounted to 104 millions, as compared with six and three-quarter millions in the 
preceding five years, showing an increase of one-third, or three and three-quarter 
millions nearly. The average of the quinquennial period ending 1859 was 1,337,342/. 
per annum, and during that ended in 1864 2,089,269/. annually. In 1855 our exports 
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of produce amounted to 686,953/. ; in 1859, to 1,502,165/.; and in the year just closed 
they reached 3,015,537/.—an advance of one hundred per cent. during the last five 
years. In 1855 the exports of produce averaged 8/. per head of the population; in 
1859, 127. 3s. per head ; and last year, at the rate of 20/. 9s. per head of a population 
numbering about 150,000 souls. 

In my last report I mentioned that, taking the physical strength of the people into 
account, represented in South Australia by one-third of the whole population—namely, 
the males of fourteen years of age and upwards—it appeared that in 1863 we were able, 
after providing for our own necessities (in themselves greater than in the neighbouring 
Colonies, as we support, in proportion, a greater number of women and children), to 
export a surplus equivalent to 45/. per man; the other Colonies exporting (inclusive of 
gold) at a rate of Jess than 40/. per man. A similar calculation for the past year shows 
that South Australia, in 1864, was enabled to ship surplus produce in the whole equal to 
sixty pounds sterling per head for each male of fourteen years of age and upwards 
resident in the province. : 

Agricultural, pastoral, and mineral produce formed, as usual, the great bulk of the 
year’s exports, and wool and copper were shipped in quantities of nearly equal value; 
but the breadstuffs exported were worth as much as the pastoral and mineral produce 
put together. This was, however, the result of exceptional circumstances, the value of 
cereal produce usually averaging from ten to fifteen per cent. higher than those of the 
other two staples; in fact, comparing the average yearly exports of each class during the 
past five years with the averages for the preceding similar period, it will be found that 
the shipments by agriculturists bore a less percentage to the value of the total exports 
during 1860-64 than in the years 1855-59. or instance, in the two periods breadstuffs, 
&c., have decreased from 39°3 per cent. to 38°8 per cent. of the total exports of produce, 
minerals, from 27°1 to 25°7 per cent.; and on the other hand, wool has increased from 
31°5 to 31°8 per cent., and miscellaneous products from 2°1 to 3°7 per cent. By adopt- 
ing this method of comparison from year to year, a more correct view of the relative 
progress of the country’s principal industries is placed before us than by adopting a 
shorter period as the basis of comparison. ‘The following table has been prepared and 
inserted with the view of illustrating the system :— 


Ratio of Average of Five Years’ Exports of each Class to total 


Exports = 100. 

Five Years ending with 

Breadstaffs. | Wool. | Minerals. | Miscellaneous, 

Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
1855 ° - 82°3 28:4 32:9 6°4 
1856 - - 37°1 29:0 28°5 5°4 
1857 - - 40°4 30°8 24°6 4°2 
1858 - - 40°6 30°7 25°4 3°3 
1859 - - 39°3 31°5 27°1 2°1 
1860 - - 38°2 31°6 27°6 2°6 
1861 - - 38°0 32:5 26°7 2°8 
1862 - - 35°5 33°4 27°2 3°9 
1863 - - 35°2 33°9 27°0 3°9 
1864 - - 38°8 31°8 25°7 3°7 


From a careful review of the above statement, much useful information may be gathered ; 
whilst a cursory glance shows how steadily and equably have the three great interests of 
South Australia progressed side by side during the past ten years, notwithstanding tem- 
porary checks occasionally sustained by either. 


Breadstuffs, Grain, &c. 


Upon the publication of the agricultural statistics of the several Australian Colonies for 
1863-4, it was found that although in South Australia the harvest was the most prolific on 
record, those of New South Wales and Victoria proved to be almost total failures ; con- 
sequently prices of all descriptions of cereals rapidly advanced, and a considerable demand 
set in for our surplus breadstuffs, of which an unprecedented quantity was exported durin 
the twelve months, the value thereof amounting to 1,464,593/., an increase of 717,4771. 
upon the previous year, or more than cent. per cent. | 

The quantity of wheat and flour shipped during 1864 was together 76,552 tons or 
16,118 tons more than in 1863—41,817 —— exported in the shape of flour, and the 
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remainder in grain, 1,563,080 bushels, or an increase of 630,808 bushels over the previous 
year. In 1860, our exports of breadstuffs were only 26,476 tons, or about 500 tons 
a-week ; in 1862, they had doubled, or amounted to 51,092 tons, or nearly 1,000 tons 
a week; and in 1864 they !reached 76,552 tons, or nearly 1,500 tons per week, being 
thrice the weekly quantity shipped ten years ago. 

The yearly shipments of flour and wheat during the last five years have averaged 
twice those of the preceding like period; whilst the cereal exports for the year 1864 were 
thirteen times greater than those of 1855. Subjoined is a tabular statement showing the 
several particulars :— 7 








Total in Flour, 
Period. Flour. Wheat. at 45 bushels Bran and 
to ton. Pollard 
Tons. Bushels. Tons. Tons. 

In the year 1855 - - - - - 5,759 8,456 5,947 1,863 
3 1859 - - - - - 19,350 292,736 25,855 4,330 
‘ 1864 - - - - - 41,817 1,563,080 16,552 8,209 
Total in five years, 1855—59 - - - 103,566 857,792 122,628 20,751 
‘ 1860-64 - = - 171,320 4,105,456 262,552 30,468 
Average of five years, 1855-59 - - - 20,713 171,558 24,525 4,150 
‘3 1860-64 - - - 34,264 821,091 52,510 6,093 


It will be observed that the increase in quantity exported over that of 1863, was 
16,118 tons, or 26°6 per cent.—whilst the augmented value is returned as 717,4771., or 
96 per cent. ; this is explained by the high rates obtained in 1864, when the price of wheat 
averaged 8s. 6d. per bushel, and flour 20/. 9s. per ton, throughout the year, the average 
prices ruling during 1863, being 4s. 10d. per bushel for wheat, and 12/. per ton for flour. 
So great an advance in the value of a single article of export, combined with the largely 
increased production, naturally had a very encouraging effect on producers; and, whilst 
accelerating the progress of agriculture, greatly promoted the development of other 
industries by the introduction of a considerable amount of capital. 

Victoria was the largest consumer of South Australian produce; in 1864, taking 16,537 
tons of flour and 104,146 quarters of wheat, as compared with 9,392 tons of the former 
and 25,061 quarters of the latter in the preceding year. New South Wales, which in 
former years had taken the greatest quantity, ranked second, receiving 15,532 tons of 
flour and 63,136 quarters of wheat, as against 13,772 tons and 47,373 quarters, in 1863. 
Queensland took 3,481 tons, as compared with 2,375 tons the year before. Smaller 
quantities than usual were shipped to foreign ports, owing to the more favourable market 
nearer to hand. 


Minerals. 


Mineral produce was exported to the value of 691,624/. during the past year—showing 
an increase of 149,231/. on the value of that shipped in 1863. As exhibiting the immense 
development of the mines of South Australia it is only necessary to state, that during the 
past ten years minerals worth four and a half millions sterling have been sent away ; and 


- that last year’s production was fourfold greater than that of 1855. In the latter year, the 


exports of mining produce only, amounted to 155,557/. ; in 1859, they reached 411,018/., 
whilst the production of 1864 was valued at 691,624/. A comparison of the quantities 
would show a still more favourable progression, particulars for which are afforded in the 
annexed table :— 


Periods. | Copper. | Lead. | Copper Ore. | Lead Ore. | Regulus. 

Cwts. Cwts. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

In the year 1855 - - ° - 12,255 16 4,039 144 63 
$3 1859 - - - - 56,745 1,261 7,306 262 141 
, 1864 - - ~ - | 184,055 63 4,545 566 52 
Total in five years, 1855-59 - . - | 218,669 1,277 35,546 2,716 508 
e 1860-64 - - - | 442,442 3,840 31,018 1,198 1,237 

Average of five years, 1855-59 - - | 48,734 255 7,109 543 101 


55 1860-64 - - 88,488 768 6,204 240 247 
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From the above it appears that the production of fine copper has increased from 612 — Sours 
tons in 1855, to 6,702 tons in 1864—an elevenfold increase. ‘Ihe shipment of fine copper AUSTRALIA. 
alone, during 1864, amounted to 130 tons per week, as against 92 tons in the previous 
year. By far the greater part of the copper ore raised being now smelted in the Colony, 
the export of this article has gradually declined, 4,545 tons only being shipped in 
1864. 


The following table shows the quantities and values of the different minerals shipped 
during the past five years :-— 





Mineral. | 1860. | 1861. | 1862. | 1868, | 1864, 
cwts. 65,429 61,047 85,872 134,055 

Fine copper - - - 
£ | 331,775 | 294,572 | 400,591 637,791 
tons. 7,097 7,817 6,216 4,545 

Copper ore - - - - 
£ 89,130 133,749 124,263 38,125 

@ 

cwts. 1,824 1,256 426 63 

Lead - - - - - 
£ 8,275 4,426 981 121 
tons. 68 15 97 567 

Lead ore - - - - 
£ 2.480 300 2,266 13,107 
tons. 338 390 418 52 

Regulus ~ - - - 
£ 14.877 19,125 | 19,518 2,480 





Total value | £| 446,537 | 452,172 547,619 542,393 691,624 


Although Great Britain and India are the principal markets for fine copper, the returns 
show very large shipments to Victoria, of course for transhipment. The shipments 
direct for Great Britain amounted to 50,492 cwts. against 21,088 cwts. in 1863; to India 
23,479 cwts. as compared with 39,861 cwts.; and to Victoria the exports have increased, 
during the twelve months, from 35,050 cwts to 56,318 cwts. Nearly all the copper ore 
and other mineral produce is sent direct to Great Britain. The extraordinary productive- 
ness of some of our mines, and the immense area over which minerals are found deposited 
has induced the employment of considerable capital and much labour, giving during the 
past few years a marked impetus to the development of other industries. 


Wool. 


During 1864 the number of bales of wood shipped amounted to 50,946, being an increase 
on the previous year’s shipments of 2,720 bales only, the addition during the preceding 
twelve months having amounted to 5,523 bales. The total weight of the South Aus- 
tralian clip of 1864 was 16,092,095 Ibs., as compared with 15,566,787Ibs. in 1863, and 
13,229,009 lbs. the year before ; the value in those years being 775,656/., 715,9351., and 
635,2701., respectively. ‘The augmented weight of the 1864 clip was 525,308 Ibs., or 34 
per cent. ; in 1863, the increase was 2,337,778 lbs., or 18 per cent. This falling off was 
occasioned by a reduction in the shipments from Ports Augusta and Wakefield of near! 
one-half—the first fruits of the drought—and would have had a serious effect on the total 
export, had not the deficiency been met by increased shipments from other ports. ‘To 
show the result, it may be stated that had the shipments fromthe Northern ports increased 
in the same ratio as those from the other ports of the province, the additional quantity of 
wool exported would have amounted to thirty per cent., instead of only to three and a 
half. ‘The shipments at Port Adelaide, which may possibly include some of the Northern 
wool, were 16 per cent. above those of 1863; whilst the exports from the South-eastern 
district were no less than 116 per cent. greater. 


The following table affords the necessary particulars for further inquiries into the 
subject :— 
M 2 


SouTH 
AUSTRALIA, 





88 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 



































1862. 1863. 1864, - 

Ibs. lbs. Ibs. 
From Port Adelaide : : : : ‘ 7,162,032 7,321,187 | 8,472,298 
Port Wakefield ~ - - - - 2,041,550 2,799,000 1,774,300 
Port Robe - - - - - - 1,758,980 1,218,400 2,077,300 
Port Augusta - - - - - 2,180,354 4,128,641 2,990,403 
Port MacDonnell - - ~ - - 42,593 39,309 771,656 

Port Wallaroo - - - - * 43,500 60,300 _— 
Part Victor - - = - - - — — 6,138 
Total Export of South Australian Wool - 13,229,009 15,566,787 | 16,092,095 
Produce of other Colonies - - - 1,268,235 1,002,192 1,404,456 
Total shipment (lbs.) —- - - 14,497,244 16,568,979 | 17,496,551 
Total shipment (bales) - . 42,703 48,296 | ° 50,946 

£ £ £ 
, Total Value of South Australian Wool - - 635,270 715,935 775,656 
Total Value of other Wool ° | - - 74,969 60,610 73,469 
Total Value - ° : - 710,239 776,545 849,125 


It will be seen that, besides our own clip, we exported Murray-borne and West 
Australian wool of 1,404,456 Ibs. weight and 73,469/. value, showing a slight increase over 
the previous year. 

Although the exports of pastoral produce do not show so great an advancement in 1864 
as in former years, it is satisfactory to find that the value of the clip 1s stated to be three- 
quarters of a million sterling as compared with one-quarter of a million in 1855. During 
the past decade the gross value of South Australian wool exported amounted to 5,429,2082. 
the first five years of that period giving 2,105,972/., and the last five years 3,323,236/. of 
the total amount. Between the years 1855-59 the annual clip averaged 421,194Z., 
whilst during the last five years the average annual value was 664,647/., showing 


a difference of fifty-eight per cent. Further information is given in the subjoined 
Statement :— 








Period. Quantity. Value. 
lbs. £ s. d. 
In the year 1855 - - - “ - “ - 5,590,171 283,479 O O 
» 1859 « z 7 - ‘ : : 9,496,715 484,977 0 0 
a 1864 - z ‘ _ : : : 16,092,095 775,656 0 0 
Total in five years, 1855-59 - - - - 40,793,535 2,105,972 0 O 
: 1860-64 : : : : : 69,783,653 3,323,236 0 0 
Average of five years, 1855-59 - - - - - 8,158,707 421,194 0 O 
. 1860-64 - - ° - - 13,956,730 664,647 O O 


The above table furthermore shows that the quantity of wool shipped in 1855 was 
5,590,171 lbs., and that in 1859 it had advanced to 9,496,715 lbs., showing an increase of 
seventy per cent. during the five years. It is important to notice that, notwithstanding 
the falling off in last year’s shipment as compared with the increase in the years imme- 
diately preceding, the progress made during the last five years has equalled that of the 
quinquennial period ending with 1859—the annual clip now reaching 16,092,095 lbs., or 
seventy per cent. more than in the last-mentioned year, being the same rate of increase 
as shown during the five years previous to that date. : 


River Murray Trade. 


Steady, if not rapid, progress is apparent in the river trade. The combined imports 
and exports river-borne now amount to 180,000/. per annum, or thirty-two per cent. 
advance on the trade of 1863. Even with the Victoria side of the river a three-fold 
increase appears, and although very small in amount, it shows that, notwithstanding the 
exertions used to divert the traffic from its legitimate course, that branch of the river 
trade will progress with increased facilities.) New South Wales took from us goods of the 
value of 105,281/., as compared with 76,0541. last year, and sent down the river 75,3741. 
worth of produce, mostly wool, for shipment. ‘The number of steamers arriving at South 
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Australian ports from up-river was twenty-two, as against thirteen last year, and the 
departures numbered twenty-six, or seven more than the year before. An examination 
of the Customs returns will afford much interesting information as to the description 
of trade with the settlers in Riverina, and the considerable importance it promises to 
attain. 
Shipping. | 

The activity of trade during 1864 may be judged of from the very great increase in 
the number and tonnage of shipping employed. For instance, in 1863, 446 vessels of a 
total capacity of 127,826 tons, sufficed for carrying on our external trade, whilst, in 1864, 
no less than 619 vessels, of 161,293 total tonnage, were required. The principal increase 
was in the intercolonial trade, as will be seen from the following tables, which show with 
whom our external commerce is principally carried on. 

















Ships. Tonnage. 
Countries. 

1863 1864. 1863. 1864. 
57 59 Great Britain - - - - - 28,265 29,948 
164 260 Victoria - - - - - 35,954 56,111 
110 175 New South Wales - - - - 30,903 45,535 
34 49 Tasmania ° = - - - 4,427 5,684 
2 3 Queensland - « - - - 368 571 
17 17 Western Australia - - = - 6,253 5,246 
8 15 New Zealand - - - = © 2,873 3,234 
5 3 Cape of Good Hope - - - - 1,444 1,028 
3 l India - - - - - - 1,604 472 
20 15 Mauritius - - - = = 4,368 3,370 
= 1 Bourbon _ ° - - - _ 369 
2 l Hongkong - - - - = 1,575 216 

1 — Vancouver’s Island - - : - 1,152 = 
9 7 Sweden _ - - ~ - 5,331 3,671 
1 l Hamburg - - - - - 120 188 
2 7 United States - - - “ - 1,521 3,788 

1 — Batavia - - - - - 352 at 
4 3 China - - - - - - 1,157 664 
440 617 Total inwards - - 127,667 160,095 


It appears from the above that vessels entering ports in South Australia during 1864 
numbered 177 more than in 1863, of an augmented capacity of 32,428 tons. 

Similar large additions to the clearances outwards also appear, and considering the 
immense increase in the production of raw material, the employment of this much larger 
number of vessels in the carrying trade must apparently become permanent. The fol- 
lowing particulars regarding the clearances outwards, are similar to those given above 
with respect to vessels inwards :— 
















Ships. Tonnage. 
Countries. 

1863. 1864 1863. 1864 
Great Britain - - - - - 14,465 
Victoria - - - - - 34,469 
New South Wales - - - - 24,873 
Tasmania - - - - - 1,570 
New Zealand - - - - - 13,739 

20 Queensland - - - - - 1,968 
19 Western Australia - - - - 6,926 
8 Mauritius - - - - - 2,568 
2 Bourbon - - - - - — 
— Singapore - - - - - 1,623 
21 India - - ° - - - 13,717 
2 Cape of Good Hope - - - - 7,315 
6 Batavia - - - - - 1,097 
1 Brazils - - - - - 327 
6 Chili - - - - - - 676 
= Peru - - - - - - 2,493 
3 Hongkong - - - - - — 
10 Guam - - - - - - — 
Total outwards - - 127,826 161,293 
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Out of the above 619 vessels, 557 sailed with cargoes, only 62, or 10 per cent. of the 
whole number, leaving in ballast. 

With so large an increase in shipping, the number of vessels visiting the outports has, 
of course, been greatly augmented. The following table, showing the number of vessels 
arriving at and departing from the several ports (of which there are eight in addition to 
Port Adelaide) at which cargo is landed and shipped, during the past two years, exhibits 
considerable development of trade thereat :— 





Inwards. Outwards, 
Ships. Tonnage. Ports, Ships. Tonnage. 
1863. | 1864. 1863. 1864, 1863. | 1864. 1863. 1864, 





835 | 435 105,774 124,256 | Port Adelaide - 341 | 448 107,333 128,373 


1 5 298 479 | Port Augusta - - - 5 6 2,496 3,035 
8 11 1,539 1,681 Port Elliot - - -| 18 13 3,403 1,943 
24 38 1,717 4,751 | Port Macdonnell - - | 25 38 1,890 4,355 
5 12 2,235 3,223 | Port Robe - - - ° 6 15 3,226 4,058 
35 69 10,733 17,753 | Port Wallaroo - - -} 10 30 2,647 8,031 
23 | 23 3,818 3,884 | Port Willunga - - -| 28 | 38 4,624 6,197 
9 | 15 1,553 2,736 | Port Yankalilla- - -|{ 13 | 18 2,207 3,409 
_ 9 — 1,332 | Port Victor - - -f — 13 — 1,943 














440 | 617 127,667 Total 127,826 161,293 


8 
a 
AS 
mH 
o>) 
pam 
eo) 








Besides the above, 26 vessels, of 4,090 tons, cleared at ports on the Murray, being 
engaged in the river trade. 

The crews of vessels entering South Australian ports during 1864 numbered no less 
than 8,182 men. 94 vessels belong to Port Adelaide, of 12,942 tons register, an addition 
of 14 ships and 3,556 registered tonnage during the 12 months. 


Land and Cultivation. 


In March last I was enabled to publish summary tables, showing the yield of the 
harvest of 1864-5, and in the following May, presented my sixth Annual Report on 
the Agricultural and Live Stock Statistics, for the year ending 31st March 1865, 
extracts from which are reproduced, in order to place the important particulars therein 
furnished, side by side with the other subjects of more general interest referred to in this 
retrospect. 

‘The area of country and suburban land alienated from the Crown during the twelve 
months ended 3lst December 1864, amounted to 225,171 acres, or 65,379 acres more 
than in the year 1863—bringing up the total area of purchased land to 2,893,814 acres, 
or 19°64 acres per head of the estimated population. At the commencement of 1864, the 
average for each individual of the population was nineteen acres. 

‘l'wo-thirds of the alienated Jand is returned as being in the occupation of freeholders, 


‘maintaining the preportion existing in the previous year. Twenty per cent., or one 


in every five acres of the purchased land is under cultivation, as was the case in 1863. 
It would appear, therefore, that the sale of land, large as it was, did not exceed the 
requirements of the agriculturist. | 

‘¢ Notwithstanding the large purchases of land for grazing purposes, it is important to 
note that the ratio of cultivated to untilled land is maintained as 1 to 4; and it will be 
observed that the per centage of increase in cultivation during the season under review 
is similar to the rate at which the land sales were augmented during the twelve months 
preceding. 

‘¢1n comparison with the respective populations, there is five times more land under 
tillage in South Australia than in the adjoining Colonies—there being four acres for 
every man, woman, and child in the province, or twelve acres for every male of fourteen 
years of age and upwards. Seeing that, of this division of the population, only one-sixth 
are engaged in agricultural pursuits, it follows that an eighty-acre section can receive but 
little more than the continuous labour of one statute adult throughout the year. 

‘<The total area of land under cultivation amounts to 587,775 acres, against 555,968 
acres in the previous season, showing 31,807 acres additional, or five and three-quarters 
per cent. 
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«The acreage of the wheat crop amounted to 390,836 acres, or two-thirds of the total | Sours 
cultivated land. In 1863-4 there were 335,758 acres under wheat, or sixty per cent. of AUsTRALu. 
the tilled land ; the increase this season has therefore amounted to six percent. The — 
total produce of the harvest was 4,252,949 bushels, compared with 4,691,919 bushels in 
the yield of the previous harvest ; showing a decrease of 438,970 bushels—the average 
yield per atre being only eleven bushels as against fourteen bushels, and one bushel less 
than the average production of the past seven seasons. 

‘©On one occasion only during that period has the harvest been less productive, 
namely, in the year 1859-60, when only 9 bushels 38 lbs. per acre were reaped. The 
yield for each season, and other particulars respecting the cultivation of wheat during 
the septennial period just closed, is given in the following table. It will be seen that, in 
that short space of time, the growth of wheat has more than doubled. 


Season. Produce, Wheat. | Average per Acre. 





Acres cultivated. | Acres under Wheat. 








Bushels, B. Ibs. 
1858-59 ~ - - 264,462 188,703 2,109,544 11 11 
1859-60 - - - - 361,884 218,216 2,103,411 9 38 
1860-61 - - - - 428,816 273,672 3,576,593 13 4 
1861-62 - - - - 486,667 310,636 5,410,756 10 59 
1862-63 - - - - 494,511 320,160 3,841,824 12 O 
1863-64 - - - - 555,968 335,758 4,691,919 14 O 
1864-65 - - - - 587,775 390,836 4,252,949 ll O 


“‘ Seven-eighths of the wheat crop was reaped by machine, the area hand-reaped being 
less than last year, notwithstanding the increased cultivation. Out of 390,836 acres, 
339,518 acres were gathered by machine, being an increase of 57,021 acres secured in 
that manner, whilst the quantity reaped by manual labour only amounted to 51,095 acres 
altogether. One, if not the most important advantage our farmers possess over those of 
the sister Colonies is the expedition and economy with which their crops can be secured, 
owing to the successful working of the reaping machines now universally used on all but 
hilly land, permitting of the grain being reaped, winnowed, cleaned, and bagged on the 
harvest field, and removed into store ere the day is closed. 

“The high prices ruling for wheat caused the farmers to look more particularly to 
their grain crop for profit, and had the effect of reducing the breadth of land laid 
down for hay by 9,020 acres, the total area sown being only 66,570 acres as compared 
with 75,590 acres the year before; and as the average yield was four cwt. less, viz., 
twenty-three cwt. as against twenty-seven cwt. per acre, the deficiency in the crop is very 
large, no less than 25,637 tons; the total quantity grown being 76,656 tons as against 
102,293 tons in 1863-4, showing a falling off of one-fourth in the supply of this description 
of fodder. 

“There were 12,585 acres of barley sown, or 1,395 acres less; the quantity reaped 
being 207,022 bushels, or 46,979 bushels less; the average yield per acre being as low as 
16 bushels 22 Ibs., or one bushel 36 lbs. under the yield of the previous season. The 
yield of oats was still worse, only 15 bushels to the acre, being 4 bushels 5 Jbs. below 
that of 1863-4 ; the quantity grown was nearly the same in both seasons, 75,135 bushels, 
the area sown, however, having increased from 3,923 acres to 5,093 acres. 

“ An addition of 104 acres appears in the breadth of land under subsidiary crops, the 
items being as follows:—For green forage, wheat, &c., 812 acres; maize, 40 acres; 
sorghum, 130 acres; lucerne, 856 acres, and permanent artificial grasses, 841 acres, and 
222 acres of minor crops, including among others, mangol wurzel, rye, peas, tobacco, 
hops, and flax—all reported as succeeding favourably on the small scale attempted. 

“Tallow land is returned as 94,777 acres, or 15,400 acres less, the augmented area 
under wheat having doubtless fully taxed the energies of the farmers. 

««Qne-tenth more land has been planted with vines, making the total area of our vine- 
yards to be 6,364 acres. Nine years ago they covered only 753 acres. During the past 
five years the area has doubled. Up to last season the proportion of bearing vines to 
those not yet productive was nearly equal; the present returns show 4,596,009 vines in 
bearing, to 2,831,971 unproductive. 

“Only a short period has to elapse before the whole of the extensive vineyards planted 
during the past few years will be in full bearing; so that the annual production of wine 
will be rapidly augmented. Already the figures are high, for the vintage of the present 
season cannot be estimated at less than 1,000,000 gallons. That of last year, for which 
the returns are given, yielded 798,647 gallons, or 192,282 gallons more than its prede- 
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cessor. It is important to notice that the quantity of wine now made is more than double 
that produced three years ago. The home consumption is doubtless large ; but it would 
be satisfactory to find a demand in a foreign market, which at present has not been the 
case, the exports of the year amounting to 20,674 gallons only, or 7,031 gallons less than 
in 1863.” 


Pastoral Occupation. 


‘‘ The live stock returns show an additional number of horses and sheep, but a large 
reduction in the number of cattle. Owing to the protracted drought in the far North, 
the police were unable to travel to collect the returns as usual ; so that in two districts, 
the country north cf Wilpena, the figures inserted in the accompanying tables are those 
given in February 1864, to which attention is called in a foot note. 

“The number of horses is returned at 62,899, or 3,891 more than last year. 643 
horses, valued at 10,955/., were exported during the twelve months. As showing the 
importance of this trade, it may be stated that during the past five years 3,224 horses 
have been shipped, chiefly to India, of a total declared value of 69,748). sterling. 

“ The total number of sheep depastured was 4,106,230, or 214,588 additional, showing 
an increase of only 54 per cent. as compared with an increase in the previous season of 13 
per cent., and of 124 per cent. the year before. During the twelve months, 186,526 sheep 
were exported overland to the neighbouring Colonies in excess of the imports, or 21,259 
more than in 1863. The number travelling over the border during the first quarter 
of the current year, was 14,345, as compared with 59,029 during the same period last 
year. Two-thirds of the whole number of sheep are depastured within the limits of the 
proclaimed counties. 

‘The continued diminution in the number of cattle calls for serious attention. In 
each of the past seven years the returns show a decrease on the numbers of its predecessor, 
until the number now given is one-third less than the number returned in 1857. Then 
we depastured 310,460 head, now only 204,892 head. The falling off during the past 
season, as shown in the returns, is 21,274; but owing to the state of the far North, it is 
probable that the decrease is actually much greater, for, as the police state with regard 
both to cattle and sheep in that district, ‘it is impossible to estimate the number that 
‘ will survive the season.’ Whatever the cause, it is plain that the number of cattle 
has diminished gradually and continually to an alarming extent during the past seven 
years.” 


Railways. 


All the appliances of this department were severely taxed to meet the increased 
demands of both the goods and passenger traffic, induced by the abundant yield of the 
harvest of 1864. In either branch the augmented revenue amounted to one-fifth greater 
than that earned in 1863. The following is a comparative statement of the gross receipts 
and expenditure during the two years :— 

















ee | | 1863. | 1864. | 1863, | 186-4. 
Gross REcEIPTs. £ £ 
Number of passengers - “ ° 309,898 359,035 — oe 
Passenger receipts - - - -|- - - - 25,788 32,274 
Tons of goods . - - - 200,831 255,928 — — 
Goods receipts - - - -| - - - - 69,192 94,405 
Other receipts - : - -| - - - - 2,276 2,567 
Total receipts - - - £ 97,256 129,246 
Gross EXPENDITURE. 
Management - - - - 2 - - 1,600 1,540 
Locomotive department’ - - - : - - - 18,353 19,366 
Maintenance of line - = - ° - - - 17,134 22,358 
Other working expenses (including goods agency) - ° = - 42,389 56,328 
Total expenditure - - - £ 79,476 








The subjoined abstract shows at a glance the progress of the railway system since its 
commencement. It comprises the net earnings (after deducting “ goods agency ” from 
either side of the account), the working expenses, the per centage they bore to the year’s 
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net receipts, and the annual profits made, and returned into the Treasury in reduction of 
the sums paid as interest on the loans incurred for their construction :— 


Per-centage 


Year. open Revenue. Expenditure. ees ae Profit. 
£ £ £ 

1856 - : ea) 15,873 15,236 95-4 637 
1857 - : -| 24 39,528 37,774 92:0 1,754 
1858 - : .|  3eL 51,582 44,981 85-5 6,601 
1859 - : -| 32f 48,068 39,871 82:5 8.197 
1860 - : -| 45 55,588 43,636 78:5 11,952 
1861 - : -| 87 64,935 53,808 82°] 11,127 
1862 - : -| 87 67,483 54,400 80°7 13,083 
1863 - : _| 87 70,420 52,639 T4°7 17,781 
1864 - : -| 87 95,490 65,837 69-0 29.653 


It must be borne in mind that the balance of revenue over expenditure has been 
much reduced by the large sums paid out of the receipts for additional rolling stock, &c., 
usually placed to capital account; the profit, however, at present shown, yields two- 
thirds of the interest on the outlay, or four per cent. per annum. 


Roads. 


Very large sums having been expended by local bodies since 1857, in the formation 
of district roads—of which there is no return yet procurable—the total length of road 
communication within the Province cannot accurately be stated. The amount spent by 
Municipalities and District Councils upon public works, however, amounted to 383,5461. 
since the above date, about one moiety of which has been raised by direct local taxation, 
the remainder being defrayed from the general revenue. 


Accurate returns are, however, furnished by the Central Road Board, from which it 
appears that since the commencement of the Board's operations 293 miles of main road 
have been metalled and completed. During the past ten years, 236 miles of main road 
have been metalled and the whole length maintained in repair, the Board’s expenditure 
for that period amounting to 741,925/,, the whole sum being defrayed out of the general 
revenue of the Colony. 


Postal Communication. 


Additional postal accommodation was provided during 1864 by the establishment ot 
16 additional post offices, the extension of the length of mail routes by 171, and espe- 
cially by the increase shown in the number of miles travelled by mails during the year, 
namely, 75,754 miles. 


The total number of post offices open was 205, the several mail routes extending 
over 3,053 miles; the total distance travelled over by the mails being 733,526 miles. 
The following figures show the progress made during the last three years :— 


— 1862. ~ 1863. 1864. 
Number of letters - . - 1,640,153 1,817,379 2,189,474 
Number of newspapers” - - - 1,136,023 1,254,893 1,457,914 
Distance travelled by mails = ° 553,890 657,772 733,526 
£ £ £ 
Income - = - - - 17,448 19,019 22,001 
Expenditure ° - - - 18,582 19,694 21,485 





It will be seen that the income of the Post Office exceeds the expenditure, the 
subsidy for the English mail and branch services not included. _ 


Forty money order offices in connexion with the Post Office and Telegraph Depart- 
ments are now in successful operation, with a yearly increasing business, and are in cor- 


respondence with all the monev order offices in the United Kingdom, the Australian . 


Colonies, and New Zealand 
14420, N 
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Telegraphs. 


The commercial activity which distinguished the year under review necessarily 
affected the operation of this department to a considerable extent ; the benefits arising 
from rapid communication between a body of producers, scattered over a great area, and 
their principal markets can scarcely be estimated, but the returns show how largely the 
facilities afforded by the telegraph have been availed of. Nearly one-fourth more messages 
were transmitted during 1864 than in the previous year, and the receipts of the depart- 
ment increased from 8,695/. to 11,341/.; 106,874 messages being transmitted as compared 
with 86,411 in 1863. There are now 41 telegraph stations in this Province, and 
1,084 miles of wire in operation, in connexion with 67 offices in Victoria, 51 in New 
South Wales, and 21 in Queensland, linked together by a chain of telegraph wire 7,529 
miles in length. 


Meteorological. 


Subjoined is an abstract of meteorological observations, recorded by the Honourable 
G. S. Kingston, Speaker, showing the rainfall at Adelaide, during the last six and 
twenty years, in each month and year; and the average fall in each month, calculated 
upon the amount gauged during the twenty-five years, commencing 1839 and terminating 
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Inches.! Inches.} Inches.| Inches.| Inches.! Inches. fachies| Inches.| Inches.} Inches.) Inches.! Inches,! Inches. | Inches. 

1839 . ° e | 0°453 0° 446 O°R5 0°379 0° 245 3° $07" | 2°128 3 oD bh —_— 
18140 ° ° - | 0°335 2°01* 0° 437 1°202 1°487 3°247* | 1°9 2°939*" | 4°64" 1°9* 0°19 3°82" %4°107* 21°973 
1841 - ° =| 0°45 0°35 0°81 3°57° 1°71 2°32 0°758 2°S23* | 2°U85 0°94 0°47 1°71* 177058 20°63 
1842 - - - | 0°37 0°71 1°015* | 1°808 2°05 2°401 2°09 277° 1°9381 2°333* | 1°19 1°35*° 20° 318 20°555 
1843 ° - | 0°21 0°54 0°39 1°06 2°us* 1°72 3°307* | 2°16 1° 085 1°60 O°2 1°7° 17°192 19°s883 
1844 - - - | 0°41 0°175 0°74 1°68 1°84 1°138 3°655* | 2°115 2°34° 1°045 0°91 0° 825 16°878 19° 382 
1845 . ° - | 0°184 0°32 0°28 0°53 2°63 3°695* | 2°245 3° 265% | 1°95 1°165 1°28 1°835* 18 83 19° 303 
1846 - ° - | 0°14 2°32°¢ 0°675 9°5* 3°58* 1°97 3°78* 2°64 2°50" 2° 935" | 2°05? 1°505* 26° 885° 20° 251 
1847 - - | 0°17 0°03 1°608* | 3°5* 2°37 7°s* 4° 49° 1°77 2°335* | 0°055 1°185 1°7* 27°613* 21° OOS 
1848 - ° - | 0°00 0°0 0°965* | 0°75 2°23 1°32 2°48 2°&5* 3°10* 2°Ss* 2°415* | 0°0655 19°735 20° O35 
1849 - ° - | 0°00 0°285 0°61 2°29* 1°835 7°21° 4°03* 3°511® | 2°423* | 0°79 1°96° O75 25° 444° 21345 
1850 - . - | 4°00* 0°13 0°25 0°9 1°74 3°54* 1°09 1°: 2°154° | 0°72 1°795* | 1°6S85* 19°274 21°173 
1851 - ° - | 0°123 0°15 0°952° | 1°52 6°34* 3°34* 5°04" 5°36* 2°SO8* | 1°2 3°55° 0°25 30°633° 21°9 
1852 - . - | 1°5* 0°4 0°03 2°17° 2°97° 3°06* 4°33° 6°24° 2°04 1°57 1°92° 1°11 27°34" 22°289 
1853 ° - - | 0°405 0°675 0°328 6°78° 4°468° | 2°67 2° 408 2° 405 3°453* | 2°073* | 0°42 0°sS2 26°995* 2?°6 
1854 - . - | 0°103 0°03 1°05* 2°815* | 1°525 1°158 2°556 2°5 O'711 1°737* | 0°598 0°515 15°34 22°149 
1855 . . - | 0°04 1°28° 3°12* 11 3°093° | 2°545 3°33° 1°876 3°413° | 1°733* | 0°575 1°045 23°145° 227208 
1856 a - - | 0°875* | 2°3* 0O°598 | 3°655* | 2°645) | 67223" | 17578) | 1'SBS) | 17655) | 2°475*% | 0°55 0°304 24°91" 22°358 
1857 . ° - | 0°49 0°78* 8°825* | 1°247 O°7 0+ 4°505* | 1 3°315* | 0°99 2°1* 1°315* | 1°025 21°158 gery 
1858 ° ™ - | 0°86* 2°67¢ 0°23 1°33 4°145* | 1°06 3°02* 1°683 | 2°016) | 0°635) fj 2°1865% | 1°708* 21°522 22° 256 
1859 - . - | 0°34 1°16* 0°0 0°735 4°67* 2°075 0°75 1°733 0°671 1°455 0°753 0°51 14°842 21 nny 
1860 - ° = | 0°175 0°0 2°105* | 4°405* | 2°456 3°6z28* | 1°408 0°765 1°662 1°445 0°S73 0°7-48 19°67 21°S04 
1861 - - - | 0°49 0°58 1°46° 2°005* | 4°253* | 1°941 4°163° | 1°168 2°43° 1°825* | 0°53 4°235* 25°133* 21°95 
1862 - . - | 0°275 0°78°* 0°39 1611 5°15* 1°81 5°405* | 3°338° | 1°755 1°165 0°759 0°155 22° 53° 21 O81 
1863 - - - | 0°885° | 0°345 | 0°51 0°55 5°255* | 2°465 | 2°8d5* | 4°005* | 1°32 3°035 | 0°735 | 0°845 22°815* | 21'9s3 
Average of 25 years, 

eat to 1863, bot t 0°529 | 0°746 | 0°937 | 2°003 | 2°895 | 8°058 | 2°828 | 2°771 | 2°098 | 1°665 | 1°306 | 1°216 22°045 — 

inclusive ° 

864 - ° - | 1°865* | 0°185 0°0 1°165 8°26° 2°32 3°16° 4°035* | 1°17 1°465 0°03 0°185 18°84 _ 


* Shows when the fall for the month and year is above the average. 


Further particulars, under this head, will be found in elaborate tables furnished by 
Charles Todd, Esq., F.R.A.S., Observer, whose annual report on the meteorology of the 
Province is exhaustive of the subject. 


Conclusion. 


The usual table showing the progress of the Colony from its foundation to the present 
time, as illustrated by the principal items of statistical information on record, closes this 
volume. In the whole twenty-eight years of the Colony’s history therein exhtbited, there 
is no year that has witnessed so great and general advancement in social and material 
progress as that of 1864, or has given a greater impetus to the development of our 


resources, and to the future prosperity of the community. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. BOOTHBY, 


Government Statist. 
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No. No. No. No, No. No. No. | No. cres, Acres. No. No. No. 
1855 *85,821 18,25 67,562 3,944 953 1,663 77 _ 171,610 —_ _ — _ 1858 
1856 | 103,422 _ _ 4,488 1,172 1,147 85 70 187,451 208,423 22,260 272,746 1,062,460 | 1856 
1857 109,917 _ = 5,183 1,218 1,304 78 70 177,600 235,965 26,220 310,400 2,075,805 | 1857 
18358 118,340 _ _ 5,673 1,178 1,859 75 71 158,015 264,462 34,629 _ oxo 1858 
1859 122,735 = = 5,738 1,045 1,923 93°] 75 188,065 361,884 M471 — _ 1859 
1860 | °124,112 _ — 5,568 1,031 2,336 78 78 129,262 428,816 49,399 278,265 2,824,811 | 1860 
1861 | *126,830 18,303 | 108,527 5,551 1,158 1,962 62 76 147,354 486,667 52,597 285,434 3,038,356 | 1861 
1862 13§,329 ~ =< 6,075 1,189 1,918 64 77 129,910 494,511 56,251 258,342 3,431,000 {| 1862 
1883 140,416 _ = 5,966 1,152 2,221 86 77 159,791 555,968 59,008 226,166 8,891,642 | 1863 
1864 147,341 = = 6,208 1,291 2,565 70 75 $224,171 587,775 62,899 204,892 4,106,230 | 1864 
Shipping. Export of Produce of the Colony. Value of 
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Inwards. Outwards e Wool. eo + 
gg | 3 ee et 2 
g| ele! 6 | de] # aig .| tua | tu | go] 3 
P ". : x is 
ej s 5 a 3 a 52 | Quantity.| Value | 3p ca po a : dj 
Pe) | a 3 a S Rt suo > a 3 
> vA & z = Se a a a fa] bp 
£ £ Tbs. £ £ 2 £ £ £ 
18553 | S861} 114,982) 350] 110,941 236,400 153,557 5,590,171 288,479 686,953 988,215 | 1,370,988 453,641 689,696 | 1855 
1856 | 480; 118,661 | 437 116,729 | 656,871 408,042 8,236,221 412,168 | 1,398,867 | 1,665,740 | 1,866,529 | 479,977 579,926 | 1856 
1857 486 140,378 | 484] 141,995 | 755,840 458,839 9,695,208 504,520 | 1,744,184 | 1,958,572 | 1,628,053 | 455,210 538,212 | 1857 
1858 | 874 98,802 | 367 93,589 525,398 373,282 7,775,225 420,833 | 1,355,041 | 1,512,185 | 1,769,351 469,687 528,772 | 1858 
1859 ; 402] 111,486] 390 104,692 554,265 411,018 9,496,715 484,977 | 1,502,165 | 1,655.876 | 1,507,494 511,927 620,756 | 1859 
1860 | $24] 100,681 | 388 | 108,355 | 499,102 | 446,537 | 11,731,871 | 578,368 | 1,576,326 | 1,783,716 | 1,689,591 | 488,827 492,656 | 1860 
1861 | 401 103,196 } 3887 96,135 712,789 452,172 | 13,164,391 623,007 | 1,838,689 | 2,082,811 | 1,976,018 558,586 | 482,951 | 1861 
1863 | 374 105,281 | 392 111,290 633,241 547,619 | 18,229,009 635,270 | 1,920,487 | 2,145,796 | 1,820,656 548,700 579,381 | 1863 
1863 | 440 127,667 | 446 127,826 | 747,116 542,398 | 15,566,787 715,985 | 2,095,356 | 2,358,817 | 2,028,279 681,700 | 685,205 | 1868 
1864} 617 | 160,095 | 619 161,293 | 1,464,593 | 691,624 | 16,092,095 | 775,656 | 3,015,587 | 3,305,545 | 2,412,981 775,837 626,688 | 1864 





* Exceptin 


as 

cach year; wher blanks occur, the information was not attainable. 
t Total extent of land alienated, 2,894,585 acres. 

¢ Land Fund included since 1849. 


(No. 29.) 


SIR, 


rds the years marked thus °, in which the Census was taken, the number given is the population as estimated at the close of 


J. BOOTHBY, Government Statist. 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


No. 21. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Hampton to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweE.LL, M.P. 


Government House, Perth, February 21, 1865. 


I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1864, 
accompanied by a covering letter from the Colonial Secretary. 

2. The general indications of prosperity exhibited in the statistical information now 
transmitted are highly satisfactory, especially with reference to the equalization of revenue 
and expenditure. 

3. It appears from the returns in the Blue Book that the revenue from all sources 
for the year 1864 exceeded the expenditure to the extent of 1,195/., thus showing a balance 
to that amount available for 1865, in addition to upwards of 1,500/. worth of timber and 
other materials, paid for during 1864, and at present in store for various public works in 
progress. 
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4, It may also be observed that 2,300/. received as revenue on loan from the Post 
Office Savings Bank in 1863, was repaid in 1864, rendering the revenue for 1864 
actually 3,495/. in excess of the expenditure on account of that year. 

5. An increase of 4,690/. is shown in the fixed revenue of 1864, as compared with the 
preceding year, half of that sum being under the head of customs, and 1,209/. on account 
of land. 

6. The financial calculations for the current year will be disarranged by the unforseen 
expenditure connected with the settlement of the northern district not provided for on 
the estimate ; it is therefore fortunate that no outstanding Government liabilities of any 
sort existed at the end of 1864, and that the public accounts were then in such a satis- 
factory condition. 

7. Monetary affairs, both public and private, have recently improved throughout the 
Colony, as shown, in some degree, by the increasing exports, activtyin business of every 
kind, and the general prosperity of all classes of the inhabitants. 

8. Perhaps no better practical illustration could be given of this with reference to one 
class, than the progress of the post office savings bank since it was first opened on the 
Ist September 1863. 

9. This valuable institution is making steady progress in the favourable estimation of 
the public, as may be gathered from the fact that the total of the deposits remaining in 
the bank on the 3lst December 1864 was 3,920/. in excess of the amount at the end of 
1863. 

10. Although every previous attempt to establish savings banks in Western Australia 
completely failed, the post office savings bank has been very successful up to the end 
of 1864, when the total of the deposits actually in the bank amounted to 6,390/. ; 
certainly a large amount of saving for such a small community to accumulate in 16 
months. 

11. The mineral land regulations, sanctioned in your Despatch No. 42, dated 26th 
November last, are very acceptable to the Colonists, and have already been practically 
acted upon by the approval of several applications, in accordance with these new regula- 
tions, for land supposed to contain minerals. 

12. The efforts recently made to develop the resources of the Colony by the explora- 
tion and settlement of new country are producing promising results, and are likely to 
become highly beneficial under the influence of the very liberal land regulations promul- 
gated Jast month for the northern district. 

13. A large nnmber of settlers in the neighbouring Colonies have obtained permission 
to proceed to the north-western part of this Colony. A Government establishment has 
been forwarded to Camden Harbour, and about 200 white persons, with upwards of 13,000 
head of live stock, are now in the northern district, which was wholly unnocupied by 
either civilized men or imported animals so recently as April 1863. 

14. This movement is rendered of vital importance to Western Australia by the 
decision of Her Majesty’s Government to diseontinue transportation, as stopping the 
supply of convict labour for public works, and the diminution of Imperial expenditure 
must necessarily tend to reproduce a disastrous state of affairs, similar to what existed 
prior to the introduction of convicts, unless resources not then available are now brought 
into operation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. S. HAMPTON, Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, 
SIR, February 19, 1865, 

I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Western Australian Blue Book for 
the past year, which has been compiled with care and accuracy from the returns furnished 
to me by the proper officials throughout the Colony. 

2. The revenue for the year 1864 exceeded the estimated amount by 1,770l. and 
there was an excess of expenditure on the sum estimated, amounting to 5741. 

The receipts and payments during the year differ little from those in 1863, so far as 
the total amount is concerned ; the former being 201/. in excess, and the latter 3581. Jess 
than those in the year adverted to. 

It is satisfactory, however, to observe that there is an increase under customs and land 
revenue to an extent of nearly 4,000/., and a decrease to a similar amount of receipts in 
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aid, some of which were monies temporarily appropriated for general purposes in 1863, 
and having to be refunded in 1864. Thus I look upon the actual revenue in 1864 as 
greater by at least 5,000/. than in the preceding year. 

The expenditure annually and gradually increases, and this must be the case while the 
area of the Colony continues to extend ; it has, however, Ween so carefully watched, that 
there was a balance of some 1,500/. in favour of the Colony at the end of the year, 
with no payments to make from the accruing revenue of 1865, which has only to meet 
the outgoings of the current year, and will, I have no doubt, fully realize the amount 
estimated. 

3. The Imperial expenditure for the year 1864 has varied little from that preceding 
it, but taking into consideration the late decision of Her Majesty’s Ministers in regard to 
transportation to this Colony, I fear that it will be my not over pleasant duty henceforth 
to note the decreasing amount of this item. 

4. It is not for the people in Western Australia to rebel at this decision ; their duty is 
to bow to the adverse fate that has ruled against their interests, but they ean but feel that 
the unnatural and uncalled-for clamour raised in the Colony of Victoria must affect their 
progress and prosperity, not only now, but fur years to come. 

Just emerging from a period of stagnation and depression, there was every hope that 
the occupation of the newly discovered districts, creating trade between them and the 
settled portions of the Colony, furnishing a means for the employment of capital and for 
the extension of trading, farming, and grazing operations, would, coupled with the cheap 
labour to be obtained, have gone far to place the settlers on a firm footing, and enabled 
the Colony to shake off that inertness which has hung over it for so many years, and 
commence a systcm of progression more in accordance with that exhibited in the neigh- 
bouring Colonies. 


5, The depression caused by the adverse news in regard to transportation has, however, 
been alleviated by a universal feeling that Her Majesty’s Government will act liberally 
towards the Colony thus suddenly deprived of means which have done much to bring 
about the present prosperous state of things as compared with what existed some few 
years since. There are those who are too ready unwisely to clamour for compensation 
in forms that would not only be utterly useless to the Colony, but which could not be 
entertained by the British Parliament. 


6. I cannot doubt that any reasonable suggestion will be attended to and acted on, 
and that all legitimate means of furthering the interests and prosperity of a community 
that has been of such service to the mother country will be adopted. 

Useful emigration on such a scale as can from time to time be fairly absorbed by the 
Colony will I trust be carried on at Imperial expense for some years, and it would be a 
boon to the Colony, little short of that of which it is about to be deprived, if an annual 
order for some few thousand loads of timber was received for Admiralty or railway 
service. 

The Western Australian jarrah bears a very high character, it can be supplied at a 
reasonable rate per load, not exceeding the range of present English prices, and if once 
the prejudice of shipwrights and others against the use of any article, the goodness of 
which has not already been proved by lapse of years, could be set aside, it would soon 
become in great demand, and the supply is unlimited. 


7. Few buildings of any importance have been erected during the year; the available 
convict labour has been judiciously employed in the repair of roads and the construction 
of bridges throughout the Colony; and this, coupled witli an expenditure of 6,000/. 
principally in carts and horses to enable the convict labour to be employed to greater 
advantage, has caused a large amount of improvement in the roads, and given general 
satisfaction. | 


8. There is an actual increase in the population of 691 souls, but this must be attri- 
buted to the arrival of convicts ; the departures among the actual community has largely 
exceeded the arrivals. 


9. The imports for 1864, as compared with those for 1863, show an increase of about 
10,000/., while the exports show a decrease of 27,0007. This decrease in the exports 1s, 
however, to be explained by a large cargo of wool having left the Colony in December 
1863, which, under usual circumstances, would have appeared in the exports for 1864. 

The steady increase of the exports of the Colony is very manitest if those for 1863-4 
are compared with preceding years. Thus the combined amounts in 1861-2 were 
210,3731., and in 1863-4, 284,278]. 


10. I have again to note an increased cultivation to the extent of 2,400 acres, and a 
large increase in the returns of horses, cattle, and sheep. I do not however place very 
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much reliance on the returns rendered on these points ; I am well aware that. much care 
is taken in their collection, but it is difficult in such a scattered country for persons to 
estimate the exact numbers of their herds, and they are apt to put down round numbers 
at random. Iam under the impression that both the acreage and stock given are in 
excess of the actual amount and numbers. 

11. For the first time I am enabled to give an approximate number of the stock im- 
ported to the north and east districts, to the former of which numerous settlers have 
proceeded, and from whence I hope to obtain accurate returns for succeeding years. 
The formation of a Government establishment at Camden Sound, and the occupation of 
a considerable portion of the country in its vicinity by a numerous body of settlers from 
the Colony of Victoria, coupled with the position of the newly proclaimed town site of 
Elliot, lead me to hope that before many years elapse a flourishing settlement will be 
planted in North-west Australia, and that other towns will soon follow at the several 
points where settlers have located themselves in considerable numbers. 

12. There appears an increase in the amount of leased land to the extent of 151,481 
acres aS compared with the previous year; and this is satisfactory, showing the settlers 
are pushing their way further into the interior, most of the newly leased land being at the 
back of runs on which stock are already located. 

No Jand in the new districts is yet under lease, the regulations for the depasturing of 
stock sanctioning free runs for four years ; but so soon as that time is expired, Jarge tracts 
of country will then come under lease and materially increase the land revenue. 

13. It is gratifying to report a decrease of crime among the free population; and tlie 
slight increase of it among the bond population is barely in proportion to their enlarged 
numbers. 

A glance at the returns will show that of the numerous offences recorded the majority 
are of a trifling nature, more than one-half being for drunkenness and breach of convict 
regulations. 

14. In conclusion I can but remark, that with the exception of the depression caused 
by the decision in regard to transportation, a general feeling of content and satisfaction 
has appeared to pervade the Colony during the past year ; there has been no excitement 
or ill-will against the Government, and it would be difficult to picture a more quiet or 
well-disposed community ; rejoicing in a delightful climate, surrounded by all the neces- 
saries combined with some of the luxuries of life, with a fair market for their produce, 
and a reasonable return for labour and enterprise, it is to be hoped that the new era 
about to take place in the history of the Colony may not result in altering its prospects 
in those particulars where change is so undesirable. 

- T have, &c. 
His Excellency the Governor, (Signed) FRED. P. BARLEE. 
&c. &c. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


No. 22. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir G. Grey, K.C.B. to the Right 
Hon. Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 55.) 


SIR, Government House, Wellington, June 8, 1866. 
IT wave the honour to transmit for your information copies of the Statistics of 
New Zealand for the year 1864. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) G. GREY. 
&c. &c, &c. 


Report to the Honourable E. W. Starrorp, Colonial Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


Registrar-General’s Office, Auckland, 
Sir, May 7, 1866. 

In the series of Statistical Tables for 1864 which I now have the honour 
to present will be found in considerable detail the results of the census of New 
Zealand taken in December of that year, as well as the general statistical information 
relating to the Colony which it has been usual to include in the successive annual 
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volumes, of which this is the ninth. Some of the most important of the census results Pele 
have, however, been made public nearly a year ago. It having been deemed especially —_ ~ 
desirable that those results which would directly come under review in the discussion 

of a Representation Act should be available during the Session of the General Assembly, Previous pub- 
steps were taken to obtain from the enumerators at the earliest practicable date after (caonet 
the collection of the household forms by the sub-enumerators returns in anticipation of census. 
of their fuller compilations. From these I prepared tables showing compendiously 

the population, the cultivation and crops, and the live stock in each Province and in 

each Electoral District of the Colony. Although, even in this effort, some delay was 
occasioned by the necessity of writing for explanations or amendments, yet I had the 
satisfaction of being able by the end of March 1865 to complete the information referred 

to with a sufficiently close approxtmation to accuracy for all practical purposes. The 

tables which I then laid bagore the Government were published in the “ Gazette,” Number 

17, of the 18th of May, with additional tables comparing, numerically and centesimally, 

the census of 1864 with the censuses of 1861 and 1858. Not long afterwards the 

“ Gazette ” (Number 23 of July 11th) contained a table, similar to No. 12 of Part I. in 

this volume, showing the numbers of males in each Electoral District of the age of 21 

and upwards, with the respective numbers of electors, and calculations connected with 

the extent to which the electoral franchise was possessed by the population; and a 
subsequent ‘* Gazette” (Number 37 of September 22nd) contained a revised summary 

of the census results which had been published corrected from the enumerators’ final 

returns, with such an estimate as I was able to form of the population of the Colony on 

the 30th of June (1865). 

I regret, however, to be obliged to remark that, notwithstanding the unusually early Causes of _ 
publication of certain principal results of the census, the statistical volume as a whole %l2y ia pupr 
appears later than in any previous year. Various causes have combined to produce volume. 
delay. The compilation of the details of several branches of the census information 
involved in some instances references back to the enumerators, and ultimately tedious and 
laborious examination of the original schedules. Indeed, no inconsiderable portion of the 
work which should have been done by the enumerators devolved upon this office, so that 
the effort to arrive at the utmost attainable accuracy cost much more time and trouble 
than in the case of either of the preceding censuses (1861 or 1858). The greatest 
delay, however, was with regard to the general statistics. In addition tothe hindrances 
which are almost inevitable, and which may be said to be peculiar to New Zealand as com- 
pared with other Australasian Colonies,—owing to the large numbers of returns required 
from distant and detached localities, and the variety of distinct and independent Depart- 
ments, General and Provincial, froin which these returns are to be obtained,—there were 
special hindrances arising out of the removal of the seat of Government just at the period of 
1865 when the Statistical Returns for 1864 might otherwise have been expected to be 
prepared, and the consequent unavoidable postponement of a work for which reference to 
numerous records in different offices would be necessary. To this followed the demands 
for financial and other returns required for the Session of the General Assembly, to which, 
very possibly, precedence was given. Without entering minutely, however, into these 
and other causes of delay, | may state that some of the materials for important tables in 
this volume did not come into my own hands until the latter part of the month of 
January last; and that since the tables were ready for the press the work of printing has 
been protracted beyond what [ had at all anticipated. Thus much, however, it seems 
only simple justice to this department to mention, in explanation of a delay longer than 
has occurred before, or than, I hope and _ believe, is likely to occur again, in the publica- 
tion of the statistical volume. | 

With a view to facility of reference and general convenience of arrangement, the tables Division of 
have been classified in two divisions, Part I. being exclusively devoted to the census, ee 
and Part II. containing the general statistics of the year. ) 


PART I.—CENSUS. 


The census enumeration was taken for the night of the Ist of December 1864 on a Arrangements 
plan substantially the same as that adopted in December 1861, by which the information re eas 
was obtained not only (as on previous occasions) for each Province of the Colony, but 
also for each Electoral District returning Members to the General Assembly. The com- 
pilations have been made in conformity with this plan, separate tables having been 
constructed for the Provinces and the Electoral Districts respectively upon all the branches 


of information on which such details — necessary, Appendix E. to Vart. I. 
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contains in extenso the schedules to the “ Representation Act, 1860,” and the, ‘* Repre- 
sentation Act, 1862,” showing the exact territory comprised in each Electoral District. 
The republication of these descriptions of boundaries in connexion with the tables for 
1864 appeared to me the more requisite on account of the extensive alterations in the 
Electoral Districts of the Southern Island effected by the Representation Act passed in 
the last Session of the General Assembly. As in 1861, the important trust of selecting 
the persons by whom the actual work of the census in the several Provinces was to be 
carried out was practically placed in the hands of the respective Provincial Governments 3 
the enumerator for each Province having been appointed by his Excellency in accordance 
with a nomination by the Superintendent of a gentlemen whom his Honour regarded as 
competent to discharge the duties satisfactorily ; and the sub-enumerators having been 
chosen by the enumerator, (subject, of course, to the Governor's approval, which was 
always given). . 

The military settlers and the Colonial defence force in the ‘Northern Island were, 
however, a new and peculiar addition to the population of the Colony, and special steps 
were taken to ensure fulness and accuracy of information respecting them. Instead of 
leaving them to be enumerated under the general arrangements for the Provinces and 
Districts, an officer (in most instances the commanding officer) of each regiment or 
corps was’ appointed as enumerator, and members of the regiment or corps selected by 
him, as sub-enumerators. There was some difficulty in determining on the best mode of 
dealing with the returns in these cases; but, on the whole, the plan which appeared to 
me likely to give the information in the clearest form, and with least liability to error 
or confusion, was that they should be included in the numbers for the Provinces, but not 
in those for the Electoral Districts (in which it would have been scarcely possible to 
classify them correctly); and that the principal results of this section of the census 
should be shown separately. This was the plan pursued, in a summary form, in the 
first tables of census results (published in the “ Gazette” of May 18th, 1865), and I 
have adhered to it in the preparation of the details in this volume; the Appendices A, 
B, C, D, to Part I. showing a variety of particulars relating to the military settlers, &c. 


From these preliminary remarks I proceed, as on former occasions, to give in a 
condensed form} the leading points of the information embodied in the following 
tables, referring those who desire to enter into minuter details to the tables themselves. 
The notes in the margin will direct to the several tables in which such details are to 
be found. 

Population. 


In December 1864 the population of European descent in New Zealand (exclu- 
sive of the military and their families), as shown by the census returns, was 172,158, 
of whom 106,580 were males, and 65,578 females. In these numbers are included the 
military settlers, &c., and their families, numbering altogether 6,382,viz., 5,139 males 
and 1,243 females. The distribution of the total population through the several 
Provinces was as follows:—Auckland, 42,132; Taranaki, 4,374; Wellington, 14,987 ; 
Hawke’s Bay, 3,770; Nelson, 11,910; Marlborough, 5,519; Canterbury, 32,276; 
Otago, 49,019; Southland, 8,085; to which is to be added the population of the 
Chatham Islands (86), making the aggregate as above. ‘Thus it will be seen that the 
Northern Island (comprising the Provinces of Auckland, ‘Taranaki, Wellington, and 
Hawke's Bay) contained 65,263 or 37°93 per_cent. of the population; and the Middle 
Island (comprising the Provinces of Nelson, Marlborough, Canterbury, Otago, and 
Southland), 106,809 or 62:07 per cent. These numbers, as has been stated, do not include 
the military or their families, who numbered 11,973, viz., officers and men, 9,136; 
male children, 933 ; and women and female children, 1,904. 

A comparison of these figures with the numbers shown by the three previous general 
censuses of New Zealand will afford satisfactory evidence of the rapid advance of the 
Colony as to its population. In the three years from 1861 to 1864, tracing the census 
results backward in order of time, the population increased from 99,021 to 172,158, 
being an increase of 73,137 persons, or 73°86 per cent. In the three preceding years, 
viz., from 1858 to 1861, the increase was 39,643 persons, or 66°82 per cent. In the 
seven preceding years, viz., from 1851 to 1858, the increase was 32,621 persons, or, 
calculated centesimally, 121-86 per cent. 

Taking the comparison between 1851 and 1864 we find that the population had, in 
this period of 13 years, grown from a total of 26,707 to a total of 172,158, being 


* The Tables, Appendices, &c., to this Report are not reprinted. 
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an increase of 145,451 persons, or 544°61 per cent. This was an average increase for 
the period of 11,188 persons, or 41°89 per cent. in each year. Comparing similarly 
the shorter periods included, the average annual increase from 1851 to 1858 was 17°41 
per cent. on the population of 1851; the average annual increase from 1858 to 1861 was 
22°24 per cent. on the population of 1858; and the average annual increase from 1861 
to 1864 was 24°58 per cent. on the population of 1861. 

The advance in the population of the several Provinces in the triennial period from 
1861 to 1864 will be found in detail in Table II. The following summary presents the 
results in the order of the proportionate increase within that period in each Province as 
compared with its population in 1861 :— 

Southland, numerical increase, 6,209, or 330°97 per cent. 


Marlborough, Be 3,220, or 140°06___,, 
Taranaki, 7 ” 2,330, or 113°99__—sézy 
Canterbury, - 16,236, or 101°22 __,, 
Otago, - 21,856, or 80°46 _,, 
Auckland ae 17,712, or 72°53 a, 
Hawke's Bay, ss 1,159, or 44°48  ,, 
Nelson, ss 1,958, or 19°67 ,, 


Wellington m 2,421,or 19°26 ,, 

The population of each Electoral District of the Colony will be found in Table IV., 
which shows, in addition to the numbers, sexes, and ages, the numbers of each sex 
under and over 21 years. Table V. contains a comparison of the population of each 
district in 1864 with its population in 1861. As the census of 1861 was the first in 
which arrangements were made for an enumeration according to the divisions into 
Electoral Districts, this comparison cannot be carried farther back than that year. 

The population enumerated by the census was (it need scarcely be repeated here) 
exclusively of European descent. 
aboriginal native population of New Zealand at the same time, the results would, no 
doubt, have been regarded with great interest. But the attempt, which would have 
been attended with difficulty under the most favourable circumstances, would, in the then 
existing circumstances of some of those parts of the country where Maories were most 
numerous, have been useless, or worse. After the (European) census of 1861, I pre- 
pared an estimate of the native population based upon the Maori census of 1857-58, 
(of which copious extracts were published in the Statistical Volume for 1857). Accord- 
ing to this estimate the Maori population then amounted to 55,336, viz., 31,329 
males and 23,928 females (with 79 whose sex was not stated). Of these, the Northern 
Island was estimated to contain 53,056, leaving only 2,280 for the Middle Island. These 
figures of course were not assumed to be any more than such an approximation to the 
real numbers as the available materials permitted; and there cannot, I apprehend, be 
any doubt that the numbers in the Northern Island (which has been the scene of war, in 
addition to the other influences believed to be producing a diminution, more or less rapid 


in the native population), if they could now be made up correctly, would exhibit a great. 


decrease. . 
| Relative Proportion of Sexes. 


The number of males (of European descent) in New Zealand in December 1864 was 
(exclusive of the military) 106,580, or 61°91 per cent. of the whole population.. The 
number of females was 65,578, or 38°09 per cent. The following figures will show for 
each Province separately the centesimal proportions of males and females respectively 
to the population of the Province, and the centesiinal excess of males in each Province. 








O 








| Males, Females, Centesimal 
an per Cent. per Cent. Excess of Males. 

Auckland - - - - 60°97 89°03 21°94 
Taranaki - - - - 65°66 34°34 31°32 
Wellington - - : 55°66 44°34 11-32 
Hawke's bay “ - - 65:17 84°83 80°34 
Nelson - - - - 56°31 43°69 12°62 
Marlborough - - - 73°06 26°94 46°12 
Canterbury - - - 58°65 41°35 17°30 
Otago - - - - 66°69 33°31 83°38 
Southland - - - - 59°44 40°56 18°88 

Average for the Colony - 61°91 38-09 23°82 
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The average proportions of the sexes in the Colony in December 1861 were, males, 
61°67 per cent.; females, 38°33 per cent.; excess of males, 23°34 per cent. In 
December 1858 they were, males, 56°68 per cent.; females, 43°32 per cent. ; excess of 
males, 13°36 per cent. The increased proportion of males as compared with 1858 may, 
no doubt, be attributed principally to the great influx of miners to the gold fields of the 
Colony, very many of whom were unmarried, or had left their wives and families in other 
countries. 


Civil or Conjugal Condition of the People. 


The general totals for the Colony, as shown by the census of 1864, were as follow :— 
married males, 27,482, being 15°96 per cent. on the whole population, and 25.78 per 


cent. on the total number of males. Married females, 25,248, aane 14°66 per cent. on 
e 


the whole population, and 38°50 per cent. on the total number of females. Unmarried 
males (including widowers and male children), 77,711, being 45°14 per cent. on the 
whole population, and 72-92 per cent. on the total number of males. Unmarried females 
(including widows and female children), 29,990, being 23°23 per cent. on the whole 
population, and 60°98 per cent. on the total number of females. The numbers of 
widowers and widows included are, 1,806 widowers, and 1,809 widows. 

Deducting from the totals of “unmarried” (including widowers and widows) the 
ersons under 15 years of age, the numbers remain, males 47,904, females 11,428. 
rhe proportions between the sexes thus shown are, males 80°74 per cent., females 19°26 
er cent. , | 

; Expressing the information thus arrived at otherwise, it appears that of every 100 of 
the total male population, 25°78 were married ; 44°95 of the males aged 15 and upwards, 
and 27°97 under 15 years of age were unmarried (there being 1°30 whose “ condition ” 
was not stated in the returns); and of every 100 of the total female population, 38°50 
were married ;17°43 females aged 15 years and upwards, and 43°55 under 15, years of age 
were unmarried (there being 0°52 whose “ condition” was not stated), 

A similar calculation with respect to the numbers shown by the census of 1861 exhibits 
the following results :—Of every 100 of the total male population, 25°86 were married ; 
38:20 aged 16 years and upwards and 31°19 under 16 years of age were unmarried (there 
being 4°75 whose “ condition ® was not stated) ; and of every 100 of the total female 
population, 36:43 were married, and 15°77 aged 16 years and upwards and 47°80 under 
16 years of age were unmarried. 


Deaf and Dumb, or Blind. 


The number of deaf and dumb persons in the Colony is shown in Table No. VI. as 
19, viz., males, 14; females, 5. The number in 1861 was 20, viz., 11 males and 9 
females. The nmmber of blind persons in 1864 was 19, viz., 14 males and 5 females. 
In 1861 the number was 21, viz., 14 males and 7 females. 


Dwellings of the People. 


In December 1864 the total number of houses in the Colony was 37,996, being a net 
increase of 15,598 in the three years since the census of 1861, when the number was 
92.398, which was an increase of 9,565 in the three years since the census of 1858. It is 
to be remarked, however, that the gross tutal for 1861 included 3,687 tents; and the 
gross total for 1864 included 6,742 tents, most of these in both years being, as might be 
supposed, on the gold fields. ‘The tents may be regarded as included in the numbers of 
dwellings having “1 or 2 rooms,” which in 1864 amounted to 18,841; the respective 
totals for dwelllings of 3 rooms being 4,612; of 4 rooms, 5,352; of 5 rooms, 2,451 ; and 
of 6 rooms or upwards, 6,674. 

With respect to the materials of which the houses were constructed, the returns show, 
wood, 25,463 in 1864, against 15,139 in 1861 and 10,179 in 1858 ; stone or brick, 1,082 
in 1864, against 477 in 1861 and 307 in 1858; and other materials (including Raupo 
houses and the tents above referred to), 11,451 in 1864, against 6,782 in 1861 and 2,326 
in 1858.* 

The details of houses in the Electoral Districts in 1864 will be found in Table No. VIII. ; 
and Table No. LX. contains a comparative view of the houses in these districts in 1861 and 
1864. 





* The houses in the Chatham Islands were not included in the numbers for 1858. 
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The proportion of the population to each dwelling calculated on the census returns of | New 
the respective years was 4°63 in 1858, 4°42 in 1861, and 4°53 in 1864. ZEALAND. 
Special forms were supplied to the sub-enumerators for returns of “ uninhabited houses” -payics x and 
and “houses building” in their sub-districts. But some uncertainty attaches to the XL 
former part of these returns, it being evident that while, in several instances, they 
avowedly include stores or shops occupied (only) during the daytime, in many other 
cases there are no means of accurately ascertaining whether or not such buildings have 
been counted as “uninhahited.” I have, however, given the results, such as they are, in 
Tables X. and XI. for the Provinces and also for the Electoral Districts, appending, 
so far as I could collect them from the returns, explanatory notes. The returns 
of “ houses building ” are more reliable, and show a total number for the Colony of 998. 


Electoral Franchise. 


The total male population shown in the tables for the Electoral Districts (which it will Table xu. 
be borne in mind do not include the military settlers, the numbers in the shipping, or Froparlioniot 
the inhabitants of the Chatham Islands, ) amounted to 99,180, of whom 62,197 were aged population. " 
21 years or upwards. The total number on the rolls as electors was 19,552; a number 
which does not include the electors for the Electoral District of the Otago gold-fields, 
the nature of whose qualification (defined in “ ‘The Miners’ Representation Act Amend- 
ment Act, 1863,”) does not admit of the formation of an electoral roll in the usual way. 

The total number of representatives for these constituencies in the General Assembly 
was 57, including the two members for the Otago gold-fields. The proportion of 
electors to every hundred of the total male population was, in 1864, 19°71 per cent., 
avainst 22-39 per cent. in 1861; and the proportion to every hundred males of 21 and 
upwards was, in 1864, 31°43 per cent., against 39°32 per cent. in 1861. The table 
contains calculations of these proportions for each Electoral District ; but although the 
calculations exhibit correct results as the electoral rolls actually stood at the time, the 
value of the detailed comparison between electoral franchise and population is necessarily 
qualified by the consideration that in numerous instances electors are non-resident, 
many having votes in more than one district; to which is to be added, with regard 
to the Electoral Districts of Taranaki, the special consideration that, in consequence 
of the war, the great bulk of the population was congregated in the town of New ® 


Plymouth. 
Places of Birth. 


The particulars of the places of birth of the population are given in detail for the Tables XIII, 
several Provinces, both numerically and centesimally, in Tables XIII. and XIV. The Pinceot birth. 
following are the proportions for the whole Colony :—England, 33°95; Ireland, 11°80; 

Scotland, 17°98; Wales, 0°60; New Zealand, 23:95; Australian Colonies, 5°54; other 
British dominions, 1°80 ; United States of America, 0°65; France, 0:29; Germany, 1°16; 
other Foreign countries, 1°27 ; at sea, 0°35; not specified, 0°66. | 

Subjoined is a compendious tabular view of the information on this subject supplied by 
the census of 1864, compared with that of the census of 1861. : 












Proportion per Cent. of 
Increase or Decrease each}Nationality to 
In 1864, the respective Totals 
of Population. 


Population. 
Places of Birth. 


| 
1864. Numerical. 'Proportionate. 





1861. | 1864, 








England - - ‘. - : - | 386,128 58,444 22,316 61°76 86°49 33°95 
Ireland = - - : - - - 8,831 20,317 11,486 130°06 8°92 11°80 
Scotland - « - - - - 15,534 30,940 15,406 99°17 15°69 17°98 
Wales - - - - - - 472 1,029 557 118°00 0°48 0°60 
New Zealand - - - - - | 27,604 41,235 13,631 49°38 27°86 23°95 
Australian Colonies - - - - 2,579 9,533 6,954 269°63 5: 
Other British Dominions - - - - 1,848 3,109 1,261 68°23 1: 
United States of America - - ° - 720 1,115 395 54°85 0° 
France « ~ - - - - $19 505 186 58°30 0: 
Germany - - . - - - 780 1,999 1,219 156°28 1: 
Other Foreign Countries -. - - - 838 2,189 1,351 161°21 . 
At Sea - ts - - - - 447 601 154 34°45 

Not specified i - - - - 2,921 1,142 | decr.1,779 | decr. 60:90 





a = — 
99,021 | 172,158 73,137 73°86 
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Occupations. 


Although the occupations entered in the census returns have been compiled in this 
office with considerable labour and in full detail, I have not thought it necessary to 
amplify, except slightly, the form of table in which they were classified for 1861 and 
1858. The difficulties pointed out in my report on the census of 1861 still impede any 
attempt to tabulate this branch of the census in New Zealand “ without incurring the 
‘¢ risk of showing conclusions which may be misleading in effect, however they may be 
** verbally in accordance with the schedules.” Amongst the causes of this uncertainty 
continue to be “ the number of cases in which settlers pursue more than one occupation ; 
“ the instances (perhaps frequent) in which they enter in the schedules the professions or 
‘© callings to which they were brought up, or with which they would wish to be identified, 
* rather than those in which they are most habitually engaged, or from which principally 
‘‘ they derive their maintenance ; the vagueness of many of the descriptions ; and the 
‘* different names given to what may be regarded as really the same business.” The 
tables will, however, afford a general view of the proportions in which the colonists are 
engaged in the principal employments and pursuits; and the following summary will 
show the comparison between 1864 and 1861. 





Proportions of Occupa- 
tions to the Population. 


Occupations. 1861. 1864, 








Trade, Commerce, and Manufactures - - - 3,283 7,625 4,342 132°25 3°31 4°43 
Agricultural and Pastoral - = = - 7,469 12,089 4,620 61°85 7°54 7°02 
Mechanics, Artificers, and Skilled Workers - - 5,783 12,118 6,335 109°54 5°84 7°04 
Mining - : 3 . = - | 11,138 12,527 1,389 12°47 11°25 7*28 
Professions, Clerical, Medical, and Legal - - 468 619 151 32°26 0:47 «0°36 
Teachers, Surveyors, and other Educated Professions - 976 1,106 130 13°31 0°99 0°64 
Labourers - : : - - 5,607 12,639 7,032 | 125°41 5°66 7°34 
Jomestic and General Servants - - - - 2,808 6,202 3,394 120°86 2°84 3°60 
Miscellaneous” - - - - - - 4,245 13,951 9,706 228°64 4°29 8°11 
No Occupation stated (principally Women and Children) 57,244 93,282 36,038 62°95 57°81 54°18 
99,021 . 172,158 73,137 73°86 100°00 100°00 . 





Religious Denominations. 


The list of “ religious bodies’ in Schedule D. of the “ Marriage Act, 1854,” has, as 
on former occasions, been made the basis of the compilation of the census results for 
1864, a column being added for the large number returned as ‘‘ Protestants ” without 
any more distinctive designation, amounting to a total of 6,825, or 3°96 per cent. of the 
population of the Colony. The number not described in any way was 2,618, or 1°52 
per cent. on the population, a considerably smaller number than in 1861, when the 
proportion “ not described” was 3°69 per cent. (the greater portion of those included, 
however, having been gold diggers in Otago, with respect to whom in that year the 
information was comparatively defective). 

The number “described otherwise,” that is, by designations which could not be 
brought under any of the headings above specified, was, in 1864, 2,220, or 1:29 per cent. 
of the population, against 1,284, or 1:30 per cent. of the population, in 1861. This 
number will be found reduced to 272 persons by the note to Table No. XVII., in which 
I have given the descriptions found in the schedules for the remaining 1,948. For 
these 272 persons there were no less than 70 descriptions, many of which were no 
doubt almost identical in meaning, but all varying more or less in the form of expression. 
No designation has been omitted, the persons returned as belonging to which (including 
men, women, and children) numbered as many as 20. 

It will be seen by the centesimal calculations in Table No. XVIII. that, according to 
the census schedules, the Church of England had, in December 1864, 42°47 per cent. of 
the population of the Colony; the Presbytenan churches, 24°43 per cent. ; the Roman 
Catholic church, 12°49 per cent.; the Wesleyan Methodist church, 7°26 per cent. ; the 
Congregational Independents, 2°14 per cent.; the Baptists, 1-97 per cent. ;. the Primitive 
Methodists, 0°78 per cent.; the Lutherans, 1:05 per cent.; the Hebrews, 0°56 per cent. ; 
and the Society of Friends, 0:08 percent. ‘ Protestants,” not more distinctively described, 
were 3°96 per cent.; ‘‘ otherwise described,” 1°29 per cent.; and not described in any 


way, 1°52 per cent. _ 
‘The subjoined summary exhibits a comparison between 1861 and 1864, showing for 


each year the numbers of the population returned as belonging to each of the principal 


denominations ; the increase on each in 1864, both in absolute numbers and in the 
& 
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centesimal proportion borne by those numbers to the numbers in 1861; and the cen- 
tesimal proportions of each denomination to the total pupulation in the respective years. 











; Increase or Decrease in Proportions to total 
Population. 1864. Population. 
Denomination. 
1861. 1864. Numerical. |Proportionate.| 1861. 1864, 
Charch of England - - - - 44,451 73,118 28,667 64°49 44°89 42°47 
Church of Scotland, Free Church of Scotland, and 
Presbyterians not more specifically described - 21,207 42,058 20,851 98°32 21°41 24°43 
Roman Catholic Church - - - 10,870 21,507 10,637 97°85 10°98 12°49 
Wesleyan Methodist Church - - - 7,670 12,506 4,836 63°05 7°75 7°26 
Congregational Independents ~ - - 2,070 | 3,689 1,619 78°21 2°09 2°14 
Baptists - : é 1,958 3,391 1,433 73°18 1°98 1°97 
Primitive Methodists - - - 724 1,340 616 85°08 0°73 0°78 
Lutheran Church - - - - 681 1,803 1,122 164°75 0°68 1°05 
Hebrews - - - - - 3256 955 629 192°94 0°32 0°56 
Society of Friends - - = - 70 128 58 82°85 0°07 0°08 
Protestants (no particular denomination specified) - 4,053 6,825 2,772 68°39 4°09 3°96 
Otherwise described - - - - 1,284 2,220 936 72°89 1°30 1°29 
Not described - - » - 3,657 2,618 decr. 1,039 | decr. 28°41 3°69 1°52 
Education. 
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The census results on this most important subject will be found, on the whole, Tables alt - 


gratifying and encouraging. It is matter of regret, indeed, that in the Provinces of 
Nelson and Canterbury the household forms were in many instances so imperfectly 
filled up with regard to education that in the former there were 1,288, or 10°81 per 
cent. of the population of the Province, and in the latter, 1,388, or 4°30 per cent. of the 
population, with regard to whom the required information was not entered in the 
schedules. But deducting these, with 50 in the Province of Auckland and 136 in the 
Province of Otago, making a total of 2,862 of the state of whose education no par- 
ticulars have been supplied, it appears that of the population of the Colony under 
15 years of age, 18,689, viz. 9,637 males and 9,052 females, and of the population 
of 15 and upwards, 104,399, viz. 71,420 males and 32,979 females, were able to read 
and write. Thus, including both sexes and all ages, there were 123,088 returned as 
having attained this degree of education. The proportions, centesimally worked out, 
are as follow :—Under 15 years,—cannot read, males, 53°18 per cent., females, 53°34 
per cent.; read only, males, 13°43 per cent., females, 13°88 per cent.; read and write, 
males, 33°39 per cent., females, 82°78 per cent. 15 years and upwards,—cannot read, 
males, 3°39 per cent., females, 3°85 per cent. ; read only, males, 2°69 per cent., females, 
6°48 per cent.; read and write, males, 93°92 per cent., females, 89°67 per cent. Both 
sexes and all ages,—cannot read, 20°13 per cent., read only, 7°17 per cent.; read and 
write, 72°70 per cent., being, in 1864 as compared with 1861, an increase of 4-03 per 
cent. on the proportion of the total population able to read and write, and 1861 showed 
an increase of 5°16 per cent. on the proportion shown by the census of 1858. 

The table referred to in the margin shows the numbers returned as attending scliool 
in each Province in December 1864, distinguishing the sexes, and also showing the 
numbers of males and females respectively under five years of age, and between five 
and 15. 

The subjoined summary presents a comparative view of the total numbers returned as 
attending school in December 1861 and December 1864 respectively. 


























a: At Day Schools. - At Sunday Schools. 
Private, or not 

; Supported by a At both Day and 

Provinces. : receiving At Sunday only. y 

Government Aid, Government Aid. Sunday. 
1861. 1864. 1861. 1864. 186). 1864, 1861. | 1864. 
Auckland ‘ : z -| 1,217 1,447 1,824 2,573 483 529 1,565 2,380 
Taranaki : 2 am : 39 126 260 468 115 149 249 428 
Wellington : : > ‘ 394 828 1,294 1,235 1,254 347 849 933 
Hawke's Bay - 3 = ‘ 50 51 57 134 26 48 33 108 
Nelson - - - - - 1,361 1,450 411 579 283 330 896 1,116 
Marlborough « - - - 53 99 50 185 9 11 81 75 
Canterbury —- 2 864 1,456 725 1,341 535 633 961 1,775 
Otago - - - - - 646 2,296 428 1,158 105 449 456 1,853 
Southland - - . - 26 150 42 449 21 145 38 290 

Totals ° - - 4,650 7,903 5,091 8,072 2,831 5,128 8,958 
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Within what may be considered the “school going” period, that is between the ages 
of 5 and 15 (this being the closest approach to that period afforded by the census returns), 
the numbers show 15,975 attending day schools in 1864, being a proportion of 50°28 per 
cent. on the total (of 31,737). Dividing these numbers according to the sexes, there 
was of the total of males within those ages (which was 16,276), a total of 8,360, or 51:36 
per cent.; and of the total of females within those ages (which was 15,461), a total 


of 7,615, or 49°25 per cent., attending day schools. On the whole population under 15 _ 


(amounting to 58,369) the proportion was 27°36 per cent. 

A comparison with 1861 is subject to the qualification that, in the census of that year, 
the classification of ages which must be adopted according to the census forms was 
6 to 16 (instead of 5 to 15, as in 1864). Within those ages in 1861 there were 
18,841 persons. The number returned as attending day schools was 9,741, being a 
proportion of 51°70 per cent. on that total. Of the total of males (9,689) a proportion 
of 52°08 per cent., and of the total females (9,152) a proportion of 51°30 per cent. were 
shown by the returns. 

I had occasion, however, to remark with regard to the censuses of both 1861 and 1858, 
that the figures were not assumed to be absolutely accurate, “the columns for school 
** attendance being those which in many instances were least satisfactorily filled up.” 
Although, by a further modification of the headings in the household forms, the risk of 
confusion between children attending ‘‘day schools, ‘‘ Sunday schools only,” and “ both 
day and Sunday schools” has been greatly lessened, still I apprehend that the complete 
correctness which is so desirable on this important subject cannot be claimed for the 
figures presented, however carefully they may have been compiled from the original 
entries. Notwithstanding any defectiveness in parts of the returns, however, they bring 
out clearly the facts that in 1864 there were 15,975 children attending day schools 
(public or private) in the Colony; and that (including those attending Sunday schools 
only and those attending both day and Sunday schools) there were 11,599 receiving 
Sunday school instruction. ‘The numbers of those receiving education at home cannot 
of course be brought into the returns; but the existence, extent, and value of home 
education in the Colony should never be forgotten in any comprehensive estimate of the 
means in operation for the intellectual and moral training of the rising generation in 
New Zealand. 


Land Fenced and under Crop, and Live Stock. 


Full particulars on these branches of the census information (for both the Provinces 
and the Electoral Districts), together with comparisons of 1864 with 1861 and 1858, will 
be found in the series of tables referred to in'the margin. It will be sufficient, therefore, 
in this place to exhibit the general results; carrying back the view, however, to 1851, 
so as to show the steady and rapid progress of the Colony in these elements of 
prosperity. 

The quantity of land fenced in 1851 was 30,470 acres; in 1858, 235,561 acres ; in 
1861, 409,763 acres; and in 1864, 1,072,383 acres. 

The quantity of land under crop in 1851 was 29,140 acres; in 1858, 141,007 acres ; 
in 1861, 226,621 acres; and in 1864, 382,655 acres. 

The aggregate vumbers of live stock of all kinds (excluding throughout poultry, 
which were not enumerated until 1861) were, in 1851, 299,115; in 1858, 1,728,093 ; 
in 1861, 3,038,557 ; and in 1864, 5,310,062. 

Taking the principal kinds of live stock separately, the numbers were the following :— 
horses, in 1851, 2,890; in 1858, 14,912; in 1861, 28,275; and in 1864, 49,409. Cattle 
in 1851, 34,787; in 1858, 137,204; in 1861, 193,285; and in 1864, 249,760. The 
increase in the numbers of sheep, however, is the most remarkable. ‘These were, in 
1851, 233,043; in 1858, 1,523,324; in 1861, 2,761,383 ; and in 1864, 4,937,273. 


Appendix. 


In a series of four tables are given the particulars, ascertained by the census, 
respecting the military settlers and colonial defence force which were referred to in a 
note to Table No. I. These portions of the population have been included (as was 
before stated) in all the tables relating to the provinces in which they were stationed 
on the census night, as well as in the totals of the Colony; but as this part of the census 
was separately taken, I have deemed it right to show in the Appendix, although in a 
somewhat condensed form, the details of the information so collected. 

The Appendix to Part I. is closed by the descriptions of the boundaries of the 
portions of the Colony included as “ Electoral Districts”? ina number of the preceding 
tables. The descriptions are a verbatim copy of the schedule to “ The Representation 
Act, 1860,” with the addition of the schedule to “The Representation Act, 1862,” 
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defining the boundaries of the districts of ‘ Dunedin and Suburbs North” and 
‘ Dunedin and Suburbs South” constituted by that Act. 

In connexion with the census of 1864 (as previously in 1858 and 1861), an attempt 
was made to obtain a variety of additional information relating to subjects on which 
Schedule B. of the Census Act authorizes inquiry to be made. But, as on former 
occasions, while from some places the returns appeared to be comparatively full and 
reliable, from others they were not such as to render it practicable to classify and 
arrange the whole in any adequately comprehensive and accurate shape, although no 
small amount of labour has been bestowed on them in this office. I would, however, 
repeat the expression of my hope that “ the information will ultimately be found of value, 
“ not only in itself, but as a guide to further inquiries which may issue in more satisfac- 
* tory results.” | 


‘PART IL—GENERAL STATISTICS. 


The first table in this part is a summary of the population, cultivation and crops, and 
live stock in the Colony in December 1864. The information is of course taken from 
the census returns, and is to be found in detail in Part I. of this volume. But I have 
thought it well to give a compendious view of certain principal results of the census in 
this place, as an appropriate Introduction to the tables which follow, and which, in con- 


sequence of the introduction of this as No. I., will be found (up to nearly the end of 


the volume), to have the same numbers as the tables relating to similar subjects in the 
statistics for each of the two last years, an agreement which may be found convenient 
for purposes of reference. 

The tables in this division of the volume having been constructed and arranged on the 
same plan as in previous years, it will not be necessary to extend this report by more 
than a statement of the principal totals, with a few occasional observations, the tables 
themselves including various summaries, and having notes appended wherever any 
explanation appeared to be called for. 

The immigration (over seas) to New Zealand in 1864 amounted to 20,931 persons, 
viz. males, 10,140 adults, and 2,742 children; and females, 5,578 adults, and 2,471 
children. 

The emigration (over seas) from the Colony during the year amounted to 12,404 
— viz. males, 10,455 adults, and 424 children; and females, 1,242 adults, and 383 
children. 

The net excess of immigration over emigration for the whole Colony was 8,527. 
Taking the Provinces separately, the gains from this source of population were, Auckland 
7,071; Canterbury, 2,963; Taranaki, 585; Wellington, 168; Nelson, 117; Hawke’s 
Bay, 45; Southland, 19; and Marlborough, 3. With respect to Otago, the balance 
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turned on the other side, the emigration from that Province in 1864 having exceeded the 


immigration by 3,044 souls. 
The following figures show the immigration and emigration of the year classified 
according to the countries from which the immigrants arrived and to which the emigrants 


went. 





IMMIGRATION. | EMIGRATION. 
go | Males. | Females. | Total. | oe | Males. | Females. | Total. 
United Kingdom - 6,187 4,455 10,642 United Kingdom - 418 168 586 
Australian Colonies - 5,913 3,016 8,929 Australian Colonies - 10,351 3,335 11,686 
Other British Ports - 657 558 1,215 Other British Ports - 12 2 14 
Foreign States - - 125 20 145 Foreign States - = - 98 20 118 





It thus appears that there was the following excess of immigration over emigration, 
viewed in relation to countries, United Kingdom, 10,086; other British ports, 1,201 ; 
Foreign states, 27 ; while, on the other hand, the emigration to the Australian Colonies 
exceeded the immigration from those colonies by 2,757. 

The arrivals and departures between the several ports of New Zealand are shown in 
the usual form. But the table, though correct as a compilation from the returns of the 
emigration officers, is inadequate as a guide to the actual migration between the different 
Provinces, not only because many passengers are believed to have gone on board after 
vessels had cleared at the customs, or to have been taken up at various points on the coast 
where there are no emigration officers (facts by which the excess of arrivals over 
departures is accounted for), but also because it necessarily fails to show in any way the 
extent of overland migration. ™ 
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In 1864 the total number of births registered in New Zealand was 6,501, viz. 3,334 
inales and 3,167 females, being an increase of 1,386, viz. 693 males and 693 females, over 
the number in 1863. 

The total number of deaths registered in 1864 was 2,921, viz. 1,758 males and 1,163 
females, being 938, viz. 540 males and 398 females, more than in 1863. Of the deaths 
in 1864, 781, viz. 448 males and 333 females, were under one year of age ; 279, viz. 148 
males and 131 females, between one and two years; and 377, viz. 181 males and 196 
females, between two and five; making a total of 1,437 (777 males and 660 females), or 
49°19 per cent. of the whole, under five years. The general total of deaths includes 218 
(viz. 195 males and 23 females) which were occasioned, not by disease, but by drowning 
and other external causes. 

The excess of births over deaths in 1864 was 3,580, viz. 1,576 males and 2,004 
females. ‘lhe total excess of registered births over registered deaths in the 10 years 
of which a summary is given in Table V. was 21,402, viz. 10,045 males and 11,357 
females. 

The number of marriages solemnized in the Colony in 1864 was 1,878, being an 
increase of 393 as compared with 1863. The tables show the respective numbers of 
marriages in the several Provinces during each year since ‘* The Marriage Act, 1854,” 
came into operation, and the numbers solemnized in each year by officiating ministers of 
the different religious bodies and by district registrars. 

Six tables are occupied by shipping. ‘The first two show the numbers, tonnage, and 
crews of vessels entered inwards and cleared outwards at the several ports of New 
Zealand during the year, exhibiting a total inwards of 1,117 vessels of 426,004 tonnage, 
and a total outwards of 1,089 vessels of 433,253 tonnage. The number of vessels 
inwards was 37 less, but the tonnage was 6,069 more than in 1863. Outwards the 
vessels numbered 5 less, but the tonnage was 38,588 more than in 1863. 

The next two tables show the particulars of vessels, tonnage, and crews classified 
according to the “countries whence arrived ” and ‘countries for which cleared ;” and the 
following two show the “ nationality” of the vessels inwards and outwards. From the 
former it appears that, of the total of vessels inwards, 148, of 102,679 tonnage, arrived 
from the United Kingdom; 870 vessels, of 295,640 tonnage, from the Australian 
Colonies and other British Possessions ; and 99, of 27,685 tonnage, from foreign countries 
(including the southern whale fishery). From the latter it appears that of this total, 
311 vessels, of 187,749 tonnage, were British; 679, of 179,305 tornage, Colonial ; 86, of 
43,165 tonnage, American; 8, of 2,669 tonnage, French ; 7, of 4,271 tonnage, Dutch ; 
8, of 2,475 tonnage, German; 5, of 1,619 tonnage, Chilian; 2, of 1,035 tonnage, 
Norwegian, the remainder being made up of Hanoverian, Hamburg, Bremen, Danish, 
Swedish, and Tahitian vessels, as specified in the table. 

Tables showing the numbers of registered vessels belonging to ports of New Zealand 
(though placed in another part of the volume) may be conveniently noticed here. The 
total number, in December 1864, was 423 vessels, of 22,573 tonnage, against 343 vessels, 
of 15,189 tonnage, in December 1863. Of the total, 267 oo. of 11,623 tounage, 
belonged to the port of Auckland. 

The total value of the imports of the Colony in 1864 amounted to 7,000,655/. against 
7,024,674/. in 1863, showing a decrease of 24,019/. or 0°34 per cent. In connexion with 
this small decrease, however, it is to be remembered that the amonnt of imports in 1863 
was 2,398,592/., or 51°84 per cent., above that of the imports in 1862; and that the 
amount for 1862 showed an increase of 2,132,271/., or 85°50 per cent., over 1861. Con- 
siderable variations will be found in the comparative figures for the several Provinces for 
1863 and 1864, as will appear from the following statement of the increase or decrease 
in each Province in the latter year :-— 


£ Per cent. £ Per cent. 
Increase, 1,260,992, or 129°95 Marlborough Increase, 4,144, or 18-97 


Auckland 
Increase, 70,416, ,, 143°61 Canterbury - Decrease, 16,449, ,, 1°82 


Taranaki 


Wellington - Decrease, 20,631, ,, 4°94 Otago - Decrease, 964,459, ,, 28°16 


Hawke’s Bay Increase, 47,432, ,, 93°52 Southland Decrease, 360,969, ,, 41°64 


Nelson - Decrease, 44,904, ,, 13°83 
The total value of exports from New Zealand in 1864 amounted to 3,401,667. against 
3,485,405/. in 1863, being a decrease of 83,738/., or 2°40 per cent. Here again a com- 
arison of 1863 with 1862 and 1861 may appropriately be introduced. ‘The increase 
in the total value of exports in 1863 was 1,062,671/., or 43°86 per cent. as compared 
with 1862; and the amount in 1862 was 1,052,487/., or 76°81 in advance of 1861. 
Referring more particularly to the two great articles of export, gold and wool, it 
appears that there was a decrease in the total value of gold exported in 1864, as compared 
with 1863, amounting to 573,876/., or 23°59 per cent.; the totals in the respective years 
having been, in 1864, 1,857,8472., and in 1863, 2,431,723/, Of the total value of gold 
exported in 1864, the following were the amounts of the produce of the gold fields in the 
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respective provinces :—Auckland, 10,552/.; Nelson, 55,841/.; Marlborough, 96,2411. ; 
Canterbury, 5,670/.; Otago, 1,689,543. | 

The value of wool exported from the Colony in 1864 was 1,070,997/., against 
830,495/. in 1863, being an increase of 240,502/., or 28°95 per cent. The increase in 
1863 was 156,269/., or 23°17 per cent. as compared with 1862. | 

Tables XVIII. and XIX. show the details of imports and exports at the several 
ports of the Colony in 1864, and the nine following tables contain comparative sum- 
maries presenting compendiously the totals of the principal articles of export in 
1864 as compared with previous years. Separate tables of this description are 
appropriated to gold, grain, Kauri gum, oil, potatoes, timber, and wool, distinguishing 
the exports from the several Provinces. Two preceding tables (XVI., XVII.), give 
this information in a still more condensed form, showing the total value of imports and 
exports for the successive years from 1853 to 1864 inclusive. 

In 1864 the customs revenue amounted to 592,316, against 592,050/. in 1863, 
being an increase of 296/. The advance in 1863, however, was 192,614/., or 48°22 
per cent., which was an advance over 1861 of 138,5731., or 53°12 per cent. 

The total ordinary revenue in 1864 amounted to 815,676/., being an increase of 
73,172/., or 9°85 per cent., as compared with 1863. In 1863 there was an increase, as 
compared with 1862, of 234,172/., or 46°06 per cent. 

The total territorial revenue in 1864 was 714,7701, being an increase of 
190,366/., or 36°30 per cent., as compared with 1863. In 1863, this branch of revenue 
exhibited a decrease of 82,426/., or 13°58 per cent., as compared with 1862; but the 
territorial revenue of 1862 showed an increase of 259,476/., or 74°70 per cent., as com- 
pared with 1861. ) 
- The total of the revenue, both ordinary and territorial, amounted in 1864 to 
1,530,446/., being an increase, as compared with 1863, of 263,538/., or 20°80 per cent. 
The total in 1863 showed an increase, as compared with 1862, of 151,746l., or 13°60 
per cent. The total in 1862 showed an increase, as compared with 1861, of 443,662/., or 
66°07 per cent. 

The following table presents a comparative view of the revenue, ordinary and 
territorial, of the several Provinces in 1863 and 1864, marking the centesimal increase 
or decrease for each Province in the latter year. 






Ordinary Revenue. Territorial Revenue. Total Ordinary and Territorial. 




















Provinces. 4 6 3 3 

: 1863, | 1864. 1s63, | 1864. | “S88 | 1863. | 1864. | ° 3 

a8 3 3) 

o.4A oe 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 

Auckland = - - - | 120,122 | 184,920 | 53°94} 7,630] 14,566 | 90°90 | 127,752 | 199,486 | 56°15 

Taranaki - - -| 14,774 | 26,436] 78°93 30, — ae 14,804 | 26,436 | 78°57 

Wellington - - -| 58,714 | 76,429| 30°17] 25,153 | 44,945 | 78°68 | 83,867 | 121,374 | 44°72 

Hawke’s Bay - - -| 13,219] 18345 | 38-77] 15,223! 20,420| 34°13 | 28,442 | 38,765 | 36°29 

Nelson - - -| 36,842 | 37,683 2°28 | 26,170 | 26,661 1°87 | 63,012 | 64,844 | 2°11 

Marlborough - . -| 4,954] 10,879 | 119°60| 44,791 ; 39,487 ‘decr.11°84 | 49,745 | 50,366 | 1°24 

Canterbury - - -| 97,466 | 114,092 | 17-05 | 905,164 | 251,281 | 22-47 | 302,630 | 365,373 | 20-73 

Otago - - - | 819,805 | 284,617 ldecr.11-00 | 149,989 | 247,922 | 65°29 | 469,794 | 532,539 | 13°35 

Southland — - - -| 76,463 | 62,098 |decr.18-78 | 50,254 | 69,488 | 38°27 | 126,717 | 131,586 | 3°84 
Chatham and Stewart’s Islands 
in 1863, and Chatham Is- 

lands only in 1864 - - 145 177 | 22:06 | — | — — 145 177 | 22°06 

742,504 | 815,676 9°85 524,404 | 714,770, 36°30 |1,266,908 |1,530,466 | 20-80 


The income and expenditure are shown in three tables. The first exhibits, on 
opposite pages, the income and expenditure in their different branches as relating to 
the Colonial Treasury and to the Provincial Treasuries (taken collectively). ‘The two 
succeeding tables show the income and expenditure of the several Provinces (taken 
separately ). 

A table follows which shows in detail the receipts and disbursements of the receivers 
of land revenue in the several Provinces. 

The funded debt of the General and Provincial Governments on the 31st December 
1864 is shown in a table which specifies the authority under which each liability 
was incurred, the amount authorized to be borrowed, the amount of debentures in 
circulation, the rates of interest, the rates of sinking funds, when the debentures 
are redeemable, the amounts of sinking fund accrued, and what amounts are 
invested and in what manner. It will of course be understood that the information 
comes down only to the date stated in the heading of the table, viz. December 31st, 


1864. On that date the total amount authorized to to be borrowed by the General and 
14420, P 
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Provincial Governments was 6,329,000/. The total amount of debentures in -cir- 
culation was 2,219,450/. The total amount of sinking funds accrued was 89,7241. 19s. 3d. 

The joint stock companies incorporated under the Acts of the General Assembly of 
1860 and 1862 are enumerated (with the addition of various particulars relating to them 
respectively) in Table No. XXXVIII. The total number of companies established 
to the end of 1864 was 45, of which one was incorporated in 1861, 13 in 1862, 
19 in 1863; and 12 in 1864. 

Three tables are occupied by information respecting the land sales in the Colony 
from April lst, 1856 (the earliest date to which it could be carried back with accuracy ). 
The first of these shows the waste lands sold or otherwise disposed of in the several 
Provinces during the year 1864; the second contains a summary of the totals for each 
Province during the entire period from April 1856 to December 1864; the third, by 
a classification relating to time rather than to locality, shows the totals for the whole 
Colony during each year of the period included. 

The average prices of provisions and live stock in the several Provinces in the 
year 1864 are shown on the same plan as in previous years. 

Seven tables are devoted to information connected with the post office in 1864. 
They show the numbers of letters and newspapers respectively received at and des- 
patched from the several chief post offices in the Colony, and separately the numbers 
of letters despatched to places out of the Colony, specifying the offices from which 
they were despatched and the places of their destination. The postal revenue in the 
several Provinces for the years 1858 to 1864 inclusive is detailed in a comparative table 
It will be seen that the total amount in 1864 was 39,198/. 19s. 10d., being an increase 
of 6,869/7. 17s. lld., or 21°24 per cent. on the revenue in 1863. The amount in 
1863 showed an advance of 9,618/. 7s. 8d., or 42°35 per cent. on 1862; and that for 
1862 showed an advance of 8,602/. 6s. 3d., or 60°97 per.cent. on 1861. 

The total number of money orders issued in New Zealand in 1864 was 16,591 
against 11,586 in 1863. Thetotal amount of these orders in 1864 was 78,556/. 19s. 6d., 
against 55,703/. ls. 5d. in 1863. ‘The total number of money orders paid in New 
Zealand in 1864 was 5,619, against 3,040 in 1863. The total amount of these orders 
in 1864 was 26,467/. 13s. 8d., against 14,070/. 18s. 9d. in 1863. 

In a series of ten tables the legal and criminal statistics of the Colony for 1864 
are shown, including the criminal and the civil cases brought before the Supreme Court 
and the resident magistrates’ courts respectively, distinguishing in the latter class the 
cases, whether criminal or civil,in which Europeans or Maories, or both, were concerned. 
In Table No. LIV. will be found a comparative summary showing the number of con- 
victions for each of the most frequent offences in the resident magistrates’ courts in 
each year from 1853 to 1864 inclusive. ‘The last table of tlis series shows the numbers 
committed to gaol during 1864, specifying the sexes, the causes of imprisonment, the 
native countries, the classes, and the degree of education of the prisoners. The 
total number committed was 4,144, viz. 3,691 males and 453 females. 

With respect to savings banks, Table No. LX. shows the number of those valuable 
institutions in operation in New Zealand during the year 1864, specifying the dates at 
which they were respectively established, the number of depositors, the total amounts 
to the credit of such depositors on the 3lst of December 1864, and the amounts 
deposited and withdrawn during the year. The total number of persons having deposits 
in these banks in December 1864 was 4,669, against 2,371 in December 1863, and 
1,496 in December 1862. The total amount to the credit of such depositors, in 
December 1864, was 94,248/. 6s. 8d., against 44,117/. 3s. 3d. in December 1863, and 
29,7681. 10s. 5d. in December 1862. 

Appendix. 

The Appendix to Part II. is wholly devoted to meteorological tables, commencing 
with a comparative table of the climate in 1864 at a number of the principal places in 
New Zealand; after which, in a series of eight tables, are given meteorological 
observations in that year at Mongonui, Auckland, Taranaki, Napier, Wellington, Nelson, 
Christchurch, and Dunedin. ‘The anticipation which I expressed in my report on the 
statistics of 1863—(that “the meteorological returns for 1864 would be found more 
“ complete and satisfactory ”)—has thus been realized to a gratifying extent, these tables 
containing fuller information on this interesting subject than was available for 1863 or 


any previous year. Tiavees 
9 e 


(Signed) JOHN B. BENNETT, Registrar-General. 
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CEYLON. 


No. 23. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Hercuizs Rosrnson to the Right 
Honourable Epwarp CarpwELL, M.P. 


(No. 134.) Queen’s House, Colombo, Ceylon, 
Sir, September 16, 1865. 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book of Ceylon for the year 1864. 

2. As I was not in the Island during any portion of the past year, having arrived here 
only in March last, I shall confine my remarks on this occasion to a brief summary of 
the principal returns now submitted, which appear to me, on the whole, to show satisfac- 
tory results. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The revenue for the year was 867,728/. 3s. 2d., which shows a decrease of 85,0622. 
3s. 5d. as compared with the revenue of 1863, which amounted to 952,790/. 6s. 7d. 
This is mainly attributable to the fact that there was no pearl fishery at Aripo in 1864, 
a sum of 51,017/. 17s. 5d. having been realized from this source in the previous year. 
Under the head Customs also there is a decrease of 5,186/. 11s. 6d. on imports, and of 
6,884. 5s. 3d. on exports. The decrease in the former item is ascribed to a falling off 
in the importation of grain, in consequence of the scarcity and high price of that article 
in India; the decrease in the exports arose from a diminution in the quantity of coffee 
exported. Under the head Land Revenue there is a decrease to the extent of no less 
than 29,504/. 18s. 7d., caused chiefly by the failure of paddy crops throughout the Island 
in consequence of excessive drought. There is an increase of 2,754/. 7s. 8d. under the 
head Toll Rents, arising from increased traffic, and of 5,671. on account of the arrack 
rents owing to the higher prices realized for the rents. The increase under the head 
Stamps, amounting to 7,530/., was derived chiefly from stamps sold under the provisions 
of the Land Registration Ordinance. 

4. Although, however, the revenue of last year was, for the reasons explained, below 
that of 1863, it was largely in excess of all previous years, and is more than double that of 
1854, as will be seen from the following statement :— 


Year, Revenue. 
1854 - - 408,041 
1855 : - 476,273 
1856 : - 504,174 
1857 - - 578,028 
1858 : - 654,961 
1859 - - 747,037 
1860 . - 767,100 
1861 - - 751,997 
1862 ; - 759,135 
1863 - - 952,790 
1864 - - 867,728 


5. The total ordinary expenditure of the year amounted to 843,291/. 13s. 7d. The 
excess of revenue over expenditure was therefore 24,436/. 9s. 7d. In addition to the 
above amount of 843,291/. 13s. 7d., the sum of 250,000/. was expended under the Surplus 
Fund Ordinance towards the construction of the railway between Colombo and 
Kandy. 

6. The total ordinary expenditure of last year may be classed as follows :— 





Military - - - 137,743 
Public works - - - 202,786 
Other services - - - 502,762 

£843,291 


The military charges given above are, however, exclusive of commissariat establishment 
the military share of which may fairly be estimated at 3,500/, 
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7. The public works expenditure given includes the cost of the establishment, which 
amounts to 23,8342. 

8. As compared with the expenditure of the preceding year, that of 1864 shows an 
increase of 105,097/. 6s. 8d. ‘The following are the principal items of increase :—Estab- 
lishments, 21,445/. 5s. 8d., caused chiefly by the salaries for December 1864 having been 
paid in the same month, in pursuance of the arrangement sanctioned by Her Majesty’s 
Government that the salaries of public officers should be paid at the end of each month 
instead of the commencement of the following month, so that the salaries of 13 months 
were brought to account in 1864. Under the heads Public Works and Roads, Streets, and 
Bridges the increases amount to 7,059/. 18s. Od. and 37,132/. 12s. 9d. respectively. The 
increased expenditure under these heads necessarily caused an increase under the colonial 
commissariat to the extent of 10,189/. 2s. 4d.; and the sum of 30,000/. appears as an 
increase under the head Contribution towards military expenditure. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


9. The Auditor General’s return of assets and liabilities shows that on the Ist January 
1865 the total amount of assets at that date was 401,499/. 7s. O9d., and the amount of 
liabilities 131,258/. 13s. 4d., leaving an apparent balance in favour of the Ceylon Govern- 
ment of 270,240/. 14s. 5d. ‘This amount is however lable to a further charge of 
46,285/. 5s. 5d. on account of works and services chargeable on balances, which reduces 
the actual excess of assets over liabilities at the commencement of the present year to 
223,955/. 9s. Amongst the assets also appears a sum of 76,779/. on account of revenue 
debts outstanding, of which 37,513/. is considered irrecoverable, and will have to be 
struck off the returns on authority being obtained from [er Majesty’s Government, 
and 4,282/. is awaiting the decision of courts of law. 

10. In the return which the Auditor General prepared of the net available surplus on 
Ist January last, and which accompanied my Despatch No. 49, of the 4th June last, the 
whole of the outstanding revenue at the close of last year, viz., 76,779/., was omitted, as 
were also certain balances due by. and to the Colonial Government, which appear in the 
accompanying statement of assets and liabilities, and which show a balance in favour of the 
Colony of about 19,8007. The exclusion of these items left a net unappropriated balance 
on the Ist January last of over 127,000/. available for public purposes, as shown by the 
Auditor-General in the return above referred to; but it has since been ascertained, as 
reported in my Despatch No. 130, of the 14th inst., that the real net unappropriated 
balance on the Ist January last exceeded this sum by 27,000/. 

11. In the foregoing statement of assets and liabilities no account is taken of liabilities 
to the extent of 576,812/. incurred on account of Ceylon Government debentures sold 
in England for railway purposes, because special funds have been appropriated to meet 
these liabilities by Ordinance No. 7 of 1864. 

12. The balance in hand on railway account in Ceylon and in England on the 3lst 
December 1864 was 242,926/. 10s. 5d. | | 


Military Expenditure. 


13. The total expense incurred in Ceylon last year on account of the military defence 
of the Colony was 195,693/., which was borne by the mother country and the Colony in 
the following proportions :— | 





£ 
Great Britain - - - - 57,950 
Ceylon - - - - - 137,743 
195,693 


Imports and Exports. 


14, The customs returns show that there was an increase of 165,078). 8s. 2d. in the 
value of goods imported in 1864, as compared with 1863, and a decrease of 517,5371. 7s. 3d. 
in the exports, the value being :— 


Imports. 


1863 : : - £3,590,832 18 9 
1864 : : - 3,755,911 6 11 
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Exports. 


1863 : : - £3,179,184 11 9 
1864 ; : - 2,661,647 4 6 


15. These figures do not include the specie imported and exported. Adding these 
the totai value of the imports and exports of 1864, as compared with those of the 
preceding year, stands thus :— 


Imports. 

1863 - - - £5,433,806 10 7 
1864 : : - 5,526,964 3 4 
Exports. 

1863 - - - £3,587,234 6 5 
1864 : : - 3,112,268 15 6 

16. Of imports, the principal items of increase are :— 
Cotton goods from Great Britain - £436,972 
Ditto, twist - - - - 36,472 
Malt liquors, wines, and spirits - 36,235 
Coal and coke - - - 16,674 
Railway materials — - - - 42,315 


17. Guano to the value of 40,928/. was imported from Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, and 
Peru, from which countries there had been no imports during the several previous years. 


18. There was a decrease in rice, paddy, and other grain imported of 620,111 bushels, 
the quantity imported in 1864 being 4,810,506 bushels, against 5,430,617 bushels in 
1863. The collector of customs states that this decrease is owing to the cyclone which 
took place at Calcutta in October last, on which occasion many cargoes destined for this 
Island were lost. 


19. The decrease in the value of exports is attributable chiefly to a falling off in the 
quantity of coffee exported in 1864, which was 671,164 cwts., whilst in 1863 it was 
828,587 cwts., showing a decrease of 157,423 cwts. In cocoa-nut oil and cinnamon 
there was a slight increase in 1864, the quantities exported being as follows :— 


Cocoa-nut Oil. 


Gallons. 
1863 - : : : - 1,878,585 
1864 - : . : - 2,249,402 
Cinnamon. 
lbs. 
1863 - : : : - 734,038 
1864 - - - - - 776,675 


20. The revenue derived from imports and exports in 1864 was 271,258l. 19s. 9d., 
showing a decrease of 8,848/. 14s. 3d. as compared with that of the preceding year, 
which amounted to 280,107/. 14s. Adding to the above sum the port dues, warehouse 
rent, and forfeitures, viz., 9,133/. 8s. 10d., the total customs revenue for 1864 amounted 
to 280,392/. 8s. 7d. 


21. I append to this Despatch a return of exports of coffee, cinnamon, cocoa-nut oil, 
and coir, for the last 10 years; return of the total value of imports and exports 
(including specie and bullion) in the years 1862, 1863, and 1864; and a statement of 
the number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in the same years. 


22. With reference to the return of the value of imports and exports, however, I 
think it well to explain the system of valuation adopted here, as otherwise the return is 
likely to cause misconception. The imports for last year are given at their value on 
their arrival in this market ; the exports for the same period at the supposed cost of their 

roduction before shipment. The consequence is, that the former appear to exceed the 
latter in value by upwards of a million sterling, as follows :— 
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1864. £ 
Imports, exclusive of specie - - - - 3,755,911 
Deduct imports exported - - - - 410,701 
Total goods imported and retained in Colony - 3,345,210 
Exports, exclusive of specie . - - - 2,661,647 
Deduct imports exported - - - - 410,701 
Total Island produce exported - - - 2,250,946 


23. But if the imports had thus exceeded in value the exports, the balance of trade 
against the Colony would have had to be adjusted by the transmission from the Island of 
specie, and the foreign exchanges under such circumstances would necessarily have been 
at a premium, because the demand for bills would have exceeded the supply. The 
reverse, however, was really the case. Specie was imported largely during 1864, and 
exchange on London (six months’ sight) varied from 5 to 8 per cent. discount. The 
return of specie imported during last year shows the following result :— 


£ 
Specie imported - - ~ - 1,771,052 
»» exported” - - - - - 450,621 
Specie imported and retained in Colony _ - - 1,320,431 


24. The total value of goods and specie imported and retained in the Colony during 
1864 stands therefore at 4,665,641/., and as the imports in a colony such as Ceylon, 
whether goods or specie, are merely the returns received by the Colony in exchange for 
its exports, excepting, of course, such portion of the imports as may represent capital 
introduced and sunk in the opening of new estates, it follows, I think, that the amount 
realized for the exports in the markets to which they were cousigned may fairly be 
estimated at not less than 4,500,000/., making the total real value of the imports and 
exports of last year upwards of nine millions sterling. 


Public Works. 


25. I forward the following documents * required by Her Majesty’s Government, in 
additien to the return of public works included among the Blue Book returns :— 


Estimated expenditure out of surplus funds for 1865. 

Analytical statement of progress of public works borne on the budget of 1865. 

Progress of expenditure on Surplus Fund Ordinances from 1857 to 1864, and 
the estimated expenditure for 1865. 

Profit and loss on works undertaken as remunerative from ditto to ditto, ditto. 


26. I enclose also copy of a report by the Civil Engineer and Commissioner of Roads 
on the state of the Public Works Department, and a report on the progress and 
expenditure on roads and receipts from tolls for the year 1864. 

27. From the abstract. attached to the Blue Book return, it will be seen that the 
total expenditure on public works during the past year amounted to 220,019/. 6s. 63d., 
VIZ. -— 


Government money - - - - - £173,474 7 8 
Commutation money paid in assessment for labour 

under the Road Ordinance and private contribution 23,020 15 1 
Cost of establishment - - - - 23,524 3 94 


£220,019 6 63 


28. There is a slight discrepancy between these figures and those referred to before 
under the head of Revenue and Expenditure, as no notice is taken in the return of public 
works of surcharges, payments made by the Crown agents, and other items of which the 
civil engineer has no cognizance. 

29. As compared with 1863 the expenditure of 1864 shows an excess of 
42,3811. 4s. 0#d., that for 1863 being only 177,638/. 2s. 6d. 

30. The amount expended in opening new roads was 22,223/. 12s, 2d., viz., 
17,9621. 14s. 84d. Government money, and 4,260/. 17s. 54d. private contributions. The 
following are some of the principal roads —o of construction last year :— 

4 
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Western Province. 


| £ 8. d. 
Road from Palmadulla to Balangodde and to Haldoomulle - 7,396 9 10 
Road from Marandahn to Korteboon - - - - 1,170 19 9 
Road from Government Factory to railway station Marandahn- 950 0 0 
Road from Warkapolle to the railway station at Keenadenia - 991 11 24 
Central Province. 
Road from Dimboola Gap towards Nana Oya :— 
Private contribution - - - £2,003 2 5 
Government money~ - - - 2,240 15 2 
——————— 4,243 17. 74 
Road from Rajawella Gap to Meddema Newera - - 21 9 8 
Road from present cutting to Zig Zag or Ambelam~ - - 1,016 12 4 
Road from end of present cutting to Dimboola Gap_ - - 39 12 7 
Road from foot of Zig Zag to Kershaw’s Bridge :-— 
Private contribution - - - £2,257 15 0 
Government money~= = - - - 2,111 12 2% 
————-—— 4,369 7 23 
Road from Pangwelle to Dotelle Estate - - - 1,909 4 11 


31. The amount expended on the repair and up-keep of roads, streets, and canals was 
127,593. 7s. 63d., viz. :— 
Government money~= ss -. - - £108,856 9 11 
Road Ordinance funds - . - 18,736 17 73 
The cost of the repair of the road from Colombo to Galle, Matura, Tangalle, and 
Hambantotte was 8,113. Os. 53d., the receipts from tolls being 7,489/. ‘lhe expenditure 
on the road from Colombo to Kandy was 37,7171. 12s. 14d. The receipts from tolls on 
this road amounted to 37,0704. 
32, The sum expended for new bridges was 6,995/. 5s. 64d. Sixteen new bridges 
were undertaken last year, of which six were completed. The following are the 
principal ones :— 


Western Province. 


£ s. d. 
An iron lattice bridge at Gettehette, on the Ratnapoora road 1,158 12 9¥ 


Southern Province. 


Five timber bridges 20 ft. span each in the Tangalle embank- 
ment - - - - - - 320 0 0 
An iron bridge, 50 ft., at Sinnemodere_ - - - 57010 O 


Central Province. 


An iron 100-ft. lattice bridge over the Nalanda Oya - - 218 2 10% 
An iron 100-ft. lattice bridge over the Ratotte Oya on the 

road to Opalgalle_ - - - - - 2,225 2 64 
An iron 120-ft. do. over the Mahatetelle River on the Nuwera 

Ellia and Badulla road - - - - - 875 19 5 
An iron 80-ft. iron lattice bridge over the Dambool Oya - 1,474 18 104 


33. On the repair of bridges an expenditure of 3,854/. 2s. 10d. was incurred. 


' 34, The expenditure on new buildings amounted to 8,9771. Os. 4d. The following 
were the most important of the buildings in progress last year :— | 


Western Province. 


Extending the customs accommodation in front of Leyden £ 5s. dz. 
Bastion - - - - - - - 1,634 14 743 
Singhalese Church, Colombo -  — - - - - 29713 7 


Industrial School buildings — - - - - - 200 0 0 
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Southern Province. £ sd, Certo, 
New gaol at Galle’ - - - - . - 2,200 0 O 
Grain shed at do. - - - - - - 700 0 O 
Northern Province. 
Building to be used as a cutcherry office at Annoorajapoora - 356 4 7 
Buildings required for the service of the Public Works Depart- 
ment - - - - - . - 55516 93 
Additional accommodation to the Jaffna cutcherry _ - - 366 7 8} 
Central Province. 
Hospital for sick immigrant coolies at Dambool - - 471 12 14 
Extension of the Pauper Hospital at Matelle - - - 250 0 O 
Residence for the police magistrate at Pangwille - - 374 4 0 
Court-house at Dambool - - - - - 311 5 st 
Gaol at Dambool ~~ - - - - - - 23011 3) 


35. The amount expended on the repair of existing buildings was 5,524/. 14s. 24d., 
and on drainage, construction, and repair of ferry boats and general service, 
3,6027. 11s. 10d. 

36. On miscellaneous services, including the purchase of tools, the working of the 
factory, Colombo, the purchase of draught cattle, subsistence of sick and newly-caught 
elephants, the importation of pioneers and labourers from the continent of India, there 
was an expenditure of 17,7010. 8s. 34d. | 

37. The above items are exclusive of the expenditure on military works, which 
amounted to 14,159/. 16s. 84d. 


Government Houses at Colombo, Galle, and Kandy. 


38. I enclose the report* of the Civil Engineer on the state of these buildings. It will * Not printed. 
be seen that the Queen’s House at Colombo and the Pavilion at Kandy require certain 
repairs. I have sanctioned estimates for such of the repairs as are urgent, to be charged 
against the general vote allowed for the repairs of Government buildings. The Queen’s 
house at Galle is reported to be in a good state of repair. From the enclosed report f of + Not printed. 
the Deputy Commissary General it will be seen that the furniture of the Queen’s House 
at Colombo and the Pavilion at Kandy has been maintained in serviceable order. 


Surveying Department. 


39. The progress made in the Surveyor General’s Department is satisfactory, as will 
be seen from the enclosed report furnished by the gentleman who lately held that office. 
Colonel Sim states that the “ work in 1864 surpasses every other year’s returns in every 
‘“‘ respect; a greater number of acres have been disposed of, a larger amount received, 
and more title plans issued for deeds than in any year since 1844, when the price per 
“ acre was raised to 1/.;” that ‘£3,542 lots, covering 34,122 acres, have produced the 
* sum of 76,5671., of which 6,381/. are due to fees.” 

40. The total extent of Crown lands sold in 1864 was 30,294 acres, which realized 
gp 16/., whilst in 1863 the extent sold was 28,003 acres, and the amount realized 

1,4071. 

41. Inthe Western Province the receipts have exceeded those of the Central Province, 
viz., 34,7942. from the former against 33,334/. from the latter. This, it 1s explained by 
the Surveyor General, arose from the circumstance of the valley of Deck Oya having 
lately been declared within the limits of the Western Province, and from the fact of land 
having been purchased in the Saffragam District for the purposes of coffee cultivation. 
The extent of land sold.in this province was 13,733 acres, which realized 29,939/. against 
4,288 acres in 1863, which were sold for 9,2701. 

42. In the Central Province the extent disposed of in 1864 was less than in 1863, 
V1Z. :— | 

1864, 13,469 acres sold for = - - - - £30,138 
1863, 19,409 , : : : : - 40,378 


43. In the Southern Province, too, there has been a falling off as compared with the 
sales of 1863; 926 acres were sold for 3,006/. in 1864, whilst in 1863 the extent sold 


was 1,217 acres, and the amount realized, 7,319/. 
14420. 
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44, The results of the sales of Crown lands in the other provinces are as follows :— 


Eastern Province, 1,007 acres sold for - - - - £1,460 
North-western Province, 986 acres sold for - : - 1,496 
Northern Province, 173 acres sold for - - - - 277 


45. In addition to the Crown lands sold, 3,828 acres were alienated as encroachments 
sola or given at a valuation, free grants or settlements for certificates against the Crown, 
and the amount realized therefrom was 4,470. 

46. Besides the surveys of lands for sales, the Surveyor General’s Department was 
employed in surveys of Temple lands, lands required for the railway, road tracings, and 
old grants, the details of which will be found in the interesting report of the Surveyor 
General. 

47. In the concluding paragraph of his report, the Surveyor General adverts to a letter 
addressed by him to the Government on the subject of the health of the officers of his 
Department, and in which he recommended that officers on the provisional list should 
be allowed leave of absence to proceed to England. This letter was forwarded to you 
with Major-General O’Brien’s Despatch No. 237, of the 29th October last, in which he 
submitted the Surveyor-General’s recommendation for your favourable consideration. 


Electric Telegraph. 


48. Tenclose the report * of the officiating Superintendent of Telegraphs on the 
working of the lines during 1864. 
49. Of the new line from Trincomalie to Kandy, sanctioned by Her Majesty’s 


- Government, the portion as far as Dambool, 69 miles from Trincomalie, has been com- 


pleted. This line was opened in November last, the communication with Kandy being 
maintained by means of an office of observation established at Dambool, through which 
station the line from Kandy to Manaar passes. Forty-five miles have yet to be con- 
structed to connect the Trincomalie line direct with Kandy. This portion of the work 
is now in progress, and will, it is expected, be completed in the course of this year. 

50. The additional line between Colombo and Galle has been completed, so that 
there are now two lines of communication between these stations. It is to be regretted 
that the wire sent out for this line has been found to be of so inferior a description as it is 
represented to be by the Superintendent of Telegraphs. 

51. The existing lines from Colombo to Galle and to Kandy, and from Kandy to 
Dambool and Tallamanaar, have been repaired during the year, and strengthened by 
replacing the old and decayed posts with new ones. 

52. It has been decided to transfer to the line of railway, on its completion, the tele- 
graph wires of the present line on the road between Colombo and Kandy, the wires to 
be placed on iron posts (Hamilton’s supports) instead of the wooden posts now used in 
Ceylon. The details of this proposal were submitted to you in my Despatch No. 45, of 
the 31st May last. | 

53. The general results given by the officiating superintendent of the working of the 
Department are satisfactory. The total number of messages despatched and received 
during the year was 24,433, exceeding that of 1863 (22,469) by 1,964. The total value 
of messages transmitted through the Ceylon lines was 10,840/. 14s. 11$d., of which a 
sum of 2,760/. 7s. 02d. was due to the Indian Government, and, deducting the value of 
public news messages and messages sent free by order, the net receipts for the year 
amounted to 7,595/. 14s. 91d., which is slightly in excess of the receipts of 1863, viz., 
7,471. 4s. 51d. The total expenditure of the Department during the year amounted 
to 7,197/. 9s. 113d., which includes a sum of 188/. Os. 104d. expended on the repairs of the 
lines, and 1,892/. 13s. O}d. on the construction of new lines, leaving 5,116/. 16s. O4d. as 
the actual working expenses of the Department. The profit to Government on the 
operations of last year amounted to 398/. 4s. 93d. 


Railway. 


54, A report of the progress made in the construction of the railway up to the 30th 
June 1864 was forwarded with Major-General O’Brien’s Despatch No. 197, of the 30th 
August last.t— I enclose a report from the Chief Resident Engineer for the half year 
ending 31st December 1864. 

55. The general progress of the half year is represented by 70,000/., out of which 
14,000/. are represented by materials received from Ingland, making the total amount 
executed nearly half of the gross total of the contract. 
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56. The first division of 30 miles is almost completed. The engine is now able to run 
as far as the 27th mile, and the line will be opened for trafttic as far as the 35th mile 
on the Ist of October next. | 

57. It appears that but little progress was made on the second division during the half 
year. The works were suspended during the unhealthy season, but operations have 
again commenced. 

58. The headings of the Ambepusse tunnel have met two months earlier than had 
been anticipated, and the tunnel is now completed. 

59. On the third division good progress has been made in tunnels, Nos. 1 and 3; but 
in Nos. 5 and 8 the progress has been below the average. 

60. In bridges and culverts but little progress was made, owing chiefly to the difficulty 
of obtaining masons, especially on the incline. 

61. The works at the Colombo station have been pushed on, and but little more can 
be done until the arrival of materials from England. ‘The Ambepusse station has also 
been commenced, and is progressing towards completion. 

62. The total amount of the different works executed from tlie commencement to the 
end of December 1864 is as follows :— 


The earthwork completed amounts to nearly half of the total value. 

Tunnel works executed amount to rather more than one-third of the whole. 

In bridges three-fifths of the whole have been done. 

In culverts more than one-third of the total. 

In retaining walls about one-eighth of the whole. 

In stations rather more than one-fourth of the whole. 

In permanent way and materials delivered at Colombo rather more than one-half. 
In sundry work and contingencies rather more than one-half. 


63. The total value of works under the contract is - - £873,039 
Value of work done to the 3lst December 1864 - - 425,828 


Remaining - 447,211 


Equal per month, for 25 months - , - - 17,888 


Legislation. 

64. Of the ordinances enacted in 1864, Nos. 1 and 2 were passed at the commencement 
of the year and form a portion of the legislation of the Session of 1863. These were 
noticed by Major General O’Brien in his Despatch No. 197, of the 30th August 1864. 

65. Ordinance No. 1, “to consolidate and amend tn certain respects the law touching 
“© Justices of the Peace, and the Administration of Justice in Criminal Cases,” was after- 
wards amended by Ordinance No. 17 of 1864, in pursuance of instructions from the 
Secretary of State. 

66. The object of Ordinance No. 2, amending Ordinance No. 26 of 1852, as explained 
in the Despatch referred to, was to prevent persons selling salt on behalf of Government 
from demanding a higher price than that fixed by Government. 

67. Twenty Ordinances were enacted during the Session of 1864. Two of these were 
passed at the commencement of the present year, it not having been practicable to close 
the Session last year. 

68. Ordinances Nos. 3, 6, and 7 have reference to the Ceylon railway. The first 
authorizes the appropriation of a sum of 250,000/. from the surplus revenue of past 
years towards payment of the expenses of constructing the railway ; No.6 lays down rules 
for the management of the railway; No. 7 makes certain amendments in the Ordinance 
No. 19 of 1862 for raising 1,000,000/. on debentures for the construction of the railway, 
and also makes provision for the formation of a sinking fund. 

69. No. 4, “to amend the Ordinance No. 24 of 1848, entitled an Ordinance to 
‘“‘ regulate the felling and removal of timber grown in the Crown lands in this Island,” 
was brought forward in consequence of frequent representations which had from time to 
time been made to the Government of the inadequacy of the former penalties to restrain 
the destruction of Crown property. 

70. No. 5, “to regulate the temporal affairs of churches not provided for in the 
‘s Ordinance No. 12 of 1846,” re-enacts the provisions of the Ordinance No. 11 of 1863, 
with certain alterations suggested by the Secretary of State. The object of this ordinance 
was explained in Major-General O’Brien’s Despatch No. 197, of the 30th August 1864. 

71. Ordinance No. 8, “to extend the operation of the Ordinance No. 17 of 18-44, 
‘¢ entitled an Ordinance for establishing an efficient police in certain towns, &c.,” was 
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enacted with a view of providing means for the execution of the processes issued by 
unofficial Justices of the Peace, the want of which had from time to time been strongly 
urged on the Government. 

72. Ordinances Nos. 9, 10, and 11 authorize the establishment of tolls at certain places 
on different roads, in order to provide for the up-keep and maintenance of the roads. 

73. No. 12, “ to provide for the production in evidence of copies instead of originals 
“ of public documents,” was enacted with a view to obviate the inconvenience arising 
from the necessity of public officers being frequently required to attend courts to produce 
original documents. 

74, No. 13, “ for regulating the sale of bread and preventing its adulteration,” was 
rendered necessary in consequence of the absence of any law bearing on this subject. 
Its provisions are taken mainly from the English statute relating to the subject. 

75. No. 14, “ for amending the Ordinance No. 1 of 1858, and No. 11 of 1859,” was 
enacted with the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government with a view to revising the 
salaries of clerks and other public officers. It provides for an increase to the salaries of 
those officers under the Government who are remunerated at rates not exceeding 300l. a 
year by classification for the higher ranks, and by specific rates for the lower. 

76. ay 15 appropriates 104,728/. for the supplementary contingent charges of the 

ear 18604. 

d 77. No. 16, relating to the military expenditure of the Colony, was enacted in pursuance 
of instructions received from Her Majesty’s Government. It authorizes the payment to 
the Secretary of State for War, from the Ist January 1865, of a sum of 100,000/. a year 
from the revenues of the Colony as a fixed commutation for certain specified military 
services and expenditure for military works and buildings, leaving certain other specified 
military services (estimated at 35,000/. a year) to be paid as theretofore by the Colony ; 
the fixed contribution to be increased after the Ist January 1867 to 135,000/. by annual 
augmentation of 10,000/. 

78. This arrangement is pending the inquiry into the question of the military expen- 
diture of the Colony, which was ordered by Her Majesty’s Government, and which is 
now being prosecuted by the Commissioners sent out from England, and those appointed 
by me in conformity with your instructions. 

79, No. 18 confirms certain rules and orders of district courts framed by Judges of the 
Supreme Court. 

80. No. 1 of 1865 provides for the contingent charges of the year 1865. 

81. In the Ordinance No. 2 of 1865, ‘to amend the Land Registration Ordinance 
“ No. 8 of 1863,” certain modifications suggested by the Secretary of State have been 
introduced, as well as a few other amendments the neeessity for which had been suggested 
by the practical working of the measure. 


Population. 


82. The total population of all classes of inhabitants for 1864 is stated in the returns 
to be 2,051,109, whereas in the return for 1863 the total number was given at 2,342,098, 
showing a decrease in 1864 as compared with the previous year of 290,989. As it was 
evident that this difference must have arisen from some error in the statements furnished, 
I directed an explanation to be called for from the Government Agents for the Western 
and Eastern provinces, in whose returns the discrepancy chiefly appeared ; and I enclose 
copies of letters received in reply from these officers. The returns for 1864 are supposed 
to approach nearer to accuracy, and those for 1863 are stated to be incorrect. It is quite 
clear however that these returns, which are prepared by the local head men, cannot be 
relied upon, and that accurate information as to the population of the Island can only 
be obtained by a properly regulated census. 


Public Health. 


83, From the enclosed report of the Acting Principal Civil Medical Officer it will be 
seen that the state of the public health during the year was very unsatisfactory. This 
is ascribed in a great measure to the unprecedented drought which prevailed in the first 
few months of the year; the rains which fell after the long-continued dry weather pro- 
ducing fevers, diarrhoea, and dysentery in different parts of the Island. 

84, Small pox and cholera prevailed during the greater part of the year. Cholera 
made its appearance in February among the natives assembled for the pearl fishery, which 
was ultimate:y abandoned on its being discovered that there were no oysters fit for fishing. 
From this spot the disease spread to Trincomalie, Negombo, and other stations on the sea 
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coast. It afterwards appeared among the Malabar immigrants on the road from the north 
to Kandy, and then extended to other stations, Kandy, Jaffna, and other towns having 
communication with immigrant labourers. It appeared in Colombo in the month of June, 
when it lasted only for a short time; but it broke out again in that town in August, 
having been introduced by the Roman Catholic pilgrims returning from St. Anna’s Church 
at Putlam. It then assumed an epidemic form; and it appears that every station in the 
Island was visited with the disease, excepting Trincomalee and Hambantotte. The 
number of cases reported throughout the Island was 3,578, and the number of deaths 
9,157; whilst in 1863 the number of cases was only 19 and of deaths 6. The largest 
number occurred in the Northern Province, where this disease generally prevails through- 
out the greater part of the year. The number of cases there was 2,325, and the number 
of deaths 1,339. The following are the numbers in the other Provinces :— 


Cases. Deaths. 
Western Province ° - 287 - 191 
North-western do. . - 38 - 31 
Southern do. - - 6 - 4 
Eastern do. . - 283 7 179 
Central do. - . 639 = 226 


85. Small pox, of which several cases remained at the end of 1863, continued through- 
out the whole of last year. It prevailed almost at every station in the Island, but chiefly 
in Colombo, Jaffna, Kandy, and Matelle. It declined towards the end of the year, the 
number of cases reported on the 31st December being only six. The total number of 
cases in the whole Island was 1,207, and the number of deaths 174. In 1863 the 
number of cases was 2,661, and the number of deaths 502; the rate of mortality being 
14 per cent. in 1864, and 18 per cent. in 1863. 

86. The ordinance for making vaccination compulsory has been brought into operation 
in Colombo and Kandy, and is working satisfactorily. ‘The total number vaccinated in 
1864 was 74,811, of which 53,851 were reported as successful. The numbers in 1863 
were, vaccinated, 79,295 ; successful operations, 57,378. 

87. The report of the acting Principal Civil Medical Officer gives full information 
respecting the various diseases which prevailed in Ceylon, and the state of the medical 
department, and of the several hospitals maintained by Government, and contains valuable 
suggestions for improving the sanitary conditioh of the Island 


Education. 


88. The returns of schools for the year 1864 show that there were 110 Government or 
public schools, in which there were 5,232 pupils, being less by 516 than the number of 
pupils in the Government schools in 1863. 

89. The expenditure by Government on account of education amounted to 15,3311. 
12s. 34d. in 1864, showing an increase of 8111. 8s. 84d. as compared with the expenditure of 
1863, which amounted to 14,520/. 3s. 7d. ‘The school fees amounted to 2,069/. 12s. 114d., 
showing a decrease of 171/. 11s. 84d. on the receipts from the same source in 1863. 

90. The returns from the different missionary bodies show that there has been a decrease 
both in the number of schools supported by them, and in the number of pupils attending 
those schools in the past year. The following is an abstract of these schools :— 











—— No. of Schools.| No. of Pupils. 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel - 161 4,528 
Church Missionary Society - - 109 3,465 
Wesleyan Society - - - ° 100 3,501 
Baptist Society - ° - - 21 563 
American Society - - - - 47 1,544 
Roman Catholic Society - ° - 73 3,833 


91. The numbers in 1863 were, schools, 516; pupils, 19,680. 

92. The Wesleyan and the Roman Catholic missions received in support of their 
schools in the Northern Province grants in aid from the Government, the former to the 
amount of 3414. 15s., and the latter 200/. 

93. The number of private schools in 1864 was 268, whilst the number in 1863 was 
281; but the attendance in these schools was larger last year, viz, 5,677. wh'lst the 
number in 1863 was 5,380. 
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CEYLON. 94. I enclose a copy of the 21st report of the Central School Commission for the period 
— from the Ist July 1863 to the 30th June 1864, which gives a full account of the Govern- 
a ment schools up to the middle of last year. 

' 95. Prefixed to the Blue Book returns will be found a table giving a statistical view 
of the progress of this Colony for the years 1821 to 1864 inclusive, and an abstract of 
the principal statistical results for the years 1863 and 1864, prepared in the form suggested 

by the | nternational Statistical Congress at the meeting held in London in 1860. 
96. I enclose also reports from the several Government Agents on the state of their 

respective provinces. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) Hercutes G. R. Rosrnson. 


Enel, 1 in ? Enclosure 1 in No. 23. 
0. 23. 
DECENNIAL RetuRN of the Exports of Correr, CINNAMON, Cocoa-nuT O11, and Com, the Produce 
of the Colony. 





























CoFFEE. CINNAMON. Cocoa-NtUT OIL. Corr. Total 
Amount 
of 
YEAR. Amount Somat Amount . Amount eda 
: of Expo of Expor : of Export} Quan- - jof Export yenue 
Quantity.| Value. duty Quantity.) Value. duty Quantity. | Value. duty tity. Value. duty from the 
received. received. received. received. | foregoing 
Exports. 
cwts. £ £ Ibs. £ £ galls. £ £ cwts. z £ 
1855 - -| 6506540} 1,025,282 — 730.600 | 36,089 _ 900,742 | 108,913 — 45,975 — — 
1856 « . 444,819 981,723 —_ 877,547 45.370 _ 1,046,326 101,591 _ 29,564 —_ = 
RAT - 602,266 1,496,645 _ 887.959 | 52.574 —_ 1,670,258 212,184 —_ 42,256 —_ ‘ame 
1858 - - 544,507 1,337,122 27,226 750,744 37 537 751 77,168 75716 1,849 40,420 611 30,487 
1859 - - 580,779 1,467 497 29.490 879,361 43,72 880 1,118,638 111,864 2,985 38,086 447 33,802 
1860 - - 620,132 | 1,57-4,038 31,007 375,156 33,758 675 1,049,089 154,000 3,810 36,616 458 38, (830 
I8GL - «= | 648,028 | 1,656,733 32,402 | 845.218 | 42.261 845 | 1,010,128 | 104,048 2613 | 43,168 540 36,400 
1862 -  -| 605,178 | 1,445,284 30,259 | 875,475 | 48,774 876 | 1,429,531 | 142,953 3,591 46,595 583 35,309 
1863 - -| 828,587 | 2,126,222] 41,429 | 734,038 | 36,702 734 | 1,878,085 | 187,858 | 4,718 | 51,785 647 47,528 
1864 - -| 671,166| 1,744,793 | 33,559 | 776,675 | 38,838 775 | 2,249,402 | 224,048] 5,640 | 36,313 454 | 40,437 
Total - | 6,056,998 | 14,855,834 | 225,372 8,082,778 | 410,870 | 5,538 | 18,669,161 | 1,426,079 | 25,895 | 410,778 3,640 | 259,943 
a a ame ema cts Sa a i aa A a a Aaa aA aN I I I I a aaa a aa aaa A I a aa 
Customs, Colombo, April 25, 1865. (Signed) G. Vane, Principal Collector. 
Encl. 2 in Enclosure 2 in No. 238. 


ais ToraL VALE of Imports and Exports (including Specie and Bullion) from and to each Country in each 


of the Years 1862, 1863, and 1864. 




















Imports. Exports. 
1862, 1863. 1864. 1862. 1863. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 

United Kingdom - | 836,319 1 11 1,011,994 17 7 |1,651,587 1 1 91,703,574 1 1 {2,407,578 8 7 {2,015,326 
British possessions in {2,518,543 2 11 {3,505,139 19 9 |2,821,092 14 1 612,550 6 8} 994,879 9 10 

India. 
Mauritius - - 37,801 3 1 18,090 11 9 31,343 3 6 11,565 15 9 26,956 10 
Aden - - - - 10 12 6 380 0 0 15 3 5 19 18 
Hong Kong - - 4,134 14 11 10,677 9 7 8,710 19 4 67 18 0O 2,529 18 
Australia - - | 570,495 8 8 552,785 11 2 | 629,843 13 5 34,744 4 2 19,176 7 
Cape of Good Hope - 432 17 11 1,892 19 0O 348 9 0O —_ — 
Gibraltar - = — = 19,844 17 8 | 15,666 3 
New Zealand - — — — — 60 0 
Sierra Leone - — —_ — 656 13 8 — 
France - 835 7 0O —_ 87 0 0 54,572 15 11 30,748 6 
Suez - - 74,841 3 8 168,668 11 4 135,693 15 5 1,373 17 6 10,575 16 
French possessions in 135,951 4 6 122,048 15 8 156,550 17 8 29,427 4 2 33,553 15 

India. 
Maldive Islands - 35,603 16 11 $2,978 5 8 41,880 12 0 9,384 11 O 7,417 14 
China - - — — —_— — 3 14 
United States of 16,566 12 3 9,518 17 0 8,273 0 0O 16,342 16 2 22,345 5 

America. 
Dutch possessions in — — —_ 

India. 
Buenos Ayres - — — 2,813 
Judda = -}| 11,614 1711 — a 
Portuguese posses- _ _ _— 

sions in India. 
Pernambuco - — — _— 
Macao - - — — 593 0 
Bolivia - - a — 4,800 0 
Peru - - — —_ 33,315 0 
Madeira - - — —_ l 10 

4 12,404,120 5 2 |3,587,234 6 5 |8,112,268 15 6 


4,243,139 11 8 paar 10 7 [5,526,964 3 





Customs, Colombo, April 25, 1865. (Signed) G. Vane, Principal Collector. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 23. CEYLON. 


NomBer and TonnaGeE of VESSELS entered and cleared from and to each CountTry in each of the Years soe 


= 
1862, 1863, and 1864. mo 





ENTERED. CLEARED. 





1862. 1863. 1864. 1862. 1863. 1864. 


Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons, |Vessels.| Tons. jVessels.{| Tons. (|Vessels.} Tons. |Vessels.} Tons, 




























United Kingdom - 75 | 42,267 116 | 62,742 105 | 50,500 


British possessions in | 2,306 | 281,424 | 2,804 | 330,233 | 2,636 | $22,923 
India. 


106 | 50,644 139 | 62,930 128 
2,323 | 294,291 | 2,850 | 347,134 | 2,852 


59,339 
372,356 














Cape of Good Hope - 17 | 6,619 18 | 6,100 5] 1,658, — — — — — 
Mausitius - - 20 7,598 12 2,765 8 3,027 5 396 13 2,867 82 
Hong Kong - - 26 | 25,667 35 | 36,253 38 | 40,583 29 | 28,902 38 | 39,264 38,093 
Aden - - - 2 861 7 | 2,868 7) 4022, — aes = < ie 
Australia - - 36 | 21,432 42 | 38,032 43 | 24,411 17 9,581 19 | 10,871 10,928 
New Zealand - - 3| 1,598 6| 4,733 | — _ rn —< 
Montevideo - -| — — 1 275 | — — — 
Buenos Ayres - -| — — — — 1 502 rn 
Suez - - - 26 | $1,055 35 | 42,873 37 | 45,548 6 | 30,535 37 | 44,749 46,660 
France - - - 2 1,186 1 298 —_ _ 2 1,147 4 1,462 514 
Mozambique - -| — — 1 430; — — — — — — — 
Belgium - - -| — — 1 520} — — — oe — — — 
French possessions in| 212/| 15,283 | 169 | 13,728 | 192{ 16,901 | 233} 16,480] 166 | 14,304 10,415 
India. 
Arabia - - - 4 2,551 — — — = 481 
Maldive Islands - = 54 | 6,699| 44] 4,600 52 | 5,755 4,524 
America, United States - 4 2,846 1 953 5 3,394 721 
Dutch possessionsinIndia | — ~ — — — — 2,949 
Holland - - -j| — — — — — —_ — 
Portuguese possessions in | — — — — l 260 — 
China. 
Bourbon - 7 — —_ _— _— 1 506 _ 
Madeira - - eo) ee = = ms 1 | 1,027 ae 
Bolivia - - -| — — — — 1 341 — 
Johana in Africa -{| _ — — 1 344 — 
Pern - - -| — = a aa 3 | 1,631 ai 
Total - | 2,788 | 447,481 |3,293 | 537,404 |3,137 | 523,333 [2,791 | 441,511 | 3,310 | 530,910 | 3,260 | 547,062 









Enclosure 4 in No. 23. | Encl. 4 in 


No. 23. 

Sir, Surveyor General’s Office, Colombo, March 23, 1865. 

In forwarding my annual progress report of the Survey Department for 1864 I first beg to be 
excused for the unusual delay that has occured in its preparation. To my visit to the Central Province 
as one of a committee appointed to report on certain roads it is chiefly to be attributed ; and also the 
nature of the report being necessarily statistical, | was prevented from framing it without access to 
office records in Colombo. But I now have the honour to inform you that the work in 1864 surpasses 
every other year’s returns in every respect ; a greater number of acres have been disposed of, a larger 
amount received, and more title plans issued for deeds than in any year since 1844, when the price 
per acre was raised to 1/.; in a womd, 3,542 lots, covering 34,122 acres, have produced the sum of 
76,5671, of which 6 38117. are due to fees. 


The same course adopted last year, of taking the details into consideration by Provinces, I intend to 
follow on the present occasion. 

1. Western Province. For the first time have the receipts of this Province exceeded those of the 
Central Province, viz. 34,794/. from the former against 33,3342. from the latter. This in a great measure 
arises from the circumstance of the valley of Deek Oya having been declared within its limits, and 
5,703 acres of forest therein situated bringing 6,350/. An imaginary line running from Adam’s Peak 
to the junction of the Deek Oya with the Bagawanthalawe Oya, 1s now ruled to represent the boundary 
of the two Provinces, which is so far unfortunate as it throws all the Court business of the new estates 
into cance waa to which town no road at present exists. 

A second reason is to be found in the start that the southern portion of Saffragam has lately taken in 
coffee cultivation in the neighbourhood of Gongalla; 3,105 acres of forest were sold, but little more than 
the upset price was obtained, probably owing to its being a new and untried locality. 

In the Hina Corle a very large quantity of land has been sold to natives in moderately sized lots, 
chiefly intended, I hear, for cocoa-nuts. ‘The accessibility to the land by means of the railway has 
made this a favourable locality for investment. 

Caltura district and its neighbouring localities, Pasdoon and Rygam Korles, produced no less than 
3,969/. last year for 1,934 acres, about one-half of which only were bond fide sales, the rest being due to 
compromises with the natives on account of lengthened occupation as prescribed by Ordinance. This isa 
field where much money will be reaped by Government for some years to come, the lands being chiefly 

dy fields and gardens held under licence from the Government. A few more years and all these 
ds would have passed from the possession of Government, lapsing to the cultivators by the right of 
tenure. Much opposition is in consequence made to their survey and sale, but great credit is due to 
the Government Agent for his judicious management in coming to fair terms with the natives. The 


lands too are much enhanced in value from their abounding in plumbago, which is year by year 
becoming an article of greater export. 
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The Crown land sold for 2/. 3s. per acres 922 acre ; were parted with at a valuation to occupiers for 
2,3831., and 1,103 acres were given up by Government, owing to the prescribed term of 30 years having 
been exceeded by the too successful squatters. 

2. Central Province. Last year there were but two extensive tracts of forest sold for coffee, one at 
Haywa Ellia, Badulla, where 4,299 acres were sold for 7,579, or at the rate of 1/. 15s. per acre, and the 
other at the Heen Ganga, better known as the Nitre Cave lands, Meddemahanewere, where 2,018 
acres brought the upset price. 

At Matelle the sales as usual were very prosperous ; not that it is believed the soil is in any 
way superior, and indeed throughout the district is a lack of water, but it is said to be the favourite 
country and climate* of the Tamil coolie. 

A few lots were sold at Happootelle, 1,025 acres for 1,036/., andin Dolosbage, Oedepalate, Hewahette, 
Doombera, and land was in demand chiefly for additions to old estates, and for native coffee gardens. 

The highest sale of the year was at Matelle, where the land called Maccaloose of 506 acres was 
disposed of for 4,8002., or at the rate of 9 guineas per acre, the largest bid, considering the area, ever 
known at a Government auction. 

Very little was done in the Central Province towards the settlement of land occupied by squatters. 
A difficulty in this respect. always exists in this province which does not apply to the maritime districts. 
In the latter the Dutch established a thombo register of lands, which is of great service in the deter- 
mination of claims; but in the Central Province, the Kandyans have in general no sort of documentary 
title to produce. Seven small claims or enroachments, however, amounting to 105 acres, were 
disposed of to a Matelle planter for 5404. 

3. In the Southern Province a large falling off is perceptible in 1864 contrasted with 1863, to the 
extent of more than 50 per cent., still 926 acres were sold for 3,006/., or about 3/. 5s. an acre, this being 
the province where the highest rate of land sales is always maintained, though the aggregate revenue 
from them is but small. ‘The fields and gardens in Matura and Hambantotte districts are sure to meet 
with much competition when exposed for sale, the former country having a rich and populous community, 
and the latter receiving its value from the irrigation works of Ooroobokke and Kirime. In 1864 sixty- 
three lots containing 95 acres were sold for 1,740/. or 18/. the acre, in the Girreway Pattoo of the 
Hambantotte district. 

A few small additions were made to the coffee estates in the Morowe Korle, planted in 1863, and said 
to be very flourishing. A large survey force was employed there last year, but the fruit of their 
labours was not reaped till the beginning of 1865. 

4. The Eastern Province, or rather Batticaloa, shows a different style of return to all the others. But 
though neither for coffee nor cocoa-nut plantations, in its way itis of a very satisfactory character. The 
lots there are minute in size and are intended for native gardens, and in consequence there are few 
places where native prosperity of late years has been more apparent. 888 lots, containing 1,007 acres, 
per sold for 1,4602, and 225 lots, with only 170 acres, being claims and encroachments, were settled 

or 4182. 

The irrigation works of Errecamam and Ambarc are stil] productive of revenue through the sale of 
lands, 52 lots with 434 acres bringing 521/. in 1864. Several others wére purchased, but the sales 
were cancelled owing to the money not being forthcoming at the appointed dates. 

5. The North-western Province shows 986 acres of Crown land, producing 1,496/., and 198 acres of 
claims and encroachments, 3662. The neighbourhood of Chilaw is reported excellent for cocoa-nuts, 
and so soon as I can spare one or two of my staff from other districts, I trust to make the land sale 
return of this province exhibit a higher figure. 

6. In the Northern Province, by the desire of the late Sir Charles MacCarthy, a surveyor has been 
stationed there for some years past. It was never expected that his employment there would produce 
any revenue, as in the well-cultivated peninsula of Jaffna the gardens are almost wholly the properties 
of natives, and the rest of this large province is little but a wilderness. ‘The chief reason expressed 
by the Government Agent for the presence of a surveyor wa@ the “definition of the ponds and 
channels of drainage,” and to mark out what Crown es may yet remain there, to prevent future 
encroachments. At his request also the town of Mulletwoe was surveyed and many lots have been 
offered for sale, but as yet without result. 

It may not be without interest to note that 24 building lots covering two acres were sold at Anorad- 
japoora, or rather made over to the natives of that ancient metropolis for 1282. 

Having now finished my remarks on the land sales of the provinces, I now proceed to detail the 
other field operations of the Survey department. These are, 

Temple land surveys. 
Railway surveys, 
Road tracings. 

Old grants. 

In accordance with instructions of Government to lose no time in executing the Temple Land 
Sureeys, I placed six of my staff last year to this special work, and the result of their labours was the 
survey of 89 temples, comprising 33,538 acres. As I have often represented, this species of survey is 
most trying to the constitutions of the men employed, and very expensive to the Government. he 
lands lie in remote parts, far from civilization at times, or even a road, and therefore a great loss 
occurs in the fixation of the lots by means of trigonometrical stations or lengthened traverses. What 
with the difficulty of the survey, what with the enormous area yet to be mapped, it is out of the 
question to say Nea this work will be accomplished ; 45,690 acres have already been surveyed, and 
51,204 remain untouched that is according to the Commissioners’ report, but as their areas are far from 
correct and always too small, the figure, if the same proportion of error hitherto existing be maintained, 
will be near 100,000. 

Railway Surceys.—Under this head I include all those surveys of private properties through which 
the line runs. According to the Ordinance for taking private lands for public purposes, it rests with 





* 2,230 acres produced 10,1820, or 4/, lls. per acre. 
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this ofice to supply the aaa! and certificates to the effect of the necessity of taking such lands. 
Last year the properties extending from Peradenia to Kandy were surveyed, and such portions as were 
required in due course handed over to the railway authorities. Besides which several small additions, 
partly for stations, were made throughout the line at the request of the consulting engineer. 

Road Tracings.— As the Commissioner of Roads reported a deficiency of his staff for tracing all the 
roads urgently called for, this department undertook the tracing of the new road from the Kandy road 
to the railway station at Ambepusse, as well as the improvement of the trace leading from Morowe 
Korle to Matura. 

Old Grants.—A question was asked in the Legislative Council with reference to these old grants, 
implying that small progress had been made in the surveys. These lands were granted in 1844 to 
natives with a promise of title plans and deeds on deposit of the value of the land (5s. per acre) and 
the survey fees, &c. ; 8,000/. was the result of this call. Plans of 1,543 lots, comprising 10,880 acres, 
have been issued from this office up to date from 1859. How much more remains to be done I cannot 
well ascertain, for though the Government Agent Western Province gives me 16,000 acres as the total, 
yet that is likely to be only an approximate amount. The work is being executed concurrently with 
other work, it being thought from the dispersion of the lots throughout the province that it was not 
worth while to make it a special and therefore expensive transaction, shite by combining it with 
“applications ” and “ encroachments” the survey could be carried out without injury to the r.venue. 
The delay in the final settlement it is believed is not to be attributed to the Survey department, nor to 
the cutcherry, but is rather due to the natives themselves. Instead of being in possession of land 
according to the old grant, it is generally found on survey that they claim on it half as much again. 
The excess the Government Agent is willing to give them at a valuation, at an easy rate; but it is a 
work of time for the natives to come to any arrangement. 

Leaving now the field for the office, I have to report that. in 1864 title deed plans were issued in 
triplicate, amounting in number to 2,670, covering 42,262 acres, being the largest number and ‘the 
greatest area ever granted by the Government in any year since 1844. ‘The contract system under 
which these are drawn works admirably, and indeed without it I could not possibly have supplied the 
required 8,010 plans. One plan of each set having been drawn and examined in the office, a young 
draftsman takes it home, and returns it with the duplicate and triplicate next morning, for 9d. a 
copy. 
The record plans on the 16-chain scale and adapted to the meridian of Pedrotallagalla have been 
greatly advanced last year. These are essential for the proper insertion of all the new works, the 
boundaries of which could not be guaranteed as the exact limits without such accurate information as 
the record plans can alone afford. 

The entire expenditure of the department was 17,4581. 8s, 2d., divided as follows :— 


sd. 
Fixed salaries - - - - 6,720 5° 2 
Provisional do - - - - 7,364 19 9 
Contingencies - - - - 449 19 11} 
Transport - S - - - 817 0 6 
Miscsllansous (cooly money) - - 3,181 7 74 


£18,533 13 0 
Deduct for extra month’s pay charged this year 1,075 4 10 


£17,458 8 2 





The number of assistant surveyors in the field was 24, and in the office two. 

As the work of survey depends on the personal labour of the surveyor alone, and as my assistants are 
infinitely more exposed to the climate than any class of men in the Teland; being without the luxury 
of European comforts, and for the most part living in native huts, no annual report is complete without 
a reference to their state of health. Whether it was owing to an unhealthy season, or to the long 
period they have been at the same monotonous and solitary labour with gradually enfeebled powers to 
withstand the sun, I have to bring to the notice of Government that my staff of surveyors suffered 
severely in 1864. Two of them died, one at Caltura, and the other at Colombo, one went to Europe for 
his health, and many others were sick for long periods, viz. : 


Mr. Reynolds’ - - 95 days - - Jungle fever. 
» symonds ~- - 12.3 - -  Dysentery; very near his 
. death on two occasions. 
9 stoddart - 50s, - - Sore feet and liver. 
» still - - $2, - - Fever. 
» Mantell - - 43 yy - - Ophthalmia. 
» Robertson - - 38 Cs, “ - Fever and liver. 
» Leitch = * 21° 3; - - I’ever. 
» Daniels - - 31 , © = - do. 
Stephens - - 23 ,, do 


On the 24th September 1864 I addressed a letter to the Government on the subject of the health of the 


officers of this department, and expressed the fear that unless those in the provisional list were allowed 
leave to Europe on half pay in the proportion of one year out of seven, in a short time I should have no 
European assistant left. The climate and exposure will either have killed them or forced them to resign. 
No answer has been received to my letter, but I beg to reiterate respectfully but strongly the opinion 
I then expressed, and trust that the Secretary of State, to whom the matter was referred, may be again 
appealed to in behalf of men whose hard work and good service have so often been the theme of praise 
in this Colony, and who have so largely contributed to the development of fs oe 

ave, &c. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHARLES Sy, 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 23. 


Sir, Principal Civil Medical Officer’s Office, Colombo, June 26, 1865. 
I nave the honour to submit my report on the state of the public health and of the Civil Medical 
department for the year 1864. 

it is unnecessary for me to recapitulate what has already been submitted by my predecessor and 
myself within the last two years ; but I beg to draw the attention of Government to certain wants or 
sanitary defects which I consider require early consideration on the part of Government. 

Colombo, considering its population, some of its crowded streets, 1]l-ventilated houses, and total dis- 
regard to cleanliness on the part of nearly two-thirds of its native population, is, I believe, the healthiest 
town in the Island, as Ceylon may be considered one of the healthiest countries among the islands 
in the Indian Ocean, or in the south of India. The Pettah which originally was the locality of the 
residents of the wealthy Dutch burghers, has now been, as commerce increased, converted into a place 
of extensive business, and is the centre of native commerce and enterprise; and it is here that most. of 
the natives barter, buy, and sell their wares. This locality, since the houses were converted into stores, 
has had its accommodation as dwelling-houses decreased, and consequently the nuisance from this cause 
has been unbearable, and has in a great measure tended to lessen the sanitary state of the town. The 
surface drains in cross streets have been broken and damaged by the traffic, and no permanent measures 
have been taken to remedy these defects. Some of the houses have wares stored in a part of the 
building and the outhouses used as a dwelling place for a larger number than they can well accommodate 
with comfort to the inmates themselves and without injury to the public health. Whilst this portion 
of the town is becoming the market of Colombo, and every available dwelling-house is monthly being 
converted into a store or shop, it is indispensably necessary that better ventilation and drainage should 
be introduced into its streets and houses. The drains and openings which were in use for a limited 

opulation cannot be sufficient for more than three times that number. This matter I have already 
broauh to the notice of Government in my letter of the 27th August, No. 312. 

The practice of felling old trees which offered shelter in crowded localities, with a view of widening 
the street, is much to be regretted. In a warm climate where the sun is powerful the air is rendered 
purer by having vegetation of this kind, and what is unwholesome to man is readily taken up by the 
vegetable kingdom in exchange for that which keeps the life blood pure. This system is carefully 
followed in all continental towns in Europe where the weather in summer is hot; and it would be 
desirable to have trees of hard wood which afford shade, planted on the side of streets at convenient 
distances where they are not likely to interfere with the tratlic. 

As it would be a matter of time and no little difficulty to have the Pettah thoroughly ventilated and 
drained, I beg to suggest that where land is sold as building lots, proper drains be constructed to drain 
the refuse of houses, and that suflicient room be reserved in the building lots as means of ventilation. 
The mere intersection of roads among building lots is insufficient where houses are built at close 
proximity to each other, particularly in a warm climate where more space for air is wanted to keep the 
temperature as low as possible by means of evaporation and fresh currents of air. 

It is a matter of surprise that at every corner of a strect, or in the most public thoroughfares, men 
and children are seen making use of the roadside as places for the committing of nuisances. This, for 
a considerable time, has been a matter which the public has patiently endured, particularly the European 
community ; but at present there is no excuse for allowing things to continue in this state, as the 
erection of a few urials in crowded localities and public privies or accommodation where the d 
system of earth sewage may be introduced, would soon obviate this difficulty and greatly tend to the 
comfort and health of the population. The cost of this will be a trifling matter compared to the benefit 
the public will derive by these conveniences. 

The proposal for supplying the town with water would work much better if undertaken by Govern- 
ment, and the expenses would then be far below the estimate of the proposed company. The water 
from the Kalany river may be brought to the lake by earthenware pipes, and the lake kept full during 
the dry months. It would be necessary, in order to have the water in the lake fresh, that no drain be 
allowed to empty itself into it, and that the privies overhanging it be removed. Water thus supplied 
to the lake may be used for flushing drains and other purposes, and nearly all the drains in the Pettah 
Sea Street, and as far as Marendahn, may be flushed by having an iron tank at the Wolfendahl Hill 
and another on St. Sebastian Hill or Hulfsdorp, kept full by pumping water from the lake. These 
proposals will entail expense, but as they are for the general good and welfare of the public, there may 
be extra taxation for it on the understanding that the money realized for this purpose be expended 
for it alone. As this supply of water would enable the streets being watered in dry weather, it will 
be a great comfort to the families of the poor working classes, who are prevented from having any kind 
of exercise owing to the dust which rises in clouds and settles on their person and dress. The want 
of healthy exercise among this class, the impoverished diet, and the impure air they breathe in their ill- 
ventilated and imperfectly dried houses, are fruitful sources of the maladies with which they are affected, 
viz. incurable skin diseases, low malignant fevers, scrofula, and consumption. 


Public Health. 


The state of the public health during the year was very unsatisfactory. In January the weather was 
hot and dry, and there was a scarcity of water in the wells, so that the lake in the town of Colombo 
was daily getting low, and there was every sign ofa sickly season after the rains. The great varieties 
of temperature felt in the hilly districts, and the chilly breeze in the morning and the hot sun during 
the day, produced fever of an intermittent and remittent type chiefly in the Central and Northern 
provinces of the Island. Small pox existed at Point de Galle, Kurnegalle Badulla, and in the Jaffna 
Small Pox hospital there were as many as 26 cases under treatment. 

The weather in February continued hot throughout, and the scarcity of water was much felt, so that 
water had to be pumped into the lake to keep it from getting dry and exposing its muddy banks to the 


-influence of the sun. This, | am happy to say, had the desired effect; for it kept the water to a cer- 


tain ievel, and the exposed banks which had soon got dry. were in a few days covered with luxuriant 
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ass affording pasture for cattle. Cholera appeared on the road from Kandy to the north of the Island, Cryton. 
called the North road, the highway to emigrant labourers to coffee estates ; and in Kandy small pox con- ears 
tinued to Increase, and at the different stations and in Jaffna there were 42 fresh admissions. 


The public health continued much in the same state during March, only that cholera gradually March. 
extended to other stations in the Island, as Kandy, Jaffna, and other towns which have communication 
with emigrant labourers, and are not far from the great highway from India to Ceylon. Small pox 
continued to spread in Jaffna. A prisoner in the Hulfsdorp gaol in Colombo was affected with the 
disease, and had to be removed to the Small Pox hospital. 


Refreshing showers of rain fell during this month, but with it fever made its appearance in different April. 
parts of the Island, chiefly in the low country along the course of the river and lake. Diarrhea also 
appeared in crowded localities, particularly in large establishments, and cholera and small pox kept 
their hold at stations where they appeared. 


The heavy rains during this month had the effect of lowering the temperature, and the epidemics May. 
of small pox and cholera subsided to some extent, but fevers were on the increase, and some assumed 
a typhoid character in Colombo. 


In June the unhealthiness of the town of Colombo increased; fever, small pox, and cholera appeared, June. 
and the latter disease affected the prisoners in the Hulfsdorp gaol. Out of 34 affected there were five 
deaths, and the epidemic which broke out on the 2nd lasted till the 17th. In other towns and districts 
fever was very prevalent, but small pox and cholera continued to prevail in Jaffna and Kandy 
particularly. 


The month of July continued unhealthy, and in addition to fever, small pox, and cholera, diarrhea July. 
and dysentery appeared, fever becoming very prevalent about the low country. | 


The health of the public continued very unsatisfactory during this month. Fever, which was very August. 
prevalent among the pioneers and other Government labourers stationed on the Kandy road, continued to 
extend, and cholera appeared in the town of Colombo in an epidemic form in Sea Street, introduced by 
pilgrims returning from St. Ann’s Church. Except the towns of Hambantotte and Trincomalie, every 
other station was visited with cholera, and at Jaffna small pox was again on the increase. 


Small pox was on the decline during this month at the several stations, and cholera and fevers were September. 
not so prevalent; a few cases which were reported as cholera in the Galle district were diseases caused 
by eating an unwholesome kind of fish. 


Although small pox and cholera had not subsided, yet the number of cases were few in the Island October. 
during this month; fevers were on the decline. , 


Colombo was not free from cholera during these months, though some of the other large towns were, November and 
It reappeared in the Colombo Hulfsdorp gaol about the latter part of December and continued to the December. 
middle of the month. There were 12 cases, and of these three died; small pox disappeared, there being 
no cases reported. An epidemic of dysentery occurred in the Willicadde gaol, but fortunately there 
were few deaths, the disease being treated promptly, and ineasures taken to remove the causes which 
led to it. It was attributed to the sudden change of temperature, and to prisoners being taken out of 
hot cells or rooms to the cold morning air. 


From the preceding observations on diseases which appeared during each month in the year it will 
appear that the Island had not been in such an unhealthy state for some years, as the drought was an 
unprecedented one. The fevers which broke out soon after the fall of rain afforded proofs of the effects 
of heat and moisture on decomposed animal and vegetable matter. 


The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 23. Encl. 6 in 
No. 23. 
CENTRAL ScHoot CoMMISSION.—REPORT. : 


The Central School Commission have the honour to submit to the Legislative Council their report 
for the past year (July 1, 1863-June 30, 1864). 


2. On the 31st December 1863 there were 109 Government schools in operation, which had on their Statistics of 
rolls at that date 5,748 pupils, with an average attendance during the year of 4,474. ‘This shows an education. 
increase of four schools and of 83 pupils as compared with the year 1862. 


3. The per-centage of scholars who, at the close of the year 1863, had attended the same Govern Period of 
ment school for periods varying from Jess than one year to more than five years, is as follows :— _ attendance. 


Less than one 
year. 


One year and less 


Two years and less 
than two years. 


Three years and less 
than three years. 


than four years. 


Four years and less 


Five years and 
than five years. 


upwards. 




















42-92 





21-92 12-84 | 9-39 7°18 | «615 


4. The following table shows the per-centage of children of the different ages from “ under five” to Age of pupils. 
“ over fifteen ” in the different classes of schools :—~ 
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Expenditure, 
1859-1863. 


Estimate for 
1865. 


School fees. 


Grants in aid, 
New schools. 


Prizes. 


Local exami- 
nation. 


Calcutta Uni- 
versity. 


Kandy girls’ 
school. 


Galle girls’ 
school. 


Colombo in- 


dustrial school. 
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Colombo Academy - | — — 32 96 1°25 2°25 7°39 13°18 | 16°08 | 36°01 
Superior schools - — 42 2°11 4°66 4°66 6°35 12°28 | 11°86 | 30°08 
English schools - 18 1°56 2°12 4°96 6°94 | 10°63 | 11°91 10°49 9°64 | 16°59 
Mixed schools - - +39 2°75 3°01 4°64 6°54 7°53 8°31 9°82 8°90 | 25°27 
Vernacular schools - °10 2°06 5°38 | 10°26 | 13°98 | 14°18 | 15°39 7°24 3°26 5°93 
Superior girls’ schools - | 2°16 | 7°83 8°13 | 7°81 | 10°56 | 10°29 | 11°92 8°94 2°98 1°89 
Mixed girls’ schools - 3°37 7°67 8°58 | 14°41 | 13°80 | 18°71 | 11°65 2°45 1°53 1°53 
Vernacular girls’ schools 2°79 | 11°53 | 10°49 | 15°38 | 14°65 | 20°98 | ll 893 8°04 1°05 1°05 °35 








Total - - 





127 | 8°38 | 6°36 | 14°21 


ee eee meer, nee eee See ER | ae TO. OEE nese) ReeSaeS Leer ae eae eaeeD 
5. The expenditure on account of education during the year 1863 amounted to 14,520/. 3s. 7d., 
showing an increase of 420/. 16s. 0}d. as compared with 1862, when the expenditure was 14,0992. 7s. 63d. 
This increase may be accounted for by the new schools opened during the year, and by the expenses 
attendant on a more frequent inspection of the more distant schools. 
6. The following table will show the amount voted and the amount expended on account of education 
during each of the last five years. 





Years. Voted. | Expended. 
£ 3s. d. £ os. d. 
1859 - ° ° 14,062 4 8 12,723 9 114 
1860 - : : 14,700 18 5° 13,365 2 4} 
1861 - - - 16,475 6 8 14,306 12 24 
1862 - : : 16,674 6 3 14,099 7 63 
1863 - - - 15,306 8 0 14,520 3 7 





7. The sum of 16,2987. 18s. 3d. was voted for the current year, and the educational estimate for 1865 
amounts to 17,1072. 4s. 11d. 

8. The amount realized by school fees 1863 was 2,2411. 4s. 8d., to which must be added 82. 9s. 63¢., 
being receipts on account of stationery, showing an increase in the receipts from schools in 1863, as 
compared with 1862, of 28/. 16s. 24d., and as compared with 1861 of 1732. 18s. 73d. 

9. The amount of grants made to private and other schools during the year 1868 is 754. 15s. 10d., 
exclusive of grants for books, maps, and furniture. ; ; 

10. Since the date of the last report a vernacular school for boys has been opened at Pattiwelle in 
the Western Province, and the girls’ school at Welligampitiya has been re-opened. 

11. The report of the examiners for the mathematical prize will be found in the Appendix ; the 
mathematical prize for this year has been gained by Mr. Annamalay of Jaffna. 

12. The Turnour prize for the current year was gained by Mr. W. N. Keith. 

13. The examiner’s report of the second local examination, held under the Government notification 
of the 26th November 1861, will be found in the Appendix. 

14. The result of the last examination at Queen’s College and the Colombo Academy, in connexion 
with the University of Calcutta, was as follows: Mr. C. Brito passed the examination for the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts, and of 13 candidates, prepared at the academy, for the entrance examination, 
two passed in the first division and eight in the second. ‘The senior Queen’s scholarship for the current 
year was awarded to Mr. I*. Beven. 

15. Miss Towell, having been appointed by the Secretary of State to the assistant teachership of the 
Kandy girls’ school, entered upon her duties in June 1864. 

16. In consequence of the sudden departure of the head teacher, Mrs. Clarke, from the Colony, the 
Galle girls’ school was closed for a few months; but upon the arrival, in May 1864, of Miss Grey, 
who had been appointed to the principalship of the Jaffna girls’ school, the Commission obtained the 
consent of the Government to her being detained in charge of the Galle school until relieved by Mrs. 
Clarke’s successor. 

17. A statement of the receipts and expenditure of the industrial school for the half year ending 
31st December 1863 will be found in the Appendix, and a full report of its operations by the inspector. 

18. The inspector’s reports with the accompanying tables give every information as to the state of 
the central, English, and mixed schools in all the provinces, except a portion to the central, which 
want of time prevented him from visiting. 

19. The thanks of the Commission are due to the sub-committees of Kandy, Galle, and other 
stations, and to several official and private superintendents for their valuable aid in reference to the 
schools in which they have respectively interested themselves. 

20. Financial and statistical returns, similar to those appended to the last report, will be found in 
the Appendices. 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 23. 


ReEvENvE ADMINISTRATION Report of the GovERNMENT AUENT for the WEsTERN Province for the 
Year 1864. 


The reports from the districts and corles during 1864 showed that notwithstanding the prevalence of 
drought and the diminution of the supplies of food by a failure of crops in the first quarter of the 
year, the public health was generally good, except in the towns, where, owing to the usual absence of 
Sanitary precautions and the influence of bad drainage and an extensive exposure, in the case of Colombo 
of the bed of the lake, the mortality from small-pox, cholera, and fever was considerable. 

The rains of the remainder of the year did much to repair the bad effects of the previous drought. The 
yee harvest yielded above an average crop, and there was a perceptible improvement in the health of 
the towns. 

Disease among cattle existed only partially in any of the districts. 

The population returns founded on the lists obtained from householders under the thoroughfares 
ordinance at the commencement of the present year give the following results, and show a slight increase 
on the preceding twelve months :— 


Males. Females. Total. 
1863 247,480 184,171 431,651 
1864 250,192 207,074 457,266 


for the district of Colombo, while the ordinary returns for Three and Four corles and Saffragam make 
the ea of those districts tor 1864, 190,144. 

There can be no doubt that the acquisition of money, facilities for which have been afforded by the 
employment of large numbers of persons on the railway, and on cocoa-nut and coffee plantations, has, 
by. inducing superior habits, and placing new comforts and better food within the reach at least of the 
inhabitants of the maritime districts, been highly favourable to the growth of the population. 

On the left bank of the Maha Oya from Girwella to the sea, where the felling of forests and the open- 
ing of cocoa-nut estates are progressing rapidly, the change of the natural features of the country is less 
remarkable than the substitution of a sound and comparatively active race of men for the fever stricken 
and helpless creatures who a very few years ago dragged out a miserable existence in that once 
malarious region. 

The deaths from small-pox and cholera were :— 


Small-pox  - ~ - - 7 - 46 
Cholera - - - = - 140 


The effect of the failure of the Maha crops on the revenue was a diminution of 5,494/. in comparison 
with 1863 in the collections from grain, but this was more than counterbalanced by augmentations 
from other sources, by which the revenue was raised to 19,535. above that of the preceding year. 

The land sales, while contributing 17,4710. of this excess, have had the beneficial effects of stimula- 
ting private industry by adding to the security of much property in the country hitherto held without 
any title. The following statement shows the extent of land disposed of by competitive sale, by 
purchases at half improved value, by purchases under the minute of 8th August 1844, and by certificates 
against the Crown :— 














———ee No. of lots. Extent. Amount realized. 
eRe s. d. 
Waste lands - . - - 753 14,160 2 35 | 29,847 4 6 
Lands sold at half improved value - 97 217 O 37 426 6 0 
Lands disposed of under the minute of 
Sth August 1844 - ° - 154 1,521 6 28 908 6 I14 
Lands in respect of which certificates 
against the Crown were allowed to 
parties in possession of them - 816 1129 3 13 — 





It is to be hoped that such unexpected success may induce the Government to greatly enlarge that 
staff of the surveyor general’s department until all the public property in the possession of private 
persons has been ascertained and satisfactorily disposed of, and an agricultural survey in some districts 
already considerably advanced should be sufficiently completed to admit of the introduction of a general 
land-tax, or if this be not found practicable, of such a system of commutation in respect of the tax on 
grain as shall neither compromise the interests of Government nor afford temptations of a demoralizing 
tendency to a people too ready to take advantage of every defect even in plans exclusively formed 
for their benefit. 

Fully one-third of the lands in the Alloot Coor corle, the undoubted property of the Crown, owing to 
the absence of a survey, was commuted in 1830 as belonging to private individuals, and recent surveys 
have proved that in almost every instance the extent of land was undervalued, so as to entail a further 
public loss by disproportioned assessment. 

The revenue from licences yielded 66,693/., derived principally from the licences for the retail and 
distillation of arrack. a _ 

The experiment of limiting the number of taverns in the district of Caltura, and within the town of 
Colombo, and selling the right of retail within them separately, instead of, as hitherto, including them 
in a single farm, beyond the means of more ~— a few wealthy individuals to purchase, has not dis- 
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appointed expectation, and I am sanguine that a still further reduction of taverns may be made 
without any injury to the revenue, and with good moral effect on the community. 

The quantity of arrack distilled during the year does not probably fall short of 150,000 gallons, the 
produce of 400 stills and 130,000 cocoa-nut trees. 

The exportation of this article amounted to 56,501 gallons, paying a duty of 1717. 11s. 11d., while the 
rest was consumed in the country. 

The licences on carts realized 2,758/., on carriages 1992, and on guns 234/. 9s. 6d. ; but there is a large 
evasion of registration both in respect of carts and guns in the rural districts from causes explained in 
former reports, and by the mercantile community. 

The royalty from plumbago declined from 1,272/. 10s. 2d. in 1863 to 1,075/ 12s. 9d. in 1864, partly in 
consequence of a decrease in the demand for the mineral, and partly in consequence of the sale of 
some of the most productive mines. Plumbago yielding lands have been sold from 60/.to 2007. an 
acre. . 

The annexed schedule will explain not only the present revenue of the province but the steady 
advance made in every branch of it during the past ten years. 

The cost of collection at the present moment does not exceed 5 per cent. of the amount collected, and 
I think there is every encouragement in this circumstance for the hope that a further judicious outlay 
on establishments would be attended with advantage. 

The protection of the public property in remote districts ought no longer to be committed to unpaid 
headmen. It is unreasonable to expect they should undergo the trouble and amount of labour and 
responsibility entailed by many of the duties they are called upon to perform, or support the odium, 
often taking the shape of persecution, of resisting encroachments on the interests of Government by their 
countrymen, without remuneration. The Crown forests alone would repay abundantly the expenditure 
necessary for their conservancy, and almost every minor source of income, for which we are now depen- 
dent on the zeal and honesty of native agents, would be rendered more productive. 

The liberal votes of the Legislature for the up-keep of the principal thoroughfares have prevented any 
complaints with regard to their condition, except in respect of the road from Negombo to Veyangodde, 
a part of which lying between Pattelegedere (a railway station) and the Kandy road was rendered im- 
passable for a time by the heavy traffic thrown upon it for railway purposes. A special grant has since 
removed this ground of complaint, and a coating of metal, which the road had not previously received, 
has rendered it perfectly practicable, and even a better road than it was before. 

The canal between Colombo and Caltura, owing to the slow progress in the construction of the 
revetment walls at Dehewelle is not always available for navigation. It would be extremely desirable that 
there should be no further delay in the completion of this work, which has now extended over many 
years, as both the revenue and private enterprise suffer by it. The toll farm of the portion of the canal 
near Dehewelle sold only for 225/., and the other tolls on the same canal have depreciated from the same 
cause. 

I have alluded in a former report to the possibility of shortening the distance by canal to Caltura at 
least twelve miles, by extending the canal communication with the Colombo Lake at the back of Colpetty 
about two miles, so as to form a junction with the canal at Dehewelle. The lake during floods might 
be scoured of its impurities by this channel, and the circuitous route by the St. Sebastian canal, Grand- 
pass, Ambitelenpahala and Cottah avoided. 

I believe there are few engineering difficulties in the way of this improvement, as the land is nearly 
altogether marshy, and where not marshy is either Government property or of so little value as to be 
procurable on moderate terms. 

I beg leave again to draw the attention of the Government to the necessity of completing the road 
from Ruanwelle to Ballapana, considering the importance of connecting the ‘Three and Four corles, and 
the former district with the railway station at Polgahawelle, and the claims of the people to have a 
communication permanently established, to which they have contributed in tolls for more than 30 years, 
and in labour under the thoroughfares ordinance for 16 years. 

The advanced state of the new road through Saffragam to Ouvah will admit of a part at least of the 
funds available for public works in the province being diverted to this useful purpose at an early 

eriod. 
. The other requirements of the province are a bridge at the Kuruganga on the Ratnapoora road, and 
another at Yatteantotte, on the road from Colombo to Ambeganwa, which will free two very useful roads 


from serious obstruction both during floods and at ordinary times. Both rivers have steep banks and 


are difficult of approach when only fordable, but during rains rise to such an extent and are so rapid 
as to be dangerous, 

It is probable that two of the iron lattice bridges in the store of the civil engineer and commissioner 
of roads, at a cost of 3,0002. each in the erection, could be applied effectually to remedy these defects, 
and that a third would still be available for the Kahawette river on the road from Pelmadulla to Rakwano, 
the sues of repeated representations jfrom the planters of the Colonna corle, and of reports from 
myself. 

The surveyor general is preparing a trace for a carriage road from the Gumegetheyna gap in Bulat- 
game to the Dickoya valley, which shall be an improvement on the present line, and afford a way of 
discharge for the increasing produce of the coffee estates in that locality. The district committee of 
Ratnapoora has in the meantime been authorized by the provincial committee to seek out a passage 
through the forests and high ground separating the Bagawantalawe plains from Ratnapoora, by which 
the upper estates which now extend to those plains shall have ready access to their nearest court house 
and market for supplies. 

The minor roads of the province have been kept up and improved at a cost of 5,3142 16s. 27d. These 
roads, originally made at a comparatively small expense, when once opened are so readily used for the 
transport by carriage of heavy goods and of goods previously carried on men’s shoulders, that the wear 
and tear would altogether absorb all the means at the command of the district committees to repair, but 
for the assistance derived from tolls established on the most frequented roads, which leaves at least a 
portion of the funds raised under the road ordinance available for the further development of the 
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country. The toll grants received during the past year amounted to 1,4612, and were applied to the 
urposes of the several roads on which they were levied. 

The most important of the minor works constructed in the same period was the Kospalankisse bridge, 
which cost 602/., and which to some extent replaces a ferry from which a revenue of 16/. per annum was 
derived. 

The construction of the bridge has depreciated the ferry, which was in existence before there was 
even a road, but the Government have declined to sanction the establishment of a toll on the bridge, 
notwithstanding that the latter would not fall on the foot passengers, who are now subject to a charge 
at the ferry, but be levied exclusively on carriages, which have hitherto from want of facilities never 
been conveyed across the water. 

The irrigation ordinance is in full operation in all parts of the Colombo district except in the Pasdoom 
corle, and is the means of securing all that combination of purpose and effort which the abolition of 
Rajekaria in 1832 helped to dissolve, and without which the cultivation of paddy becomes, if not 
impossible, at least difficult and unremunerative. 

No fresh works were undertaken under the ordinance with the aid of Government during the past 
year, the destruction of the Horena and Raygame tanks by floods having acted as a discouragement. 

The progress of vaccination since the passing of the Ordinance No. 9, of 1863, making it compulsory 
has been highly satisfactory. ‘The numbers vaccinated during the past year as compared wit those 
vaccinated in the year immediately preceding are 16,094, as against 16,221, notwithstanding a large 
decrease in the number of persons available for vaccination. 7 

The establishment of the principal civil medical officer for carrying out a system of vaccination 
organized by the board of health is in the best working order, and the only additional precaution 
against the sea of small-pox necessary is the erection of suitable buildings in the principal out sta- 
tions in which sporadic cases may be immediately treated, and houseless persons and strangers affected 
"with the disease may find a aa refuge. A temporary hospital erected after the appearance of an 
epidemic of small-pox scarcely meets the case, and necessitates a constantly recurring outlay, often 
when it is too late, by Government. 

The ordinance for the promotion of the public health, and the ordinance for the prevention of acci- 
dents from gunpowder, both important legislative measures, and called for by the circumstances of the 
country are inoperative from want of the machinery for carrying out their several provisions. 

Inspectors of nuisances and scavengers and slaughterhouses have yet to be provided to enable the 
board of health to enforce the byelaws which have obtained the sanction of Government in respect of 
the former ordinance, and public magazines in Colombo and at the out stations in respect of the 
latter. 

It appears to me that seeing the difficulty of meeting these and other similar requirements in con- 
sequence of the more urgent claims on the revenue for general purposes, the time has arrived when 
it might be desirable to reconsider the proposal which found favour with Sir George Anderson to call 
into existence a municipal organization for Colombo competent to deal with all purely local 
matters. 

The duty on carts plying within the town of Colombo and the assessment on houses were originally 
intended to provide the means of lighting the streets and keeping them in repair. These objects were 
relinquished after a considerable fund had been raised, and the assessment on houses was exclusively 
applied to the support of the police force. 

These taxes, which could be augmented by the imposition of higher rates, together with others 
derived from licences on trades, &c., are still available, and would with slight assistance from Govern- 
ment be found sufticient, under the management of a town council, not only for the maintenance of the 
police, but to the purposes of the two ordinances referred to, and for many projects of usefulness in 
the interest of the community which are not now entertained because under existing circumstances they 
are believed to be unattainable. 

The state of the lake of Colombo in connexion with the sewerage of the town has been often under 
the notice of Government, and a perusal of the reports of the several commissions appointed from time 
to time to suggest the means of improving it will show how much remains to be done to prevent that 
beautiful piece of water from becoming a source of disease and discomfort, instead of health and enjoy- 
ment to the people, owing to the filth of the town and of public and private necessaries built upon it 
being added to the deposits it naturally receives from the swamps in the neighbourhood. 

One of the first duties of a municipality would probably be to put a stop to this growing evil. In 
the meantime I beg again most respectfully to draw the attention of Government to the possibility, with 
prison labour, of partially arresting its progess by filling in those shallow parts of the lake adjoinin 
the rifle hospital, the rifle barracks, and the marandahn mosque, and directing the sewerage of the Pettah 
into the St. John’s river. 

This work was commenced under the authority of Government about August last and proved a very 
suitable employment as well as punishment for the prisoners, but was discontinued before it was finished 
by an order that the prisoners should be restored to the commissariat timber yard, to which they were 
lent about two years ago as a temporary expedient for resisting the claims of hired sawyers for increased 
wages. 

The only public buildings of importance undertaken or completed during the year are the girls’ 
school, a handsome and commodious structure in the neighbourhood of the Colombo cutcherry ; a new 
ward for the pauper hospital, rendering that admirably managed institution complete in every respect 
and a enclosure of a general cemetery which will probably be ready for use in the course of a fow 
weeks. 

Prospective provision was at the same time made for a jail at Cultura, a new wing to the lunatic 
asylum, much desired for the relief of some of the prisons in which insane persons are now very unsuit- 
ably accommodated, and for the entire renewal and enlargement of the Colombo acadamy. 

The following statement will show the amount expended on account of education in 1864 as com- 
pared with 1863, and the result in an increased number of pupils in the Government schools and a larger 
return in fees. ' 
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— Pen Expenditure. received 
£8... od. £ s. d. 
1863 - ° 3,001 8,438 12 2 1,497 10 10 
1864 - =. 3,483 9,206 5 74 | 1,589 18 10} 


The want of properly trained teachers appears to be the principal drawback to the system which in 
other respects is successfuly carried out by the central school commission. The abolition of the 
normal school in 1853 was a mistake which has been only patially remedied by the recent introduction 
of European masters in some of the principal schools. 

The reports of the assistant agents of Kaigalle and Ratnapoora on their respective districts are 
herewith forwarded, with such marginal remarks from myself as 1 considered called for. 

(Signed) C. P. Layanp, 


Government Agent’s Office, Colombo, May 23, 1865. Government Agent. 


Report of AssistaNT GOVERNMENT AGEXT of KaIGALLE, 1864. 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION REporRT. 


Tue public health during the 1st and 2nd quarters of the year was I regret to say unusually bad, 
The dry weather which generally prevails at the commencement of the year began early, ae | was 
continued until March and April, and this unusual season was marked by increased sickness and great 
mortality. Fever of a malignant type and dysentery raged in Four corles throughout the 2nd_ quarter, 
after which the public health began to mend. The mortality returns during that period were alarming ; 
it is estimated that upwards of 2,000 persons fell victims to the prevailing epidemic. I am happy to 
say that the public health is now completely restored, and the weather having been seasonable hitherto 
no return of the epidemic is this year anticipated. 

The grain crops could not fail to be affected by the unseasonable weather and the sickness of the 
inhabitants. ‘The Maha rents of 1864 showed (as anticipated by my predecessor) a very large falling 
off, and the whole fsa rents for the year exhibit a decrease of 2,037/. 0s. 7d. on those of 1863. It 
must be borne in mind, however, that the crops of 1863 were particularly good, and as I notice that good 
and bad crops in this district alternate yearly, I trust that the coming year will show a reverse statement, 
and I am encouraged in this hope by the fact that the Chenas and Mahas of 1865 have already borne 
large crops and have realized good prices. A statement showing the Paddy crops of the district for the 
last five years is under-written. 














Maha. Yalla. Chena. Total. 

Year. 

Extent. Amonnt. Extent. Amount. Extent. Amount. Extent. Amount. 

P. 8s. | £ sd Pr 8. £ os. d. P. 8B. £ s. d. P. 8. £ sa a 
1860 20,409 7 |2,382 1 4 1,047 8 132 3 10 4,646 17 810 10 11 26,103 8 {3,324 16 1 
1861 13,490 10 {1,255 16 7 8,477 16 868 3 4 4,048° 8 847 18 10 26,016 10 |2,971 18 9 
1862 23,321 17 {2,518 17 9 2,161 15 290 13 5 $3,335 21 532 7 4 28,819 5 {3,341 18 6 
1868 21,877 16 |3,279 4 8 7,708 4 /1,191 1 1 3,237 18 980 10 7 32,823 14 |5,450 16 4 
1864 19,366 13 |2,642 5 I 2,804 13 525 9 6 1,103 1 246 1 2 23,274 3 {3,413 15 9 
1865 21,588 4 |3,470 15 0 — — 2,701 14 850 10 O 24,289 18 /4,321 5 Of 








The coffee crops not being subject to the same influences as grain crops have not shared in their 
failure, but have been exceedingly abundant. The report of last year much understated the crop of the 
coffee district. On information from the best sources I find that whilst the crop actually sent down the 
Ootooankande road, (which road is the outlet of the Tumpalata or Dolosbagey district,) was in 1863-64 
(i.e. crop of 1863) about 14,000 cwts.; the crop of 1864 will reach at least 20,000 cwts., and the crop of 
1865 is estimated at 25,000 cwts. This increase is owing doubtless as well to alarger amount of land 
having been brought under cultivation as to fullness of crops, but both these depend to some measure 
on improved communication and facilities for procuring manures, and I cannot lose the opportunity of 
stating my conviction that Government as well as estate proprietors would derive benefit by the 
Aranaike road being continued to the Nartukande and Narangalle estate stores, as proposed by the 
planters. Much has I am aware already been done for these districts, and if the roads above mentioned, 
with a road from Mawanelle bridge to the proposed railway station at Muttupulia be undertaken the 
planters will have ample reason to be satisfied and grateful. 

The yield of “native coffee ” was as good as that of “plantation,” and large crops with high prices 
have combined to give an impetus to the cultivation of native gardens which promises to be serviceable 
to the interests of the district. | 

The Singhalese population of the distict, as shown by the division officers’ returns, would appear to 
be under 70,000, but this I feel sure is inaccurate, and that 80,000 is a more correct return. I have 
lately taken steps by which I hope a more complete check will be placed on the division officers and an 
accurate census obtained for 1865. 





* Already realized. 
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Seip es jr a ee 
—— 1863. 1864, | Increase. Decrease. 
a ee ee ge eg a en ee rer ee ag ee 
£s d £ os. d. £ os. d kad 
Arrears of Revenue - - . 96 2 8 170 11 10 74 9 lt ies 
Land Sales - - e * “ 275 O O 853 10 0O 578 10 0O aa 
Land Revenue - - . - 4,677 6 11 8,984 14 34 — 692 12 7} 
Rents exclusive of Land - - - 14,391 0 0 11,971 14 8 — 2419 5 4 
Vieeatea. ‘ é 2 2 5,083 18 0 5,989 3 0 905 5 0 — 
Fines and Forfeitures - - - 176 16 9 148 17 10 — 27 18 11 
Sale of Government Property - - 1 1 2 1 4 7 0 8 & = 
Reimbursements, &c. - = - 1111 1 5 5 4 — 6 5 9 
Interest - - - - - 49 17 5 82 ll 2 32 18 9 — 
Special Receipts - a - - 1719 6 615 0 — 1l 4 6 
24,780 13 6% 23,214 7 8 1,591 1 8 3,157 7 1% 
Add Amounts collected in Colombo = 4,898 6 7 6,283 4 5 1,834 17 1 coor 
£ 29,679 O 14 29,447 12 2} 2,925 19 24 8,157 7 1} 


The above is a statement of the revenue of the district (a small portion of which is paid into the 
Colombo cutcherry) collected during the year 1864. It shows a decrease of some 200/. on that of 1863, 
but this is owing principally to the failure of the Paddy crops and to some of the bridge rents being in 
arrear, the only items of increase worth mentioning being under the heads licences and land sales, 
and when it is remembered that the revenue collected in 1863 was upwards of 5,000/. in excess of 
previous years, the non-advance in 1864 will not be discouraging, more especially as I confidently 
estimate that the collections in 1865 will reach 33,000/. 

These two items do not appear in the revenue receipts, as the amounts although paid in at this 
cutcherry are remitted by dratts to the commissioner of stamps and postmaster general respectively, 
appearing in the local cash books here under the head drafts. 

e sale of stamps appears to have been slightly over 400/., whilst postage may be entered at 
851. 

The exertions made by my predecessor to clear off the old arrears so long outstanding in the district 
have not been relaxed, and I am glad to say have met with marked success. ‘The widow of the deceased 
Mahara Rattemahatmeya, who was at his death indebted to Government in the large sum of 1282 13s. 9d., 
for revenue collected and unaccounted for, has at last listened to reason and settled the account 
without extreme legal measures being nec other recoveries have been made, and permission of the 
secretary of state has been received to write off the exemptions to headmen amounting to 886l. 7s. 9d. 
The arrears of revenue have thus been reduced from 10874 12s. 7d. to 471, 19s. 6d. and 
the heading “arrears” will it is trusted ere 1866 cease to disfigure the annual statements of the 
district. 

The amount recovered on account of road ordinance funds in 1864 as per annexed statement 
amounts to 2,633¢. 9s. 9d., showing that a larger number of men have satisfie the tax than in any 
previous years, and this, considering the sickly state of the district at the time of the collections, is 








satisfactory as indicating that the system is now understood, though I am far. from considering that it 
is yet thoroughly and properly worked by the division officers. . 
— | 1863. | 1864. 
d. d 
Amount recovered at 2s. 3d. - 3 9 
Do. at 2s. 9d. - 47 3 38 35 9 6 
Do. e at 4s. 6d. - 615 0O 16 4 0 
Arrears of previous years re- 
covered*® - - - 675 15 3 420 1l 6 
9 9 


It has beena matter of very great regret to me that the proposed commutation ordinance submitted 
to my predecessor for report has not been padi before the council. The benefits of the commuta- 


tion system over that of renting greatare so and to me apparently so clear that I cannot understand 
the policy that would continue the latter. There is but one feeling amongst the natives, and that is in 
favour of commutation, and it is impossible to be an agent in carrying out the renting system without 
endorsing the opinion of the Queen’s advocate, that “the evils arising from the renting system are 
‘< great, that it exposes the natives to much oppression, and that it exercises a demoralizing influence 
‘+ upon them,” and I would add as a consequence “is the cause of a very great proportion of the 


‘© litigation of the country.” 
The great work of the railway is progressing; the lands required for its construction have been 


assessed and taken over, and it is confidently hoped that the line will be opened to the village of 


Meeregame, on the boundary of the district, by the end of June 1865. I refrain from any lengthened 
reference to the benefits likely to accrue to this district from this work, as it is one of such magnitude 
and importance that its results must already have been well considered by every member of the 
Government. 

The two dia oo roads of the district, viz., the Kandy main road and the road from Ambegamova to 
Airsawelle, have been throughout the year in excellent order. | 


* The decrease under this head is a favourable sign. 
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Complaints have however been made of the state of the branch road from Ootooankade to Aranaike, 
cart hire upon which-has been at the rate of 1s. 14d. per bushel to Colombo, at which rate transport 
can generally be obtained from Kotmalie or Pusellave nearly double the distance. The road from 
Ruawelle to Balapany also has been quite impassable except in the driest seasons ; a few pounds spent 
in bridging the streams and blasting a few of the large stones on this road would render it tolerably 
passable, and the benefit to the inhabitants of Three corles would be very great. The district of 
Three corles has been much neglected, and I consider this work should engage the early attention of 
Crovernment. 

A new principal road is in course of construction fom Warakapolle to the railway station at 
Mcereegame, and it is hoped that other branch roads to the stations at Polgahawelle and Muttupulia 
will be commenced in the course of the current year. ‘The intersection of the district by these feeders 
of traflic for the railway cannot but prove of invaluable service, and if the minor roads radiating to the 
same centres be brought into and kept in serviceable order the district may congratulate itself on being 
one of the best roaded in the island. 

The roads from Ruanwelle to Warakapolle, and from Karandepone to Muttupulia, as two of the 
minor “feeders” above alluded to, have received the attention of the district committee, and 
the work on each has progressed satisfactorily. The important road from Gollehelle to Polgahawelle, 
has been left unworked upon, as the road has lately been retraced, and it was felt that to spend the 
small sums available in the district road committee, if the road was to be made a principal road, was but 
wasting funds which, even if the road was not thus transferred, could be spent to greater advantage here- 
after. ‘The other roads of the district have all received attention in their turn, and as the labour 
procurable permitted ; but the great rise in the price of labour (though of benefit to the district im 
many respects) has had the effect of keeping back work upon the roads. No workman is willing to 
give his labour to the committee for 8d., when he can readily obtain 1s. on estates or the railway, or if a 
skilled labourer 1s. 3d. to 2s. on the latter work. 

These high wages are tempting the Singhalese to overcome their indolent habits, and they are now 
seeking employment both on estates and on the railway in a manner which astonishes those acquainted 
with their usually lazy nature. It is matter for congratulation that they can be brought to take to 
honest labour of any description, as it must tend to lessen the opportunity and thus eventually the love 
of litigation which unhappily so broadly characterizes the entire race. 

No public works beyond roads have been undertaken in this district during the year, and the only 
one provided for in the estimates of 1865 is an Episcopal church to which the European and native 
Protestant community have subscribed a moiety of the cost. 

I cannot but regret that the finances did not permit of a vote being taken in the Supply Bill for 1865 
for the construction of a set of decent buildings for the transaction of business at this station. The 
public offices are totally unfitted for their intended purposes ; and loss of documents, time, and patience 
are but a few of the evils consequent on the bad and insutlicient accommodation provided. I earnestly 
hope that in the “Surplus Fund Ordinance,” which I hear is in contemplation, that consideration will 
be given to the very large revenue derived from this district, and that provision will be made to secure 
suitable offices wherein to conduct the public business and to preserve the records of the several 
departments. 

l cannot report more satisfactorily of the progress made in the working of this ordinance than did 
my predecessors, Messrs. Sharpe and Dickson. In 1863, 139 marriages were registered, whilst in 1864 
the number was but 74. Against this the headmen report in 1863 no less than 889, and in 1864, 643 
unions according to ancient custom. 

The evil effect of this state of things, if continued, cannot be exaggerated. In the next generation 
nine-tenths of the population will be bastards, and the law courts will be overwhelmed with disputes 
regarding succession to lands, and with the investigation of crimes attendant and consequent on such 
disputes. ‘There is no disguising the fact that, however desirable and praiseworthy its object may have 
been, the ordinance was prematurely introduced; that the people were unprepared for a measure 
requiring a far greater amount of civilization than they had (at least so far as the natives of this 
district are concerned); the ordinance was introduced without their wishes on the question being 
ascertained. 


They are now, female as well as male, directly and almost universally opposed to it, and prefer to 
regulate their marriage unions according to their own wishes and to ancient custom gifting and bequeath- 
ing their lands to their offspring by deed, so as to secure them against the operation of the ordinance) 
rather than by conforming to the new law to bind themselves to a life-long union, which if sometimes 
found insupportable in Christian and civilized societies, must far oftener prove intolerable and hateful 
in semi-barbarous and heathen communities totally unaccustomed to social restraint or to moral 
influences. 


Meetings were held this year in Udoone and Kitoolgalle Palates, and the districts of Lower 
Bulatgame have been brought under the operation of the ordinance. 


Without wishing in any way to detract from the merits of an ordinance which to my personal know- 
ledge works so well and admirably in the wilder districts of the island where crops are dependent on 
irrigation, I must record my opinion that its advantages do not appear to be so great or to be so well 
appreciated in a district such as Four corles. 


But few fields are irrigated, hence regulations regarding water supply are hardly required. Wild 
beasts do not disturb cultivation, and so slight a fence is required to prevent cattle trespass, that rules 
for fencing and mutual protection of crops are almost unnecessary, whilst on the more important 
questions of boundary cutting and encroachment parties generally prefer to seek their remedy at 
common law to evoking the aid of village councils presided over by native headmen. 


This year has brought the long looked for increase of pay to the clerks and subordinate officers of 
Government, and it is to be hoped will make these appointments more valued by the present holders, 
and more sought after by the class which fill them. 1 cannot disguise the fact that much and I think 
reasonable dissatisfaction exists, that whilst the work and responsibility at this station is s0 much greater 
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than at the sister district Ratnapoora, the establishment should be inferior both in number and in 
classification. 

In my judicial administration report, copy of which I annex, I have referred to the very great incon- 
venience which is occasioned to suitors and others by the combination of revenue and judicial duties 
under one officer. As revenue officer, I would request a thorough consideration of the duties devolving 
on the assistant agent of this station, and a comparison of those duties with the like at Manaar, Anara- 
dhapoora, Ratnapoora, Batticaloa, and Badulla, all of which are appointments of 8007. each, and the two 
latter of which are unencumbered with judicial duties. Under every principal head of revenue the 
receipts at Kaigalle are far larger than that of any of the above-named stations, putting aside rents and 
licences as beyond reference. Land revenue (a fair criterion of the wealth and resources of a district) 
greatly exceeds that of the others, whilst the total revenue is, I believe, greater than double that of the 
next highest in the list. : 

‘The population again is equal to that of Badulla, and greater than that of the other districts. 

I believe also that the work in any and all of the under-mentioned revenue offices which are held by 
the assistant agent, viz. Deputy Fiscal, Chairman, District Road Committee, Deputy Postmaster- 
General, will be found greater at Kaigalle; indeed by whatever standard the relative importance of the 
several districts is measured, Kaigalle will be found to be pre-eminent. 

I would then ask the Government to consider whether the proper performance of these several duties 
would not fairly occupy and require the time and attention of any one man, without the addition of 
heavy judicial work. 

The judicial work is admitted to be heavy, and, if comparison with other stations be any criterion, is 
in itself enough for any one officer. 

The result of this combination of offices and overburden of work is that the officer in charge is unable 
to do justice to any one department over which he presides, and though by unceasing exertion and toil 
he may succeed in carrying on the duties, yet he cannot do so satisfactorily to himself or with advan- 
tage to the people. With an increasing revenue already reaching the large sum of 30,0001, it appears 
somewhat strange that the expenditure on revenue and judicial establishments, &c. should be less than 
is vouchsafed to districts far below it in point of importance. 

A very small increase of a few hundred pounds yearly to the expenditure would admit of the revenue 
and judicial duties being separated, and an additional officer being appointed, and until such step is 
taken I maintain that the administration of Government in the district cannot be thoroughly and 
efiiciently carried out. By such a division of duty the assistant agent would be enabled to devote his 
attention to the best interests of his district, the social and moral condition of the people would be 
improved, the public monies more carefully expended, and the revenue protected and increased. 

I am able to make these observations with better grace than 1 otherwise could, as I am shortly to be 
relieved of the charge of the district, and can, therefore, have no persona! motive in wishing to magnify 
or decrease the labour devolving on the officer in charge. I again repeat that although one officer has 
hitherto and may (if obliged) continue for some time to perform the double duties, yet that he cannot 
do so with justice to the people, satisfactorily to himself, or with credit to the Government. 

(Signed) F. R. Saunpers, A.G.A. 

Assistant Agent’s Office, 

Kaigalle, February 28, 1865. 





Report own THE District OF SAFFRAGAM FOR 1864. 


In framing a report on the district of Saffragam I am placed at great disadvantage owing to the short 
time I have had charge of the district, and to the entire absence of all returns in the othces here, 
statistical or comparative, for the last few years. 

I must, therefore, crave the indulgence of his Excellency the Governor if this report is meagre and 
defective, but I will endeavour in it to show what appear to me to be the most pressing wants of the 
district, and the means of mecting those wants. 

e revenue district of Saffragam comprises the old Dissavony of that name, as held under the 
Kandyan Government. 

It is bounded on the north by the “Three Corles” of Kaigalle district, “ Ambegamua,” or “ Uda 
Bulatgame ” of Kandy district, and Uda Palata of Ouvah; on the east by the “ Bintenne,” or low-lying 
lands of Ouvah; on the south by “ Giraway Pattoo” of Hambantotte, “ Morowe Corle ” of Matura, and 
** Gangabodde Pattoo ” of Galle district ; and on the west by the “ Pasdoon,” “Rygam,” and “ Hewagam 
Corles ” of Colombo district. 

If perfectly straight lines from Ratnapoora be drawn on all four sides, its northern limit is 9 miles, 
eastern 23, southern 19, and western 10 miles distant. 

But by the roads the limit towards Badulla, near “ Kalupahane,” on the Happootellc line, is distant 
44 miles towards Hambantotte at ‘ Bedegantotte ;” on the Wallaway river, 57 miles; on the road to 
Pantura at “ Nambapine” on the Kaluganga, 17 miles; on the road to Colombo at “ Gattehetta,” 24 
miles ; and on the bridle path to Caltura by Agelawatte, 26 miles. The boundary towards Galle is at 
the ‘ Haycock,” close to which the Gindura is navigable from Galle, and this point is distant by an old 
footpath about 40 miles, of which 26 are practicable for a horse. 

he district is divided into seven Corles, and these are again sub-divided into 19 Pattoos or Palatas, 
as under, viz. :— 
1. Kurewitte Corle - - Palle Patto. 
Medde Pattoo. 
Ude Pattoo. 


2. Nawedoon Corle - - - Three Pattoos, as above. 
8. Kukul Corle - = - The same. 
4. Attecalan Corle - - - Pannil Pattoo. 


Kandewel and Tambegam Pattoo, . 
Mede Pattoo. 
5. Colonna Corle — - - - Diapotegam Pattoo. 
Colonnagam Pattoo. 
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6. Mede Corle - - - Helanda Palata. 
Helapalle Palata. 

7. Cadawette Corle - - - Talapitagam Pattoo. 
Udunakgam Pattoo. 


The revenue headmen of the district consist of four Ratamahatmayas, who preside over Kuruwitte 
Corle, Nawedoon and Kukul, Attakalan and Colonna, Mede and Cadawete Corles. 

And subordinate to these chiefs are seven coralles, one for each corle, and under the coralles 18 
mohandirams, being one for each pattoo, except Candewel and Tambegam pattoos of Atacalan Corle, 
which are united under one mohandiram. 

The population of a district must be considered as the ground work for all statistical inquiry 
regarding it, and it is much to be regretted that no reliable information on this head exists anywhere in 
the Island. 

The headmen’s returns give the native population of the district as 71,342, being 38,900 males, and 
$2,442 females; to be added to this are 19 Europeans, $0 European descendants, and 168 foreign 
orientals. 

The return of Europeans is defective in the first place, as there are 32 in the district. 

The returns of orientals (foreign) must likewise be very incorrect, since there cannot be less than 
1,500 Tamil labourers employed on the coffee estates in Saffragam. 

I have little doubt that the native population is much more than is given by the returns. The 
number of males between the ages of 18 and 55 available under the Road Ordinance are 18,983, and 
taking this at one-fifth of the population, the usual calculation, the inhabitants of the district would be 
94,915 10 number. 

There can be no doubt that the “numbering of the people,” as stated by the late Governor in his 
Despatch of lst February 1861, has been hitherto a matter of some difficulty and delicacy among 
eastern nations, but I venture to record my belief that no reasons now exist for its being considered so 
in Ceylon, and I should be quite ready, if allowed, to conduct a census of this or any other district, with 
the full persuasion that it could be carried out without the least opposition, and with very tolerable 
accuracy. 

The native inhabitants of the district are essentially Kandyans, as the whole of Saffragam was 
always an integral part of that kingdom ; but from their proximity to the maritime provinces they have 
adopted many of the habits and customs of the latter people, particularly as respects dress. They are, 
however, governed by Kandyan law, as far as regards inheritance, and all such matters, as it affects in 
other parts of the Island. There are many Moor and Chetty traders scattered through the district, 
and one native village of Moormen introduced during the Kandyan rule. | 

The coffee estates, which are daily increasing in importance, are worked principally by coast 
labourers ; but in felling, and all the preliminary operations of an estate, the people of the district are 
found to be most useful, and readily available, while numbers of them yearly emigrate to estates in all 
parts of the Island for similar employment. 

Coffee cultivation is now carried on in four distinct portions of the district. 

1. The Rakwane district, in which I include the new tracts at Gongalle, adjoining the Morowe Corle. 
There are here 36 different purchases, all of which are under or in process of cultivation, and their 

roduce is estimated at 36,000 cwts. in 1866. Close to them, and adjoining the Morowe Corle, seven 
ots were sold a few days ago at very good prices, and numerous applications for fresh land in that 
neighbourhood have been already made, while others are eontem plated. 

2. The Bagawantalawe district, adjoming the Dick Oya valley of Ambegamua. Here, out of 30 
lots, 29 have been purchased, and two-thirds at least have been cleared, while many are already planted. 

8. Balangode district. ‘There are six estates here, but I do not consider any of them as promising 
as those in the other districts. 

4, A few new estates are being opened in continuation of the Happootelle line within the limits of 
Saffragam, but as yet, though cleared, they are not planted. 

The district is now well provided with lines of internal communication. The road from Colombo 
via Avisahawelle enters Saffragam at the 33rd mile post from Colombo, and passes through the centre 
of the Kuriwitte Corle to the town of Ratnapoora, which is situated on the banks of the Kalnganga, 
a navigable river at all seasons from Caltura, and by means of the canal from Colombo. 

Crossing the Kaluganga at the town, the road runs to Tirewanekettia, a village on the Wey Oya, a 
tributary stream to the Kaluganga, and the highest navigable point. Here may be said to commence 
the new Happootelle road, which has been remarkably well executed, and is now open for cart traffic to 
Kalupahane, within three miles of Haldemulle in the centre of the estates. 

At Pelmadulla, on this line, 11 miles from Ratnapoora, a branch road runs to Rakwane, and is 
practicable for carts to the foot of the estates. 

A minor road has been traced to the furthest estate at Gongalle, and another branches off from it 
(both passable for horses) to Oorabokka in the Morowa Corle, six miles from our limit. 

Another bridle road leads off at Madampe on the Rakwane line towards Hambantotte, and is joined 
by a branch from Balangode, both passable for a horse throughout. 

The district road committee has just commenced a trace from the same spot on the Rakwane line, 
Madampe, to join the Happootelle road at Openaike. 

It is also re-opening Mr. Shand’s original trace from Tirewanekettia on the left bank of the Wey 
Oya, to join the present line at Madampe. 

An excellent trace was made for the late Sir H. Ward from Bilhool Oya on the Happootelle road, 
through the Horton plains to Nuwera Ellia, It is in first-rate order for a horse as far as Gallegame 
Rest house, five miles from the high road; but beyond to Horton plains requires a good deal of repair 
before it can be used as a bridle road. 

To Boltumbe from the high road at Balangode, a good bridle path exists, opened some years ago by 
the district road committee. From this village a footpath about ten miles long leads you over the 
range into Bagawantalawe, and another foot path strikes to the left, leading to the abandoned coffee 
estates at Bambrebotua, to which place the district road committee have lately been reopening the 
trace from Ratnapoora, made at great expense by the planters, with some aid from Government, in 1849. 
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From the point C on this line, I believe an excellent trace may be obtained to Bagawantalawe, and I 
am ary desirous it should be examined before any decision as to the outlet of the Dick Oya valley is 
decided upon. 

It is also expedient that the country between the Bagawantalawe Patua and Boltumbe be likewise 
examined; for if the line by Bambrebotua be not practicable at a moderate length, there can, I think, 
exist no doubt that a road can be led without difficulty over the range at Deteniagalle joining the 
Happootelle road at Balangode, 26 miles from water carriage. 

This outlet may not be quite as pleasing to the gentlemen holding land near Dick Oya, but it will be 
far more practicable for those near the Patua, and we must look to the possibility ofa further opening 
a land in the forests of the Maskelya valley, and the ranges westward from the Patna towards the 

eak, 

This old road to the Bambrebotua estates is common for five miles with that to the Peak, a line 
traced and opened some years ago as far as the royal village of Gillemalle, but having been allowed to 
fall into disrepair, it became much overgrown, and impassable for a horse. It has just been reopened for 
bridle traffic as far as Gillemalle. 

From Ratnapoora a bridle path was traced years ago towards Caltura, through the Kukul Corle; but 
though opened on the other side into that corle, and at this end for about six miles, upwards of 10 
miles were left untouched in the middle. This is now being cleared, and from it I hope ere long to 
have two lines passable for horses leading north and south through the Kukul Corle, with a third con- 
necting that corle and the coffee estates at Rakwane. 

Some few months ago I paid a visit to that corle, entering it on the Kaluganga at Nambapane, and 
passing up the line No. 13 and down No. 14 I made my way by a foot path towards the Haycoch. I 
was astonished to find that no agent had passed beyond Delgode D since Mr. Forbes in 1819, and that 
on the line No. , which route I afterwards took, and which lay through several fine villages, no agent 
had travelled since the British accession. I mention this to show how essential it is those districts 
should be opened out, and I think, considering the large extent of bridle paths we are opening in the 
district, we ought to receive a larger share of the Government grant in aid of minor works from which 
we derive no benefit, except in the shape of a supply of tools. tases 

From Ratnapoora along the banks of the Kaluganga a road runs to Pantura, the ancient line of com- 
munication with the maritime provinces. It is open from Pantura and Caltura for carts to Nambapane ; 
and the district road committee have on this side opened and bridged for cart traffic about six miles, 
but it is quite out of our power to continue the execution of it except as a bridle path, with the means 
at our disposal. I consider it a most useful line, and a grant from Government to complete its opening 
would be very well bestowed. 

Half way from Ratnapoora to Nambapana, a bridle path leads to the Colombo road at Talavitia, and 
this completes the various means of communication in the district. 

I append to this report a map showing all these lines of road, both principal and minor. The survey 
is not yet complete of all the minor roads, but as a person is engaged at this work, I hope by the middle 
of the year to have the whole of them properly laid down on the ay 

I confess, however, I despair of seeing much more laid down on the map than these roads, which are 
being done by a private surveyor at the expense of the district committee. Since the reduction of the 
Survey department in 1861, the constant demand for surveyors by assistant agents has been generally 
refused. { may be considered too obstinate in pertinaciously repeating my applications for the aid of 
these officers, but I believe I am only doing my duty in continuing, on every opportunity afforded me, 
to impress upon the Government the evils of the policy, as I venture to view them, which dictated the 
reduction of that useful department. 

Most truly did the late Sir H. Ward remark, in his address to Council in 1858, that ‘even the large 
<‘ addition made to the Survey department would hardly keep pace with the wants of the Colony, and 
** certainly not exceed them, for the next 20 years.” 

Applications for land from natives in every portion of the district are lying unattended to ; numerous 
paddy fields, declared Crown property, and which would be eagerly purchased at high rates, cannot be 
sold because unsurveyed ; large tracts of forest, applied for by European planters, remain untouched ; 
while native squatters are encroaching on Crown lands along all the lines of road, with every probability 
of having acquired a title by prescription before it is in the power of the assistant agent to eject them. 

I have no doubt whatever that a surveyor, attending only to native applications and claims, and 
costing with his 10 coolies about 4002. a year, would prepare sufficient lands for the next three years to 
realize, by the purchase money alone, exclusive of fees, 3,000/. a year. 

But what is this view, as to whether it will pay or not, compared with the social benefits which must 
result from surveys, from settlements of native a ia and the means thus afforded to the industrious 
portion of the people of providing themselves with land, and cultivating paddy, coffee, and other new 
aug payne pr uctions of the soil ? 

e people of this district and generally of the whole Island are purely agricultural, and the com- 
plete uncertainty which exists as to the tenure of lands which they claim, aud which, subject as they 
are to a grain tax, may be taxed by one assistant agent as private, and by another as public 
propery: is utterly fatal to all improvement on the part of the people, and to all confidence in the 
ruling power. 

Is SH possible to devise any more effectual bar to all improvement than for the Crown, which here 
owns all lands worth having, to forbid, as it does most properly, all squatting on its domain, and yet to 
withhold those lands from persons who are anxious to purchase and improve them? 

All this is generally acknowledged in theory, and the Legislative Council in addressing the Governor 
in 1855, recorded their belief that “too much importance could hardly be attached to the question of 
“ rendering available to the native inhabitants, lands which are suited for the purpose.” 

But in practice it is very different. The department has been reduced, and all the applications of 
the agents for extra surveying officers are met with a refusal. 

Nothing is, nothing can possibly be, more discouraging to a public servant, entrusted with the well- 
being of a district, and who desires its progress, and the development of its material prosperity, than 
to see those desires thwarted, and all chance of improvement denied to the industrious portion of the 
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people under him, because the Government will not incur a trifling expenditure, an expenditure which 
would be returned to it five-fold within the year. 

I do not urge this point because the Survey department is any hobby of my own, but because I have 
lived 18 years as a public servant in this Colony ; because I have seen the ruin caused by the policy I 
deprecate before the increase to the department in 1855, and the material improvements caused by the 
ready acquirement of land in previously neglected districts ; because I know intimately the native 
language, and therefore have been able to learn the feelings of the people from themselves on the 
subject ; and because I believe it is our duty to act as a paternal Government, and to afford the people 
entrusted to our charge the means of improvement when they are powerless without our aid. 

‘Land sales ” in this district realized last year 12,9162, exclusive of fees, and already this year have 
reached 3,500/. It is true that an officer is still employed preparing forest land for European applicants 
at Gongalle, near the Morowe Corle, but I can obtain no favourable reply to my demands for one to 
attend to native claims, and a gentleman who was employed in surveying Temple aad and who as he 
came across them could take up a few cases, has just been withdrawn to take levels at Dewitorre in 
the Galle district. 

As without a surveyor I am powerless to settle the title of the Crown, where it is disputed, I may 
properly turn here to consider the “tenure of land” in this district, and the manner in which the 
rights of the Crown are as I believe, habitually disregarded. 

There are several royal villages or “ Gabadagamas”’ in the district, where, though the tenants have 
a parveny right to certain of the lands, the rest were held in “ Anda” or “ Ninda” under the Crown, 
the “ Anda” paying one-half share, and the “ Ninda” lands being cultivated gratuitously by the 
tenants, giving the whole produce to the royal granary. 

In many of these villages I am convinced these lands have been usurped by the more influential 
families, and often by the descendants of the “ Vidahus,” or village headmen, who held and managed 
the villages for the king. 

Numerous shares or “ Panguas” were held by certain castes, for peculiar services, and where these 
castes have died out, or left the villages, the Jands would at once revert to the Crown or the landlord 
of the village. I believe that in all the “Gabadagamas” in this district, numerous “ Panguas” have 
thus reverted, but been taken wrongful possession of by the village headmen or others. 

My time has been too much occupied with various duties to have been able to make any full and 
conclusive inquiries into these matters, but from investigations at Gillimalle, a large royal village, I 
ascertained that several of these service “ Panguas” were held by the family of the “ Mudaly ” of the 
village, though they had all of them indubitably lapsed to the Crown, by failure of heirs, and being a 
“royal village” could not by any process of reasoning lapse to the mere village headmen, who I also 
discovered had for years past exacted the same services from the tenants as he would have done had 
it been his own “ Nindagama.” 

I hope to be able to spare a week ere long for completing the inquiries at this village, and I feel 
quite sure the result will show that such investigations are needed in every one of the royal villages of 
the district. 

As at present advised I doubt if the high lands in a Gabadagama could be alienated by the tenants, 
and I am quite certain “forest” could not be claimed by them. But at ‘“‘ Keudangomna” on the 
Colombo road, and ‘ Balangodde” on the Happootella road, both of which are royal villages, valuable 
high land on either side of the road is being sold by the inhabitants, and several acres at the latter 
village is claimed by Mr. Power, the late assistant agent, as purchased from a relative of the 
Ratamahatmayas. 

The tenants in these royal villages were bound to perform certain services to the Crown, which by 
the Order in Council of 12th of April 1832 were specially reserved, as were those in Temple 
villages, and in the Nindagamas of private proprietors. ‘These latter, to this day, perform services to 
their chiefs and hkewise pay ;', tax on the grain grown by them. But the tenants of the 
“‘Gabadagamas” perform no service, and simply pay the same tax. I doubt the wisdom of this 
arrangement, and consider that the services due by ier to the Crown should be commuted by a money 
payment. But I can see no possible objection, if we do not do this, in requiring them to improve their 
lands by making proper water channels, and regularly irrigating them. 

The village of “ Gillimalle,” referred to before, attords peculiar facilities for irrigation, and if a dam 
were built across one of the streams there at least 200 amonams could be regularly cultivated. This 
scheme was proposed by Messrs. Mooyaart and Power on more than one occasion, and Mr. Power 
suggested the employment of the tenants on it, as they were liable to service on account of the lands 
they held, ‘Che Government Agent, however, I believe considered such a suggestion impracticable, 
but I would respectfully submit that I concur in Mr. Power’s view, and that as these services were 
specially retained when compulsory service generally was abolished, we have a right to require them, 
the more especially when the result of their labour would be to materially benefit themselves. 

The Surveyor-General was good enough to lend me the services of Mr. O’Dowd to take the levels of 
this particular water-course, and I shall be able, as soon as I get the plans, to submit an estimate for 
the dam, when I shall propose that the earthwork, and all unskilled labour, be performed by the 
inhabitants of the village who are tenants cf the Crown. 

Some of the finest villages of the district are held on this tenure, and as regards those which we find 
entered in the old “ Lecamitiyas”” there can be no doubt. Many others however are claimed as 
“ Nindagamas ” on false ‘Sannases” or ‘ Seetoos,” which are not so entered, and these need careful 


inquiry. 

But inqiiry is necessary in every “ Nindagama,” as the proprietors give certain boundaries containing 
many square miles, claiming every thing within them, fields, chenas, gardens, and forest. On inquiry 
it will be found that the “Sannas” only recites a certain number of “amonams” of mud land, and 
gives “the high land dwelling gardens, and trees” within the limits, sometimes not even naming the 
“trees.” 

I have every reason to believe that “forest” never was given, or intended to be given by the late king, 
but at all events in the case of every one of these “ Nindagamas,” a full inquiry should be made, and 


- a decision one way or the other arrived at. 
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In the village of “Dodampe” no less than 300 valuable trees were cut some time ago by low country 
Singhalese with the permission of the proprietor, who received about 1s. Gd. a tree. Though I pro- 
hibited the cutting of any more trees till 1 was able to decide the proprictor’s title, an application was 
made to me a few days ago to pass another 400 trees felled in the same village, which is situated on the 
banks of the Kaluganga. 

In the village ‘“ Galpaya,” on the strength of Seetoos for 24 amonams of mud land, no less than 21 
square miles are claimed. 

In Colonna Corle upwards of nine square miles of forest and chena ae claimed as appurtenances 
of about one amonam of mud land in a neighbouring village. 

In the village of “ Delwala,” the proprietor claims on his own behalf and that of his tenants a very 
large extent of forest, 30 amonams of fields, with 10 amonams of “owittes,” and chenas innumer- 
able, while by the old ‘ Lecamitiyas,” we find only 9 amonams of fields, clearly showing that much ef 
the present cultivation must have been aswedumised from Crown land. 

But the inquiries needed in the above two classes of villages are nothing compared with what is 
required generally. 

I do not think, from what I have seen, that we have to apprehend very large encroachments in paddy 
fields, and as regards them we have certain guides in the registers made in 1832 for commutation, the 
subsequent registers, and the “ Hee Lecammitiya,” which was completed about five years before the 
British accession. In this “ Hee Lecammitiya,” the Kandyans place the most implicit confidence, and 
the fact of a “ Pangua” being there registered as belonging to one family, while it is now held by 
another, would, unless the latter could show his title, be considered conclusive proof of its having 
become “ Malepatu,” or the property of the Crown, as all lands do on failure of heirs. 

The necessity for inquiry as regards high lands is daily becoming more and more urgently necessary. 
It is impossible for me to describe the destruction of forest which must have taken place during the 
last 40 years. 


In 1821 it was brought to the notice of the agents of Government by Mr. Lusignan, who on the 
18th July 1821, addressed the Kandyan board of commissioners on the subject, and prohibited the 
cutting of any new jungles without a written permission. 


As a general rule, there can be no doubt whatever that every field has an appurtenance of owitte, 
and of chena, or high land used for that purpose. ‘The people of this district however have grown into 
the habit of claiming as their “parveny” property, not the fair appurtenances of the fields, but the 
entire high land, chena, or forest within the limits of the village. 


Mr. Price, as far back as 1843, brought this to the notice of the Government agent, and then stated 
that he believed the cutting in forest was not extensive, and had been checked since that date. I have 
no doubt, from what I have seen on my tours through the district, wholesale forest clearmg has been 
extensively practised, and is still carried on whenever an opportunity offers in places which the agent is 
not likely to visit. In 1862 and 1863 upwards of 100 acres of fine virgin forest were cleared in different 
places in Colonna Corle, principally by ‘“Gireway Pattoo” people, giving a share to owners of paddy 
fields in the village, who had the impudence to claim the forests before me as their parveny property, 
and to tell me, while standing in the very forest itself, that it had been cleared every 10 years since 
they could recollect. 

If these high lands are cultivated with paddy or “ Ellwee,” they pay a tax of 5, as private lands, 
but if fine grain be sown upon them no tax 1s levied. 

And it is to this non-taxation of all fine graincrops that I attribute much of the wholesale destruction 
of forest by chena cutting which has gone on in this district for years, and which led Sir H. Ward, in 
his visit in 1858, to remark “ the country has been chenaed up to the top of the highest hills ; a foolish 
*< and short-sighted practice which must long prove a bar to improvement ;” and again “the country is 
** spoilt by the chena system, which must have prevailed to an extent that bespeaks a laxity on the part 
“ of the local authorities hardly to be exceeded in the Eastern province.” 

No list therefore of fine grain chenas was ever made, and the agent was never aware what lands were 
cultivated with fine grain, and what were not. I have now remedied this by having wattoors or taxation 
lists framed of every cultivated land, reserving to myself then, and not leaving to headmen, the power 
of decision as to its liability or otherwise to tax. 

Whatever reasons may have existed for not taxing fine grain in the Kandyan provinces hitherto, it 
appears to me the time has arrived for doing so now, and assimilating them to the neighbouring 
districts in the southern and eastern provinces. 

I especially urge the necessity of adopting some means at once of discouraging this species of culti- 
vation, since I believe it to be positively prejudicial to those who practise it, because the grain itself is 
a most hurtful article of food, and sooner or later impoverishes the blood, and produces serious disorders 
amongst those who consume it. 7 

I have little doubt that the immunity from tax on fine grain originated in the fact that the poorest 
classes only resorted to it, who performed other services to the king, or to their landlords, by supplying 
betel, jaggery, or a portion of their crops in the shape of chillies. But at the present day, except in 
some very remote districts such as parts of Bintenne, no such poverty exists. The cultivation is carried 
on in this district as it is in others, because it is the easiest and most productive mode of cultivation, 
and the people, naturally lazy, enjoy the wandering easy life which it affords them. 

This love of a wandering life which it engenders is one of its greatest evils, and we shall never 
improve the character of the people, or develop their good qualities, till we induce them to settle on their 
legitimate property, and devote their energies to more permanent cultivation in gardens and paddy fields. 

I have long looked upon this system of cultivation in the same light as Mr. Russeil does, as “an 
unmixed evil,” and though I agree with him that we cannot entirely abolish it at once, I consider we 
ought to use the most persistent efforts to check it, even on private lands, and the best remedy I can 
see for doing so is to impose the usual grain tax of +}; on such crops. 

But if we put a stop to it in one district we must do so im all, and I think more attention should be 
paid to it in the neighbouring district of Omah. Since I have been strict in the corles bordering that 


district my people go across the Wallavay river and cut chenas in Crown lands, paying as they inform 
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me a tax simply of 2s. for each chena to the headman for the cutcherry. I much doubt whether this 
chena cutting is reported to the Badulla cutcherry in its full extent, and I should like to investigate 
the subject in company with the assistant agent of Badulla along the Wallaway Oya. 

I trust I have here shown the necessity of regular inquiry by the assistant agent without delay into 
the relative rights of the inhabitants and of the Crown, as regards land in this district, but to enable 
him to undertake them he must be relieved of his judicial duties. 

I have now had six months’ experience of the work here, and have been stationed in other districts 
where I have often temporarily done the whole work of the station. I believe the credit will be 
generally accorded to me of being ready and willing to do as much as I can to give the public a fair 
equivalent of work for the salary they pay me as their servant, but I have no hesitation whatever in 
deliberately recording my opinion that no one man can conduct the various duties imposed upon him 
at this sta‘ion with satisfaction to himself, or with anything but positive injustice to the people. 

The assistant agent of this district has, in addition to his legitimate and regular duties as such, to 
perform those of the district judge, commissioner of requests, police magistrate, coroner, justice of 
peace, deputy fiscal, chairman of the road committee, chairman of the sub-committee of education, and 
deputy postmaster-general. 

My predecessor, Mr. Russell, most fully explained the utter impossibility of one man continuing to 
perform those duties in two letters, copies of which I annex to this report, and as in his views therein 
expressed I most cordially concur, I hardly think it necessary for me to say more. 

t venture, however, to annex to this report a statement showing the comparative work in the other 
first-class stations where more than one officer is stationed, and it will be observed that the work at 
Badulla is little more than one-third of that here, while the grain revenue does not yield, I believe, over 
2,700/. a year. ? 

The work in the Batticaloa Courts, where I was resident as assistant agent and as district judge for 
eight years and a half, is heavier than Ratnapoora, but its population is about the same, and its grain 
revenue (which was 3,583/., including chenas, for 1864) easier to collect than that of this district. After 
three years and a half experience of the duties of an assistant agent at that station, I can confidently 
assert that if an assistant agent conscientiously carries out all the duties that pertain to his office, he 
would have his time more fully occupied here than at Batticaloa, owing to the complicated and lengthy 
inquiries necessitated here by the different tenures of land. 

f the assistant agent now attends to his revenue duties he must neglect the Court, and his constant 
absence, selling rents in the interior, amounts to an absolute denial of justice. If, on the other hand, 
he regularly carries through the work of the Courts, not only will the revenue suffer in amount, every 
species of chicanery and fraud will be practised by the native headmen, the Crown domain be systema- 
tically destroyed, and the district generally become disorganized. 

I must not conceal my conviction that the temporary measure adopted of sending Mr. Curgenven to 
assist me in the minor courts for a part of the month can be productive of no permanent good. I trust 


L-have succeeded in showing that for some years to come the assistant agent has quite enough before 


him, in his own legitimate duties, to fully occupy his time, and that, until the rights to land, as between 
the Crown and the people, are satisfactorily defined, his whole attention should be devoted to that 
subject. 

A return of cases instituted and decided during 1864 in all the Courts will be found in the Appendix. 
The arrears there shown cannot be relied upon as correct, since the Court records were, stil lately. 
kept in the most wretched confusion, or not kept at all. Registers have, however, been framed in all 
the Courts, and the state of each case is being gradually noted in them, so that before long I shall 
hope to be in a position satisfactorily to state the number of arrears. 

tatements are also annexed showing the nature of cases, civil and criminal, instituted in the several 
Courts during the past year. 

A return of the inquests held, and their results, will be found in the Appendix. 

A statement showing the cases tried from this district before the Supreme Court during 1864 will 
likewise be found. 

I very much regret that the “ murder” case there shown as “withdrawn” was not tried. After a 
tedious and lengthened investigation | came to the conclusion that there was sufficient legal circum- 
stantial evidence that the deceased was murdered, and sufficient legal evidence directly connecting the 
accused with the murder, and I committed them for trial. The Deputy Queen’s Advocate in Colombo, 
however, took upon himself to doubt the truth of the evidence, and though I had heard the witnesses 
give it, and from their demeanour was led to believe them, he was pleased to declare his conviction of 
ite “ palpable falsity,” and declined, notwithstanding my remonstrances, to send the case to the jury. 

The current report throughout the district bore me out in the belief I had formed that it was a true 
case and where there is any evidence at all, and the responsible local officer considers it a case for 
ajury, I submit it is a most unsafe power to confide in a Deputy Queen’s Advocate to judge of the truth 
or otherwise of evidence which he has not heard, and only seen on paper. I believe that in this par- 
ticular instance that officer is now responsible for a direct miscarriage of justice, and that three 
murderers have escaped. 

Two other undoubted murders occurred in the district during the year, but the perpetrators could 
not be discovered. 

I have reason to believe that “cattle stealing ” prevails to a great extent in the corles bordering on 
the Caltura, Galle, and Matura districts, but that the cases when discovered are generally compromised. 
But I hope, with the aid of the officers in the southern province to check it ere long. 

A return of appeals from the courts and their results will also be found in the Appendix. 

A comparative statement of the “revenue ” for the last 10 years is annexed to this report, and it will 
be seen by it that the district is steadily increasing in importance and prosperity. 

The largest item of revenue is the “ grain tax,” which has during that series of years been farmed 
by villages, and was in 1863 more than double that of 1854. 

There is in last year a decrease of 527/., but I attribute this to no diminution of cultivation, but to the 
fluctuating prices offered for the rents and to the very changeable weather of last year when the crops 
alternately suffered from drought and from inundations. | 
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The sales of this harvest however bid fair to realise higher prices than have been yet reached. The 
most detailed statements are being kept, and I shall be able at the end of each harvest, to furnish 
returns of all lands cultivated, showing those taxed, and the amount realised, as well as the value of all 
exemptions whether on account of temples, perpetual exemptions for loyalty, or temporary freedom 
from taxation for office as headmen. 

I shall likewise be able to show the amount of tax received from lands rejected by the Temple Lands 
Commission, whose inquiries in this district have all been completed, and thanks to Mr. Wodehouse’s 
exertions with very marked success, as will be seen by the return in the Appendix. 

This return shows how the Crown has been defrauded for years of its legal dues upon lands claimed 
by temples only, but I believe that inquiries are necessary into the tenure of all the lands for which 
exemption is now claimed, exemptions which amount to a very considerable sum and which have hitherto 
been apparently all accepted on the faith of the headmen’s reports ; for, as I have previously noticed, no 
lands but those held by the native officers as liable to taxation were entered in the wattoors. Mr. 
Turnour, the most able of all the government servants in the Kandyan districts, predicted great fraud on 
this head as far back as 1824, and I believe it exists to an incredible extent. 

Idamalgode Ratemahatmeya has been for years exempted from all tax as Basnayke Nilleme, an 
office not entitling him to that indulgence, and the annual amount of his exemptions on that account 
cannot be less than 1001. 

Several old families, that of Doloswala among others, were exempted perpetually from tax on all lands 
they then held for loyalty, but they now claim thousands of acres without, believe, any legal title, and 
which high and low lands are at present exempt from tax. 

When all these inquiries are satisfactorily settled the grain revenue will doubtless be much larger, 
ee they will take avery long time to carry out as long as the assistant agent is hampered by the 

ourts. 

The grain tax on paddy fields was formerly commuted in this district. It was first assessed for 
that purpose in 1833, and commuted with renewals till 1847. The system was then discontinued for two 
years, and a fresh commutation sanctioned by Mr. Wodehouse from 1850 to 1852. 

The renewal of the system was very strongly and very ably recommended by Mr. Mitford, but his 
wishes were overruled, and the tax has been farmed out since that date. 

I have written so much onthe subject of cominutation as the only equitable mode of collecting a grain 
tax, and my views regarding it are so well known, that it would be surperfluous in me to attempt to 
advocate it here as asystem. It is a question with which the Government must deal sooner or later, 
and I believe the result, in a few years, will be its universal adoption. 

From the recorded opinions of the government agent of this province in reply to Mr. Mitford and 
other assistant agents who addressed him on the subject from 1852 to 1856, I fear any recommendations 
of mine for its adoption would only meet with rejection. 

It appears to me from the correspondence on record that too much stress is laid in this matter, as in 
others, on the necessity of uniformity in the province, and because the system of renting in Colombo, 
Caltura, and Megombo is carried out, it is held that it must answer ‘equally well here, quite forgetting 
that this district is a Kandyan province, which till within the last 50 years had its own laws, and customs, 
and was governed by the native servants of an arbitrary king. 

Convinced I am at all events that the evils of the renting system tell with four-fold force on the 
Kandyan people. They are more ignorant, more purely agricultural, and more easily imposed on, and 
the low country renters practise on them the most cruel extortion. 

The absence of cases in the Courts is no criterion whatever of the system working well, but is 
simply a proof of the uncomplaining patience with which the Kandyan bears the cruel extortion of his 
oppressors. | 

Pithe general assessment of 1850 appears to me much too low. Its highest rates in the best corles 
were based on a yield of eight fold, and the price of paddy calculated at 1s. a bushel. 

Whatever the reasons for those rates then, the price might now safely be doubled in all the corles, 
but Kukul and Colonna. 

A new commutation is now being carried on in the neighbouring district of Badulla, and I would 
most respectfully urge the advisability and the justice (for it must be admitted that the present system 
of collection is most unjust) of commencing such a settlement here. If made under the active 
superintendence of the assistant agent, and carefully scrutinized by him on the spot, in the villages 
where he can hear all parties, I feel quite sure it will ever be found to be as profitable to the Govern- 
ment as the renting system, and infinitely more equitable to the cultivator. 

As some of the rent-books for 1863 have been lost, [ am unable to frame a comparative statement 
of the grain tax in the several corles, but I append a full table of the recoveries for 1864, showing 
from which corles, for what harvests, and at what rates it was received. 

Under the head rents are included house-rent and tolls. This item will show a slight increase in 
1865 as the new tolls on the Balangode road sold for 238/., and there was a general increase, though a 
most insufficient one, on the others of 1092. 

The tolls on the Happootelle road have been sold at absurdly low rates. The traffic on that road 
has doubled since last year, and the tolls have sold as follows, in comparison with 1864 :— 


1864. 1865. 
£ £ 
Toll at 62 mile post - - - - 501s - 530 
» (%I2 4 : - - - 301_—s- - 260 
oS | i . . | New from January 1, 1865. ‘ ne 


It is generally said that the renter of the last toll has already made more than enough to pay for his 
whole year’s rent. I can quite believe it, for during the season 100,000 ewts. of coffee have been sent 
down to Tirewanekettia, and upwards of 4,000 bushels of rice are now monthly sent up; and only a 
few weeks ago, I personally counted over 90 carts going up between Balangode and Palmadulla, and 
over 60 between the latter place and Tirewancekettia. | 
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I cannot possibly imagine how the second toll could have been allowed to go for less than last year, 
when it must have been known that the traffic on the road was daily increasing, and had I been 
consulted in any way regarding it, I should have recommended such an offer being refused, and its 
being put up again im this district, or collected in aumany. 

But the assistant agent here 1s allowed no control over the toll rents of his district, nor is he even 
consulted about them in any way. Lefore the rents of 1865 were sold I suggested their being put up 
at this cutenerry as well as at Colombo, as it was represented to me that many might offer here’ and 
though not attended to then, the Government agent has consented to its being tried next year. Under 
any circumstances I submit that in selling the next rents of both tolls and arrack, a distinct provision 
should be made for the payment of the instalments at this cutcherry. 

During 1864 we had heavy remittances from Colombo by LEsort to meet the demands on the 
treasury, and yet the Government agent at Colombo collected no less than 12,715. of the legitimate 
revenue inthis district which ought to have been paid at this cutcherry. 

I submit that steps should be taken to provide for this at the sale of the arrack farm in May or 
June next. 

Under the head of licences, carriers paid 46/, 4s.. owners of guns 26/. 17s. 6d., traders 12, and the 
rest was realized by the arrack farm. 

The revenue under this head is to my mind unsatisfactory. I attribute it very much to a stagnation 
of business in the courts, and to a want of proper supervision as to the stamps used on documents and 
filed in cases. 

This was the first year of an assessment tax being levied. ‘The assessment at Tirewanekettia and 
at Ratnapoora amounts to 801, of which it appears only 342 was collected in the year. A few days 
ago I distrained in the town, and the arrears have been paid up. The assessment is ridiculously low. 

This item of postage is incorrectly stated for 1864. Postage was brought to account im Colombo as 
it was remitted there, and the amount here shown, 8e&/. 16s. 2d., ought properly to have been “ Postage 
Stamps.” All the postage on letters is from the lst January last brought to account here. 

The number of letters, parcels, &c., received at Ratnapoora during 1864 were 34,570, and 30,699 
were despatched during the same period. Of these 972 were registered. 

The post office clerk is paid an absurdly low rate for the work he has to perform, viz., 24/. a year, 
and I beg respectfully, but most strongly, to urge an increase. 

The remaining items in the revenue statement need no comment. “ Maintenance of prisoners” 
appears never to have been recovered till Mr. Russell’s advent, and then to have been remitted to 
Colombo, but it is now brought to account at this cutcherry. 

The repairs of the public buildings require some attention. I have repeatedly urged on the 
Government the state of my house, and as I believe its repair has been ordered 1 will say no more 
about it here. 

The whole of the public offices are situated in the fort, and are most convenient for the transaction 
of business. ‘They are in tolerable repair, but all require paint on the woodwook for preservation 
alone in this wet climate. The verandah of the district court needs paving with bricks; a privy is 
urgently required in the fort; and a new room should be erected at the end of the range of court offices. 

This extra room would cost about 602, and with one which I have recommended the district 
committee to build, would provide abundance of accommodation for all the public offices. 

I would venture to ask for an immediate vote of about 602 for the privy and the paving of the court 
verandah, as well as for the painting of the posts and doors. 

The gaol is a very fair building; it is badly drained, and the civil engineer has been working at its 
repair for the last 12 months without success, and is still engaged on it, though his estimate of 374 
ought long ago to have been exhausted. 

It is very desirable that the butchers should be provided with a public slaughter-house here. An 
estimate has been framed for one for 55/., and a suitable site chosen on the river. 

I would again beg to recommend that a magazine be erected here. I consider no town should be 
without such a depot. An estimate has been framed for one at 172/. If this was built the civil engi- 
neer department and district committee powder kept for public works would be stored also in it. 

The burial ground is situated on one side of a plain belonging to Government, and admitting of 
extension. I think it 1s to be regretted it is not made a general burial ground, and walled in. The 
expenses would not be large. 

A small building was erected by Mr. Mitford from his private funds, and divine service is now 
erformed in it by a clergyman, who is maintained by the diocesan fund and local subscriptions, This 
Braiding needs repairs very much, and I would solicit a small vote for the purpose, which, as the 
district subscribes yearly about 180. for its clergyman, will I hope not be withheld. 

We pay at present 12 a month for a police station in the middle of the bazaar, a most objectionable 
locality. I propose a new station should be erected on a piece of available land close to the fort gate, 
where the police would act as an additional protection to the treasury. It would not cost more than 
150/., which is about the capital represented by the present rent. 

The district road committee has for some time urged on the provincial committee the necessity 
of putting the rest houses of the district into proper order, and more especially on the Hapootelle line, 
but without avail. 

The erection of a new building at Bibhool Oya was sanctioned last ycar, but the provincial road 
committee will not commence it. In the meantime the only resting place at that station is a miserable 
thatched shed with one room. | 

The rest house at Balangode is a small building with two rooms and no verandah, and is in a most 
dilapidated state. It should be pulled down, and a similar building, with a yerandah round it, be erected 
of stone or brick. 

The rest house at Pelmadula is a miserable little place, and considering the importance of the 
station, and that the fees give about 302. a year, we can certainly afford a better building. The district 
committee has recommended a new building here ata cost of 375/., as sanctioned at Bibhool Oya, which 
with the rest house at Hapootelle will give a good building at the 11th, 35th, and 54 miles, with smaller 
resting places at the 25 and 45 miles. 
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The rest house at Ratnapoora is at present unsafe, and has been reported to be in that condition. I 
have been advised by the chairman of the provincial road committee to prop it, and I have also been 
recommended to make addition to Palmadulla. The former building is not worth the propping, nor 
the latter deserving of the addition, and I look upon all this patch-work as by far the most expensive 
system in the end. 

The provincial committce have a rest-house reserved fund, towards which this district contributes (or 
is rather forced to contribute, for it is not given the option of refusing,) 127/. a year. The district road 
committee has no objection to raise to this arrangement, though it denies the legal right of the provin- 
cial road committee to deduct so much from the whole quota of labour due from the district, but it 
contends that it should be allowed some voice in the management and up-keep of its rest houses, and 
that it has a right to ask that they be kept in proper repair, and it further contends that it has a right 
to be intormed of the disbursement of this rest-house fund, and to know what has been done with the 
1,5002. which it must have contributed to that fund since the ordinance came into operation. The 
receipts by fees from rest houses in 1864 are shown in the Appendix. 

On Mr. Russell’s arrival here, in September 1863, he found the whole business of the Road ordinance 
at a stand-still, and that large lists of defaulters of 1862 were lying in the office unattended to. He 
placed them in court with the lists of 1863, and they were partially recovered during last year, with the 
current lists of that year. 

During 1864 we recovered 285]. of former years, but I have now been obliged, owing to the extra 
labour and incessant trouble imposed on the headmen in recovering these arrears, to withdraw the lists 
of 1862 and 1863. 

- For 1864 we recovered during the year 1,852/. 15s., as will be seen by the statement annexed. 

The expenditure on minor roads, which is shown in another statement, under the district road 
committee during 1864 was very satisfactory, and I am well satisfied with the progress made. 

The district committee desire to do nothing further this year than work on the bridle paths they have 
commenced, and get as much of them into good order as the means at their disposal will allow. 

When on the point of leaving for England, Mr. Russell framed a new set of rules under the Irrigation 
ordinance for this district, which have since been approved by Government, and published. I am only 
waiting for Singhalese translations to bring them generally into operation. 

Had I not been so overwhelmed with work since I have had charge of this district, I should long ago 
have taken up and worked more perseveringly this truly useful ordinance ; for I am quite convinced 
that it may be satisfactorily worked, and made to prove of the greatest advantage to the people in every 
district of the Island. I deeply regret it has been so neglected here, but, unfortunately, Mr. Power 
disapproved of it, and would not, therefore, give it his support and countenance. 

Without this supervision on the part of the assistant agent, the people can do nothing. All their com- 
munities are wanting in unanimity. and without a superior guide, whom they will follow as a child his 
parents, or a pupil his master, they are utterly incapable of united action. 

I know of no district in the Island so beautifully situated as regards supplies of water for irrigating 
its fields, and believing, as I do, that water 1s the great means by which we can benetit the native 
inhabitants of this Island, and that in no way can Government more profitably invest its money, since 
without looking to the vast social benefits that are conferred on the people by giving them the means 
of securing a certain rotation of grain harvests, it is beyond doubt that the security alone of a fixed 
yearly tax yields ample interest on the principal outlay; believing, I say, all this, I am most anxious 
to be the means, during my administration of the district, of obtaining for the people material assistance 
towards permanent improvement of some of their irrigation channels, 

As a first step towards any improvement of these channels, even by the united action of the people 
themselves under the Irrigation ordinance, 1 think rough surveys are desirable, and I proposed to the 
Government agent the appointment of a surveyor for this district last September, in a letter which will 
be found in the Appendix. 

I also in that letter proposed to the Government agent a request for 400/., to be applied under his 
directions for repair and up-keep of irrigation works. The rules proposed precluded any possible 
frittering away of the money on unprofitable works, but it placed a sum available on the estimates for 
expenditure in aid of useful works subject to the control and approval of the Government, and thus 
rendered it possible for a governor to give immediate aid in small works, without being obliged to 
defer every thing till the next year when the proposal was probably shelved. 

I am unaware of any other reasons on the part of Mr. Layard for not submitting my proposal, except 
one that he gave me, that there was no probability whatever of its being entertained; but ¢ now venture 
to ask his Excellency’s attention to the proposal, and his favourable consideration for it. The practice 
exists generally throughout India, and if a Government agent is fit to be entrusted with the charge of 
his province, and an assistant agent of his district, I submit he may safely be allowed the control and 
distribution of a few hundred pounds for the welfare of the ecole under him, especially when that 
expenditure is regulated by such rules as those I have laid down. 

A custom exists in this district which may be made much use of in effecting large improvements in 
watercourses, or in undertaking any works of magnitude, that of paying one-quarter of all crops to 
any person who makes and keeps up the watercourse which irrigates those crops. 

The largest watercourse in the district maintained in this way is called the Damme Ella, and was 
originally constructed by Iddemalgode Rattemahatmeya, watering upwards of 500 acres in the villages 
of Damme, Dollebodde, Galgomma, Millewittia, Radella, and Marella. Its extension has been traced, 
but not yet carricd out to Diniawe and Dambuluwawe, and it is desirable to convey it also to Caran- 
gode across the river, which may easily be accomplished in iron pipes. 

The stream is obtained by a permanent masonry dam over the Niriella, and the channels have been 
earried with much labour on embankments of great length for a distance of at least five miles. From 
all the lands watered up to date, the Rattemahatmeya receives one-quarter of the crop as a water rent. 
I will suppose that an acre sows two bushels and yields 20 bushels at ten-fold; 500 acres by 20 = 10,000 
bushels, and the quarter will be 2,500 bushels at 2s. a bushel, or 2502 a year, as the interest on what 
he says has been an expenditure of 4,000/. ; but a he has spent this amount Ido not believe. 
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As I do not think the Rattemahatmeya will continue its extension, even if he lives, which is at 
present most doubtful, I must advocate the immediate extension of the whole line by the Irrigation 
ordinance, with supplemental aid from Government. ‘The watercourse shall be formed along the 
whole line by the means at our command under the ordinance; but where any masonry may be 
necessary I must ask for some aid from Government; and I recommend that an additional taxation 
be put on all lands watered by the works executed by Government of one-quarter the crop tiil the 
outlay be repaid, but no longer. 

I would at once turn out the people on this work were I sure of the necessary assistance from 
Government, but as I know the whole operations would come to a standstill if this aid were not forth- 
coming, it is useless to waste time, of which I have little to spare, in framing estimates or laying out the 
work, until I have reasonable hopes of such a request being successful. 

If the principle were once acknowledged that the Government would every year set aside such a 
sum as they could spare for irrigation purposes as grants in aid of works which might be submitted to 
them, an assistant agent would cheerfully devote his time and energy to their careful supervision; but 
he loses all heart and interest in his work where he is only allowed to propose schemes on paper, with 
but very faint hopes of those schemes ever being realized, or even appreciated. 

A few days ago I inspected a watercourse at Walalgode in Colonna corle, where I think the 
Government are at once bound to render assistance to the people, and possibly may be induced to do, 
as they possess a large amount of the lands to be watered. 

The tract of fields of Walalgode is the finest tract I have seen in the district, about 200 amonams in 
extent, of which 35 amonams belong to the Crown. ‘They are watered by a channel led from a stream 
called the Hulanda Oya, and which comes down from Ulindnawe under Gongalle. The channel is in 
excellent order and is about four miles long, but the dam is merely temporary every year, and is so con- 
stantly washed away by floods in the stream, that the inhabitants disheartened after two or three 
attempts generally gave it up, and entire failures of crops are the result. 

I propose to erect a permanent masonry dam, six feet above the bed of the stream, over which the 
surplus waters would fall, with a small sluice in it to allow of the silt, &c., being periodically carried 
off. Its length would be about 90 feet, and the whole structure would not contain more than 550 cubic 
yards of masonry. ‘lhis should be erected anywhere for 12 a cubic yard, and here stone of good 
quality abounds, while lime can be procured from the same quarry that Mr. Harrison used for Ooroo- 
bokke, situated up this very stream at about 24 miles distant. The cost therefore would probably be 
about 550/. 

Now for the return. The Government could, if it liked, sell its 35 amonams of Jand for about 3502 and 
would ever after obtain the quarter tax upon it, which would be equal to about 25 amonams or 15. a year. 

Or it could lease out its lands for one-fifth of the produce every year, receiving thereby about 70 
aumonams or 42/. a year. 

The +; tax due on the remaining 165 amonams of land would be about 117 amonams or 70/. a vear. 

The average annual tax derived from the Crown lands in this tract for the last four years has been 
12, 11s. 3d. and from the private lands 5/, 3s. 43d. owing entirely to failures by drought, and the reluc- 


tance of the people to cultivate. 


It is quite clear, therefore, that if this dam is executed by Government at a cost of even 700/. it would 
receive over 10 per cent. for its money from the private lands alone, but I propose to take one-quarter 
according to the usual custom from the private lands till the cost, deducting the share the Government 
should incur for its own lands, be repaid. 

A proposal has lately been made by a Mr. Middleton to navigate the Kaluganga by steam. His pro- 
posal is to be found in the Appendix. It 1s likely to receive the ready assent and support of the planting 
community, if only as an experiment, but I think the river should be inspected and reported upon, 
before cold water be thrown on this proposal. An examination survey and report was once made by 
Mr. Dalton, but his estimate was so enormous that the idea of such improvements could not be other- 
wise than abandoned at once. What we want now is an estimate to remove any positive obstacles, 
and to clear the banks of such overhanging boughs, &c. as would interfere with the funnel of a 
steamer. 

I should be glad to be authorized to inspect the river in company with Mr. Middleton. 

If any expenditure here is needed, and the experiment likely to succeed, I would recommend the 
postponement of the intended bridge over the Kuruganga on the Colombo road, which is estimated to 
cost about 4,0002 

This river is always passable in the boat, and though it rapidly floods, it as rapidly subsides, and if 
the river navigation were improved, the traffic on this road would be too trifling to justify the erection 
of the bridge. 

But I anit beg here urgently to press the immediate erection of a bridge on the Rakwane road over 
the Wey Ganga at Kahawatte. The landed interests at stake here in the estates at Rakwane can be 
judged of best by an inspection of the Map, No. 1, of that coffee district. 

I do not think the bridge would cost over 1,800/, and I would urge the desirability of building the 
abutments this year on a supplementary vote. ‘The public works department in this district has at 
present. no head, but is carried on by Mr. Weloopulle. ‘The difficulty in filling it up I believe arises 
from the lowness of the salary, 200/. a year, and | respectfully submit it is impossible to expect to get 
a man competent to look after the roads and other public works in so large and growing a district on 
such miserable pay. 

Education is at a stand-still in the district from want of a school-room. The average attendance for 
1864 was 33 against 38 on the lists, and the building we now hire will not hold that number comfortably. 
It is essential if we desire to improve the school, and to retain the excellent master we have, fo erect a 
suitable school-house, or to purchase a house on the hill near the assistant agent’s, which might answer 
for the purpose. 

I arn not satisfied with the progress of the people under the Kandvan marriage ordinance. Only 
274 marriages were registered last year. I will endeavour more fully to explain to the people on every 
occasion the result of non-compliance with its measures, but I am inclined to think there are too few 
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registrars, and that the people run the risk of dispensing with the provisions of the ordinance rather 
than take the long journeys sometimes necessary to reach the registrars. A return of its operation 
since its passing in 1860, will be found in the Appendix. | 

_ T annex a return of the establishments in the public offices as they exist at present under the sanctioned 
increases. 

It will be quite impossible to carry on the assistant agent’s office much longer without an extra 
clerk, who should receive 50/. a year, and a competent native writer who, instead of being paid as now 
91., should get 30/. a year. 

To arrange this I would propose that six out of the 10 messengers allotted to the Rattemahatmeya 
a eens from this establishment, and be provided for on the provisional estimates of the 

scal. 

The gaoler, who is here called a turnkey, has very often 70 prisoners in his charge. He keeps all the 
gaol books, and has a general supervision over the works executed by the prisoners. He is much 
underpaid and ought to receive at least 362 per year as in Batticoloa. 

Under the head of constable and process server, a saving of 61a year is now being effected, as a 
process server only is employed on 12/.a year, and I propose that 5/. be added to the pay of the 
Singhalese translator. | 

I have before remarked that the post holder at Ratnapoora is under-paid. He should receive 361. 

I must before concluding this report, ask attention to a species of encroachment on the Crown domain 
which is in this district extensively carried on—gemming in Crown lands. It appears to be a very 
profitable occupation and people are now employed at it all over the district. ‘ 

We are perfectly powerless to prevent it, and in many instances it is winked at by the headmen who 
receive a hae and by the landed proprietors who claim Crown forests as part of their nindegamas, 
and get one-quarter of the gems found. 

A valuable gemming ground close to Ratnapoora was declared Crown property by the Temple Lands 
Commissioner in 1863. A moorman about that time purchased it from some natives who had claimed 
it as temple property, and it is said he cleared from it in gems some thousands of pounds. ‘The Crown 
has claimed it from him, and as Mr. Power was favourable to his claim the case was instituted in the 
Colombo court where it has pended now for over a year. I think this much to be regretted, and that 
the Queen’s advocate should be urged to hurry on the case. If the Crown gains the case, the land will 
sell for an incredibly high price, and I have no doubt that we shall eventually get judgment in our favour. 

I see only one means of deriving some fair share of the profits now daily made by private individuals 
on Crown lands—the issuing licences for gemming. I would issue them for one year, and would 
charge for every plot of ground a sum of 5/. for 20 square yards. 

‘: It will then become necessary rigidly to prosecute for trespass every one found gemming without a 
cence. 

In many parts of the district where the soil is known to be favourable for the purpose, the land 
would sell at very high prices, if surveyed in small lots of a chain square, but this is impracticable for 
want of surveyors, and lan unable to see why private persons should be allowed to make large fortunes 
(for natives) out of Crown lands without the Crown as landlords receiving some share or compensa- 
tion. 

The health of the district generally has been good. I annex a return of cases treated in the pauper 
hospital. 

By a comparison, however, with 1862 and 1863, the fever admissions have much increased. They 
numbered 78, while in neither of those years did they exceed 32. 

I have now touched on all matters that occur to me as worthy of remark, and I must in conclusion 
apologize for the imperfect way in which I have noticed those subjects, though I hope I may be allowed to 
plead as some excuse my short residence in the district. 

(Signed) J. W. Bircn, A.G.A. 


Ratnapoora Cutcherry, March 30, 1865. 


NortTHERN Provincr. 
Annuat Report for the year 1864. 


Adverting to explanations stated last year, I give this in two tables. 
Actual gross receipts within the year. 


1853 - - 33,296 1859 - - 92,599 
1854 - 32,180 1860 - - 82,075 
1855 - 50,636 186] - - 46,947 
1856 - - 35,612 1862 - - 47,580 
1857 - - 67,466 1863 - - 107,340 
1858 - 65,199 1864s - 48,148 
The real ordinary revenue of the province for the year. 
1853. - 32,732 1859 - 44,005 
1854 - - 31,399 1860 - 2 42,723 
1855 - 38,060 1861 - - 44,605 
1856 - - 34,454 1862 - - 47,404 
1857. - - 36,733 1863. - - 50,697 
1858 - - 38,875 1864 - ° 44,377 


As will be shown subsequently, in a statement of the amounts of each head of revenue, there was a 
decrease of 6,268. under Grain tythes consequent on a bad season, and of 1,788/. under Customs, which 
was the consequence solely of the receipt for 1863 having been unprecedentally large. 
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As in last year, and in order to show the actual contributions of the people to public objects, I give 
the following statement of the real ordinary revenue and of the receipts from the Thoroughfares ordin- 
ance :— 





; Receipts under . 
Real ordinary | the Thorough- Total. 
Revenue. fares Ordinance. 



















1859 - - -| 44,005 "6,744 50,749 
1860 - - -| 42,793 6,900 49,623 
1861 - - -| 44,605 7,070 51,675 
1862 - - -| 47,404 7,359 54,763 
1863 - - -| 50,697 7,377 58,074 
1864 - - -| 44,377 7,387 51,764 






* The receipts for 1858 were 4,2501. 


In this year the rates were raised. 


The number of persons who paid in each district in each year :— 


—— Jaffna. Manaar. Mallotioor. | Anadrajapoora. Total. 
1859 - - - 54,912 6,320 1,778 11,175 74,185 
1860 - - - 55,992 6,284 1,835 11,324 75,435 
1861 ° - - 57,684 6,640 1,810 11,422 77,556 
1862 - - - 57,816 6,900 1,867 11,573 78,156 
1863 - - - 54,672 7,342 1,920 11,714 75,648 
1864 - - - 55,416 7,178 2,205 10,160 74,959 


The sums levied for penalties in the Jaffna district under the ordinance of 1861, were :— 


oo es Penalty 
of 1s. 8d. equal to 
ir dr ad the original Total. 
Liability. 
£ £ £ 
1862 - - - 124 114 238 
1963 - - - 81 333 414 
118 453 571 


1864 - - - 





The increase to the total receipts from this source is regarded with unmixed regret, and much trouble 
has been taken to secure regularity of payment ; the failure is mainly to be attmbuted to the unsatis- 
factory conduct of the division officers. 

The office is not at all in request, and in many instances is imposed by me upon headmen from 
inability to find any one willing to accept it. 

They are paid 124 per cent. on all recovered without resort to the courts, 

There will However be some improvement in this respect in 1865. 

I extend the condensed abstract given last year of the particulars of the receiptsin the years 1859, 
18638, and 1864 to show the particulars for each district. 





1859. 1863. 
Jaffna. | 

Customs - - - - |} 10,910 | 13,214 
Grain - - - - | 12,333 | 138,208 
Salt monopoly - - -| 2,881 3,765 
Thoroughfares Ordinance - -| 4,576 | 5,017 
Stamps - - - - 2,760 | 3,003 
Arrack - - - - 1,595 2,808 
Tolls - - - - 507 672 
Judicial receip - - - 513 333 
Postage - - - - 269 381 
live 84 

Chanks ~~ : a a \ saa] oe 
Timber - - - - 116 203 
Carriers - - . - 296 364 
Crown lands sold = - - - 0 122 
All other miscellaneous receipts - 344 221 
37,422 | 43,876 
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Customs - 
Grain - = 
Arrack - - 
Salt monopoly 
Thoroughfares Ordinance 
Stamps - 

Tolls - - - 
Timber - - 
Judicial receipts - 
Postage - - 


Chanks live - 
» dead - 


Carriers = “ 


All other miscellaneous receipts 


Mullatioor. 

Grain - 

Timber - - 
Salt monopoly - 
Thoroughfares Onan: 
Arrack - 

Stamps - - 
Judicial receipts - 
Carriers - - 
Postage - ° 
Tolls - - - 


All other miscellaneous receipts 


Anaradhapoora. 


i noroue mats ordinance 
Grain - 
Crown lands sold 
Arrack - 
Stamps - 
Timber - 
Postage - 
Judicial receipts 
Carriers - - 


All other miscellaneous receipts 


The Province. 


Grain - - 
Customs - - 
Thoroughfares ordinance 
Salt monopoly - 
Stamps - - 
Arrack - - 
Timber - - 
Tolls - - 
Judicial receipts - 
Postage - -- 
Chanks, live - - 
” dead '- 7 
Crown lands sold - 
Carriers - - 


All other miscellaneous receipts 





Total 


50,749 


1859. 1863. 1864. 





31 
226 
33 
55 
11 
58 


3,618 


17,998 
11,831 
6,744 
4,515 
3,058 
2.511 
971 
801 
639 
365 


352 


0 
326 
638 
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I repeat, as to the form, the statements given last year. 





Remarks on the foregoing. 


Grain. 


REVENUE of each District and of the Province. 


REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


— Jaffna, Manaar. | Mullo. Anarad. Total. 

1859 - - - 12,336 3,006 745 1,913 18,000 
1860 - - =| 10,598 1,817 667 | 1,653 | 14,735 
1861 - - - 11,935 1,968 819 2,051 16,773 
1862 - - -| 12,291 2,206 779! 1,476| 16,752 
1863 - - - 13,203 2,399 721 2,485 18,808 
1864 - - -]| 1018 1,120 649 646 | 12,540 





Thus of the whole decrease in 1864 as compared with 1863— 
3,078 was in the Jaffna District. 


1,279 3 Manaar District. 
72 ” Mullativoe District. 
1,839 5 Anaradhapoora District. 


Part of the revenue of Anaradhapoora (commutation) was, however, left uncollected, because of the 
failure of the crops, and will be recovered in 1865, in accordance with the practice which has prevailed 
as to the particular district ever since the first introduction of the commutation system, and which 1s 
indispensable to its continuously successful working. 


Grain Propuce AND Import. 





—- Produce Bushels. | Import Bushels. Total Bushels. 
Jaffna. 
1859 - - -| 1,294,369 605,857 1,900,226 
18660 - - -| 1,233,232 551,016 1,784,248 
1861 - - =| 1,239,460 603,681 1,843,141 
1862 - - «=| 1,230,157 621,650 1,851,807 
1863 - - -=| 1,155,784 805,703 2,061,487 
1864 - - 888,071 711,703 1,599,744 
Manaar. 
1859 - «= -| 330,193 14,632 344,825 
1860 - - =| 233,689 19,550 253,239 
1861 - - -| 250,216 21,914 272,130 
1862 - - -| 255,489 33,572 289,061 
1863 - + -| 250,540 37,824 288,364 
1864 - - «| 105,004 92.048 197,052 
Mulletiroe. 
1859 - - - 89,392 es 89,392 
N60 - - - 83,707 - 83,707 
1861 - - - 102,885 ge 102,885 
1862 - - - 92,376 — 92,376 
1863 - - - 72,257 = 72,257 
1864 - - - 57,344 a 57,344 
The Province (exclusive of Newerakalawia). 
1859 - - ° 1,713,954 625,782 2,339,736 
1860 - - -| 1,550,628 570,958 2,121,586 
1861 - - -| 1,592,561 628,255 2,220,816 
1862 - ” - 1,578,022 664,072 2,242,094 
1863 - - -| 1,478,581 849.780 2,328,361 
1864 - - - 1,050,419 803,751 1,854,170 





In these statements all descriptions of dry oot are Included, and each bushel of rice is reckoned 
as two of paddy. I have still not the means of making up like amounts for Newerkalawia. 
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The particulars of the grain (paddy and dry grain) in the Jaffna district are as follows :— 





— | Paddy. 





Dry Grain. | Total. 


Bushels, Bushels. Bushels. 


1859 - - -| 857,447 436,922 1,294,369 
1860 - - -| 881,522 355,710 1,233,232 
1861 - - -| 912,343 327,117 1,239,460 
1862 - - -| 884,965 345,192 1,230,157 
1868 - - -| 816,440 339,344 1,155,784 
1864 - - -| 591,731 296,340 888,071 





The import of rice only in the same district during this period was as follows:— 


1859 - - - + 26,866 
1860 - - -  - 81,816 
1861 - - - = 48,960 
1862 - - -  ~- 62,000 
1868 - - - = 177,467 
1864 - - - = 58,168 


Peers oak been made in the past two years on the increasing proportion of the import of rice tc 
t of paddy. 

There was a slight check to this in 1864, the proportion having been equal to only about 16 per cent. 
of the whole grain imported, while in 1863 it was 19 per cent. It is, however, still confidently 
expected that the proportion will continue to increase. 

he great increase in the import at Manaar was owing to the inferiority of the local crops, and to the 
demand by the increased number of immigrant coolies. 


Customs. 


The decrease shown under this head is attributable solely to the fact of the receipts for 1868 having 
been unprecedentedly large ; for three years the receipts were as follows :— 


1862 - - - - £11,360 

1863 - - - - 14,826 

1864 - - - - 12,538 
Salt Monopoly. 


, ta real revenue in each district other than from sales for export from the Province was as 
ollows :— 

















The 
— Jaffna. Manaar Vanny. Total. 
1859 - - - 3,610 1,228 406 5,244 
1890 - - > 4,041 945 428 5,414 
1861 - = - 4,100 934 317 5,351 
1862  - - - 4,554 1,020 328 5,902 
1863 - > - 4,601 1,109 402 6,111 
1864 - - -|- 4,758 878 447 6,083 
Stamps. 









The 


Vanny. 


| Manaar. kalavia. 





Newera- | Total. 
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CEYLON. Arrackh. 
=> The revenue in each district was as follows :— 
Newera- 

—— Jafina. Manaar. Mulla. elecia. Total. 
1859 - - - 1,595 876 — 40 2,511 
1860 - - -| 2,474 827 - 109 3,410 
1861 - - -| 2,777 699 aes 158 3,634 
1862 - - = 3,053 977 163 145 4,338 
1863 - - - 2,808 1,236 335 180 4,559 
1864 - - - 2,218 1,028 123 155 3,524 





In the years of Aumanie management at Jaffna (1862-63 and 1868-64) the amounts stated are the 
net amounts after deducting the expenses of management, otherwise there would not be any comparison 
with the years of rent. 


Timber. 


Till within the last two or three years revenue from this source seemed to be regarded as the main 
consideration. 

Latterly conservation of the forests and even of the “woods” has got to be recognized as the 

rimary consideration, partly as the effect of circumstances occurring within the Island, which have 
Erotight the subject prominently into notice, and partly in connexion with the publication of very 
important facts connected with it on the continent of India, including that of the absolute failure of the 
supply of firewood for domestic purposes in some localities. 

he increase in the revenue, therefore, is not due to a7 increase in the number of licences given 

and quantity of timber cut, but to increase in the rates of valuation for duty and of the duty itself. 
The rate of duty was raised from the month of August 1864 from one-tenth to one-fourth, and the 
rates of valuation have been raised nearly 50 per cent. 

The quantities of the most valuable descriptions of trees for which duty was paid and licences 
given in 1863 and 1864 were as follows :— 








Ebony - - - “ 
Palai (the iron wood of the north) 
Satin - - - 


Samandalai (Homanhul) - 
Yavaranai (Millele - 
Tambane - - - 


Totals, exclusive of ebony - - 


* N.B.—Not timber, but ornamental wood. {t To be used as timber. 


Crown Lands. 


The sales consisted of 45 small lots in 14 different localities. It is to be remembered that the only 
culturable Crown land in the peninsula of Jaffna, excepting in the eastern part of it, is in small lots 
mixed up with private property. Some more of these small lots will from time to time be purchased. 

There is more land, and in larger lots, in the eastern part of the peninsula, but the soil is so sandy 
and poor that it is not worth the upset price and charges, and it will not be sold unless some modifica- 
tion of these charges be made. 


Dead Chanks. 


In last year’s report, besides giving a full explanation of the circumstances under which these shells 
were found and collected, I showed that in the 23 years from 1841 to 1863, both inclusive, there had 
been 38,196,052 chanks collected, which were valued at 46,1112, and paid a royalty of 4,9882, and 
that the rate of the royalty, till then one-tenth, had been in 1862 raised to one-fifth. 

The quantity, value, and royalty in the last year of the one-tenth rate, and in each year since the 
alteration to one-fifth, have been as follows :— 





Quantity. Royalty. —— 
£ 
3,470,701 552 At one-tenth. 
Half the year at one- 
1,657,251 891 tenth, and half at 
ey one-fifth. 
1,864,301 486 
T5060 \ At one-fifth. 
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Trade. 
The total value of this for the last six years has been as follows :— 
1859 - - - - - 340,748 
1860 : : : ‘= - 338,803 
1861 ~ ° = - - $818,905 
1862 : : : : - 319,680 
1863 : : . : ~ 417,885 
1864 : : 2 : - 415,733 


The totals and averages for three periods of six years each have been as follows :— 





Averages. 
1847 to 1852 - - - 1,115,636 185,939 
1853 to 1858 - - - 1,399,100 233,183 
1859 to 1864 - - - 2,151,754 358,742 


The peculiar garden cultivation of the district of Jaffna by irrigation from wells has frequently been 
noticed; it was so particularly by Sir H. Ward in his Minute on this Province. The greater part of 
this cultivation is of different kinds of millets for local consumption, but it furnishes some articles for 
export, of which the chief is chillies. 1am induced, therefore, to notice the increased export of this 
article as a matter of interest to the district which has so few exportable commodities. 

The value of the quantities exported in two periods of six years each were as follows :— 














1853 - - - - 2,110 1859 - - - - 2,194 
1854 - : : - 2952 1860. - - : - 4921 
1855 - : - 2,754 1861 - a S - 5171 
1856 - , : - 1,871 1862 - : : - 4214 
1857 - - - - 2,879 1863 - - - - 6,051 
1858 - : Z - 2,272 1864 - : . ~ 5,525 

Total —s- - 14,838 Total : - 27,076 
Average - ° - 2,473 Average - - - 4,512 


The amount of this export for the last five years has, therefore, been about equivalent to the 
payments on account of the Thoroughfares Ordinance. 


Public Health. 


Cholera was introduced into the Jaffna and Manaar districts simultaneously early in the year, and, 
as usual, it made its way by the road followed by the immigrants into the Newerakalawia district. 
The western and northern portions of the Vanny district were also infected from the adjoining districts 
of Manaar and Jaffna, but the disease did not extend much to the eastward of the Central road. 

The following is a table of the reports rendered :— 


MeEmoranpvum of Casts of CHo.era in each District in 1864. 





J. affna - o - - 


Manaar - = . - 
Mullativoe - - - - 
Newerakalawia_ - = “ 

Total = = “ 





Manaar - : - : 182 126 
Newerakalawia - = - 39 32 
Total - - - 221 158 
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CEYLON. In the Jaffna district small-pox continued from the preceding year (having been introduced in 
———= October 1868) till November. ‘The cases admitted to hospital were 220 in number, the deaths seven. 
These cases occurred in 43 villages. 
A statement submitted by me in last year’s report showed that the average number of persons 
vaccinated in the Jaffna district from 1838 to 1862 was 7,488, and the number in 1868, 10,651. 
The number for 1864 was 12,111. . ; ; 
My statements are imperfect as to the other districts. I will have them completed 


Realth of Cattle. 


In the Jaffna district this was generally good, excepting in the two divisions of the peninsula to the 
cast of Jaffna, and as regards sheep only, the Vaddemoratche (or Point Pedro) division. 

The number of deaths of cattle reported was 2,359 ; the number of deaths of sheep, 4,559. 

There was not any serious disease in the other districts. 


Crime. 


I continue the statement as to serious crime given in last year’s report :— 








Number 
——= Bpeaied aac 
Cares: those Cases. 
12 years ending 1831 - . 260 886 
12, » 1843 - - 225 649 
12 » 1855 : - 100 309 
o & » 1864 : - 99 212 





Memorandum of the number of convicted prisoners committed to the ape of Jaffna in each year 
from 1860 to 1864 from each police court, exclusive of persons committed in default of payment of 
penalties imposed under the Thoroughfares Ordinance :-— 














Sava- Point 
naeane Jaffna. | Mallagam. panerey Pedro Kayts. _ Total. 
1860 - - - - - 87 3 49 51 8 198 
1861 - - - - = 57 70 48 49 . 8 232 
1862 - - - : - 76 86 42 42 15 261 
1863 - - - - - 78 148 29 8 6 269 
1864 - - - - - 63 97 84 22 16 282 


1864 as liable to satisfy the require- 


ments of the Thoroughfares Ordinance 


No. of males returned in the lists for 
17,545 13,058 14,126 9,856 5,666 60,251 





N.B. :— 


—— ee 












Jaffna Point Pedro, 
Mallagam 

1860 =—sés«e - - - - 90 
1861 - - . - - 127 
1862 - - - = - 162 
1863 - - - - - 226 
1864 - - - - - 160 
No. of males returned in the lists for 

1864 as liable to satisfy the require- 30,603 

ments of the Thoroughfares Ordinance 





It is to be regretted, I think, that some digest is not made of the returns of business done in the 
courts which are published monthly. Without something of the kind to apply the information 
afforded by returns of the kind they are of very little interest or value. 

Looking into a return recently published, I found that while the average of “ dismissals ” of cases 
in the police courts for the whole Island was about 17} per cent. of the whole cases, for the Jaffna 
district it was 334; it would be interesting to know the cause of this great difference. 

In Indian returns, which I from time to time see, I observe that such digests as referred to are 
commonly carried out into great detail, ; 
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Agents’ and Assistant Agents’ Circuits. 


The assistant agents made their circuits as usual. | 

I made a very complete circuit of the province, with the exception of not visiting the station of 
Manaar, where cholera was prevailing when I was in its neighbourhood. So many people travel with 
me that I do not consider it to be justifiable to take them to places actually infected with cholera, 
unless some strong reason requires my presence there. ‘There was no such reason at the time for my 
visiting the station of Manaar. Cholera was at the same time in several parts of the district, but I 
was able to visit each subdivision of it without going into villages actually infected. 


Cooly Immigration. 


This service has a peculiar interest for me because, as the consequence of the effective organization 
of it by the assistant agent, and the efficient management of the superintendent, Mr. Riedy, so much 
of great value to important interests is realized in so quiet and unobtrusive a manner. ‘There were 
some variations during the year, but in December there were three vessels employed of from 172 to 
196, and averaging 186 tons each. 

The total arrivals and departures in 1863 and 1864 were as follows :— 





1863. 1864. 


Arrivals. | Departures. | Arrivals. | Departures. 


es, | ee es | en ee 





Men - - - - 28,712 20,842 42,028 23,420 
Women - - - - 7,833 4,391 10,776 4,661 
Children - - - 1,672 1,328 1,610 1,575 
38,217 26,561 54,414 29,656 

sae 38,217 a 54,414 

Total conveyed to and fro - — 64,778 — 84,070 


The receipts from these persons were 1,998/. for 1864. 

The entire cost of the service, 3,554. 

I remarked in my report of last year as to the maddams for the accommodation of these people, 
that several of them were in very bad order. There are in all on the line now followed by the coolies 
seven of such maddams in the Manaar district, and five in Newerekalawia. The assistant agent of 
Manaar reports as to those in that district “there is scarcely a shed now habitable; the shed erected 
‘ at Manaar in April last fell down in October; the sheds at Oylencolom, Murungen, and Kumben- 
‘© saindecolom are all in a more or less dangerous state. ‘Tallale is very little better, and the new 
“ shed at Pullyaddy Erakkum has tumbled down.” ‘This has been specially brought to the notice of 
Government. 

The assistant agent also notices the want of hospital accommodation at the sheds in these terms :— 

‘The recommendations made by the Government agent, and those subsequently made by Dr. 
Charsley in 1862, regarding hospital accommodations and attendance on the lime of road, have not 
been carried out, and much inconvenience is felt in consequence.” 

In 1862 the matter was taken entirely out of the Government agent’s hands. 


Writs of Execution against Property. 


I was particularly induced to notice this matter last year in illustration of the improved working of 
the fiscal’s office, consequent on the appointment of a distinct deputy fiscal, Mr. Pargiter. The efficient 
working of the fiscal’s office 1s most important to the efficient action of the courts. 

I repeat the table given last year, adding the account for 1864 :— 





Amount 
enh | Amount | Amount | reported 
: levied levied to Court Total. 


| by without | as settled 
eels sale. sale. between 
° parties. 











£ £ £ £ 
1856 == -| 10,610 | 2,484 179 3,363 
1857. — «= -| ° 8685 | 2,331 169 3,547 
1858 —si«- : 6,740 | 2,424 377 4,801 
1859 e : 7,334 | 1,914 232 3,276 
1860 —s- : 6,895. | 3,050 524 4,607 
1861 : . 7,179 | 2,715 291 3,687 
1862S; -| 12,075 | 2,870 271 4,233 
1863. —s«- -{ 13,396 | 4,242 171 5,845 
1864 —s«= -| 10,943 | 5,360 14] 7,499 
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Personal Process. 


In connexion with the above, to show the extent of business done by this office, I gave last year a 
statement of the total number of such process issued to it in each year from 1887 to 1868, which 
showed that the average from 1887 to 1862 was 39,287, and the number for 1863, 57,588. The 
number for 1864 was 59,318. 


Weavers, condition of. 


In my report for 1863 I mentioned that these persons were mainly dependent on imported thread 
for the proce of their occupations, and I showed the great falling off in the quantity of this. 

The headmen state in their accounts for the annual returns the number of persons heretofore usually 
engaged in weaving as 688. 


e import of thread has been in— a 
cwta. 
1860 =s- - - 410 - - - 2,829 
1861 - : - 2m . : - 1,603 
1862. - : - Ws - : - 1,065 
1863 - - - 50 - - - 952 
1864 , - 64 - : - 1,283 


There was, therefore, a slight improvement in 1864. 
In this connexion it occurs to me to give the following account of the trade of Jaffna in cotton cloths 


in 1864°— 





Value. 
£ 
Import from beyond sea_ - - - - - - 6,500 
Import coastwise (chiefly from Colombo) - - - - 38,938 
Export (wholly coastwise). 
Cloth of Jaffna manufacture - - - = - 8,085 
Imported cloth, dyed and painted by hand at Jaffna - - 5,883 


N.B.—Considerable quantities are also carried out of the district by land, particularly along the 
Central road. 


Public Works. 
I am deterred by prudential considerations from noticing this subject. 


MIscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 
Export of Elephants. 


The number was 194, value 4,592/.; but the asssistant agent of Manaar notices that many of the 
animals were caught in the Batticaloa district, so all the sum cannot be set down to the credit of the 
people of Manaar as part of their resources for the year. J shall endeavour to have the account kept 
in future to distinguish between elephants caught by people of the northern province and others, 


Destruction of Wild Beasts. 


The numbers for which rewards were paid, 5s. for a chetah and 5s. for a bear, were as follows :— 


Jaffna - 
Manaar - 
Mullativoe 
Newerakalawia 


Total - 


Totals from 1854, inclusive :-— 
Jaffna - - 
Manaar - 

Mullativoe - 
Newerakalawia 


Total - 
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‘Foreign Trees, introduction of. 


The mahogany. The following is an extract from a report lately made toa series of questions on 
“ acclimatisation ” :— 

“ The mahogany was first introduced in ward cases from the botanic garden Calcutta in September 
1844, The trees in soil such as referred to have grown more rapidly than the indigenous Margosa ; 
the largest now is 1ft. 104in. in diameter at four feet from the ground, and 58 feet in height 

“ There are a few score of these scattered about of different ages, some having been reared from 
seed eer to the date stated ; one of the largest trees flowered slightly last year, but no pods 
forme 

“ It is to be regretted, I think, that extensive ex eriments with plants of this tree have not been 
made in the richer soils of the forest districts of the province. there has always been difficulty in 
obtainidg seed, and it is with reference to their yielding a supply of seeds that I attach value to the 
few trees in the peninsula of Jaffna.” 


Grafted Mangoes. 


It might be thought that this was a trivial subject to notice, but I observed some years ago in a 
detailed official report of the Ganges canal that the Government of India had caused gardens for the 
dissemination of such plants to be formed at different places along its course. I am therefore induced 
to mention that since 1853 513 plants have been sold from the Kutcherry garden. The parent plants 
were obtained from the botanic garden at Madras, having been introduced into it from Bombay. 

I append some extracts from the report of the assistant agent of Manaar as to— 

Public works. 
Irrigation works. 
The Manaar causeway. 
The bridging of the Chetegeslonnar 
The “ terrible disease ” existing in the Manaar and other districts. 
Reports have not been received from Anaradhapoora or Mulativoe. 
(Signed) P. A. DYKE, 
Jaffna Kutcherry, July 1865. Government Agent. 





ExTRACTS REFERRED TO. 
Public Works. 


The system in which building works are carried on in this district appears to me to be most unsatis- 
factory. They are generally commenced at the worst season uf the year, and hurried through to com- 
pletion in two or three months, and consequently fall to pieces shortly after. I need only point to the 
cooly sheds and the new buildings at the Dorie as proofs of this. 

The road works are also commenced too late in the year, and carried on in general during the worst 
season of the year for such works. 

The contract system, as far as this district is concerned, has proved a complete failure, not a single 
contract building having been properly put up. 


Irrigation Works, necessity for. 


The failure to such an extent of the kalapagam crop of 1864, and the total failure again this year of 
the maritime pattoo crop, which have caused such serious loss to the farmers, and so much suffering to 
the population in general, induce me to again bring to notice the advisability of adopting some system 
of irrigation in the maritime pattoos of the district, which will render the people in some measure inde- 
pendent of the fall of rain in the district itself, by enabling them to make use of water now running 
to waste into the sea, 

A body of water is continually flowing through the district to the sea by the Arineaar which would be 
sufficient for the irrigation of the whole Northern province if it could be made use of. I believe that 
by a system of channels leading fiom the river above the Tekum into the Manlotte and Moselly pattoos 
a sufficient supply of water might be obtained throughout the year, and a large tract of land kept 
constantly under cultivation. 

In 1858 I made a thorough inspection of the Giant’s tank, and the old channel leading from the river 
at the Tekum into the Giant’s tank, and I was convinced that from what I then saw that with a compara- 
tively speaking small expenditure a system as pro osed might be carried out. Such a plan would not 
render necessary the restoration of the Giant's sank indeed I doubt very much if the restoration of the 
tank would be a benefit to the district. ne 

What is required is merely to keep up a supply of water in the small tanks, and as the river is very 
often full even during the height of the dry season when all the country in the neighbourhood is parched 
and dry,I think this could be managed by leading the water by one large channel from the river to the 
middle of what was the Giant’s tank, from which it could be carried by small channels to the different 
tanks, provision being made to carry off the surplus water to the sea by the extension of the main 
channel to the low ground. I am told that even now water which flows into the Giant’s tank by the old 
channel is carried to some tanks in the Nanatan west pattoos through what is called the Mukewa 

orrippoo, and that if the old channel were properly deepened and cleared water sufficient for all the 
tanks would flow by it to the Giant’s tank. 

If it were found necessary to dig the channel so deep as to take it below the level of the upper tanks, 
a large reservoir might be sunk in the bed of the Giant’s tank and the water pumped up into 
the small channels by means of a steam engine, but I believe that there would not be any necessity for 


making the channel so deep. U 
4 
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A proper survey of the country would of course have to be made before any final decision could be 
come to on the subject. 

During the last three months a body of water has been running to waste in the sea, a portion of 
which, if it could only have been directed to the small tanks, would in all probability have saved the 
Kalapogam crop now lost, the money value of which would have sufficed, in my opinion, to have carried 
out such a work as proposed four times over. 


Manaar Causeway. 


The correspondence that passed between the Government and the Government agent regarding 
the proposed causeway to connect Manaar with the mainland in 1860 appears to have been 
forgotten. 

It was admitted by the late Governor Sir Charles MacCarthy and the Executive Council that the 
money which had been collected at the ferry since its institution ought to have been spent in carrying out 
the proposed work according to the condition on which the ferry was established. With this admission 
and the promise that the civil engineer would be directed to examine the ground and frame an estimate, 
the matter seems to have rested, and the collections from 1860 up to the present time have, like all the 
previous collections, been taken to the general revenue. 

It was shown by the Government agent that if the collections had been allowed to accumulate at 
interest, there would have been available at the end of 1860 a sum of 8,237/. 

The estimated cost of the work amounted to 17,000/., and according to the calculation made by the 
Government agent this sum would have accumulated in four years from this time if the money had not 
been taken to the general revenue. I believe myself that the estimate is exceedingly high, and that all 
that is required could be done for very much less. 

As a step towards the attainment of the object for which the ferry toll was instituted, I beg to pro- 
pose, on behalf of the people of Manaar, that the taking of any further collection to the general revenue 
be discontinued, and that the money be lodged in the Oriental Bank in the name of the Government 
agent on account of the Manaar causeway ; that an estimate be framed of the probable cost of 
making such a causeway, and that a sum equal to one-quarter of the total amount already collected be 
annually voted for four years from the general revenue, to be also deposited in the bank, which with the 
poe collections at the ferry will, I think, suffice to carry out the work at the end of four years from 
this date. 


Chettycolomaar, bridging of. 


The bridging of the Chettycolomaar where it crosses the Manaar Mathavatchy road, which I was 
led to believe would have been done in connexion with other works undertaken on account of the 
immigrant coolies, has not yet been provided for. 


Terrible Disease, existence of, in Manaar and other Districts. 


A matter to which I think it my duty to invite most serious attention is the gradual depopulation of 
the district, especially of the Vanny pattoos. 

The people themselves attribute this to the periodical outbreaks of sickness introduced by the immi- 
grant coolies. | 

There is no doubt that the immigration from the coast has been on the whole, and was more especially 
at the commencement, a most serious evil to the district, but there exists among the natives themselves 
a terrible disease, hitherto supposed to be of a syphilitic nature, from which no man, woman, or child in 
the Vanny seems to be entirely free, and which would, I believe, of itself have led though more slowly 
to the same result. 

The disease is by no means confined to this district; I have, however, never seen such dreadful 
instances of it as have come under my observation during the last two circuits in the Vanny, nor was 
I aware till lately how tainted the whole population of the Vanny are with it. 


:. I have seen traces of it in the Hambantoth district. It’prevails to a great extent in the Ten Moratchy 
and Patchelapallo divisions of Jaffna, and is as bad in the Mulletivoo district as in this. 


Mr. Northmore reported its existence and the ravages caused by it in the Anaradhapoora district 
when assistant agent there, and called the special attention of Government to the subject; and I have 
been lately informed that a medical gentlemen residing in Bathcaloa, and who has been many years in 
the island, made a representation to the Government on the subject, and recommended inquiry being 
made into the cause and nature of the disease in order to the discovery, if possible, of some remedy for it. 


In the interest, therefore, of a very great portion of the Island, it appears to me that the matter calls 
for the most serious consideration of Government. 
True extracts. 
(Signed) P, A. Dyxe. 


Report OF THE CENTRAL PROVINCE. 


A comprehensive report on the central province is a large subject, embracing, as it does, its general 
condition, the state of its population, the progress of improvement or otherwiso in its agricultural or 
general resources, the administration of its revenue, condition of the Crown lands with reference to 
encroachments, means of communication, and the mode of collecting the revenue. 
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Population. 


The returns, I fear, n this respect are very defective, and are in point of fact wholly unreliable. 

This subject once engaged the attention of Mr. J. Bailey, when assistant agent of Badulla, who pre- 
pared a form of return which he hoped would ensure greater accuracy ; but Mr. Hume in speaking of 
these returns, says, “ though they are furnished monthly, they are really nominal, being (as he believes) a 
“ mere compilation from preceding one, with a few figures altered here and there to give them an 
“ air of accuracy.” . 

Mr. Sharpe of Matelle says, “the population of the district is, I believe, 49,000, there being no means 
of obtaining an accurate census,” while Mr. Brodie, when assistant Government agent of Matelle in 1855, 

ave the return as 21,355. 
A table of the population, however, is appended. 


Agriculture, 


There is no increase of Paddy land cultivation, nor can I see that amongst the Kandyeas there is any 
desire to increase or improve their agricultural resources ; the cultivation of the lowlands they keep to 
themselves, but in the case of their highlands they either sell them or let them to Malabars and 
low-country Singhalese, which will, I fear, lead to the ultimate alienotion and loss to them of all their 
appurtenant Chenas. 

‘The irrigation ordinance has not, unfortunately, been brought into operation in any part of Kandy 
proper, as Mr. Braybrooke felt that he had no time to attend to it ; and in those parts of the province 
where it has been introduced, the measure to work successfully has been found to absorb so much of 
the assistant agent’s time as fully to eas Aon Braybrooke’s decision not to introduce it before. 
However, on a late occasion, when in Lower Doombere commuting, I promised to introduce it in one 
division at a time in consideration of the increased rates of commutation, and without in any way 
having pledged the Government, I propose to submit to the governor an application for a grant in aid 
towards the repair of more than one ancient ella, on which the villagers depend for their means of 
irrigation. 

T find the country literally studded with small patches of coffee, on which families of Malabars, are 
located. In some instances these lots have been sold to Chetties and Moormen, while in others the Kan- 
dyan, giving his land for the sweat of another man’s brow, has allowed the Malabar to enter on his Chena 
to plant it with coffee for a planter’s interest of one half. I know many instances of this where no deed 
has passed, and where the soil owner's right is now questioned by the Tamil planter, and the Kandyan 
has either to give up his right or embroil himself in an expensive lawsuit. ‘The fact of these Tamil 
families settling in this manner will sooner or later alter the character of the Kandyan people, and I shall 
not be surprised if they eventually become the dominant race of the two. 

The high price of native coffee need be no matter of surprise, for these native coffee gardens to which 
T refer are planted after the manner adopted on properties belonging to Europeans, and the coffee 
similarly picked and cured. 

Turning from a view of the Kandyan agriculture to that of the European, the contrast is most marked. 

New plantations are daily being opened, while old ones are kept up and improved by the application 
of manure and high cultivation in every sense. In fact, wherever you turn through the length and 
breadth of the central province you meet the enterprising European with his energies and his capital 
developing the resources of the Colony. 


Condition of the Crown Lands, 5c. 


There are still frequent encroachments on Crown lands, but the survey department has done good 
ae to a Colony, and enabled the Crown to sell many small lots of land which natives had unlaw- 
fully usurped. 

The qucstee of Crown lands leads me to the question of Chenas, and the consideration of the 
Ordinance No. 5 of 1840. ; 

The success which has attended the working of the Temple Lands Commission should weigh with 
Government in its deliberation upon the not less important question of the settlement of Chenas. 

Under the Ordinance No 5 of 1840 all the Chenas in the country may be presumed to be the 
property of the Crown until the contrary is shown, and in their desire to do their duty by Government, 

do not hesitate to say that not unfrequently a grave injustice is done to an individual by the agent 
and his headmen, and here I will give an illustration of the case. 

The order of Government not to allow cultivation of Government Chenas is stringent, and headmen 
have been warned not to allow this. They do not allow it, and when a man clears a Chena to which his 
right is not undeniably admitted by the agent and fully recognized by the elders of the village, he is 
immediately reported to the agent ; the order thereupon goes to sequester their crop, if one is growing, 
or to stop further clearing pending the inquiry. ; 

This in ulry occupies time and is liable to frequent interruptions, and when the documentary and 
parole eileace is exhausted, the agent finds it necessary to inspect it before coming to any decision, 
and marks it ** For circuit.” Some of these Chenas are often placed in odd corners of the district, and 
not always accessible to the agent in his tours through the province. Years thus pass by, during which 
the claims are unsettled. Should the claim be ultimately admitted, what an injustice has been 
done ! 

In the settlement of the Chena question there are two considerations which have always pressed 
themselves prominently before my mind, viz. :— 

That you will give to every man a certain knowledge of what land he is possessed of, and secondly, 
that you will place in the hands of the agent large tracts of land, which he can either reserve for forest 
or offer for sale, every acre of which, I believe, will be brought into cultivation either by native or 
European enterprise. 
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I should not advocate the sale of all Chenas, but rather reserve some of them, and encourage the growth 
of forest trees, as the want of timber is becoming a serious consideration in this province. 

Forest land in the central province is nearly exhausted, and though between its boundary and Adam’s 
peak there is a large available block, I do not think that Government could hope to realize much by 
the sale of it, unless prepared to open an expensive line of road into the heart of what is known as the 
“Wilderness of the peak,” which, if made after the land is sold, will in all probability absorb the full 
proceeds of the sale, whereas with an assurance of assistance towards the construction of the road the 
sales would go off at enhanced prices. 

There appears to be a great deal of work for the survey department yet to do with profit to the country, 
and to prevent the good work which has been performed by the Temple Lands Commissioners being 
rendered to a great extent fruitless. 


Roads. 


This important subject has engaged the attention of his Excellency, who, in the short period that 
has passed since his arrival in the Colony, has visited, with one exception, every main line of road in 
the province, as also those made under the grant-in-aid ordinance, and improvement in their upkeep 
will, I doubt not, be the result. 

I here take this opportunity of suggesting for the consideration of Government that it is most desir- 
able to proclaim the portion of the road between the Rajawelle Gap and Galmaloya through Tilderna 
a principal road. The line is an important one not alone to the European, but to the native interests, 
and should at once be taken over by the commissioner of roads to the point I have named. From the 
Galmaloya towards Nugatenne, I believe it is the intention of the proprietors of estates in Medemah- 
anuwere to submit an application for a grant-in-aid road as far as Ooroogalle at least, the seat of the 
police magistracy. From this point to Allotnuwera the district committee have voted a sum of 200/., as 
the line being the direct one to Batticaloa is important. 

The result of the survey now in progress of the lower Badulla road is most anxiously looked for by 
the planters of Onwah, and I am informed that a company is already prepared to submit a proposal for 
the construction of a tramway. 

Next in importance to this road is the proposed grant-in-aid road from Haldamulle to Nawelle, 
and from that point to Wellewaye, as a Government road. His Excellency the Governor has seen the 
country through which this road will pass, and is, I believe, fully satisfied of its importance ; though it 
will be made in part as a grant-in-aid, it is to all intents and purposes a ee road as connecting 
Hambautotte and Saffragam. In my advocacy of this line I am glad to find that I am supported by 
the opinion of my predecessor, Mr. Braybrooke, whose experience of the country enables him to speak 
with authority. 

The remarks of my assistant, Mr. Sharpe, on the subject of the Wariapola bridge and the road from 
Matale via Yattawatte to Kurnegalle, are worthy of consideration ; but the question as to whether the 
road is to be made or not must be determined, I presume, with that of branch lines of railway. 


Minor Roads. 


Few new roads have been opened, but every attention has been paid to the upkeep of the existing 
ones, as also to the native wants in the construction of amblans or native rest houses. 

No ordinance was ever framed, I believe, that has been so thoroughly appreciated as that No. 10 of 
1861, and it appears uppermost in the minds of the Kandyans when speaking of the advantages of 
British rule in this Colony. 

The question of raising the rate of commutation from 2s. $d. to 3s. has lately been submitted to 
Government ; and though I have had to recommend that the change should not take place before next 
year for certain reasons, which it is not necessary here to recapitulate, I see no reason to defer the 
change to any longer period. The tax is one which has abundantly rewarded the tax-payer, and it is so 
regarded by men of all classes, colour, and degree. 


Mode of collecting the Revenue. 


The grain revenue has, I might almost say, always been collected in this province upon commuta- 
tion agreements. 

In a pecuniary point of view there is a decided loss to Government; but I have regarded the collec- 
tion of the revenue by the sale of the Paddy rents as so injurious to the welfare of the pcople, that I 
have always advocated a commutation when the people can be got to commute on fair, not excessive, 
terms. 

I have lately with my assistants been engaged in carrying out a new registration, which I am happy 
to say is not far from completion, and will be productive of a considerable increase in the revenue 
under this head. I am sorry that I am not able to state the actual increase, but as the rates through- 
out have been doubled and the extent and produce increased (not unreasonably so I hope and believe), 
it will certainly be 120 per cent. above the previous year, and I shall indeed be glad when I can con- 
gratulate the Government on the successful completion of this most important work, carried out at rates 
and rules framed by my able predecessor. 


Education. 


The desire to improve himself is not, I think, inherent in a Kandyan, and the rise, progress, and fall 
of each succeeding village school is but a lamentable commentary on the fact. 


Marriage Ordinance. 


This is, I fear, asad failure, and will lead eventually to a dreadful state of things. The ordinance is 
unpalatable to the Kandyan, and the nil returns show that it is almost a dead letter. I warn the people 
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of the consequences of not having their marriages registered under the ordinance, but I invariably 
receive the same answer, “ Our old customs are more convenient, and we will protect our children and 
“ secure their inheritance to them by deed,” utterly regardless apparently of the fact that they may 
die before they have carried out their wise resolutions, 

In the case of headmen registration is generally carried out by themselves and their families; and in 
the selection of candidates for the office of registrar every care has been taken to secure the services of 
men of the highest family and of known respectability. 

Mr. Sharpe, assistant agent of Matale, speaks more hopefully ; and views the result of the past year as 
indicative of a better state of things ; while Mr. Hume of Badulla states that out of 495 marriages ten only 
have been registered by ¢welve registrars. : 


Public Buildings. 


This is a subject with which the governor has made himself fully acquainted, and I confidently hope 
that in the consideration of the estimates for 1866 many urgent works may be provided for, for which 
hitherto funds have not been found available. The state of the public offices at Badulla and Nuwera 
Ellia call for immediate consideration ; and amongst new works required for this town is a second court- 
house, for under the present arrangement the district court is virtually closed during the protracted 
session of the supreme courts twice a year. 

There are many other works in the province that should be provided for, but which it is unneces- 
sary here to particularize, as my yearly requisition is before Government. In the statement of expen- 
diture will be found a very large item under the head hospitals, which has grown from 1,600/. 2s. 11d. in 
1860 to 3,375/. 18s. in 1864. A portion of this amount is recoverable, but I may mention that there is 
a very large balance outstanding, much of which I despair of being able to collect. 

The question of recovering stamps in criminal proceedings in police courts has been mooted 
before and abandoned ; but I venture to think that it would meet a stronger advocacy if again brought 
forward. 

Returns showing the state of the population, revenue and ‘expenditure, votes in aid of minor roads, 
persons who have paid under the road ordinance, marriages registered, vaccination returns, public health, 
and state of crops, &c. are appended. 

(Signed)  F.B. Tempier, Agent. 

Government Agent’s Office, Kandy, August 26, 1865. 





HONG KONG. 


No. 24. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Orricer Administering the Government to the Right 
Honourable Epwarp Carpwe.., M.P. 
(No. 62.) 


SIR, Hong Kong, May 23, 1865. 
I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for 1864, covered by a report from 
the Acting Colonial Secretary. 

In this report I concur, and trust that Her Majesty's Government may see cause 
for much satisfaction in the progress that the Colony has continued to make during the 
past year, in spite of commercial depression and other difficulties. 

I have little to add to Mr. Alexander’s remarks, and shall only notice specially the 
completion of the water scheme, as originally contemplated ; the introduction of gas to 
this part of the East ona large scale, and with perfect success ; the settlement, as I 
hope, of the vexed Kowloon question; the circulation of the much wanted subsidiary 
currency ; and the commencement of the Hong Kong mint. 

I should remark on the subject of population, and the Acting Colonial Secretary's 
comment thereon, that while I quite agree with him that we can only here arrive at 
=bpros mate results, the apparent decrease is to be accounted for otherwise than as he 
puts it. 

Being in charge of my own office at the beginning of the year when the Registrar- 
General's returns were sent in, I had several communications with that officer on the 
subject of the decrease shown. His explanation was that his predecessors had allowed 
too large a margin under certain heads, and that he had made the census on a stricter 
and more defined system. 

Judging from very intimate personal observation I should guess that the number of 
the people was neither greater nor less, and at any rate no conclusion can be drawn 
from the seeming numerical deficiency of = present census prejudicial to the Colony. 
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Expenditure : 
1864 - 
1863 = 


1 of 1864. 
2 of 1864. 
5 of 1864. 
10 of 1864. 
12 of 1864. 
13 of 1864. 
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It is in fact, a matter of the highest congratulation to this Government that while 
trade at other ports on the China coast during the past year has been notoriously 
unsatisfactory that of the British Colony has had an even and successful flow. 

_ In the last month of the year (December) a petition for certain festival privileges, 
presented to the Government by the (native) body of compradors and head business- 
men, contained these words :— 

“ Hong Kong is at this time a prosperous land, which is owing, indeed, to the power 
and virtues of Great Britain. Plenty abounds, and the people are thriving; taking 
pleasure in their business, while they live in security. All this arises from your happy 
protection.” 

I may be pardoned for saying that Sir Hercules Robinson. has as much reason to 
congratulate himself on the results of 1864, as on those of any previous year of his 
administration. 

Since the completion of the Blue Book I have received a memorandum on the native 
trade which I have caused to be included as giving much —. information. 

ave, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M:P., (Signed ) W. T. MERCER. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 24. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hong Kong, 
SIR, May 19, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the Blue Book for 1864, together with the following few remarks 
on its contents :— 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue in the year 1864 amounted to $637,846 37, being 831,471 07 in excess of 
637,846 37 that received in the previous year. 

576,375 30 The increase is principally accounted for in the items of miscellaneous receipts, postages, 
and profit on coins, the last item being new. ‘The augmentation in the amount of postage 
is satisfactory as some indication of commercial prosperity. 

The expenditure in the year 1864 exceeded that of 1863 by $176,742 31, the greater 

$763,307 °3 part of which is to be attributed to the mint, although not so shown, as it was considered 

sidan preferable for the present to include it under the head of Works and Buildings. The item 

gi76,742 31 land and houses purchased also shows an increase of more than §25,000; this is caused by 
the compensation made to squatters at Kowloon.- 

The satisfaction that may be felt at the increase of the revenue is not impaired by a glance at the 
items of decrease, which shows that the greater part of it consists of arrears of Crown rent, and police 
rates to be recovered; while the enlarged expenditure is of a nature not likely to be re-incurred; 
and the works on which it has been made may at no long interval of time be expccted to repay the 
outlay. 





$61,471 07 


Public Works. 


Of the public works that were in progress, but not finished, during 1864, the principal were the 
gaol at Stone Cutter’s island, the new central police-station, the mint, reclaiming fand at Causeway 
Bay, and lamp posts and lamps for gas. 

The works finished were Victoria gaol, the extension of the waterworks, and several roads, streets, 
bridges, and nullahs. 

The department lost during the year the valuable assistance of Mr. Cleverly, who, after twenty 
years service in the Colony, has retired upon a pension. 


Legislation. 


Thirteen ordinances were passed in 1864; the most important were those relating to currency, 
the mint, bankruptcy, frauds by secret bills of sale, remedies on bills of exchange, and trade and 
commerce. 

On the 9th of May an Ordinance, 7 of 1864, was passed by the Legislature, giving authority to two 
commissioners to compile a new edition of the Colonial Ordinances; and I may here state that the 
commissioners by the end of October had completed their work, so far as it was possible, pending the 
enactmen* of certain criminal ordinances, which are now being considered by a committee of the Legisla- 
tive Council appointed at its last meeting. 


Establishments. 


The eons departments, with some exceptions, have during the year been maintained at their full 
strength. 
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The exceptions are the Supreme Court, in which the Chief Justice was absent during the greater part Hona Kona. 
of the year. The Summary Jurisdiction Court, the Judge of which acted as chief justice, ne duties of 
the latter being performed by Mr. Whyte, one of the police magistrates, in addition to his own, and the 
Registrar General’s department, where, on Mr. Turner’s departure, Mr. Cecil Smith, one of the student 
interpreters, was appointed to do the duties. : 
As to their efficiency or otherwise | am not in a position to make any statement, having relinquished 
the post of Acting Colonial Secretary in February. 
1 can, however, testify to the success of the Hong Kong cadetship scheme, so far as the three gentle- 
are icine out are concerned ; they deserve credit for the steady prplientiGn they have given to the study 
of Chinese. 


Population. 
The census taken on the 31st December last, gives the population at 121,498 souls; Population : 
this shows a decrease upon that of the year previous of 3,352; but I am satisfied, as ye03. ies 
I observed on a former occasion, that we can only obtain approximate results; but ne. Baduies 





admitting the apparent decrease to be a fact, it is easily accounted for when we consider the 3,352 
vicinity of the mainland, and the facilities that exist for reaching it. 


Sanitary. 


A perusal of the Colonial surgeon’s report affords evidence of the continued healthiness of the Colony, 
and it is satisfactory to learn that the lies force, though more exposed, perhaps, than any other body 
of men in Hong Kong, “is distinguished by marked healthiness.” 

The gaols also appear to be very healthy, and, as far as Victoria Gaol is concerned, it is to be noted 
that many of the deaths occur in cases of prisoners who at the time of their committal are in a debili- 
tated state from disease or starvation; these are chiefly men who are committed for short periods as 
rogues and vagabonds. 


Education. 


The Board of Education have sent in an interesting report on the state of the Government schools 
in the Colony. It is much to be regretted that the efforts made by the Government are not more 
cordially supported by the natives; but we must hope that the work done will by and by bear fruit. 

It will be seen by the comparative statement attached to the report that alnaugh the number of 
scholars enrolled during 1864 was less than in 1862 and 1863, the average attendance was greater. 











* Shipping. 

During the year 1864, 2,264 vessels arrived in this port, being an increase over those |... Vessels, Tone. 
in 1863 of 442 in number, and in tonnage of 118,824 tons. Of these 2,264 vessels, 1,043 ee 3 ae sea 
were British, and 1,221 were foreign; and the proportion of British to foreign ships in the = se 
increase of 442 vessels was—British, 227; foreign, 215. 442 118,824 

The number of vessels arriving were In— British - 1,043 

Vessels. Tons. Foreign 1,221 
1860 - - - - 1,534 875,199 2,264 
1861 - - . = 1,259 658,196 = Vessels, 
162 - - - = 1,390 688,829 oe ae 
1863 - - - + 1,892 894,994 ees ae 
1864 - - - - 2,264 1,013,748 442 


The year 1860, as it has often been stated, was an exceptional year, owing to the Chinese expedition 
attracting a large number of transports, &c.; but if we go back to the years 1857, 1858, 1859, in which 
the vessels and tonnage were respectively, 1,070, 1,007, and 1,158 vessels of 541,063, 716,476, and 
626,536 tons, we have good reason to look upon the progressive increase as a proof that the trade of 


the Colony is pica 
Hong Kong being a free port, no return of imports and exports can be obtained. 


Emigration, — 


The number of ships with emigrants cleared from this port during the year was 21. Of these, 10 
were British, 5 American, 4 German, 1 Siamese, and 1 Sandwich Islands, carrying 6,607 passengers, 


as follows — 





Men, Boys. 
San Francisco - - - 2,929 112 
Bombay ~ - = - 2,370 — 
Melbourne - - - - 851 8 
Tahiti - ‘ " e “ 337 a 

6,487 120=6607 


Tt will be observed that no ship for the British West Indies left Hong Kong during the year. 


Gaols. 


Victoria Gaol and the convict hulk at Stone Cutter’s Island are in excellent order, and the super- 
intendents deserve credit for the improvement they have made in the discipline and carrying on of 
the work of these establishments. x 

A 3 
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Felonies 
reported : 
1864 - 1,677. 
1863 - 1,265. 


412. 
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The superintendent of Victoria Gaol, in speaking of insane prisoners (question 20) states three 
were deported from the eat 

The circumstances under which this occurred were that these lunatics were taken care of for a short 
time in order to ascertain if ne had any friends in the Colony. Not having any, and being Chinese 
subjects, they were sent to the ritish Consul at Canton, to be placed in an asylum. 

During the year a few European prisoners were sent to Stone Cutter’s Island, where their labour has 
been found useful. 

Comparing the criminal returns of the courts for the year with those of 1862 and 1863, it would 
appear that fewer criminals were brought to trial in 1864 than in either of the two previous years, 
though the Captain superintendent's return of felonies reported shows that 412 more crimes were 
brought to the notice of the police in 1864 than in 1863. 

I do not altogether blame the police, as I think it would be unjust to do so; no doubt they might do 


better, but it must be allowed that they have great difficulties to deal with ; among others the number 


of Chinese that are daily brought down from Canton by the river steamers. These steamers charge 
20 and 25 cents for the passage, a distance of over 90 miles ; formerly the fares were as low as 10 cents, 
or 5d. sterling ; the consequence was (and is) that the Colony was inundated by Chinese of the lowest 
and worst classes, who were starving in their own country, and whose sole resource on arrival here was 
robbery. It is stated that as many as 1,500 have come down in one steamer. 

It is easy to conceive under such circumstances why crime is on the increase in the Colony ; it is not 
so easy to devise a remedy, as the ordinary punishments of our law have no terror for the Chinese 
criminal. 

In conclusion I must note the sale of a lot of ground at Kowloon to the Union Dock Company. 

This company proposes to construct a large dock, having 21 feet water at low water. 

This wor wall be a great boon to the shipping interest, as notwithstanding the docks at Aberdeen, 
numbers of vessels go to Whampoa, paying towage to tug owners, tonnage dues, &c. to the Chinese 
government, charges to which they would not be subject were there a dock in Victoria Harbour. 


I have, &c. 
His Excellency W. G. Mercer, Esq,, (Signed) W. H. ALEXANDER, 
&c. &e. &c. Acting Colonial Secretary. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 24. 


MEMORANDUM. 


Although no return of imports and exports properly so called can be obtained, the Registrar-General 
at my request has supplied me with some notes of the native trade in the Colony which I think worthy 
of being brought to notice. 


Opium (prepared). 


The export from May Ist, 1864, to 1st April 1865, was to California, Tientsin, &c., 48,700 taels 
weight ; a tael of prepared opium is worth about 60 cents. 
Sold by retail in the Colony, boxes 167=6,617 balls, value about $20,000. 


Sugar. 


& 
There is a large trade in this commodity. It is chiefly produced in the district of Tungkoon, which 
lies somewhat inland to the right of the Canton River. 
The imports may be roughly estimated at 6 to 700,000 piculs, or upwards of 93,000,000 pounds. 
The largest amount is exported from here to Shanghae and Tientsin. 
Flour. 


The Tungkoon district also produces flour (wheat) that finds its way to Hong Kong, about 4,000 
piculs being imported annually. Wheat is grown in small quantities in many places and taken to the 
mills at Sheklung in the Tungkoon district. - 

Salt. 

This chiefly comes from Tin pak in the Fokien province, though a large quantity is gathered in the 

immediate vicinity of Hong Kong. The amount imported is about 60,000 piculs per annum. 
Wood (Fire and Planking), 


Is brought here from the Kwangsai province and from the north of Kwangtung. ‘There is a trade of 
about $40,000 a year. 


Earthenware, 


Comes entirely from the potteries at Shekwan near Fa-tshan in the district of N&am-hoi (Canton is 
in this district), and the annual value is estimated at $2,000. 


China Ware. 


Japan and Kongsai supply the chinaware that is received here, and from this it is distributed to all 
the smaller ports and villages near. 
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To the extent of $10,000 worth are yearly received from Canton and Fa-tshan. 


Live Stock—Pigs, Oxen, Poultry. 


These are reared principally in the southern districts of the Canton province in Hoi-fung and Luk- 
fung. ‘There isa large trade in them, and from this place they are sent to Canton, Fa-tshan, Macao, 
and Kongmun. 


The annual value is put down at about $30,000 for oxen and pigs ; for poultry somewhat less. 
Oil. 

The best oil and the largest quantity is brought from the little district of Tsung-fa, a day’s journey 
north of the city of Canton. It is nearly all manufactured from the pea nut, which grows abundantly 
at Tsung-fa. There are many villages that also send oil in small quantities, but the quality is inferior. 
Amount imported may be roughly estimated at 10,000 piculs. 

Hong Kong is the centre of trade in many kinds of goods, and most of the rich native hongs (firms) 
trade in such general wares. From Shensi they get amber; Soochow and its surrounding villages 
send native piece goods ; Shan-tung, Szechuen, and Fokien send cotton and cotton goods, and the last 
make considerable exports of all kinds of medicine ; Hankow, Shantung, and Chinchew provide the 
natives with edible delicacies in the shape of sharks’ fins, beche de mer, &c., &c. 

On the other hand the Canton province is supplied from here with sapanwood, sandalwood, rattans, 
ivory, and betel nut, received from Siam, Singapore, and Annam. 

‘The neighbouring province of Kwongsai sends cassia, peppermint, and various kinds of dye, which 
are sent from here to all the ports in the Kwongtung province. 

Vegetables for the use of the people here come chiefly from the Kowloong district, though large 
quantities are brought from Canton by the steamers running daily. 

To the foregoing articles many others might be added, such as building materials ; bricks, timber, 
granite, &c., but of these I have at present no data. 

These remarks are not made to prove the value, for that is almost impossible, but rather to show the 
nature of the trade carried on by the Chinese in this Colony. 
I have, &c. 
His Excellency W. G. Mercer, Esq., (Signed) W. H. ALEXANDER, 
&e. &e. &e. Acting Colonial Secretary. 
May 27, 1865. 





LABUAN. 


No. 25. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Catiacuan to the Right Honourable 


Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 19.) 
SIR, Labuan, July 10, 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of Labuan for the year 1864. 

2. The local revenue for 1864 amounted to 2,203/. 13s. 3d., and exceeded that of the 
preceding year by 117/. 12s. 7d. 

The expenditure, exclusive of the cost of the troops, was 7,689/. 3s. 3d. 

3. The progress made in the public works may be regarded as satisfactory. ‘The road 
from Victoria to Coal Point was completed towards the end of the year, and it has been 
found to be a great public convenience. 

The drainage of the swamp near the town was continued by the convicts, and con- 
sidering the arduous character of the work a good deal of progress was made in it. 

The only new works commenced during the year were the additional buildings for the 
accommodation of the troops, which are being proceeded with, and will, I hope, be 
completed in a few months. 

4. The trade still continues to be very small, although in 1864 there was some increase 
over the preceding year. 

The imports amounted to 84,049/. 8s. 2d., being an increase of 12,684/. 7s. 8d. on 
those of 1863. 9 

The exports, exclusive of those to the coast of Borneo and Sooloo, in native boats, 
of which no reliable returns can be obtained, amounted to 48,202/. lls. 8d., being an 
increase of 2,588/. 5s. on the exports returned for 1863. 

5. The works at the Labuan coal-mines were carried on steadily throughout the year. 

‘The pit was sunk to the big vein at a depth of about 270 feet. 

The quantity of coal shipped in 1864 amounted to 10,308 tons, being a considerable 
increase on the preceding year. 

X 4 
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‘Towards the close of the year there was some improvement in the supply of labour at 
the mines. However, the labour question still continues to be in a very unsatisfactory 
state. 

6. There was considerably less sickness in 1864 than in preceding years. It was 
unusually dry. 

7. I am happy to say that I received no intelligence of the commission of any acts of 
piracy during the year in the neighbourhood of Labuan, or along the north-west coast 
of Borneo. 

This, I have no doubt, is to be attributed to the presence of a gun-boat on the station. 

8. If this protection be continued there is every reason to hope for a decided improve- 
ment in the commerce of Labuan, as soon as the trading population of the coast begin 
to realize that they can make their voyages in security. 

However, as I stated in a former despatch on the subject, I do not look for any 
considerable commerce here until some radical change takes place in the condition of 
that part of Borneo with which the Colony has intercourse, 

Of this, I confess I do not see any prospect. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) T. F. CALLAGHAN, 

The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., Governor. 

&c. &e. &c. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


No. 26. 
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GIBRALTAR. 
No. 26. 


Extract from a DESPATCH from General Str W. Coprincton to the SECRETARY OF 
STATE FoR War, dated March 4, 1865. 


I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book for 1864, the accuracy of 
which has been certified by the Colonial Secretary. 

The actual revenue received in the Colony for the year was 29,826/., and the current 
expenditure for ordinary works and administration was 29,105/. sterling. 

The actual expenditure was 34,495/. sterling, which includes a sum of 4,990l. for new 
works, viz., police office and convent, and 400/. special grant to the Roman Catholic 
church, making a total of 5,390/. from the surplus revenue for extraordinary works. 

The current excess of revenue over expenditure for all ordinary works and administra- 
tion being 736/., I consider the state of the revenue to be satisfactory. In pages 26 and 27 
are seen the increase and decrease on various sources of revenue from the preceding 
year; the principal items that show a decrease are, the duties on spirits, 251/., and 
auction fees, 3511. 

The chief increase has been on house and ground rents, 307/., and on the rates and 
duties of the port department, 285/. 


Population and Mortality. 


The resident population, according to a census taken in June 1860, amounts to 15,462, 
this is exclusive of military, convicts, and aliens on temporary permits, varying from 
three days to a year. The number of the latter varies, but in December last was 995. 

The number of births among the resident population was 614 ; deaths, 507. 

Under the head of Miscellaneous returns are inserted the number of cases heard and 
disposed of in the various courts of law at Gibraltar. 

The schools are nine in number, in which are educated 1,108 boys, and 934 girls; 
besides these there are seven regimental schools, in which are instructed 229 boys and 
201 girls. 


MALTA. 


No. 27. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Henry Storxs, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., to the 
Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe tt, M.P. 
(No. 62.) 
SIR, Palace, Valletta, May 31, 1865. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of Malta for the year 
1864, and to subjoin a statement in regard to the revenue and expenditure of these 
Islands during that year, which has been furnished by the Auditor General. 
2. The gross revenue of Malta during the five years immediately preceding 1864 


was— 
£ 
1859 : - 147,385 
1860 - - 145,944 
1861 - - 144,344 > Average, say £149,862. 
1862 : - 153,806 
1863 ; - 157,831 


3. The gross revenue of 1864 was 169,065/. Os. 24d., being in round numbers 
19,2031. above the average of the five preceding years, and 11,234/. more than the gross 
revenue of 1853. 

4. The increase over the revenue of 1863 is chiefly in imports and tonnage dues. 
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5. The increase in imports is spread over 13 out of the 17 dutiable articles. A portion of 
this increase would appear to be consequent partly on the extended cultivation of cotton, 
and partly on the influx of a large number of foreigners during the disturbances which 
took place in the regency of Tunis. 

6. The increase of tonnage dues is on sailing vessels, and it is satisfactory to observe 
that the trade with the neighbouring states appears to be reassuming its former 

















importance. a 
7. The receipts of the two principal branches of revenue as compared with 1863, 
are— 
Rents of Property. 
omnes 1863. 1864. 
2S ee ae, £ 8. 
Lands and quit rents - ; -| 18,178 6 9 18,516 15 11 
Houses - - - - - 22,972 3 1 22,919 13 43 
| 36,150 8 10} 36,436 9 33 
es SS SS ee 
| a ae 2 
Increase on lands - - -| - - 338 10 1 
Decrease on houses’ - - -| - - 62 9 8 
Increase - | - - 286 0 5} 





Customs Duties and Dues. 


en | 1863. 1864. Increase. 















































£ ss. & £ ‘2 © & a, 
Imports - ; ‘ : : 97,243 15 4 104,907 138 2 7,663 17 10 
Tonnage - : - - 4114 3 0 | 6,624 16 0O 1,510 18 O 
Store rent - ; : : -| 1,851 8 8 | 1,971 15 6 120 12 8 
| 104,209 1 7 | 113,504 4 8 9,295 3 1 
ns, ee | | 
giving an aggregate increase of 9,581/. 3s. 64d. 
The provision made for the year was— 
— Establishments. | Exclusive. Total. 
£ s. 4. ee £ ae 
General Estimate - - - : 67,036 16 7 81,205 19 5 148,242 16 O 
Supplementary Ordinance not yet approved 319 5 11 26,354 3 1 26,673 9 O 
67,356 2 6 107,560 2 6 174,916 5 0 
Reserved balances of ‘ Special Services ” - - - - - - 57 211 
174,973 711 
8. The gross expenditure in 1864 was— 
£ s. d. £ s. 
Local charges - . - 65,926 14 11 92,045 0 11 
Agents general - - - 330 17 2 4,615 4 0 
66,257 12 1 | 96,660 411 
Total - -|- - 162,917 17 O 


being 6,147/. 3s. 24d. within the gross revenue of the year. 
Y2 
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The exceptional works of magnitude which were executed in the year were— 








£ os. d. 
Continuation of Opera House - - - - 8,714 4 6 
a Tal Horo Cemetery - - - 2,899 19 4 
_ Elena tank - - : - 817 18 5 
s Powder magazine - - - 159 18 11 
Repair of Pilar church - - - - 618 10 0O 
Ship-building slip —- - - - - 1,800 0 0 
15,010 11 2 
To which may be added the instalment on account of 
the new harbour" - - - . - 11,227 16 8 
26,2388 7 10 
9. The actual state of the finances of Malta at the close of 1864 may be seen from 
the following statement :— £ ss. d. 
Credit balance 21st December 1863 - ° - 31,092 15 9 
Add revenue of 1864 :— £ s. d. 
Local - - - 167,595 14 5} 
Crown agents 5 - : 1,469 5 
— 169,065 O 2} 


200,157 15 114 
Deduct expenditure 1864 :— 





ocal - - - - 157,971 15 10 
Crown agents - - - 4,946 1 2 
————_——— 162,917 17 0 
Credit balance, 31st December 1864 - ° - 37,239 18 114 


10. Deducting from this total the sum of 7,678/. 12s. 1d. invested in consols for a 
special service, the credit balance available for future use (whether for completion of 
services already undertaken, or for new services, or to make good any possible feficleney 
in the revenue of 1865 below the sum appropriated to expenditure in the estimates of 
the year), would be in round numbers 29,5611. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. K. STORKS, Lieut.-General, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 


HELIGOLAND. 
No. 28. 
[Not received. | 





FALKLANDS. 
No. 29. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackenzie to the Right Honourable Epwarp 
CaRDWELL, M.P. 


(No. 18.) Government House, Falkland Islands, 
| June 18, 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book for the year 1864, 
accompanied by the usual returns of the state of repair of Government House, &c. 
2. The only important differences from the statistical tables of last year (1863) are 
found in the returns of Revenue and Expenditure. The decrease of 54/. 12s. 6d. in 


SIR, 
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the revenue is attributable mainly to the loss consequent on the judgment given by the Fatxianps. 


Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in respect of the rights of lessees of Crown 
lands to capture and kill the wild cattle on the lands held by them. Previously to this 
decision certain royalties were paid to the Government for permissive licences to catch 
or destroy these cattle. 

The marked increase in the expenditure is caused by the change made in the Colonial 
garrison. In the year 1863 the company of soldiers stationed here were paid and 
maintained at the expense of the War Office. In January 1864 a detachment of Royal 
Marines was substituted for the former garrison, and in pursuance of arrangements made 
with the Board of Admiralty by the Colonial Department, with the concurrence of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, the entire expense of provisioning the men falls on this Government, 
besides the sanctioned allowance of double pay from a funds. 

ave, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. (Signed) J.G. MACKENZIE, 


Governor. 


LONDON : 
Printed by Groner E. Eyre and Wriu1am Sporriswoope, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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